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SKETCH
or THE

FORMATION OR THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

Two hundred years had elapsed from the first settlement of

New-Hampshire before the formation of its Historical Society.

Dr. Belknap had collected and embodied in his History of the

State the most important incidents of a public nature and se-

cured them for posterity. But much of interest, especially to

the inhabitants of the State, remained to be gleaned from ancient

manuscripts, public records, fugitive publications, and the recol-

lections of the aged, which was thought to be worth collecting

and preserving. It was apparent that the united and systematic

efforts of an association of individuals from various parts of the

State could accomplish that to which private industry would be

unavailing. The labors of the Historical Society of Massachu-

setts ^—honorable alike to the members and the Commonwealth,

had proved the importance and usefulness of such an institution.

The formation of a similar society in New-Hampshire had been

for several years contemplated, and gentlemen had occasion-

ally interchanged sentiments in conversation and by letter

upon the subject.

As a, wish was simultaneously expressed from different parts

of the State, that the close of the second Century from its first

settlement should be noticed by a public celebration, and as it

was supposed, that this celebration would bring together the

friends of historical research, it Avas determined to improve this

opportunity of forming an Historical Society. A Literary So-

* The Massachusetts Historical Society was instituted at Boston, in January, 1791,
and was incorporated Feb. 19, 1794. From the time it was formed to 1823, it published
20 volumes of Collections, in two decades of 10 volumes each, 8vo. This society must
be considered the parent society of all similar institutions in the United States. It has
been followed by the New- York Historcal Society, instituted in the city of New-York,
December 10, 1804, and incorporated February 10, 1809; the Essex Historical Society,

in Massachusetts, incorporated June 11, 1821; the Maine Historical Society, hicorpo-
rated in 1822; the Rhode Island Historical Society, incorporated in June, 1822; and the
Ne IV-Hampshire Historical Society, instituted May 20, 1823, and incorporated June 13,

1823. It is not unreasonable to expect that similar institutions will, at no distant pe-

riod, be formed in each of the United States,
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ciety in Portsmouth addressed letters, dated March 3, 1823, to a

Committee of eighteen gentlemen,^ in the counties of Rocking-

ham and Strafford, requesting them to meet and make arrange-

ments for the contemplated celebration. That Committee met

at Exeter March 13, and after attending to the subject particu-

larly referred to them, associated with them other gentlemen

present on the occasion, and calling the Hon. Ichabod Bartlett to

the chair, and appointing Professor Hosea Hildreth, Secretary,

proceeded to consider the expediency of forming a Society for

the purpose of discovering, procuring and preserving whatever

may relate to the natural, civil, literary and ecclesiastical his-

tory of the State. It w^as the unanimous opinion of the meeting,

that it was expedient to form such a society, and a Committee

was appointed to invite a limited number of gentlemen to attend

at Portsmouth, on the 2 Oth of May following, for that purpose.

Twenty-one gentlemen convened at Portsmouth, May 20,

1823, and formed themselves into an Historical Society. Meas-

ures were taken to obtain an act of incorporation,! which passed

both branches of the Legislature, and was approved by the

Governor, June 13, 1823. On the same day, the Society was

organized at the Capitol in Concord, under its charter, adopted

the constitution reported by Messrs. Plumer, Noyes, and Plum-

er, jr., a committee previously appointed to draft the same, and

elected its officers for the year ensuing.

* Hon. Ichabod Bartlett, Gen. Timothy Upham, Alexander Ladd, Esq. and Nathaniel
A. Haven, jr. Esq. of Portsmouth; Mr. Charles Gushing, of Little Harbor; Hon.
Andrew Feirce, James Bartlett, Esq. and Charles W. Cutter, Esq. of Dover; Stephen
Mitchell, Esq. of Durham; David Barker, jr. Esq. of Rochester; John Kelly, Esq.
of Northwood; WilHara Smith Esq. Oliver W. B. Peabody, Esq. and Col. Peter
Chadwick, of Exeter; Samuel Dana Bell, Esq. of Chester; Jabob B. Moore, liichard
Bartlett, Esq. and John Farmer, Esq. of Concord.

t The act of Incorporation, Constitution, and By-Laws of the Society, with a List of
Articles on which the Society wish for information, books and pamphlets wanted by
the Society, and the names of the members, Jaave been published in a pamphlet of 24
pages, 8vo.
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COLLECTIONS.

Memoir of the Hon. Samuel Penhallotv, one of the

Counsellors of the Province of New-Hampshire,
and author of a Narrative of Indian Wars, &c,—
By Nathaniel Adams.

To trace the principal events in the lives of emi-

nent men of former times, is always desirable, but

frequently attended with difficulty. Their cotempo-

raries have not always been careful to record those

deeds, which have led them to eminence; nor has

tradition in every instance been faithful to hand them
down to posterity undiminished. Time, the great

devourer of all things, preys upon the evidence design-

ed to perpetuate virtuous actions with unabated appe-

tite ; and the destroying flames sometimes consume
those evidences which have escaped the ravages of

time. These misfortunes have attended the author of

the narrative of the Indian wars. His descendants,

some of whom now fill important offices in the State,

have been able to preserve but few anecdotes respect-

ing him ; and a diary which he kept for many years,

in which he had noted some of the most remarkable
incidents of his life, as well as the passing events of

the day, was destroyed by the fire, which laid waste
a considerable part of the town of Portsmouth, in

December, 1802. A short extract from this diary has

been preserved in the collections of the Massachu-
setts Historical Society.

Samuel Penhallow was born at St. Mabon, in the

county of Cornwall, in England, the second day of

July, 1665. His anceMors had possessed a landed
estate in that county. His father was attached to

the dissenting interest, and was intimate with the

Kev. Charles Morton, rector of the parish of Blis-

land in the same county. Morton became obnoxious
to the ruling party, and was silenced for non-con-

formity to the rites, and ceremonies of the established
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church. He removed to Newington-Green, near Lon-

don, where he opened a school for the instruction of

youth, in the various branches of literature. His

school soon became famous, and numbers resorted

to it for education. In 1683, Penhallow being then

about eighteen years of age, was placed under his

care. He pursued his studies with diligence, and

made such progress as not only to gain the approba-

tion of his instructor, but to attract the attention of

other gentlemen of science. He continued with Mr.

Morton about three years, and until his school was
broken up. The bishops and ecclesiastical authority

of the Church did not choose that dissenters and

puritans should be employed to superintend the edu-

cation of the rising generation ; and prohibited Mr.

Morton from pursuing that employment. Mr. Mor-

ton then determined to take refuge in New-England,

where he could enjoy that liberty of conscience, which

w^as denied him in his native land. He had an affec-

tionate attachment to his pupils, and requested some
of them to accompany him. The subject of this

memoir was one that was selected on this occasion,

to whom Mr. Morton promised his favour and assist-

ance. Penhallow with the consent of his parents

accepted the proposals ; they embarked for this coun-

try and arrived here in July, 1686. Before they left

England, the society for propagating the gospel among
the Indians, offered Penhallow twenty pounds sterling

a year for three years, if he would make himself

acquainted with the Indian language; and sixty

pounds a year, afterwards during life, if he devoted

himself to the ministry, and preached to them " at

times." Soon after their arrival here, Mr. Morton
had an invitation to take charge of the church at

Charlestown, which he accepted. How long Penhal-

low continued with him is uncertain. He probably

pursued his studies for sometime, according to his

original design of qualifying himself for the ministry

;

whilst he resided at Charlestown he was admitted a



Memoir of Samuel Fenhallow. 11

member of the church under Mr. Morton's, pastoral

care. But the political troubles, which took place in

Massachusetts about this time, discouraged him from
entering into the ministry, and he removed to Ports-

mouth ; at what precise time doth not appear. Soon
after his settlement here, he married Mary Cutt, a

daughter of President Cutt. She inherited from her

father, a valuable patrimony, part of which consisted

of a tract of land, on which a large portion of the

town of Portsmouth is built. Mr. Penhallow engaged
in trade, and with the property he had received by
his wife, accumulated a great estate. He erected the

brick house which stood at the head of the pier;

where he lived in a style superior to most of his fel-

low townsmen of that day. He was given to hospi-

tality. His house was open to every stranger of dis-

tinction who visited the town ; and the poor found
in him, at all times,* a friend ready to relieve their

distress. His influence in the town was great, and
he took an active part in the management of their

affairs. He was early appointed a magistrate, and in

the execution of that office, he was prompt, decisive

and firm ; and literally " a terror to evil doers." So
great was his abhorence of vice, that he proceeded
with great severity towards those who were arraigned

before him, especially when he discovered any symp-
toms of guilt. He received a mandamus as one of his

Majesty's Council, and took his seat at the board.

For some years after his appointment, the business of

the Council was conducted with harmony, or at least

without any personal altercation. When Lt. Gov-
ernor Vaughan took his seat, he assumed more power
than many thought belonged to him. Disputes took
place between him and Governor Shute on the subject.

Penhallow warmly espoused the cause of the Gov-
ernor and opposed Yaughan's pretensions. Vaughan
highly resented Penhallow's conduct, and suspended
him from the council. Governor Shute hastened to

Portsmouth as soon as he heard of these transactions.
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reinstated Penhallow and suspended Y^ughan. Mat-

ters were soon restored to their former peaceable state,

and business was transacted with its usual ease and
decorum. In the council, Mr. Penhallow was an
active and influential member, and as senior counsel-

lor, he presided with dignity and impartiality.

The Eecorder of deeds was appointed by the house

of Representatives, and Mr. Penhallow had received

that appointment. The records and files which had
been taken from Chamberlaine, were deposited in the

Recorder's office, subject to the orders of the General

Court. Whilst Lt. Gov. Usher was in office, he was
desirous of having the control of those papers, because

he expected to find among them the papers relating

to Mason's suits, which had been carefully kept from
him. He procured an order from the Lords of Trade
and Plantations, who had the direction of all provin-

cial afiairs, that they should be 'placed in the secre-

tary's office. Application was made for them to Mr.

Penhallow, but he absolutely refused to deliver them
unless he was authorized to do it by an act of the

General Court. Neither the threats nor the entreat-

ies of the Lt. Governor had any influence upon him.

This refusal shews the great firmness of his mind, and
that he was not to be overawed by persons of higher

grade in office, when their commands were in opposi-

tion to what he thought his duty.

In 1714, Mr. Penhallow was appointed a Justice of

the Superior Court of Judicature ; and in 1717, Chief

Justice of the same Court, which office he held until

his death. A strong mind, improved by education,

added to his long acquaintance with public business,

enabled him to discharge the duties of the office with

as much credit to himself, and benefit to the public, as

could be expected from any one not bred to the pro-

fession of the law.

Mr. Penhallow likewise held the office of Treasurer

of the Province for several years ; his last account is

dated the 9th of November, 1726, and signed by him.
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but was settled by his Executor with a committee of

the General Court after his decease. He transferred

his connexion from the Church in Charlestown to that

in Portsmouth, in 1717. In his last will he gave a

legacy to the poor of the church, of which he was a

member, and another to the Kev. Mr. Fitch, his pastor.

Judge Penhallpw filled many of the most important

offices in the government, and discharged the duties

attached to them with great integrity. His firmness

and perseverance were essential qualities in a person

concerned in the administration of government, in the

turbulent times in which he lived, and the publick

reaped the benefit of them. His attachment to the

country increased with his residence in it, and he used
his constant endeavours to promote its best interests.

He died at Portsmouth the second day of Decem-
ber 1726, aged sixty-one years and fi.\e months.

PENHALLOWS INDIAN WARS.

k

[The Publishing Committee of the New-Hampshire Historical Society, have thought

proper to re-publish in the first volume of their Collections, the whole of Penhallow's

Indian Wars, with the addition of such notes as might serve to increase the value of

the information in the text. This work had become so exceedingly scarce, that it was
with some trouble a complete copy coul4 be found. The difficulty of procuring one,

may be perceived from the following extract of a letter from one of the most distin-

guished antiquaries of New-England, to whom the Committee wrote, in order to pro-

cure a transcript of the title page, which was lost in the copy from which this is

printed. " I am very sorry that I could not seasonably procure for you an entire copy

of Penhallow's Indian Waks, in furtherance of your very laudable design of a

re-publication. Finding that the copy which I used in the compilation of American
Annals, was imperfect, the time and place of its publication being wanting, and not being

sure where I procured it, though I supposed from the Library of our Historical Society,

I knew not where I could obtain an entire one for you. On the reception of your last

letter, I concluded first to make a careful inquiry and search at our College Library,

thinking, after all, it might be there,—and, at the same time, to inquire of the members

of the American Academy, who were soon to meet in Cambridge, for a private copy.

The Academy met yesterday—but I found none; nor could Judge Davis, the most

likely of any one to inform me, tell me where a copy could be found. I examined the

College Library, with the help of the Librarian, but could find none. I then deter-

mined to try the Historical Society's Library. Having engaged the Librarian to be

there at a certain hour this afternoon, I went to the Library, and found the Volume,
and, to my great joy, the title page entire, though in great jeopardy; the two next

leaves, containing the Preface, by Dr. Coleman, being entirely loosened from the book.

I send you an exact copy of the title page, and hope it will reach you in sufficient season."

Excepting in the title page, the committee have not followed the ancient orthography,

it being exceedingly various; nor the mode in italicising proper names, &c. and in

beginning substantives with a capital letter.]
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THE

OF THE

Wars of New-England with the Eastern Indians,

OR A

NARRATIVE
Of their continued Perfidy and Cruelty,

from the 10th of August^ 1703,

To the Peace renewed 13th of July, 1713.

And from the 25th of Juhj, 1722,

To then- Submission 15th DecemheTy 1725,

Which was ratified August 5th, 1726.

Nescio tu quibus es, Lector, lecturus ocellis,

Hoc scio, quod siccis, scribere non poiui.

BOSTON:
Printed by T. Fleet, for S. Gerrish at the lower end of Cornhill, and D. Henchman

over against the Brick Meeting-House in Cornhill, 1726.
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THE PEEFACK

It is one part of our honor and happiness in this

country, among the many difficulties and troubles

which have attended the settlements and growth of

it unto this day, that there have not been wanting
from time to time, honest and worthy persons, and
some learned, who have delivered down to posterity .a

plain and true account of the wars which we have
had with the Indian natives in one part of the land

and in another.

We owe much to those who have done us this ser-

vice from the beginning, and they have herein served

God, as well as obliged the world. For it always has

been, and ever is like to be a grateful thing to man-
kind, to be informed of the rise and growth of prgv-

inces, and of the sufferings of their feeble infant state.

From the days of Moses, who wrote the first history,

the beginning of the world, and of Israel, the wise

and pious among men have scarcely known a more
sacred pleasure, nor found a more profitable enter-

tainment, than in tracing the footsteps and windings
of Divine Providence, in the planting of colonies and
churches, here and there, through the earth.

Nor let it seem vain in me to say, that in the set-

tlement of the New-England churches and provinces,

there have been some circumstances so like unto those

of Israel of old, (after their entrance into Canaan,) that

I am persuaded no people of God imder heaven can
sing of his mercies and judgments in the inspired

phrase* with more direct and pertinent appHcation,

than we can do. The subject of the following book
affords us the most special instance hereof; namely,that
although our merciful and gracious God did in a won-
derful manner, cast out the heathen before our fathers,

and planted them
;
prepared also room before them,

and caused them to take deep root and to fill the

* 70 and 80 Psalms, and part of 105, 106, and 107 Psalms,
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land, so that the vine hath sent out her boughs unto the

sea, and her branches upon the river
;
yet to humbly

improve us, and for our sins to punish us, the right-"

eous God hath left a sufficient number of the fierce

and barbarous savages on our borders, to be pricks in

our ears, and thorns in our sides, and they have been
and are like the boar of the woods to waste us, and
the wild beast of the field to devour us.

Wherefore, on principles both humane and religious,

I'gladly introduce the following memoirs to the pub-

lic view, with my hearty thanks to the honorable

author for the great pains he has taken (among other

his public services) to transmit these particulars of the

two last wars with the Indian enemy down to posteri-

ty, that the generation to come might know them,

and set their hope in God, and not forget his works,

but keep his commandments.
The Reader must not expect much entertainment

or curiosity in the story of a barbarous war with cruel

and perfidious savages. It is the benefit of posterity

in a religious improvement of this dry and bloody

story, that we aim at, in preserving some remembrance
thereof And that in times to come, when we are

dead and forgotten, materials may remain for a contin-

ued and entire history of our country ; and we hope
that they who come after us will take the like care in

their times for the children that shall be born.

Let it suffice, in praise of the narrative, if the fiicts

related be true and exact, and that the style be famil-

iar, plain and easy, as all historical memoirs should be

written. As to the truth of it, none (I suppose) will

have any doubt, to whom the author is known ; and
to whom among us is he not known ? Or by whom
among the lovers of the country is he not esteemed
for his affectionate regard unto the civil and religious

liberties of it?

The Rev. Dr. Mather wrote the Remarkahles of the

Eastern war before this, from the year 1688 unto the

year 1698, ten years, wherefore he called his book
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Decennium Luctuosum. This book may claim the like

title, for the first war here related, from August 10,

1703, to the 13th July, 1713, did also continue just

ten years.

To these ten years of trouble and distress, the

author has added an account of another but shorter

war of three years, from July 25, 1722, to December
15, 1725, when the savages by their delegates renew-

ed their submission, and signed articles of peace in

the Council Chamber in Boston ; for the lasting effects

whereof we are humbly waiting on a gracious God
with our earnest prayers. And we owe abundant
praises to his holy name for the great successes, with

which he has been pleased to crown the councils and
arms of the province in this last short war; to the

humbling the insolent enemy and bringing them so

soon to sue for the peace which they had broken.

Not unto us, Lord ! not to us, but to thy name give

glory ; for thy mercy and for thy truth sake !

In a special manner, the wonderful victory obtained

August 12, 1724, over the bold and bloody tribes at

Norridgewalk, and their sudden destruction that mem-
orable day, was the singular work of God; And
the officers and soldiers piou^sly put far from them-
selves the honor of it The plain hand of providence,

and not their own conduct, facilitated and quickened
their march, God sent them timely information where
the Indians had placed their guards upon the river,

that they might shun them, and so come upon the

town undiscovered. God brought them on it in a

right time, when the fighting men were just com^e in

from abroad, and the next day (we are told) they
were to have come down on our frontiers. They
were surprised in the height of security, and so amaz-
ed that they could not find their hands when they
would have escaped. This destruction of the enemy
was with the loss of only one life, and two wounded
on our part. And he, who was the father of the war,

the ghostly father of those perfidious savages, like
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Balaam the son of Beor, was slain among the enemy,

after his vain endeavors to curse ns.

May those singular favours of God have their sav-

ing effects on us ! and his goodness to us on the pres-

ent fruits of peace, which we are about to reap ; lead

us to repentance, bind us to obedience, raise us in

Devotion, and endear his blessed name and truths and

ways to us. Amen.
BENJAMIN COLMAN.=^

Boston, Jan. 28, 1725-6.

INTRODUCTION.

The keeping a register of memorable occurrences,

as it has been the practice of former ages, so it ought

to be continued for the advantage of posterity. And
inasmuch as the Divine Providence has placed me
near the seat of action, where I have had greater

opportunities than many others of remarking the

cruelty and perfidy of the Indian enemy, I thought it

my duty to keep a record thereof Not that at first

I designed to make these memoirs public, but now am
persuaded to it by some whose judgment I pay a def-

erence unto. In the collecting them, I have used all

faithfulness ; and have been assisted therein, not only

from the abstracts of original letters, but from per-

sons of the best credit and reputation, and yet doubt-

less some small occurrences may have slipt my knowl-

edge.

I tnight with Orosius veryjustly entitle this history,

de miseria hominum, being no other than a narrative

of tragical incursions perpetrated by bloody pagans,

who are monsters of such cruelty, that the words of

Virgil may not unaptly be applied to them.

Tristius haud illis monstrum, nee Saevior ulla pestis et ira Deum.

[*Dr. Colman, one of the most eminent divines of New-England, and the minister
of tlie church in Brattle-street, from August 4, 1699, to his death August 20, 1747, was
a native of Boston, and born 19th Oct. 1673, and graduated at Harvard College, in 1692,
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Who are as implacable in their revenge, as they

are terrible in the execution of it ; and will convey

it down to the third and fourth generation. No
courtesy will ever oblige them to gratitude ; for their

greatest benefactors have frequently fallen as victims

to their fury.

The Roman spectacles of old, were very lively in

them repeated. God has made them a terrible

scourge for the punishment of our sins. And prob-

ably that very sin of ours in neglecting the welfare of

their souls. For we have not expressed the like laud-

able care for them, as hath been done in the southern

and western parts of the country. But indeed, we
have rather aimed to advance a private trade, than to

instruct them in the principles of true religion. This

brings to my remembrance a remarkable saying of

one of their chief sachems, whom (a little before the

war broke out) I asked, wherefore it was, they were
so much bigotted to the French, considering their

traffic with them was not so advantageous as with the

English ? He gravely replied, " that the Friars taught

them to pray, but the English never did."

And it is also remarkably observable, that among all

the settlements and towns of figure and distinction,

not one of them have been utterly destroyed where-

ever a church was gathered.

But if the eastern parts have been remiss, this

should no ways detract from the praise of that incom-

parable zeal of the venerable Mr. Eliot, and the inde-

fatigable pains which the renowned Mr. Mayhews and
others, have exercised in the instruction and conver-

sion of the natives in their parts : wherein they were
so far successful (through the blessing of God) as to

form many churches of baptized Indians ; and to gather
many assemblies of catechumens, that profess the

name of Christ ; which remain to this day the fruit

and reward of their labors, will bespeak their praise to

future ages, and the thanksgiving of many to God.

S. P.
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The History of the Wars of New-England, &c.

It is storied of Tissaphernes^ that so soon as he

entered into a league with Agesilaus, king of Sparta,

he studied means whereby to infringe and violate

the same. Upon which Agesilaus sent his Ambassa-
dors unto him to return him thanks, that by so doing,

he had made the Gods his enemies. Now considering

the league that has been solemnized with the Indians,

together with their cruelty and treachery so notorious-

ly perpetrated, it is no wonder if in the sequel of this

history, we find them under some signal remark of

the Divine displeasure.

Not that I am insensible that many have stigmatized

the English, as chiefly culpable in causing the first

breach between them and us ; by invading their prop-

erties and defrauding them in their dealings ; but to

censure the public for the sinister actions of a few
private persons, is utterly repugnant to reason and
equity. Especially, considering the great care that

the legislative power had taken to protect the natives

and their interests.

What hath formerly occurred of this kind is none
of my business to descant upon here ; but as to the

infraction which I am about to make mention of, I

never yet heard the least word in their favour, but all

sorts of persons do condemn their perfidy.

At the arrival of Governor Dudley in the year 1702,

the whole body of Indians was in a tolerable good
frame and temper; but being animated by the French,

they soon began to threaten and insult the English

:

upon which, in the succeeding year, June the 20th, a

Congress was appointed at Casco, where the chiefs of

the several tribes met, viz: Mauxis, and Hope hood,

from Norridgewock,*^ Wanungunt and Wanadugun-
buent, from Penobscot, Wattanummon, Adiawando and
Ilegen, from Penacook t and Pigwacket.

I* Naridgewalk, in the copy. t Pennecook in the copy.]
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Mesambomett and Wexar, from Amasconty, with

about 250 men in 65 canoes, well armed, and mostly

painted with variety of colours, which seemingly

were affable and kind, and yet in some instances gave

cause of jealousy.

A tent being fixed for entertaining the Governor
and gentlemen who accompanied him, together with

the Sagamores; his Excellency very kindly saluted

them, saying, " That as he was commissioned by the

great and victorious Queen of England, he came to

visit them as his friends and brethren, and to recon-

cile whatever differences had happened since the last

treaty."

At this, they made a pause, but after a short inter-

mission, Captain Simmo, who was their orator, arose,

and said, " That they acknowledged his favour in giv-

ing them a visit at such a juncture, with so many of

the 'Council and gentlemen of both Provinces; assur-

ing him, that they aimed at nothing more than peace;

and that as high as the sun was above the earth, so

far distant should their designs be of making the least

breach between each other." And, as a testimony

thereof, they presented a him a belt of wampum,
and invited him to the two pillars of stones, which at

a former treaty were erected, and called by the signif-

icant name of the Two Brothers ; unto which both
parties went, and added a greater number of stones.

This ceremony being performed, several volleys

were discharged on each side ; and the Indians added
their ususal dancing, singing, and loud, acclamations

of joy. Trading-houses in several places were here-

upon engaged ; and that the price of commodities
should be stated, and an armorer fixed at the public

charge. Many presents were also made them, which
they kindly received ; so that every thing looked
with a promising aspect of a settled peace : And that

which afterward seemed to confirm it, was the coming
in of Captain Bomazeen and Captain Samuel, who
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informed, that several missionaries from the Friars

were lately come among them, who endeavored to

break the union, and seduce them from their alle-

gience to the Crown of England ; but had made no
impression on them, for that they were as firm as the

mountains, and should continue so, as long as the sun

and moon endured.

The eastern inhabitants, who before had thoughts

of removing, were now encouraged to stand their

ground ; several more were also preparing to settle

among them, partly from the fertility of the soil, the

plenty of timber, the advantage of fishery, and seve-

ral other inducements. But I should have taken

notice of two instances in the late treaty, wherein the

matchless perfidy of these bloody infidels did noto-

riously appear. 1st. As the treaty was concluded

with volleys on both sides, as I said before, the Indians

desired the English to fire first, which they readily

did, concluding it no other but a compliment ; but so

soon as the Indians fired, it was observed that their

guns were charged with bullets ; having contrived (as

was afterwards confirmed) to make the English the vic-

tims of that day. But Providence so ordered it, as to

place their chief Councillors and Sachems in the tent

where ours were seated, by which means they could

not destroy one without endangering the other ! 2d.

As the English waited some days for Watanummon
(the Pigwacket sachem) to complete their Comicil, it

was afterward discovered, that they only tarried for a

reinforcement of 200 French and Indians, who in

three days after we returned, came among them

;

having resolved to seize the Governor, Council and
gentlemen, and then to sacrifice the inhabitants at

pleasure ; which probably they might have done, had
they not been prevented by an overruling power.

But notwithstanding this disappointment, they were
still resolved on their bloody design : for within six

weeks after, the whole eastern country was in a con-
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flagration, no house standing nor garrison unattacked.

August lOth,"^ at nine in the morning, they began
their bloody tragedy, being about five hundred Indians

of all sorts, with a number of French ; who divided

themselves into several companies, and made a descent

on the several inhabitants from Casco to Wells, at one
and the same time, sparing none of every age or sex.t

As the milk white brows of the grave and ancient

had no respect shown ; so neither had the mournful
cries of tender infants the least pity ; for they triumph-

ed at their misery, and applauded such as the skilfullest

artists, who were most dexterous in contriving the

greatest tortures ; which was enough to turn the most
stoical apathy into streams of mournful sympathy and
compassion.

The town of Wells, which valiantly stood its ground
both in the former and latter war, suffered now great

spoil, nor could escape without the loss of 39 that

were killed and taken.

Cape Porpoise t being inhabited only by a few fish-

ermen, was wholly laid desolate. But the garrison

at Winter-Harbor defended itself with much bravery

;

yet it was at last overpowered by force, and then sub-

mitted on terms.

Saco-Fort was also attacked by the enemy with
great fury; they killed eleven, and carried twenty-
four captive.

Spurwink,§ which was principally inhabited by the

Jordans, had no less than twenty-two of that family

killed and taken.

Those at Scarborough were mostly in garrison,

whom the Indians not willing to encounter, sent a

[* In the year 1703.]

[t The Indians took and killed 130 people. 1 Belknap, 264.]

[tCape Porposs in the copy.]

r k Spurwink ia the settlement near Richmond's island in Maine. It was the seat of
Robert Trelawney who early came over, and had a grant of nearly all the lands in Cape
Elizabeth, and of the lands on the neck of Casco, and extending some way into the
country.]
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captive before with a flag of truce;. but the officer

being acquainted with their intrigues, slighted the

message, secured the captive and made a vigorous

defence. However, by a long siege, they were so

reduced, that had not recruits been sent them, they

had utterly been overthrown.

Perpooduck* was of all places {for number) the

greatest sufferers, being but nine families, and no
garrison to retire unto ; neither any men at home,
where they took eight, and inhumanly butchered

twenty-five ; among whom was the wife of Michael

Webber, who being big with child, they knocked her

on the head, and ript open her womb, cutting one

part of the child out; a spectacle of horried bar-

barity.

Casco,t which was the utmost frontier commanded
by Major March, who was all this while insensible of

the spoil that the Indians had done, was saluted by
Mauxis, Wanungonet, and Assacombuit, three of their

most valiant and puissant Sachems. They gradually

advanced with a flag of truce, and sent one before

them, to signify that they had matter of moment to

impart to him. At first, he slighted the message, but
on second thoughts w^ent out to meet them; they
seeming to him but few in number, and unarmed :

however he ordered two or three sentinels to be ready
in case of danger. Their voice to him at first seemed
like the voice of Jacob, but their hands were like the

hands of Esau : With their tongues they used deceit^

and the poison of asps was under their lips. For no
sooner had they saluted him, but with hatchets under
their mantles they violently assaulted him ; having a

number that lay in ambush near them, who shot down
one of his guards : but being a person of uncommon
strength, as well as courage, he soon wrested a hatchet
from one of them, with which he did good execution

:

[*Perpooduck is the point directly opposite Portland. Greenleafs Eccl. Hist. p. £7.]

[t Casco was what was anciently called Falmouth. Sullivan, p. 213.]
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1 et if sergeant Hook (with a file of ten from the

fort) had not speedily succoured him, they would soon

have overpowered him. Mr. Phippeny and Mr. Kent,

who accompanied him, were attacked by others, and
soon fel! by their fury ; for being advanced in years,

they w^ere so infirm, that I might say of them as

Juvenal did of Priam, they had scarce blood enough
left to tinge the knife of the sacrifice.

The enemy being defeated in this their design, fell

upon the several cottages which lay round, and
destroyed all they could. But the Major on rallying

his men together, seeing nothing but fire and smoke,

divided them into three parts, which were twelve in

each, and interchanged them every two hours, who
thus continued six days and nights without the least

intermission ; by which time the whole body of In-

dians came together being upwards of five hundred,

besides French commanded by Monsieur Bobasser,

who had ransacked and laid waste the several settle-

ments before mentioned, and being flushed with

success, having taken one sloop, two shallops, and
much plunder, attempted to undermine the fort from
the water side, in which they proceeded two days and
nights, and probably would have eifected their design,

if they had not been prevented by the arrival of Capt.

Southack, who raised the siege, retook the shallop,

and shattered their navy, w^hich was upwards of 200
canoes.

On Tuesday after, ^ Capt. Tom, with thirty Indians,

made a descent on Hampton village, where they slew

four, besides the widow Mussey, who was a remark-
able speaking Quaker, and much lamented by that

sect. They also rifled two houses near the garrison,

but fearing a pursuit, drew off; it being generally

obseved, that they seldom annoy but by surprise.!

[August 17, 1703.]

It On the 8th October, 1703, Zebediah WilHams and John Nims, were taken prison-
ers at Deerfield , and carried to Canada. Williams died there; Nims, with some others,
made his escape and returned to Deertield in 1705.]
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By this time,.Capt. Summersby was ordered with

his troop to Portsmouth, and Capt. Wadley to Wells,

with the like company of Dragoons ; many conclud-

ing that the eastern parts would be the seat of action

;

and yet a few days after, advice was brought from
Deerfield, (as a forerunner of some greater evil) of

two men taken and carried to Canada; which so

alarm'd the country, to see the frontiers insulted two
hundred miles in length, that on September 26th, the

Governor ordered 360 men to Pigwacket, one of their

principal head-quarters : but thro' the difficulty of the

passage, and unskilfulness of the guides, they returned

without any discovery.

Capt. Davis at the same time had the like misfor-

tune, who went to the ponds, but it seemed the enemy
went eastward : For on the 6th of October, Capt.

Hunnuell with nineteen men as they were going to

work in their meadows at Black point,* were way-
laid by two hundred Indians, who at one stroke killed

and took the whole body excepting one, who like Job's

messenger was preserved to give the melancholy
account thereof Upon this they attacked the fort,

where only eight men were left under the command
of Lieut. Wyatt, who by the encouragement of Capt.

Willard, and Capt. Wells, . that were there in two
sloops, stood their ground some time, but being

afterwards dispirited, they went on board Capt. Wells,

and the enemy set the deserted garrison on fire.

Another company of Indians commanded by Samp-
son fell on York, where they slew Arthur Brandon's
wife and five children, carrying captive with them the
widow Parsons and her daughter.

[* Black point was one part of Scarborough, Me.]
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The former attempt on Pigwacket * proving un-

successful, Colonel March went a second time with

the like number of men, where he killed six In-

dians and took as many more with some plunder,

which was the first reprisal that we made ; but the

enemy dispersing into small parties, did much more
mischief than in larger ; which put the country into

a far greater confusion, insomuch that there was no

safety to him that went out, nor him that came in,

but dreadful calamity on every side, t

Terror uhique tremor

At Berwick, they ambushed five, and as the store

ship was entering Casco, they entertained them so

unexpectedly with a volley of shot, that the Mas-

ter with three more were slain, and two in the boat

wounded.
The general assembly being sensibly affected with

the state of matters, and disposed to a vigorous

prosecution of the war, enacted, that forty pounds

should be given for every Indian scalp, which

prompted some, and animated others, to a noble

emulation. Capt. Tyng was the first that embraced
the tender, who in the depth of winter, went to

their head quarters, and got five, for which he

received two hundred pounds. Major Hilton also

with five companies more made the like essay,

and so did Capt. Stephens, but returned with no

other laurel than the safety of themselves and com-

pany.$

The enemy went on daring and successful. They
frequently followed the tracks of our men in their

marches: At Berwick, they killed one, wounded

[This word is differently spelt. Wintlirop has it Pegicaggett ; Sullivan Peckwcdket
a.nd Pickwocket ; Belkna.]^, Pigwacket. Ttie true orthography is said to be Pequaw-
kett.]

[tThe success of Col. March encouraged the government to offer a bounty of £40 for
scalps. 1 Belknap, 265.

[t Capt, John Gilman, of Exeter, Capt. Chesley and Capt. Davis of Oyster river,

inarched with their companies on snow shoes into the woods; tut returned without
success. 1 Belknap, 266.
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another, and burnt too houses. After that they

made a descent on Andrew Neal's Garrison, where

they were vigorously repulsed by Capt. Brown, who
killed nine on the spot and wounded many more,

which so enraged those wretches, that at their return

they executed their revenge on Joseph Ring, who
was then a captive among them, whom they fastened

to a stake and burnt alive ; barbarously shouting and

rejoicing at his crieSf-.o-

, February 8th, Joseph Bradley's garrison of Haver-

hill was unhappily surpriz'd by a small scout, who
skulking at a distance, and seeing the gates open and

none on the sentry, rushed in and became masters

thereof The housewife perceiving the misery that

was attending her, and having boiling soap on the fire,

scalded one of them to death. The sentinel within

was slain, and she with several others ^vere taken

;

which w^as the second time of her captivity. But
that which heightened her affliction was being with

child, and yet obliged to travel in a deep snow, under

a heavy burden, and many days together without

subsistence, excepting a few bits of skin, ground-nuts,

bark of trees, wild onions, and lilly roots. Neverthe-

less she was w^onderfully supported, and at last safely

delivered ; but the babe soon perished for want of

nourishment, and by the cruelty of the Indians, who,
as it cried, threw hot embers in its mouth. After a

year's bondage, she was sold to the French for eighty

livres, and then redeemed by her husband.

The use of snow-shoes appearing very requisite

for marching in the winter season, occasioned an act

in both provinces for supplying the frontiers there-

with : And this season, which before w^as dreaded as

most hazardous, was now the time of greatest safety,

and of less difficulty in travelling.

But the southern parts not thinking themselves in

so much danger did in a little time become secure,

w^hich the enemy taking notice of, fell on Deerfield,
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of which the Rev. Mr. Stoddard gave me the following

account. That Colonel Schuyler, who w^as always a
kind and faithful intelligencer, gave timely warning
thereof, which awakened some, but was slighted by
others : However, Mr. Williams, the worthy pastor

of that place, was strongly possessed that the town
would in a little time be destroyed; signifying as

much in his publick ministry, and private conference

;

and could not be satisfied till he had got twenty
soldiers to be posted there. A few nights before the
assault was they were strangely amused, by a tramp-
ling noise round the fort, as if it were beset by
Indians. Towards morning, being February 29th,

the enemy sent scouts to discover the posture of

the town, who observing the watch walking in the
streets, returned and put them to a stand : Awhile
after they sent again and were advised that all was
then still and quiet : upon which, two hours before
day, they attacked the fort, and by the advantage of
some drifts of snow, got over the walls. The
whole body was above two hundred and fifty, un-
der the command of Monsieur Arteil, who found
the people fast asleep and easily secured them.
The most considerable part of the town thus fell

into their hands.

They left no garrison unattacked, excepting that

of Capt. Wells; but at Benoni Stebbins's they met
with some repulse, and lost several. Sixty of the
English fell, whereof many were stifled in a cellar

;

and a hundred were taken captive,"^ who with a
melancholy countenance condoled each other's mis-

^^y^ y^t durst not express the anguish of their

souls. That day and night were spent in plun-

dering, burning and destroying. The next morn-
ing they withdrew into the woods, carrying with
them their plunder and captives;* among whom

[*The names of those persons who were killed and taken captive at Deerfield at this
time, are preserved in Rev. Mr. Williams' Redeemed Captive. Appendix.]
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was the Eeverend Mr. Williams,^ (before mentioned)

whose sufferings, with his neighbors, through a deep

snow, over mountainous desarts, were exceeding

great; besides many trials and fears which they

labored under.

The country being alarmed, several hastened to

their relief; about thirty of those which first came,

charged the enemy in the rear, and being strength-

ened with a farther supply, pursued them with

good success; but the enemy returning, and being

much superior in number, killed nine of ours in

the skirmish.

The day after, there was a considerable confluence

from the lower towns, as well as from the county of

Hartford, but for want of snow shoes, were unable to

pursue them. Some of our captives then in Canada,

knowing the enterprise that was on foot, sent several

letters unto their friends, which the enemy did care-

fully put into a bag, and hung it upon the limb of a

tree in the high way ; which letters were afterwards

found and gave satisfaction of ttose that were then
alive among them.

While the Indians by land were every way dis-

tressing of us, the French by sea were as industrious

to impoverish us.

April 7th, 1704, they fitted out a privateer shal-

lop with twenty seven men, to intercept our southern
trade as they came laden with provisions ; which if

they had succeeded in, would not only have supplied

their own indigent forces, but the Indians also
;
(who

were then forming a desperate design against us) but
through the favour of God to us, they were cast

away on Plymouth shore. A like signal favour to us
was the taking a store-ship of theirs (by our Virginia
fleet) of forty guns, bound to Canada, in which were

[*Rev. John Williams was son of Stephen AVilliams, Esq. of Koxbury, where he
was born Dec. 10, 1664; graduated at Harvard College 1683; ordained the first minister in
Deerfield, May, 16S6; captured' by the Indians, Feb. 29, 1704; returned from captivity
and arrived at Boston, Nov. 21, 1706; died June 12, 1729. He published a narrative of
his captivity and sufferings entitled " The Redeemed Captive returning to Zion," which,m 1/95, had passed through six editions.]
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twenty officers, two thousand small arms, with amuni-

tion answerable ; besides a vast number of crucifixes,

and presents of a greater value for encouraging the

Indians in acts of hostility against the English. In

the engagement, their General was slain, the only

man that fell in battle, by whose interest those stores

were procured; which loss was so affecting, that (as

some of our captives afterwards reported) it caused a

deep humiliation throughout Canada a considerable

time after.

As the spring advanced, it was thought necessary

to guard the frontiers with fresh troops, upon which.

Major Mason with ninety ^^q of the Pequod, and
Mohegan Indians, were posted at Berwick, who at

first were very terrifying to the enemy : Yet frequent

assaults were afterwards made at a little distance, as

on April 25th, Nathaniel Meader was shot while at

work in his field. They mangled his dead corpse af-

ter a barbarous manner. Next day, they kill'd

Edward Taylor near Lamprey-Eel River, and after that

took his wife and son, whom they carried to Canada,

and she was afterwards redeemed. From thence, they
went to Cochecho, expecting to have made Mr. Wal-
dron the victim of that day ; but being happily from
home, they missed their aim. However they surpriz-

ed a servant of his, as she went to the well for water,

whom (after they had examined concerning her mas-
ter, the state of the garrison, and other affairs) they
knocked on the head, but the stroke not proving fatal,

she afterwards recovered.

After this, several were assaulted in the road to

Wells, whereof two were killed, one taken, and anoth-

er made his escape.

May 13th, an express came from North-Hampton,
advising, that about break of day, a company of

French and Indians, fell on a fortified house, at Pas-

comuck,*^ where no watch being kept, the people

[*Now a part of East Hampton, Massachusetts.]
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were alarmed in their beds, by the noise of the en-

emy's rushing on the house ; and before the inhab-

itants could rise, the Indians had got their guns

through the port holes, and shot those that first ap-

peared, killing some, and wounding others. The
surprised people made what resistance they could,

firing briskly on the enemy ; but the house being

soon set on fire, they were forced to yield themselves

prisoners. The enemy soon drew off, but fearing

a pursuit, dismissed one of the wounded, with this

caution, that if the English followed them, they would
slay the prisoners ; but the unfortunate messenger
in returning back, was slain by another Indian. On
the same morning, another party attacked a farm

house, two miles off; but the fury of the dogs so

alarmed the Inhabitants, that they instantly got up
and fired several guns, to very good advantage, which
prevented any further attempt. As for those at

Pascomuck, they were immediately pursued ; three

made an escape, eight were rescued, nineteen slain,

and three carried to Canada. Next day. Major Whit-

ing pursued them with a number of horses, and came
upon their track, but the ways were so impassable,

that they sent their horses back with a resolve to fol-

low them on foot, but some proving lame, and others

tiring, caused the rest to desist. I would here remark,

that a little before the troubles at Pascomuck, and
the flxrm-house before mentioned, the people at

Springfield heard a great shooting; unto some it

seemed to be at Westfield, to others at a village, and
to some again in the woods ; so that many hastened

to their assistance ; but when they came all was still

and quiet, the reason whereof is hard to assign, and
yet we have repeated instances in history of the like

nature.

Under all those sufferings from a cruel enemy, little

or no impression could ever be made by us upon them,'

by reason of their retiring into unaccessable swamps,
and mountains. Wherefore it was determined, that
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Major Church, who was so eminently serviceable in the

former war, should visit their head quarters, according

to a scheme which he had projected.

No sooner was his commission granted, but he
raised a considerable number of volunteers out of

Plymouth colony both of English and friend Indians,

and marched to Naritaskett for further instructions

;

where the following gentlemen were appointed

officers under him, viz. Colonel Gorham, Major Hil-

ton, Captain John Brown, Constant, and Edward
Church, Cole, Dyer, Lamb, Cook, Harreden, Wil-

liamson, and MyricJ^,* with five hundred and fifty

men and fourteen transjoorts, and with thirty six

whaleboats, which were guarded by-Capt. Smith,

Eogers, and Southack, in three ships of war. After

they were equipped, they sailed to Pascataqua, to

make up their compliment from thence. May 15th,

they sailed eastward, visiting all parts as they went
along, till they came to the Green Islands, where
they took Monsieur Lafebure, and his two sons, with
a Canada Indian, whom they examined apart. The
father at first seemed surly and crooked, and the

young men were much of the like temper, but being
told what they must trust unto in case they did not
confess, were afterwards submissive, and promised to

pilot them wherever they were directed. Upon this,

the transports and whaleboats were ordered to be in

readiness, and every man to have a wreck's provision

;

from hence they paddled to Penobscot, and with the

assistance of D. Young, whom they brought out of

Boston Gaol on purpose for a pilot, killed and took a
considerable number both of French and Indians

among whom was St. Casteen's daughter. From
thence they went to Passamaquodda, and Mount

[* The names of the officers under Col. Church, as given in his memoirs of the expe-
dition, were Lt. Col. John Gorham, Major Winthrop Hilton, Captains John Brown,
James Cole, John Cook, Isaac Mirick, John Harradon, Constant Church, John Dyer^
Joshua Lamb, Caleb Williamson, and Edward Church.]
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Desartj where tl\ey met the three ships of war ac-

cording to appointment. Their custom was to rest

in the day, and row in the night ; and never to fire

at an Indian if they could reach him with a hatchet,

for fear of alarming them. Here they seized the

old Lotriell and his family, after that Monsieur
Guorden, and Sharkee, who a little before came
with a commission from Canada to form an expe-

dition against the English. No sooner had our forces

arrived here, but orders were sent them* from

Boston, forthwith to sail to Port-Koyal, expecting

some store ships from France, w^hich was welcome
news for officers and soldiers. But they missed

their expectations : However, the ships stood off

the harbor while the land forces went to Menis,

where a council of war was held, and Lieut. Giles

was sent to the town with a flag of truce and sum-

mons to surrender; their answer was, "that if our

"forces would not hurt their estates, they would
"surrender, otherwise, were resolved to stand their

" ground." Upon which, a descent was made upon
them that night, but little effected until the morn-
ing, and then the forces drew up and drove all be-

fore them.

There was at this time a considerable plenty of

brandy and claret in their houses, which rather

proved a snare than service to our men ; especially

the Indians, who naturally affect strong drink, but

this was soon prevented, by breaking in the heads

of the casks. Lieut. Baker and one more were
killed in this attack, and not above six died in the

whole expedition. Most of their houses were burnt,

and much plunder taken, but wdth as little effusion of

blood as possibly could be. The General ordered

their dams to be dug down, and their fortifications to

be laid in ashes. Having as great success as reason-

ably could be expected, throughout all the territories

of L'Acadia, and Nova Scotia, w^here he took a hun-

dred prisoners, burnt and laid waste all the French
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settlements, ( except the town of Port Royal

)

a great many cattle were also killed, and the

Indians driven into such confusion, that they left

their wigwams and retired into private cells.

On July 4th, a council of war was called to con-

cert what next to do, who resolved, that as the

Fort was alarmed, the enemy was more numerous
than at first ; and that as many of our men were
tired and defective, it would be best to return

;

which was also consented unto by our sea officers.

But notwithstanding the fatigue that this worthy
gentleman had undergone, and the dangers he had
run ; the spoil he had done ; and the victories he

won, yet he could not escape the censures of many.
Some indeed extolled his valour and conduct even to

an hyperbole, while others endeavoured to lessen it

with as much disgrace and infamy. Some thought

he did too much, others too little: But after one

and another has passed their sentiments, the Gene-
ral Assembly (which was then sitting) voted him
thanks for good services he did both to the queen and
country.

The Gover.nor of Port Royal being in fear of a

new enterprize, sent Lewis Allein as a spy, under the

colour of a flag of truce, with six prisoners, (whereof
Mr. Hoddy of Pascataqua was one) to observe and
know the motion of the English. But being suspect-

ed, he was apprehended and searched, and in his

pocket-book was found this direction :
" That if any

enterprise was on foot, he should (in his advice book)
join L. A. the two first letters of his name close

together ; if it was only in agitation, to place them at

some distance ; But if nothing was in motion, then to

sign a cross."

While our forces were engaged in visiting the

enemy abroad, great care was taken of covering the
frontiers at home ; and yet very daring assaults were
frequently made by small numbers. At Oyster
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river, they wounded William Tasket, and at Dover
they way-laid the inhabitants as they returned from
public worship : After that, they killed a lad near

Casco fort. About the same time, some of the enemy
were fishing up Connecticut river, and being tracked

by a small scout of our volunteers, one Englishman

and five Mohegan Indians, they pursued them to such

advantage, that they slew the whole company, save

one, which were nine in number. Mr. Caleb Lyman
(now Elder of a church in Boston) was leader in this

hardy action, and has favoured us with the following

account of it.

Mr. Caleb Lyman's account of eight enemy Indians

killed hy himself and five friend Indians.

" Some time in the month of May, 1704, there

came intelligence from Albany, of a number of enemy
Indians up Connecticut river, who had built a fort,

and planted corn, at a place called Cowassuck. On
the fifth of June folloAving, we set out (by order of

authority) from Northampton, and went nine days

journey into the wilderness, (through much difficulty,

by reason of the enemy's hunting and scouting in

the woods, as we perceived by their tracks and firing)

and then came across some fresh tracks, which we
followed till we came in sight of the abovesaid river

:

Supposing there might be a number of Indians at

hand, we being not far from the place where the fort

was said to be built. Here w^e made a halt, to consult

what methods to take ; and soon concluded to send

out a spy, with green leaves for a cap and vest, to pre-

vent his own discovery, and to find out the enemy.
But before our spy was gone out of sight, we saw two
Indians, at a considerable distance from us, in a canoe,

and so immediately called him : And soon after we
heard the firing of a gun up the river. Upon which
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we concluded to keep close till sun-set : and . then

if we could make any further discovery of the

enemy, to attack them, if possible, in the night.

—

And accordingly when the evening came on, we
moved towards the river, and soon perceived a

smoke, at about half a mile's distance, as we thought,

where we afterwards found they had taken up their

lodging. But so great was the difficulty, that (though

we used our utmost care and diligence in it) we were
not able to make the approach till about two o'clock

in the morning, when we came within twelve rods of

the wigwam where they lay. But here we met with

a new difficulty, which we feared would have ruined

our design. For the ground was so covered over with

dry sticks and brush, for the space of five rods, that

we could not pass, without making such a crackling,

as we thought would alarm the enemy, and give them
time to escape. But while we were contriving to

compass our design, God in his good providence so

ordered, that a very small cloud arose, which gave a

smart clap of thunder, and a sudden shower of rain.

And this opportunity we embraced, to run through
the thicket ; and- so came undiscovered within sight

of the wigwam ; and perceived by their noise, that

the enemy were awake. But however, being unwill-

ing to lose any time, we crept on our hands and
knees till we were within three or four rods of them.
Then we arose, and ran to the side of the wigwam,
and fired in upon them : and flinging down our guns,

we surrounded them with our clubs and hatchets

and knocked down several we met with. But after

all our diligence, two of their number made their

escape from us : one mortally wounded, and the other

not hurt, as we afterwards heard.

When we came to look over the slain, we found
seven dead upon the spot : six of whom we scalped,

and left the other unscalped. (Our Indians saying.
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they would give one to the country, since we had
each of us one, and so concluded we should be rich

enough.) When the action was thus over, we took

our scalps and plunder, such as guns, skins, &c. and
the enemy's canoes, in which we came down the river

about twelve miles by break of day, and then thought
it prudence to dismiss and break the canoes, knowing
there were some of the enemy betwixt us and home.
And now, all our care being how to make a safe

and comfortable return, we first looked over our

provision, and found we had not more than enough
for one small refreshment: and being above one
hundred miles from any English settlement, we were
very thoughtful how we should subsist by the way.
For having tracked about thirty of the enemy a little

before us, we could not hunt for our subsistence for

fear of discovery ; and so were obliged to eat buds of

trees, grass and strawberry leaves, for the space of

four or ^\e days, till through the goodness of God, we
safely arrived at Northampton, on the 19th or 20th
of the aforesaid June. And some time after, (upon
our humble petition to the Great and General Court,

to consider the service we had done) we received

thirty-one pounds reward. And I have only this to

observe, that in consequence of this action, the enemy
were generally alarmed, and immediately forsook

their fort and corn at Cowassuck, and never returned
to this day that we could hear of, to renew their set-

tlement in that place." ^

I beg the country's leave to observe, how poorly
this bold action and great service was rewarded.
No doubt they looked for, and well deserved, eight

times as much ; and now the provinqe would readily

pay eight hundred pounds in the like case: but a

[* May 11, 1704, John Allen and his wife were killed at, or near Deerfield. Sergeant
Hasks was wounded about the same time, but escaped to Hatfield.]
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gracious God has recompenced to the Elder, I trust,

both in the blessings of his providence and grace.

The French in Canada were now forming another

design on North Hampton, of which we had season-

able advice
;
yet two men were killed going to Deer-

field. After that, came in a French deserter, who in-

formed of the state of the army that was then com-

ing. Upon this, expresses and scouts were every way
sent to observe their motion : Major Whiting with a

considerable number went to the Ponds, where he ex-

pected to give them battle, but they were gone from

thence, leaving their canoes behind, which he burnt.

Their whole body were seven hundred, with two Friars,

under the command of Monsieur Boocore, who in

their march began to mutiny about the plunder, which

they had in view^, and expected to be master of: for-

getting the proverb about dividing the skin before the

bear was killed. Their dissention at last was so great,

that upwards of two hundred returned in discontent.

However the rest came on, and sent scouts before to

observe the posture of the English, who reported,

that they were as thick as the trees in the woods.

Upon which their spirits failed, and more of their

number deserted. They then called a council of war,

who resolved to desist from the enterprise. Yet some
staid, and afterwards fell on Lancaster and Groton,

where they did some spoil, but not what they ex-

pected, for that these towns were seasonably strength-

ened.^ ^

Capt. Tyng and Capt. How entertained a warm
dispute with them for some time, but being much in-

ferior in number, were forced to retreat with some
loss

;
yet those that were slain of the enemy, were

more than those of ours. One of them was an offi-

[• July 19, 1702, Thomas Kussell of Deerfield was killed.]

[The Indians commenced their attack on Lancaster on the SlJuly, early in the morn-
ing. In their first onset, they killed Lieut. Nathaniel Wilder, near tlie piiteof his own
garrison ; and on the same day, three others, viz. Abraham How, John Spaulding and
Benjamin Uutchins near the same Garrison.

Rev. Mr. Harrington^s Century Sermon.]
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cer of some distinction, which so exasperated their

spirits, that in revenge, they fired the Meeting-House,

killed several cattle, and burnt many out-houses.

About the same time, Capt. Allen, from Westfield, dis-

covered a small party with whom he had a skirmish,

and lost one man, but killed three, and rescued a cap-

tive. After this, between Hadley and Quabaug,* we
had one wounded and another slain. By this time

came Major Tailor with his troop, (who always dis-

tinguished himself of an active spirit to serve his

country,) Capt. Prescott, Bulkley, and Williard, with

their companies, who were so vigorous and intense in

pursuing the enemy, that they put them all to flight.

And yet a little while after they fell on Groton and
Nashua, where they killed Lieut. Wyler and several

more. It was not then known how many of the

enemy were slain, it being customary among them to

carry off their dead : however, it was afterwards af-

firmed, that they lost sixteen, besides several that

were wounded.f After this they divided into smaller

parties and did much mischief, as at Amesbury, Haver-
hill, and Exeter. August 11th, they wounded Mark
Giles of Dover, (with his son) who, through anguish
of pain, and much efilision of blood, expired a few
days after. At the same time, another party fell on
York, where they slew Matthew Austin near the gar-

rison, and then went to Oyster Kiver, where they
killed several while at work in their field.

[*Nowr.r,ookliold.] «

[t On the 8th of August, 1704, as several persons were busy in spreading flax, on a
plain, about eighty rods from the house of Mr. Tliomas Kice, and a number of boys
vvith thr-m. a number ot Indians, seven or ten, suddenly rushed down a woody hill near
by, and knocked on the head Nahor Rice, tlie youngest boy, and seized Asher and
Adimijah sons of Mr. Thomas Rice, and two otliers, Silas and Timothy, sons of Mr.
Edmund Rice, and carried them away to Canada. The persons engaged in spreading
flax, escaped safely to tlie house. Asher, in about four years, returned, being redeemed
bv his lather. His brother Adonijah, grew up in Canada, and mairied there. Silas and
Timothy mixed with tlie Indians lost their mother tongue, liad Indian wives, and cliil-

dren by them; and lived at CagnaAvaga. The last became the third of the six chieis of
the Cagnawagas, and was known among them by the name of Oughtsorongoughtcn.
See Whitney's History of Worcester, i). 121-123.]
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The ^^Q Nations of Indians which are called by
the name of the Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas, Sene-

kas, and Macquas,* all this while stood neuter, but
being like to be influenced by the French mission-

aries, who came among them, Colonel Townsend and
Mr. Leverett, from the Massachusetts, Capt. Gold and
Capt. Levinston from Connecticut, were commission-
ated to give them a visit, and strengthen the alliance

with them, which they did to so good effect, that they
promised to take up the hatchet, whenever the Gov-
ernor of New York should desire it. But why so

fair an opportunity was lost, when the interest of

New-England lay bleeding, was matter of surprise

and admiration to some, of censures and reflections to

others. The only account we can give of it is the

vast trade between the Dutch and Indians ; for the

sake of which, that government have always chosen
to restrain their Indians from joining with us in our
wars. In the midst of war there seems a secret league
between them and the Governor of Canada, not to

suffer the least breach to be made on one another by
any of their Indians.

But although my design was only to remark the
barbarous insults of those bloody Pagans on the ter-

ritories of New-England
;
yet I think it not improper

to take a short view of their descent on New-found-
land, considering the nearness of its situation, and
that several of our Eastward Indians were confeder-
ate with them.

On the 18th of August, one hundred and forty

French and Indians, in two sloops, early in the morn-
ing, from Placentia, arrived at Bonavista and surprised
the Pembroke Galley, the society of Pool, and a lesser

vessel, in which was thirty ton of oil : Capt. Gill of
Charlestown was there at the same time, in a ship of
fourteen guns, with twety-four men. He was furious-

ly attacked, but defended himself with great courage

[* Oneydes, Onondages, Cayonges, Senneches, aud Macquaus, in the copy.]



42 Penhdllow's Indian Wars.

and good conduct, from divers bold and desperate

attempts which they made upon him. When he had
beat them at small arms, they then brought the Gal-

ley to bear upon him with her great guns, which he
returned in the like language. They then set fire

to the Society, with an expectation of burning him
alive; but the wind proving contrary, drove her

ashore on a rock, where she soon consumed. They
then set the lesser ship on fire, which burnt to such a

degree by reason of the oil, that it would soon have

devoured him, had not the buoy-rope of the anchor

got between the rudder and the stern, and kept off

the blazing war from him. The situation of the fort

was such, as that it was not able to protect the town
of St. Johns ; upon which it was wholly laid in ashes,

the inhabitants being mostly fled into the woods.

The loss that Capt. Gill sustained in the whole en-

counter, was but one man slain and two wounded.
I now return to the westward, where, on the 25th

of October the enemy did some mischief Lancaster

was alarmed, and the alarm was the means of the un-

timely death of the Rev. Mr. Gardiner,''^ their worthy
pastor. Several of the inhabitants who belonged to

the garrison, were wearied by hard travelHng the day
before, in pursuit of the enemy. This caused this

good man out of pity and compassion, to watch that

night himself; accordingly he went into the box
which lay over the flanker, where he staid till late in

the night: but being cold, (as was supposed) he was
coming down to warm himself, when one between
sleeping and waking, or surprised through excess of

fear, fired upon him, as he was coming out of the

watch-house, where no man could rationally expect
the coming of an enemy.

Mr. Gardiner, although he was shot through the
back, came to the door and bid them open it, for he
was wounded. No sooner did he enter, but he

[*Mr. Andrew Gardiner, who graduated at Harvard Colle(?e in 1696, and was invited
to settle in the miuigtry, at Lancaster, iu May, 1701, but probably had not been ordained.]



Penhallow's Indian Wars. 43

fainted away : As he came to himself, he asked who
it was that shot him, and when they told him, he
prayed God to forgive him, and forgave him him-

self, believing that he did it not on purpose ; and
with a composed frame of spirit, desired them that

bewailed him not to weep, but pray for him and his

flock. He comforted his sorrowful spouse, and ex-

pired within an hour.

The Indian harvest being now gathered, and the

winter approaching, the enemy, like beasts of prey,

retired to their private cells : but concluding it neces-

sary to discover their head quarters, it was re-

solved that Col. Hilton, with two hundred and sev-

enty men, should go to Narridgwalk with twenty
days' provision : at which time the country appeared
like a frozen lake, the snow four feet deep

;
yet

neither officers nor soldiers were in the least dis-

couraged ; but when they came unto the fort, could

not discover the least step of an Indian, only a few
deserted wigwams, and a large chapel, with a vestry

at the end of it which they set on fire.

The winter season requiring snow shoes, an ex-

press was sent Col. Patrick to supply the frontiers

therewith, which he no sooner forwarded, but the

express was intercepted by a Montreal scout, who
robbed him of fifty pounds that he had in his pocket,

which at their return they presented to the Governor,
who converted it into a bowl, and called it by the

name of the New-England gift.

Early in the spring, Capt. Larraby was ordered
to cruise on the shore of L'Accadia, and defeat the

French from their fishery, having Whale-boats to

attend him: Capt. Fowle was also dispatched in a

sloop of war, who on the northward of Cape Sables

took a small vessel formerly belonging to the Eng-
lish, which had cattle and sheep on board her. Soon
after he took ^mq prisoners at Port Rosua,* and
three at L'Have, burnt a few houses, and killed

[* Probably Port-Roseway.]
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some cattle ; but 'the inhabitants were so miserably

poor, and their circumstances so desperate, that they
rather chose to be prisoners among the English, than
at liberty among the French.

.

May the 4th, 1705, Capt. Hill, who was formerly
taken at Wells and carried to Canada, was from
thence sent by Monsieur Vaudriell, to concert the

exchange of prisoners, who advised of one hundred
and seventeen that were then with him, and about
seventy more with the Indians; which unexpected
news was very reviving to the dejected spirits of

their mournful friends, considering the many deaths
they escaped in their captivity.

Upon the advice hereof, Capt. Levinston was sent

to Canada, to capitulate about the matter, and after

him Capt. Appleton, and Mr. Sheldon (with seventy
prisoners of theirs) who went by water, having order-

ed a scout before of ten men by land to advise of their

coming, that so our prisoners might be in readmess.

But the Jesuits and Friars had by this time so influ-

enced the Governor, as to cause him to break his

word of honor, pretending, that as the Indians were
independent and a free born people, that he had no
power to demand any captives of them ; when at the

same time they were so much in subjection and vas-

salage unto him, that they never formed an enterprise

without him, neither did they dare to attenpt it with-

out his knowledge.
Now, although the expense and industry of our

commissioners in this affair was very great, yet not-

withstanding they could not obtain above sixty cap-

tives out of one hundred and eighty-seven ; which
was scandalously base and dishonorable in that gov-
ernment.

The descent that the enemy again made on New-
foundland, was more terrible and surprising than the
former; for on January 21st, at break of day. Mon-
sieur Supercass, Governor of Placentia, came with
^ve hundred and fifty French from Canada, Port-
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Royal, and other places adjacent, and a company of

Salvages, of whom Assacombuit was chief; who ran-

sacked and laid waste all the southern settlements in

a few days, and then fell on St. Johns, where in the

space of two hours all were become prisoners of war,

excepting those in the castle and fort. The night be-

fore the enterprise, they were obliged to lie on a bed
of snow, six foot deep, for fear of being discovered,

which caused such cold and numbness in the joints of

several, that the General vowed revenge, and accord-

ingly executed his resentment, for that he destroyed

all before him, and gave no quarter for some time, till

Monsieur Boocore, who was a gentleman of more
humanity, did interpose and abate his fury. The
number that they took alive was one hundred and
forty, whom they sent unto the garrison, not out of

pity to the prisoners, but with a design to starve the

whole. After that, they laid close siege to the gar-

rison and fort, which continued thirty days without
relief; (excepting three who made their escape to the

former, and seventeen to the latter.) In the fort

were only forty men under the command of Capt.

Moody, and twelve in the castle under Capt. Lotham,
who behaved themselves with such bravery, that they
slighted all manner of tenders that were made them
of surrendering, with the highest contempt imaginable.

Upon this, the enemy committed many barbari-

ties, and sent several threatenings ; but they had
no influence either on officers or soldiers for they
plied their bombs and mortar-pieces to so good ef-

fect, that they killed several, and lost but three in the

whole engagement.
After this, they steered to Consumption Bay,

having first demolished all the English settlements

in Trinity and Bonavista, where they burnt their

stages and boats, and laid a contribution besides upon
the inhabitants. From thence they went to Car-

boneer, where they met with some repulse, and find-

ing their provision fall short, they sent a further
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number unto thQ fort, reserving the most skilful and

able fishermen for* themselves until the succeeding

spring.

During this time, .our frontiers at home were great-

ly infested. At Spruce Creek, in Kittery, they killed

five and took as many more ; among the slain was Mrs.

Hoel, a gentlewoman of good extract and education

;

but the greatest sufferer was Enoch Hutchins, in the

loss of his wife and children. Three weeks after, John
Rogers was dangerously wounded, and at a little dis-

tance, James Toby was shot by another party. From
thence they went westward, and took a Shallop which
belonged to Pascataqua. Our sea coast at the same
time was disrested by privateers, particularly by Capt.

Crepoa, who notwithstanding our cruisers that were
then out, took seven vessels, besides a sloop, and car-

ried them all to Port Royal, excepting the latter, which
was retaken by Capt. Harris at Richmond's Island.

About the same time Michael Royal, a fisherman

belonging to Marblehead, as he went ashore for wood
off Cape Sables, was barbarously cut in pieces. On
the 15th of October following, eighteen Indians fell on
Cape Neddick, where they took four children of Mr.

Stover's at a little distance from the garrison. The
youngest not able to travel, was knocked on the head,

the other three were carried captive ; but being at-

tacked by Lieut. March, and losing one of their com-
pany, they killed a second child in the way of re-

venge.*

During the winter, little or no spoil was done on
any of our frontiers ; the enemy being so terrified

by reason of snow-shoes (which most of our men
were skillful in) that they never attempted coming
at such a season after.

But as the spring came on, April 27th, 1706, a

small body fell on an out-house in Oyster River,

where they killed eight, and wounded two. The
garrison which stood near, had not a man in it at that

[* On the same day, Thomas Sawyer and his son Elias Sawyer, and John Bigle were
taken captive from Lancaster.— f/arrin^ton's Cent. Serm.]
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time ; but the women, who assumed an Amazonian
courage, seeing nothing but death before them, ad-

vanced the watch-box, and made an alarm. They
put on hats, with their hair hanging down, and fired

so briskly that they struck aterror in the enemy, and
they withdrew without firing the house, or carrying

away much plunder. The principal siifTerer at this

time^ was John Wheeler, who thinking them to be
friend Indians, unhappily fell under their fury. Two
days after, Mr. Shapleigh and his son, as they were
traveling'through Kittery, were ambushed by another

party, who killing the father, took the son and car-

ried him to Canada. In their march, they were so in-

humanely cruel, that they bit off the tops of his fin-

gers, and to stagnate the blood, seared them with hot
tobacco pipes.

June the 1st, Mr. Walker, being loaded with pro-

visions from Connecticut, was chased by a French pri-

vateer, which to avoid, he ran ashore in his boat ; and
as he hastened to Rhode-Island, made an alarm all

round. The Government there was so expeditious,

that in a few hours (by beat of drum) one hundred
men well equipped, voluntarily entered on board of

two sloops, under the command of Major Wanton and
Captain Paine, who next day became masters of the

prize, wherein were thirty-seven men under the com-
mand of Capt. Ferrel, bound for Port Royal, but in his

way was obliged to cruise on the New-England coast.

The year after they did another brave exploit, in

taking a sloop from Placentia, with four guns, four

Patteraroes, and forty-nine men, which undoubtedly
prevented great mischief that otherwise would have
befallen us.

. Upon the advice of many English captives that

were now at Port Royal, Capt. Rous'e of Charlestown
was sent with a flag of truce ; who after an unusual
stay, returned but with seventeen, saying that the

French detained them. He fell under a severe sus-

picion of carrying on a secret trade with the enemy.
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which grew upon his second going, when he brought
but seven back with him.

The General Assembly which was then sitting, with
the country throughout, were thrown hereby into a
great ferment, considering the vast charge and effu-

sion of blood. He was indicted for traitorous corres-

pondence with the enemy. Others at the same time,

like snakes in the grass, or moles under ground, were
as industrious to evade it, and to put a different gloss

on all his actions.

Quid non Mortalia pectora Cogis'

Auri Sacra fames ?

And yet it has been generally remarked from the

beginning of time here, that those who have been
Indian traders, and seemingly got much, have sensi-

bly decayed, and many of them become victims to

their bloody cruelty. A proclamation was issued

forth to apprehend all such as were suspected : several

hereupon were seized, and others vehemently suspect-

ed, who did what they could to extenuate the crime,

and to get the indictment altered from that of Trea-

son, unto High Misdemeanor. At last a court of Oyer
and Terminer was called, and fines were imposed, be-

sides the prison fees.

How far these unhappy Measures tendered to in-

crease our troubles, is obvious to an impartial eye, if

we consider how they supplyed the enemy with pow-
der, shot, iron, nails, and other materials of war.

The advice of Colonel Schuyler from time to time
was of eminent service unto the country, who advised'

of two hundred and seventy men that were coming
upon us. Their first descent was on Dunstable, the
third of July, where they fell on a garrison that had
twenty troopers posted in it, who by their negligence*
and folly, keeping no watch, suffered them to enter,

which tended to the destruction of one half of their

number. After that, a small party attacked Daniel
Galusha's"^ house, who held them play for some time,

[ *Galeucia's in the copy.]
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till the old man's courage failed ; when, on surrender-

ing himself, he informed them of the state of the

garrison, how that one man was killed and only two
men and a boy left, which caused them to rally anew,
and with greater courage than before. Upon which
one with the boy got out on the back side, leaving

only Jacob to fight the battle, who for some time de-

fended himself with much bravery ; but overpowered
with force, and finding none to assist him, was obliged

to quit it and make his escape as well as he could
;

but before he got far, the enemy laid hold of him
once and again, and yet by much struggling he rescued

himself Upon this they burnt the house f and next
day, about forty more fell on Amesbury, where they
killed eight; two, at the same time, who were at work
in a field, hearing an outcry hastened to their relief; but
being pursued, ran to a deserted house in which were
two flankers, where each of them found an old gun,

but neither of them fit for service ; and if they were,
had neither powder nor shot to load with : however,
each took a flanker, and made the best appearance
they could, by thrusting the muzzles of their guns
outside the port-holes, crying aloud, " here they are,

but do not fire till they come nearer" ; which put the

enemy into such a fright that they instantly drew off!

From thence they went to Kingston, where they
killed and wounded several cattle. About the same
time, Joseph ' English,! who was a friend Indian

[* Wells' garrison, which was in the southerly part of Dunstable, N. H., about half
a mile from the state line, near James Baldwin's house, on a place known by the name
of the lilanchard farm, east of the great road to Boston. Oalusha's, was about two
miles south-west of this, on Salmon brook, at a place formerly called Glasgow, on
which Henry Turrell now lives.]

[t Jo. English, as he was called, was much distinguished for his attachment to the
white inhabitants. In a preceding war with the Indians, he had been taken a prisoner
from the vicinity of Dunstable and carried to Canada, from whence, by his shrewdness
and sagacity, he effected his escape, with one English captive, and returned to his
friends in Dunstable. The Indians had for a long time endeavored to retake him, and
he was peculiarly obnoxious to them ; and at the time above mentioned, while he was
accompanying Capt. Butterfleld and his wife on a visit to their friends, they pursued
him, and just as he was upon the point of gaining a thicket, they shot him through the
thigh, which brought him to the ground, and they afterwards dispatched him with their
tomahawks.]
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going from Dunistable to Chelmsford, with a man and

his wife on horse-back, was shot dead, the woman
taken, but the man made his escape. On the 8th of

July, ^VQ Indians, a little before night, fell on an out-

house in Reading, where they surprized a woman
with eight children ; the former with the three young-

est were instantly dispatched, and the other they car-

ried captive ; but one of the children unable to travel,

they knocked on the head, and left in the swamp
concluding it was dead, but a while after it was found

alive. The neighbourhood being alarmed, got ready

by the morning and coming on their track, pursued

them so near that they recovered three of the chil-

dren, and put the enemy in such a terror that they

not only quitted their plunder and blankets, but the

other captive also. Several strokes were afterwards

made on Chelmsford, Sudbury and Groton, where

three soldiers as they were going to public worship,

were way-laid by a small party, who killed two and

made the other a prisoner.

At Exeter, a company of French Mohawks, who
some time kept lurking about Capt. Hilton's garrison,

took a view of all that went in and out ; and observ-

ing some to go with their scythes to mow, laid in am-

bush till they laid by their arms, and while at work,

rushed on at once, and by intercepting them from

their arms, killed four, wounded one, and carried three

captive ; so that out of ten, two only escaped. A
while after,* two of those that were taken, viz. Mr.

Edward Hall, and Samuel Myals, made their escape

;

but the fatigue and difficulty that they went through,

(besides the terror and fear they were under of being

taken) was almost incredible ; for in three weeks
together, they had nothing to subsist on except a few

lilly roots, and the rhines of trees.

Several of our captives still remaining among
the French and Indians, occasioned Mr. Sheldon's

going a second time to Canada with a flag of truce,

who at his return brought forty-five, and had a pros-
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pect of many more, but was prevented by the

Jesuits.

As to the treatment of our captives with the

French, it was as different and as various as their

tempers and constitutions. Some were mild and
pleasant, while others were morose and sordid ; but
the Indians might as well alter their complexions as

their constitutions ; for scarce a day passed without
some act of cruelty, insomuch that iall were under a
constant martyrdom between fear of life and terror

of death.

It would be an endless task to enumerate the

various sufferings that many groaned under, by long

marching with heavy burdens through heat and cold

;

and when ready to faint for want of food, they were
frequently knocked on the head : teeming women, in

cold blood, have been ript open; others fastened

to stakes, and burnt alive ; and yet the finger of God
did eminently appear in several instances, of which
I shall mention a few. As

First. Of Rebekah Taylor, who after her return

from captivity, gave me the following account, viz.

That when she was going to Canada, on the back
of Montreal river, she was violently insulted by
Sampson, her bloody master, who without any prov-

ocation was resolved to hang her ; and for want of a

rope, made use of his girdle, which when he had fas-

tened about her neck, attempted to. hoist her up om
a limb of a tree (that hung in the nature of a gib-

bet,) but in hoisting her, the weight of her body
broke it asunder, which so exasperated the cruel ty-

rant that he made a second attempt, resolving that if

he failed in that to knock her on the head ; but be-

fore he had power to effect it, Bomaseen came along,

who seeing the tragedy on foot, prevented the fatal

stroke.

A second was a child of Mrs. Hannah Parsons,

of Wells, whom the Indians, for want of food, had
determined to roast alive, but while the fire was
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kindling, and the sacrifice preparing, a company of

French Mohaws came down the river in a canoe

with three dogs, which somewhat revived these

hungry monsters, expecting to make a feast upon
one of them. So soon as they got ashore, the child

was offered in exchange ; but despising the offer, they

tendered a gun, which they readily accepted, and by
that means the child was preserved.

A third was a Samuel Butterfield, who being sent

to Groton, as a soldier, was with others attacked as

they were gathering in the harvest ; his bravery w^as

such, that he killed one and wounded another, but

being overpowered by strength, was forced to submit

;

and it happened that the slain Indian w^as a sagamore,

and of great dexterity in war, which caused matter of

lamentation, and enraged them to such a degree that

they vowed the utmost revenge ; some w^ere for

w^hipping him to death, others for burning him alive

;

but differing in their sentiments, they submitted the

issue to the Squaw Widow, concluding she would de-

termine something very dreadful, but when the mat-

ter was opened, and the fact considered, her spirits

were so moderate as to make no other reply than.

Fortune L'guerre. Upon which some were uneasy, to

w^hom she answered, " if by killing him, you can

bring my husband to life again, I beg you to study

what death you please ; but if not, let him be my
servant ;" which he accordingly was, during his cap-

tivity, and had favor shewn him.

The state of affairs still looking wath a melancholy
aspect, it was resolved for a more vigorous prosecu-

tion of the war, to grant the following encourage-

ment, viz. :

—

To regular forces under pay £10 00

To volunteers in service 20 00

To volunteers without pay 50 00 I ^ 7

To any troop or company '
-^ ^*

that go for the relief of

any town or garrison 30 00
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Over and above was granted the benefit of plun-

der, and captives of women and children under
twelve years of age, which at first seemed a great

encouragement, but it did not answer what we ex-

pected. The charge of the war was by this time so

great, that every Indian we had killed or taken, cost

the country at least a thousand pounds.

But while they continued in great bodies, they did

not commit the like spoil and rapine (in proportion)

as they did in smaller. August the 10th, they slew

William Pearl of Dover, and a little after, took

Nathaniel Tibbits. But of all the Indians that was
ever known since King Philip, never any appeared so

cruel and inhumane as Assacambuit, that insulting

monster, who by the encouragement of the French,

went over to Paru, and being introduced to the king,

lifted up his hand in the most arrogant manner imag-

inable, saying, " this hand of mine has slain one hun-
dred and fifty of your Majesty's enemies, within the

territories of New-England," &c. Which bold and
impudent speech was so pleasing to that bloody mon-
arch, that he forthwith knighted him, and ordered
eight livres a day to be paid him during life ; which
so exalted the wretch (having his hands so long im-

brued in innocent blood,) as at his return, to exert a

sovereignty over the rest of his brethren, by murder-
ing one, and stabbing another, which so exasperated
those of their relations, that they sought revenge,

and would instantly have executed it, but that he fled

his country, and never returned after.

January 21st, Colonel Hilton with two hundred
and twenty men visited the frontiers anew, but the

mildness of the winter prevented his going so far

as he expected : however, in his return, near Black
Point, he came on an Indian track which he pursued,
and killed four. At the same time he took a Squaw
alive with a Papoose at her breast, which he pre-

served, and she was of singular service in con-
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ducting him to a body of eighteen, who lodged on a

neck of land; about break of day he surprized

them as they lay asleep, and slew all but one whom
they kept a prisoner : but it is strange to think by
what winged mercury reports are often carried.

Plutarch, I remember, and other writers, have given

surprising instances of things transacted at such a

distance, as have been inconsistent with any human
conveyance. Witness that of Domitian, two thous-

and five hundred miles in the space of twenty-four

hours; and of William the conqueror, the news of

whose death was conveyed from Koan to Rome the day
he died, which, as historians mention, was prius

pene quam nunciari possit And to my certain knowl-
edge, on the very morning that Col. Hilton did this

exploit, it was publickly talked of at Portsmouth in

every article, and with little or no variation, although
ninety miles distance.

But all this while we were only cutting off the

branches ; the French in Canada, and Nova Scotia,

who supply the Indians with all necessaries for the

war, were the root of all our woe.

Wherefore, it was resolved to make an enterprise

on Nova Scotia, under the command of Colonel March,
with two regiments, viz.

Col. Wainwright, "j Col. Hilton, "]

Lt. Col. Appleton, Lt. Col. Wanton,
Major Walton, (

of the red.
Major Spencer, ^^^ the blue.

Commanders. J Commanders. J

In three transport ships, five brigantines, and fif-

teen sloops, with whaleboats answerable, having her

Majesty's ship the Deptford, and the Province Galley

to cover them.

March 13th, 1707, they sailed from Nantasket,

and in a fortnight after, arrived at Fort Eoyal gut,

where they landed on both sides of the river,

which the enemy observing, made an alarm and
retired to the fort with what substance they could

get.
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Monsieur Supercass, who was the governor, upon
rallying his forces together, held a short skirmish,

but finding too warm a reception, (his horse being

shot under him) was obliged to retreat. A coun-

cil of war being called, it was resolved that the

artillery should be landed, and their lines forced

:

but through the unfaithfulness of some, and cow-

ardly pretensions of others, little was done in an-

noying the enemy, save killing their cattle, burning

their mills and out-houses : whereas if the officers

on board her Majesty's ship had been true and
faithful, matters had succeeded to good advaur

tage. But instead of pressing on, they did rather

clog and hinder the affair : For, by crafty insinua-

tions, they afterwards obtained a second council,

which the general not so well weighing as he ought,

proved the overthrow of the whole design. They,
voted to return ; whereas if they had only kept
their ground, and not fired a gun, the enemy must
of necessity have surrendered or have starved.

This was
^
so surprising, that the whole country

was under an amazing ferment, and the commander
so grossly reflected on, that his spirits sunk, and
he became of little service ever after : yet to give

him his character, he was a man of good courage,

and a true lover of his country. But the business

that he undertook, was too weighty for his shoul-

ders to bear. So soon as his excellency was ap-

prized hereof, (who had the honor and. interest of

his country much at heart) he sent strict orders to

stay them ; and another ship of war, with two com-
panies of fresh men to reinforce them ; Col. Hutch-
inson, Col. Townsend, and Mr. Leverett'were appoint-

ed commissioners, to give greater vigor ; but the

number of deserters, and disaffected officers over-

threw the whole affair. However a second attempt
was made, which the enemy perceiving, called in

their auxiliaries both of French and Indians from
Menis, Chignecto,* and all other places adjacent.

[* Sachenecto, in copy.]



i
56 PenhaUow's Indian Wars.

A privateer and some other vessels had also arrived

since the withdrawal of our forces. By their assistance,

the enemy had not only strengthened the fort, but
secured their lines ; so that nothing could be attempt-

ed but by a few encounters, in which Major Walton
behaved himself with much bravery, being the only

field officer then on shore ; who engaged them some
time, and at last put them to flight, kilHng and wound-
ing several, among whom was the Field-Major. Those
that fell on- our side were sixteen, and as many more
wounded. Our frontiers at home were as much dis-

rested as ever : May 22d, they took two at Oyster
River, and on June 12th, killed one at Groton ; after

that they slew William Carpenter of Kittery, with his

whole family. July 8th, they way laid a cart with

two men, as they were going from Dover to Oyster

^ River, whom they shot dead. Captain Sumersby, who
was there with his troop, regained the most of the

plunder that they took. About the same time,

Stephen Oilman and Jacob his brother, as they were
riding from Exeter to Kingston, w^ere ambushed by
another party. The first had his horse shot under
him, and was in danger of being scalped before he
could get clear. The other brother had several shot

through his clothes and one that grazed his belly ; his

horse also was wounded, yet he defended himself on
foot and got into the garrison."^

At Casco, the Indians intercepted a fishing boat as

she was sailing between the islands, in which were
five men, three of whom they killed, and took the

other two. August the 10th, they way-laid the road

between York and Wells, and as four horsemen were
riding in company with Mrs. Littlefield, who had the

value of sixty pounds with her, were all slain except
one, who made his escape. Another company falling

on Marlborough, encompassed two as they were at

work in the field; one of which got clear, and the

[*July 16, 1707, Mr. Jonathan AVhite, of Lancaster, was killed by the Indiaus.—
Harrinffton.]
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neighborhood meeting together, engaged them so

smartly, that the enemy gave way, leaving 24 packs

behind ; which so exasperated their spirits with the

loss they sustained, that they slew the captive * which

they had taken. On our side two were slain, and
two wounded.t
At Exeter, one was killed near the meeting-house

;

and two days after, another t at Kingston, but the

most afflicting stroke that befel us this season was at

Oyster Kiver, where thirty French Mohawks, who
appeared like so many furies with their naked bodies

painted like blood, and observing some at work in

hewing of timber, and others driving the team, they

fell violently upon them with such hideous noise and
yelling as made the very woods to echo. At the first

shot, they killed seven, and mortally wounded another,

upon which Capt. Cbesley, (who had signally behaved '

himself in many encounters) with the few that were
left, fired on them with great vigor and resolution,

and for some time gave a check to their triumphing

;

but the enemy being too powerful, soon overcame him,

to the great lamentation of all that knew him.

It being now the height of Indian harvest, they

dispersed themselves into all parts, and, did consid-

erable mischief; but having something more than
ordinary in view, they beset Winter Harbor, and
on September 21st, with one hundred and fifty men,
in fifty canoes, attempted the taking two shallops

as they lay at anchor, in which were Capt. Austin,

[Jonathan Wilder.]

[t On the 18th of August, 1707. as two women in Northborough, Ms. were out a short
distance from the fort gathering herbs, the Indians discovered and pursued them. One
Mrs. Mary Fay got safe into the fort; the other, Mary Goodenow, a youne and unmar-
ried woman, was taken and carried over the brook into the edge of Marlborough, and
there, a little south of the great road, and nigh to Sandy Hill, she was killed and scalped.
The enemy were pursued and overtaken in what is now Sterling, where an obstinate
engagement took place, in M-hicli John Farrar, and Richard Singletary, were killed.
The Indians at length fled, leaving some plunder and some of their packs, in one of
which the scalp of Mary Goodenow was found. See Whitney^s Hist, of Worcester, p.
274.]

[t Henry Elkins, Sep. 16, 1707.]
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Mr. Harmon, Sergeant Cole, and five men more
with a boy, who perceiving their intention, suffered

them to paddle till they had got near, and then fired,

which put them into great confusion. But they
soon recovered themselves, and fired on our men with
such resolution, as made them to quit one of their

boats by cutting their roads and lashings ; and no
sooner had they taken possession thereof, but they
got their mainsail atrip before that our men could

get up theirs half mast high, and then put out their

oars, which they joined with paddles on each side

;

but having no fargood, and their boat a dull sailor,

ours gained on them so much, that they got twelve
or thirteen canoes ahead, with fishing lines to tow
them. But a breeze springing up, and the enemy
making too near the wind, (for want of a fargood)

came to stays several times, in so much that they
fell a quarter of a mile astern. But the rest of the

canoes kept on firing, and our men on them for a

considerable time together. The only man we lost

was Benjamin Daniel, who was shot through the

bowels, soon after they came to sail ; at his fall he
said, " / am a dead man

!

" yet recovering himself

a little, added "Let me kill one hefore I die!" but

he had not strength to fire.

The engagement held about three hours, in which
the English spent about fi\e; pounds of powder, and
when the enemy ceased their chase, they had not

above one quarter of a pound left. The Indians

were so bold and daring, as to attempt to take hold

of the blades of their oars, as they were rowing.

The number of them that fell was then unknown,
because of a continued cloud of smoke ; but it was
affirmed, that nine were slain, and twice as many
wounded. After this, a small scout appeared at

Berwick, where they killed two, as they returned

from worship ; upon which, some of the inhabit-

ants, who were acquainted with their walk, lay in

wait, and making the first discovery, fired to good
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advantage ; which put them into so great a conster-

nation, that they dropped their packs, in which
were three scalps, supposed to be some of those

which a Httle before, were taken at Oyster River.

The winter season afforded a little respite : but on
April 22, 1708, Lieut. Littlefield of Wells, with

Joseph Winn, as they were travelling to York, were
surrounded by a small body; the latter made his

escape, but the other was carried to Quebec, who,
being a skilful engineer, especially in water works,

did them great service.

About this time, eight hundred French and In-

dians were forming a desperate design against us,

but on a division among themselves, fell short of

the mischief they designed us. However, one hun-

dred and fifty, on August 29th, at break of day, fell

on Haverhill, and passing by the garrisons got into

the very centre of the town, before they were dis-

covered. They attempted to fire the Meeting-House,

and after that, did burn several houses near it.

Major Turner, Capt. Price, and Capt. Gardner, were
happily there at that time, and rallied together

what forces they could ; but most of their men
being posted in remote garrisons, were unable to

assist them. However, with such as they could get

together, they faced the enemy with much bravery,

and in less than an hour, put them all to flight,

leaving nine of their dead, and carrying off sever-

al that were wounded. But the slain on our side

were thrice as many, by reason of the surprise that

they at first were in ; among whom, was the Rev. Mr.

Rolfe,"^ the worthy minister of that town, with Capt.

Wainwright.t
A while after, James Hays, of Amesbury, was tak-

en, and one at Brookfield ; they also killed Robert

Read and David Hutchins of Kittery.

[*Rev. Benjamin Rolfe graduated at Harvard College, 1684; waa ordained in Haver-
hill, in Jan. \m\.—SaltmstalV8 Hist. Haverhill.]

[October 26, 1708, E. Field was killed in Deerfield.l
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Colonel Hilton again marched toward their head
quarters with one hundred and seventy men at

Amassaconty, Pigwacket, and other places adjacent

;

but after a long and tedious march, could make no
discovery.

On April 12th, 1709, a scout fell on Deerfield,

and took Mehuman Hinsdell, as he was driving

a cart, which was the second time of his captivity.

And on May 6th, another party within three miles

of Exeter, surprized several as they were going
to a saw-mill, among whom were Mr. William Moody,
Samuel Stevens, and two of Mr. Jeremiah Oilman's

sons, whom they carried captive."^ A few days

after, Capt. Wright of Northampton, with several

English, and two Natick Indians, adventuring to the

lake, within forty miles of fort La'Motte, killed and
wounded two or three of the French Mohawks ; and
on their return up French river, met with another

body of the enemy in canoes, on whom they fired,

and overset, killed and wounded several of them.
In this company, was William Moody before men-
tioned, who being now alone with but one Indian
in a canoe, was encouraged by the English to kill

said Indian, and make his escape. Which he attempt-

ed, but overset the canoe in the struggle, and then
Moody swam towards the English for relief Where-
upon, Lieut. John Wells, with one or two more,
ran down the bank and helped him ashore. In the

mean time, a number of the enemy came to the

bank, and wounded John Strong, and killed the

Lieutenant, who had been a man of very good
courage, and well spirited to serve his country, and
so the loss of him was much lamented. Hereupon,
Moody unhappily resigned himself again into the

enemy's hands ; who most inhumanly tortured him,

by fastening him unto a stake, and roasting him

[*Soon aftor, Bartholomew Stephenson was (killed at Oyster River. In May, this
year, J>iout. John Wells and John Burt were lost, in a skirmish with the enemy. They
belonged to DGiir&eld..—Appendix to Williams'' Narrative.]



Penhallow's Indian Wars. 61

alive, whose flesh they afterwards devoured. Our
men considering they were so far in the Indians*

country, and like to be encompassed, were forced

to make a running fight. So scattering in the woods,

lost John Burt, who was supposed to perish with

hunger.

The town of Deerfield, which had suflfered so much
spoil before by Monsieur Artell, was, on June 23d,

obliged to a new encounter by Monsieur Ravell, his

son-in-law, who, wi.th one hundred and eighty French
and Indians, expected to lay all desolate. But the

town being alarmed, they valiantly resisted, with the

loss only of one man and another w^ounded.''^ After

that, the enemy killed two at Brookfield, one at Wells,

and took another captive.

Col. Vetch, who was now in England, and well

acquainted with the continent of America, was
very sensible that the reduction of Canada was of

absolute necessity, for subduing the Indians ; upon
which, he laid a plan of the Avhole country before

some of the chief ministers of state, representing

every thing in its true light. Gen. Nicholson add-

ed all his interest to the motion made by Col.

Yetch, and between them they obtained a promise
for sufficient forces both by sea and land, for the

conquest of Canada. They arrived early in the

spring, with her Majesty's royal commands and in-

structions, to the governors of the several provin-

ces, to furnish their respective quotas. To such
as should offer volunteers, they presented a good
firelock, cartouch-box, flints, ammunition, a co^^t,

hat and shirt, with an assurance of her Majesty's

princely favour unto all such as should distinguish

themselves.

Upon this, the several governors contributed

their utmost assistance ; and considering that New-

[* Joseph Clesson and John Armes were taken from Deerfield, June 22, 1709, and
the next day Jonathan Williams was killed and Matthew Clepson mortally wounded.
Lieut. Thomas Taylor and Isaac Moulton, were also wounded, but recovered.]
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York (with the adjacent places) lay nearest the

Lake, it was resolved that Col. Nicholson should com-
mand the several troops, from thence for the attack-

ing of Montreal, w^hile Col. Vetch was preparing to

head the forces by sea.

But it often happens in the course of Divine

Providence, that when our expectations are at the

highest, things come to nothing. For while our

forces were ready, and after a vast expense by long

waiting, there was a stop at home from any further

proceeding for that time: which occasioned Col.

Nicholson to embark again for England, to revive

the expedition, if possible. But such was the im-

portance of affairs then on foot, that, notwithstand-

ing his indefatigable care and pains, he could not

effect it. However, he obtained a sufficient force

for the reduction of Port Royal and Nova Scotia,

which was so prejudicial to our fishery and mer-
chandize.

Its situation is from 43 to 51 degrees of north

latitude, and is part of the Terra Canadensis,"* whose
bounds are, the Atlantic Ocean on the north, Breton
Island and the bay of St. Lawrence to the east, Cana-

da the west, and New-England to the south ; whose
first seizure was by Sir Sebastian Cabot, for the crown
of Great-Britain, in the reign of king Henry the

seventh ; but lay dormant till the year 1621. In

w^iich time. Sir William Alexander, who was then

one of the Secretaries of State for Scotland, and af-

terwards Earl of Sterling, had a patent for it from

king James, where he settled a colony and possess-

ed it some years. After that. Sir David Kirk was
proprietor as well as governor, but did not enjoy it

long ; for to the surprize of all thinking men, it was
given up unto the French ; but Oliver, who had a

foreseeing eye of the danger that w^ould ensue unto

the British interest, from its being in the hands of so

potent an enemy, re-took it in the year 1654, and in

I* The former name of Canada.— 5'ee Gordon^s GeograpJiy.
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no after .treaties would be persuaded to surrender it:

yet, in 1662, it was again given up, unto the shame
and scandal of the EngHsh.

Monsieur Maneval was then made governor, who
built a small fort at Port Royal, which lies on the

edge of a basin one league broad, and two long, about

sixteen foot of water on one side, and six or seven

on the other, where the inhabitants drove a consid-

erable trade, and increased much in the adjacent

parts, till Sir William Phips in the year 1690, took

possession of it in the name of king William and
Queen Mary, and administered the oaths of alle-

giance to the inhabitants ; but in a little time they

revolted. Col. Nicholson arrived at Boston, July

1st, 1710, in her majesty's ship Dragon, attended

by the Falmouth and a bombship, with several

transports, British officers, a regiment of marines,

provisions, and stores of war; bringing with him
her majesty's royal command to the several gov-

ernors of the Massachusetts, New-Hampshire, Con-

necticut and Rhode-Island, to be assisting in the

said expedition ; who very readily obeyed and sup-

plied their respective quotas of good effective men,
with transports, provision, stores of war, pilots,

chaplains, chirurgeons, and all necessaries for the

service.

Col. Nicholson was appointed general and com-
mander in chief, who embarked, September 18th,

from Nantasket, having with him her majesty's ship

the Dragon, commodore Martyn ; the Falmouth,
Capt. Riddle ; the Lowstaff, Capt. Gordon ; the

Feversham, Capt. Pastor; the Province Galley,

Capt. Southack; the Star Boom, Capt. Rochfort.

Besides tenders, transports, hospitals, store-ships,

and twenty-five lesser vessels, with open floats for

carrying boards and necessaries for the cannon. The
land forces consisted of five regiments of foot,

whereof Col. Yetch was Adjutant-General. Sir

Charles Hobby, Col. Walton, Col. Taller, Col. Whi-

I
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ting,* and Col. tieading, had commissions sent .them

from the Queen. The wind proving fair, they all

safe arrived in six days, excepting Capt. Taye, who
at his> entering into the Gut was lost with twenty-
five men. Next day, a council of war was held,

and several detachments ordered to go ashore, and
view the ground for the better landing and pitching

their camp. Col. Reading and Col. Rednap, with

a company of niarines, were appointed on the south

side of the river where the fort stood, and supportr

ed with one hundred and fifty men more, imder the

command of Major Mullens ; at the same time Col.

Vetch, Col. Walton, Major Brown, Capt. Southack
and engineer Forbes, landed on the north side with

a company of grenadiers, commanded by Capt.

Mascareen. , After this, orders were given to land

the whole army, which was done by four o'clock,

in the afternoon. The fort fired on them, but did

no damage. In the evening, the bomb-ship came
up, and saluted them with seven shells, w^hich num-
ber the fort returned, but without execution. On
Thursday, the twenty-sixth, at break of day, the

General marched with the army on the south side,

the marines in the front. Col. Reading at their head,

CqI. Whiting's regiment in the centre, sir Charles

Hobby in the rear, and Major Levingston with a

party of Indians flanking the body in their march.

Towards evening, the fort fired very smartly, and
so did the French and Indians with their small arms,

as they lay behind the fences, who killed three of

our men. Upon landing the stores, which were
brought up in the night, the enemy discharged sev-

eral times from the fort. Next day, we mounted
some of our guns, and made preparations to bring

up the flat bottom boats, with the artillery and am-
munition. In the evening, our bomb-ship came up
again, and threw thirty-six shells into the fort, which

[* Col. Joseph Whiting Ivas from Connecticut. He graduated at Harvard College
in 1690.—J/6', of W. Winthrop, Esq.]
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put them into such an amazing terror, as brought to

my mind the saying of the poet

—

^The slaugliter-breathine brass grew hot, and spoke
In flames of lightning, and in clouds of smoke.

After that, Lieut. Col. Ballantine with his com-
pany from the fleet, and Col. Goffe from Col. Vetch
on the north, with four companies more, came to

the General's camp ; every regiment was now pre-

paring for further engagements, the cannon being
all landed. Lieut. . Col. Johnson, with three hun-
dred, was ordered to cut fascines, the boats being
constantly employed in going and coming with pro-

visions and all sorts of warlike stores. On Friday,

the twerity-ninth, two French officers, a fort major,

sergeant and drummer, came out of the fort, with a

flag of truce, and a letter from Monsieur Supercast

unto the General, respecting some gentlewomen
that were terrified at the noise of bombs, praying
his protection, and that no incivility or abuse might
be done them, which was granted. Next day, the

sentinels of our advanced guards, discovered some
of the enemy near the woods, whom they pursued,

and took Capt. Allein a prisoner. October 1st, the

great guns were placed on three batteries ; the mor-
tars were also planted, and twenty-four cohorts at a

little distance from the outward barrier of the fort.

These all played upon the fort with good effect;

the French, at the same time, firing their great guns
and mortars upon us. The General sent Col. Tall-

er and Capt. Abbercromby with a summons to Mon-
sieur Supercast, the governor, to deliver up the fort

for the Queen of Great Britain, as her undoubted
right. The answer which he returned was soft,

only desiring a capitulation with some of the prin-

cipal officers on each side, which was granted ; and
thereupon a cessation of arms. Next day the ar-

ticles of capitulation were drawn up and signed by
General Nicholson and the Governor. Upon this

several compliments passed on each side, which
5
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were sent by major Handy the Aid-de Camp. And
on October 5th, the fort was delivered up. Upon
which Major Abbercromby, with two hundred men,
five captains, and eight subalterns, were ordered

to take possession thereof. Capt. Davidson march-

ed first at the head of fifty grenadiers : Major Ab-

bercromby, Capt. Mascareen, Capt. Bartlett, Capt.

Adams, and Capt. Lyon, followed in their proper

stations ; the General, with Col. Vetch on his right

hand, and Sir Charles Hobby on the left ; with

Monsieur Bonavenfcure and D'Gouten who were
hostages ; and then the field officers, with a great

many others advanced to the Fort, where the French
Governor met them half way on the bridge, with

Col. Reading, and Capt. Mattjiews, who were hostages

on our side, and complimented him in these words.
" Sir, I am very sorry for the King, my master, in

losing so brave a Fort, and the territories adjoining

;

but count myself happy in falling into the hands of

one so noble and generous, and now deliver up the

keys of the Fort, and all the magazine into your

hands, hoping to give you a visit next spring."

Which Keys the General immediately delivered to

Col. Vetch, as Governor of the Fort, by virtue of her

majesty's instructions : whereupon Monsieur Super-

cast, with his officers and troops marched out with

drums beating, colours flying, and guns shouldered;

each paying their respects to the General, as they

passed by ; and then our army entered the Fort,

hoisted the union flag and drank the Queen's health,

firing all the guns round the Fort, as likewise did the

men of war, and other vessels in the River.

On the success of these her Majesty's arms, a

day of thanksgiving was solemnized, and agreeable

to the articles of capitulation, three vessels were
appointed, to transport the soldiers unto France,

being two hundred and fifty eight ; who besides

the common allowance, had .a considerable stock of

wine, brandy, sugar, spice, and other things, with a
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plentiful supply for the late Governor. After this,

a council of war was called, who resolved, that

Major Levinston, with St Casteen, and three In-

dian guides, should go to the Governor of Canada,
about the exchange of captives, and inform him
how matters were here. Their first arrival was at

Penobscot, at St. Casteen's house, who courteously

entertained him. From thence they went to the
island of Lett, where they met with fifty canoes,

and twice as many Indians, besides women and
children ; there were two English prisoners, taken
a little before at Winterharbor. Two days after,

one of the prisoners made his escape from an island

where he was hunting with hs master, carrying
Avith him both his canoe and gun, and left him
behind ; which so exasperated the wretch, that

when he got from thence, and came wher^ Major
Levinston was, he took him by the throat with his

hatchet in his hand, ready to give him the fatal

stroke,' had not St. Casteen interposed; he was
however kept prisoner some time, but by the pru-

dent management, and mediation of that gentle-

man, was released. November the 4th, they took
their departure, and next day the Major's canoe
overset, drowning one Indian, where he also lost his

gun and all he had ; after that coming among the
ice, their canoe was cut to pieces, which obliged

them to travel the rest of the way by land, through
horrible deserts and mountains, being often forced

to head rivers, and lakes, and sometimes knee deep
in snow, scarce passing a day without fording some
river or other, which in some places were very rap-

id and dangerous : and for nineteen days together
never saw the sun, the weather being very stormy
and full of fogs, and the trees so prodigious thick,

that in many places it was with difficulty they got
through, being mostly spruce, and cedar, and the
way under foot so extreme rocky, that it was almost
next to an impossibility. At last their provisions
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were wholly spent, so tliat for six days together,

they had not one morsel to eat but what they scraped

off the frozen earth, or off the bark of trees. After

these unspeakable difficulties, they arrived at Quebec,

December the sixteenth, where they were handsomely
entertained, and after some time of refreshment, dis-

coursed about the prisoners. The Governor at their

return, sent two gentlemen with them to Boston, to

treat on the same head. Six days homeward, his man
fell sick, whom he left in a hospital at Troy River.*

From thence they came to Chamblee, and brought

with them three birch canoes, being thirteen in num-
ber, which canoes they carried seventy miles by land

through the woods and ice, and then passed in them
sixty miles by water, crossing the Lake. They did

not arrive at Albany till February 23.

Early in the spring, the enemy appeared as in-

sulting as ever. The first that fell under their cru-

elty, was Benjamin Preble of York ; but the most
affecting and surprizing stroke was on Col. Hilton

of Exeter, who being deeply engaged in the mast-

ing affair, and having several trees of value that"

were felled fourteen miles up the country, went
out with seventeen men to peel off the bark for

fear of worms : but not heing so careful and watch-

ful as they ought to be, on July the twenty-second t

they were ambushed by a body of Indians that

were making a descent upon us. They took two
and killed three, whereof the Colonel was one

;

which so surprized the rest, (their guns being wet)

that they all ran without firing one shot, or making
the least reprisal. This caused the enemy to tri-

umph, and the more because they slew a superior

officer, whom they soon scalped, and with utmost

revenge struck their hatchets into his brains, leav-

ing a lance at his heart. Next day, about a hun-

dred men went in pursuit of them, but could not

[* Trois Rivieres, in Lower Canada.]
[t June '23, 1710, says the monument over his grave. For R particular memoir of

his life, the reader is referred to Farmer Sf Moore^s Collections, Vol. 1, p. 241—251.]
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discover any. One of the slain was buried on tlie

spot, the other two brought home, where the Col.

was decently interred, the several troops in great

solemnity attending his corps. He was a gentle-

man of good temper, courage and conduct, respected

and lamented by all that knew him.*

After this, the enemy appeared very bold and
insolent in the town, in open streets, where they

carried captive four children as they were at play.

They then took John Wedgewood, whom they car-

ried to Canada, and after that, killed John Magoon,
of whom one thing is remarkable ; that three nights

before, he dreamed he should be slain by the In-

dians, at a certain place near his brother's barn

;

which place he frequently visited with a melancholy

countenance, telling several of the neighborhood,

that within a little while he should be killed, and
pointed to the very spot, which fell out accordingly.

After this, they bent their fury westward, where
at Waterbury they killed three, and one at Sims-

bury, t About the same time they fell oji Brook-

field, and then at Marlborough, where they shot the

post as he was riding to Hadley. From thence

they went to Chelmsford, where they wounded
Major Tyng, % who soon after expired ; he was a

true lover of his country, and had very often dis-

tinguished himself a gentleman of good valor and
conduct. §

[* The same day that Colonel Hilton was killed, a company of Indians who had
pretended friendship, who had been peaceably conversant with the inhabitants of
Kingston, and seemed to be thirsting after the blood of the enemy, came into the
town and ambushing the road, killed Samuel Winslow and Samuel Huntoon; they
also took Philip Huntoon and Jacob Gilman, and carried them to Canada; where,
after some time, they purchased their own redemption by building a saw-mill for
the governor after the English mode.— 1 Belknap, 280.]

[t These towns are in Connecticut.]

[JiVIajor Tyng was wounded by the Indians between Concord and Groton. He
was carried to Concord and there died.—Allen's Hist, of Chelmtford.}

[§ On the 20th July, 1710, six men, Ebenezer Hayward, John White, Stephen
and Benjamin Jennings, John Grosvenor and Joseph Kellogg, were making hay in
the meadows, when the Indians, who had been watching an opportunity to surprize
them, sprang suddenly upon them, despatched five of them, and took the other,
John White, prisoner. White spying a small company of our people at a distance
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August the ^d, between forty and fifty French
and Indians fell on Winter-Harbor, where they kil-

led a woman and took two men, one whereof was
Mr. Pendleton Fletcher, which was the fourth time

of his captivity ; but he was soon redeemed by the

garrison. The week after, they came with a far

superior number, killed three, and carried away six,

one of the slain they barbarously skinned, and made
themselves girdles of his skin. The last that fell

this season, was Jacob Garland of Cochecho, in his

returning from publick worship.

As the winter approached, Colonel Walton was
again preparing to traverse the eastern shore with

an hundred and seventy men, being the usual sea-

son of visiting their clam banks, where one of the

enemy very happily fell into his hands as they were
encamping on an island ; for by the smoke that the

English made, they came near, concluding them to

be some of their own tribe, but finding themselves

deceived, they attempted to escape, which our men
prevented. The principal Indian among them was
Arruhawikwabemt, chief Sachem of Naridgwalk,

an active bold fellow, and one of an undaunted spi-

rit ; for when they asked several questions, he made
them no reply, and when they threatened him with

death, he laughed at it with contempt ; upon which
they delivered him up unto our friend Indians, who
soon became his executioners ; but when the squaw
saw the destiny of her husband, she became more
flexible, and freely discovered where each of them
encamped. Upon this, they went further east, and
took three more ; after that, a certain Indian (thro'

discontent) surrendered himself, and informed of

Mauxis and several others that were at Penobscot,

which our forces had regard unto; and as they re-

turned, went up Saco river, where they took two,

jumped from the Indian who held him, and ran to join his friends; but the Indian
lired after him, and wounded him in the thigh, by which he fell; but soon recover-
ing and running again, he was again fired at, and received his death wound. This
was the last mischief done by the Indians at Brookfleld. — Whitney's History of
Worcester, 2^. 72.]
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and killed five more. Now although the number
that we destroyed of them seems inconsiderable to

what they did of ours, yet by . cold, hunger, and
sickness, at least a third of them was wasted since

the war begun. For as their number at first (among
the several tribes) were computed four hundred
and fifty fighting, men from Penobscot, westward,

they were now reduced to about three hundred,

which made the old men weary of the war, and to

covet peace. At Winter harbor, they took Corpo-

ral Ayers, but soon released him, without offering

him the least injury, and then went imto the fort

with a flag of truce, professing their desire of a

pacification. Yet in a few days after, some came
in an hostile manner at Cochecho, where they slew

Thomas Downs, and three more, while at work in

the field. After that, they went to York, where
they killed one and wounded another, who after-

wards got to the garrison and reported, that as they
were fishing in the pond, they were way-laid by
five Indians, one of which ran furiously at him and
knocked him on the head : after this, they scalped

him, and cut him deep in the neck. He perfectly

retained his senses, but made not the least motion
or struggle, and by this means saved his life. April,

the 29th, the like number appeared at Wells, where
they killed two men as they were planting corn.

After that, they slew John Church of Cochecho

;

and then way-laid the people as they returned from
publick worship; where they wounded one,"^ and
laid violent hands on another ; t but upon firing

their guns, some who were before, returned and
rescued the prisoner. Upon this. Colonel Walton
went with two companies of men to Ossipee and
Winnepiseogee % ponds, being places of general
resort for fishing, fowling, and hunting; but saw
none, only a few deserted wigwams; for being so

closely pursued from one place to another, they re-

[* John Horn. t Humphrey Foss. % Winnepisseocay in copy.
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moved to othei? nations, leaving only a few cut-

throats behind, which kept the country in a constant

alarm.

Col. Nicholson, by the reduction of Port Royal,

(which from that time bears the name of Annapo-
lis Eoyal) was but the more inflamed with the de-

sire of the conquest of Canada. Wherefore upon
his return to England, he so effectually represent-

.ed to the queen and ministry, the great advantage
that would accrue unto the crown thereby, that he
obtained orders for a sufficient force, both by sea

and land, with the assistance of the several colo-

nies. And for the better expediting the same, he
set sail the latter end of April, some time before

the fleet, with express orders unto the several go-

vernors of New-England, New-York, the Jerseys,

and Philadelphia, to get their quotas of men in

readiness. He arrived in Boston, on June the

eighth, 1711, to the great joy and satisfaction of

the country. A Congress hereupon was appointed

at New-London, being nearest the centre, where
the several governors met, with a -firm resolution

of carrying on the important affairs. On the 25th,

the castle gave a signal of ships in the bay, which
proved to be the fleet: upon which the troops of

guards, and regiment of foot were under arms to

receive them, and as his Excellency was not yet re-

turned, the gentlemen of the Council, and others of

distinction, went to congratulate them.

Brigadier Hill was Commander in Chief of these

her Majesty's troops, and Sir Hovenden Walker,
Admiral of the fleet, which consisted of fifteen

men of war, forty transports, a battalion of ma-
rines, and several regiments under Colonel Kirk,

Colonel Segmore, Brigadier Hill, Colonel Disnee,

Colonel Windress, Colonel Clayton and Colonel

Kaine, with upw^ards of five thousand men, who ar-

rived safe in health, and encamped on Noddle's

Island, where the General invited the Governor to
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view them under arms. They made the finest ap-

pearance that was ever yet seen or known in Amer-
ica. Her Majesty, out of her royal favor, was also

pleased to send six ships, with all manner of warlike

stores, and a fine train of artillery, with forty horses

to draw the same.

It is surprising to think how vigorously this

expedition was forwarded, while at Boston, although

a town but of eighty years standing, out of a howl-

ing wilderness; yet scarce any town in the king-

dom (but where stores are laid up before) could

have eflected the same in so short a time. For in

less than a month the whole army was supplied

with ten weeks' provision, and all other necessa-

ries that were wanted, besides two regiments of

our New-England forces, under the command of

Colonel Yetch and Colonel Walton, who embarked
at the same time, in transports of our own. On
the day that the fleet, sailed. Colonel Nicholson set

out for New-York, and from thence for Albany,

having ordered batteaux before, and every thing

else on the inland frontiers, to Ibe in readiness for

passing the lake with utmost application. The as-

sembly of New-York raised ten thousand pounds,

besides their proportion of men, the Jerseys five,

and although Pennsylvania was not so free of their

persons, because of their persuasion, yet were as

generous in their purse, as any of the other colonies

in carrying on the expedition.

Every thing now looked with a smiling aspect of

success, considering the powerful strength by land

and sea, the former being as fine regimental troops

as any that belonged to the Duke of Marlborough's

army ; and the latter as serviceable ships as any in

the whole navy, which for better satisfaction I have
here inserted.

The Swiftzure, to lead with starboard.

The Monmouth, with the larboard tack aboard.
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Ships' Names. Captains.

Swiftzure, Joseph Soans
Sunderland, Gore
Enterprize, Smith
Saphire, Cockburn
Windsor, Artist

Kingstown, Winder
Montague, Walton
Devonshire, Cooper
Edgar, 8r, H. Walker, Admiral
Humber, Colliford

Dunkirk, Rouse
Feversham, Paston
Leopard, Cook
Chester, Matthews
Monmouth, Mitchel

Men. Guns.

444 70

365 60

190 40
190 40
365 60
365 60

165 60
520 80

470 70
520 80

365 60

196 36

280 50

280 54

440 70

15 15 5351 890

The first harbor they made after they sailed

from Nantasket, was Cape Gaspey, from thence

they sailed up St. Lawrence river, until they got

up off the Virgin Mountains ; the weather then'

proving foggy, and the wind freshening, the Admi-
ral asked the pilots what was best to do ? who ad-

vised that as the fleet was on the north shore, it

would be best to bring to, with their heads unto

the southward, but he obstinately refusing, acted

the reverse, and ordered their heads Unto the north,

which was so astonishing unto the pilots, that one

and another foretold their fear (unto the officers)

and the destiny that would attend them before the

morning; which accordingly fell out. For at one

of the clock, nine ships, with 1500 men were all

cast ashore, and most of the rest in as eminent

danger ; but so soon as the former struck, they fired

their guns, which gave caution to the rest, some
of which wore, and stood off; others were so en-

compassed by the breakers that they were obliged

to bring to their anchors, which was their last
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refuge ; but before the day approached, the wind
happily shifted to W N. W. upon which they cut their

cables, and came to sail. Soon after, a council of war
was called, but the result not known until the evening,

and then the flag bore away to Spanish Eiver, without

giving the usual signal ; on which many of the wind-

ward ships were left behind ; but a small man of war
was ordered to cruise the next day for those that

were left, and to take up such as might be alive

among the dead, who were about six hundred. After

this, they made towards the fleet, but were eight days
in getting down ; during which time the wind was
eastwardly, and had our fleet proceeded, (as it were
to be wished they had) might easily have got unto
Quebeck in forty-eight hours.

Upon this disaster, the whole country (and in-

deed the nation) was alarmed, and many censures

and jealousies arose ; some imputing it to coward-
ice, but most to treachery, and the secret influence

of some malcontents then at helm ; otherwise why
would a matter of such vast importance to the

British kingdom, be hushed up in silence, and the

principal officers not summoned to appear? If the

Admiral was in fault, wherefore was he not called

to an account? Or why did not the General, to

vindicate himself, lay a remonstrance before the

council board ? And the pilots, (who were ordered

from hence at so great a charge to the country, to

represent matters in a true light) been examined ?

But instead thereof, dismissed without being asked

one question. However, one thing is remarkable,

that among those that were shipwrecked, and lost

their lives, there was but one single person that be-

longed to New-England among them.

Colonel Nicholson at this juncture was industri-

ously engaged in getting the batteaux ready for

passing the lake with a considerable number of

friend Indians, as well as English, for the attack

of Montreal, whicft next to Quebec was the place
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of greatest imporrtance in all the French territories.

But just as he was ready to embark, an express came
and gave an account of the miserable disaster that

befel the fleet : whereas, if he had proceeded, his

whole army would probably have been cut off; for

upon advice of our fleet's misfortune, the French drew
off all their auxiliaries, and most of their militia to

reinforce Montreal, being advised of the descent that

was making on them. So great was our loss in this

enterprise, that it affected the whole country seven

years after ; as the advance and expense of so much
money and provisions might well do. And it as much
flushed the enemy : for out of the ruins of our vessels

they not only got much plunder, but fortified their

castle and out batteries, with a considerable number
of cannon. They moreover stirred up the French
and Indians about Annapolis Royal to revolt from
their allegiance to the crown. Capt. Pidgeon being
ordered up the river for timber to repair the fort, was
violently attacked by no less than one hundred and
fifty, who killed the whole boat's crew, wounded the

fort major, and afterwards very barbarously murdered
him. They also slew Capt. Forbis, the engineer,

besides several others, and took thirty-four of them
prisoners. Soon after this, we were informed of the

arrival of our British forces in England, on the 9th

of October, at Portsmouth, where on the 15th follow-

ing, the Admiral's ship, the Edgar, was accidentally

blown up, with 400 seamen and several other people

on board, all the officers being on shore.

The reduction of Canada was a matter of great

consequence, not only to the interest of New-Eng-
land and the adjacent colonies ; but also to the

whole British empire. Not that in itself it is of

such intrinsic value ; for that the cold is so great,

and the ice so rigid, as to embargo it more than

half the year. But as the ingenious Mr. Dummer
observes, in a letter of his to a noble lord in the

year 1712, the consequence w^oulfl be very valuable

;
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for as it extends above one thousand leagues towards

the Mississippi, it would require a vast consumption
yearly of the English manufacture to support it

;

there being so great a number of several nations that

live behind, which bring down vast quantities of furs

of all sorts, as amount to an incredible sum. But
Her Majesty's royal aim, as he notes, was not so im-

mediately to advance a trade, as the security and
peace of her good subjects in North America ; being

thoroughly apprized that so long as the French inhabit

there, so long the English would be in hazard.

The Hudson's Bay Company, as well as New-
foundland, have given a melancholy account of the

many ravages that have been committed there by
the powerful assistance of those savages. I am not

insensible that many have blamed New-England,
and cast the odium wholly on them for not succeed-

ing in this enterprize ; but why New-England
should be branded with such infamy, I never could

yet hear the grounds, or any reason assigned, but
what sprung from some capricious brains, who were
no well wishers either to the cause or country, and
would stigmatize us' if possible, as enemies to the

church, and disloyal to our sovereign. But why
enemies to the church? or wherein is it that we
differ from them? save only in the ceremonies,

which none of them will allow to be essential. We
indeed are called dissenters; but many of those

that are of the church, dissent more from one an-

other than we do : for what we differ from, is, (as

they themselves term it) only in matters of indif-

ferency; but many of them are dissenters from
their own articles of faith. Is not our own doctrine

the same ? the Sabbath as strictly solemnized ?

and our mode of worship as agreeable to the primi-

tive constitution, as any other church in the world ?

Not but that we have degenerated from the pious

steps of our forefathers, yet I am bold to say, that

as to number, there are as many sincere and good
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people in New-England, as in any one part of the

world. But I beg pardon for this digression, w^hich

is only to wipe off the calumny that is too often cast

upon us. Now as to our loyalty, such pregnant
instances may be given thereof, as will be supriz-

ing to posterity. Witness our generous and noble
undertaking in the reduction of Port Royal under
Sir William Phips ; and after that, in the year 1690,
in our descent on Canada, where we lost many hun-
dred brave men, and at our own cost expended up-

wards of one hundred and forty thousand pounds
in money, without any allowance or assistance

from the Crown. After this, a new descent on
Port Royal, which although we miscarried in that

also, yet as Mr. Dummer observes, we were not dis-

pirited in raising another body of troops under the

command of Colonel Nicholson. And all this under
the oppression of twenty years war before, by the

French and Indians. Yet in the last fatal expedi-

tion, we supplied more than our quota which the

Queen assigned; besides, great sums were advanc-

ed to furnish the British Forces, which but few
towns in the kingdom of England were able to ef-

fect ; and none could do it with greater alacrity and
cheerfulness of spirit than we did.

In the history of Sir Sebastian Cabot,* which I

before hinted, we were informed that he took the

great river of St. Lawrence for the crown of Great

Britain, in the reign of King Henry the seventh,

which, according to the French historians, contains

almost 2000 miles in length and 840 in breadth,

situate between the 39th and 64th degrees of north

latitude, which takes in Acadia, Newfoundland and
Terra De Labrador. This great territory, in the

beginning of the last century, by the contrivance

of some then at helm, was taken possession of by
the French, who since that, have made many fine

settlements, more especially at Montreal and Que-

[*Cobbet, in the copy.]
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bee. The latter is called a city commanded by a

castle, which stands on an eminence, in which are

five churches, a cathedral, a bishop and twelve pre-

bendaries. Our unhappy disappointment against

Canada gave great uneasiness to the country, and
was matter of fear lest new reprisals would be made
on the out-skirts ; wherefore it was determined that

Colonel Walton with one hundred and eighty men,
should go to Penobscot and the adjacent territories,

where he burnt two fishing vessels, (that w^ere pre-

paring to come upon us early in the spring) and took
several captives, with som« plunder.

But New-England at this time was not alone insult-

ed. The Jesuits were every way endeavouring to stir

up the Indians, and at last did influence them to make
a descent on the borders of Virginia, where they
murdered a great many of the Palatines : upon which,

a considerable number w^as raised, who went in quest

of them, and destroyed four towns, besides a great

many whom they took prisoners. Some of them
were supposed to be the Senecas, who are a branch of

the Five Nations. Another tribe called the Choc-

taws,* made many incursions on Carolina; upon
which Col. Gibs, the Governor, commissioned Capt.

Hastings and B , the Indian Emperor, who
was in league with the English ; as also Capt. Welch,
with the assistance of the Chickasawt Indians, to fall

on them in several parts, and in a little time got to

their head-quarters, where the enemy in three divis-

ions endeavoured to surround them, but after a smart
engagement, received a perfect overthrow, which was
followed with the burning and destroying four hun-
dred houses or wigwams. The friend Indians ap-

peared bold and active, but for want of discipline and
a good regulation, did not the service that otherwise

they might. After this. Col. Barnwell went in pur-

suit of another nation called the Tuskaroras,J and
entirely routed them.

L*Shactau8, in the copy. tChicksha, in the copy. +Tuskarorah8, in the copy.]
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I now return* to our frontiers, where at Exeter
April 16th, 1712, they killed Mr. Cunningham as he
was travelling the road from Mr. Hilton's to Exeter.

After this they shot Samuel Webber between York
and Cape Neddick: others fell on several teams in

Wells, where they slew three and wounded as many
more. One of the slain was Lieut. Littlefield who a

little before was redeemed out of captivity, and a

person very much lamented. Soon after, they ap-

peared in the middle of the town, and carried away
two from thence. They went to Spruce Creek, where
they killed a boy, and took another, and then went
to York, but being pursued, made their escape.

Another party fell on the upper branch of Oyster
river, Avhere they shot Jeremiah Cromett, and three

miles higher, burnt a saw mill with a great many
thousand of boards. Next day, they slew Ensign
Tuttle at Tole-End,"^ and wounded a son of Lieut.

Herd's as he stood sentinel. May 14th, about thirty

French and Indians who had a design on York, sur-

prized a scout of ours as they were marching to Cape
Neddick, where they slew Sergeant Nalton, and took

seven besides: the remainder fought on a retreat

till they got to a rock, which for some time proved
a good barrier to them, and there continued until

they were relieved by the vigilant care of Capt Wil-

lard. About this time, fifty of our English who went
up Merrimack river returned, with the good account

of eight Indians that they had slain, and of consid-

erable plunder besides which they had taken, without

the loss of one man.

June 1st, they again came to Spruce Creek,

where they shot John Pickernell as he was locking

his door, and going to the garrison; they also

wounded his wife and knocked a child on the head,

which they scalped, yet afterwards it recovered.

Two days after they were seen at Amesbury, then

at Kingston, where they wounded Ebenezer Stevens

[* In Dover.]
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and Stephen Gilman, the latter of which they took

ahve and inhumanly murdered. After this they

killed one at Newichawanick and on July 18th, fell

on a company at Wells, where they slew another

and took a Negro captive, who afterwards made his

escape. The Sabbath after, they endeavoured to in-

tercept the people at Dover as they came from
worship; upon which a scout was sent in pursuit,

but made no discovery. Yet in the intermitting

time, they took two children*" from Lieut. Heard's

garrison, and not having time to scalp them, cut off

both their heads, and carried them away. There was
not a man at that time at home ; however, one

Esther Jones supplied the place of several ; for she

courageously advanced the watch box, crying aloud,

^here they are, come on, come on;' which so terri-

fied them as to make them draw off, without doing

any further mischief The enemy at this time were
thought to be very numerous, for they appeared in

many parties, which occasioned an additional num-
ber to be left to cover the frontiers, under the com-
mand of Capt. Davis, w^hose vigilant care (through

the blessing of God on it) kept them from doing

any further mischief September 1st, they killed

John Spencer, and w^ounded Dependance Stover.f

At this time, a sloop from Placentia, with forty-five

French and Indians, was cruising on our coast,

which Captain Carver observing, gave her chase,

and took her. But our fishery at Cape Sables,

through the defect of the guard-ship, were great suf-

ferers, where no less than twenty fell into their

hands.

The last action that happened (of any moment)
this war, was at Mr. Plaisted's marriage with Capt.

Wheelwright's daughter of Wells, where happened
a great concourse of people, who, as they were pre-

paring to mount in order to their return, found, two

[Belonging to John Waldron.—See 1 Belknap, 284.]

[t Probably Storer.]

6
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of their horses missing ; upon which, Mr. Downing,
with Isaac Cole and others, went out to seek them

;

but before they had gone many rods, the two former

were killed, and the others taken. The noise of the

guns soon alarmed the guests, and Capt. Lane,

Capt. Robinson and Capt. Heard, with several others

mounted their horses, ordering twelve soldiers in the

mean time to run over the field, being the nearer

way ; but before the horsemen got far, they were
ambushed by another party, w^ho killed Capt. Eob-

inson, and dismounted the rest; and yet they all

escaped except the bridegroom, who in a few days

after was redeemed by the prudent care of his father,

at the expense of more than three hundred pounds.

Capt. Lane and Capt. Harmon mustered what strength

they could, and held a dispute with them some time,

but there was little or no execution done on either

side.

Not long after this, we had advice of a suspension

of arms between the two crowns, which the Indians

being apprized of came in with a flag of truce, and
desired a treaty. Their first application was to Capt.

Moody at Casco, desiring that the conference might
be there ; but the governor not willing s6 far to con-

descend, ordered it to be at Portsmouth, where they

accordingly met July 11th, 1713, three delegates

from St. John's, three from Kennebeck, including the

other settlements from Penacook, Amasecontee, Nor-
' ridgewoe, Saco, and all other adjacent places ; where
articles of pacification were drawn up, which I have
hereunto annexed, viz.

:

" Whereas, for some years last past, we have made
a breach of our fidelity and loyalty to the crown of

Great Britain, and have made open rebellion against

her Majesty's subjects, the English inhabiting the

Massachusetts, New-Hampshire, and other her Majes-

ty's territories in New-England ; and being now sensi-

ble of the miseries which we and our people are

reduced unto thereby ; we whose names are here-
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unto subscribed, being delegates of all the Indians

belonging to Norridgewoc, Narrahamegock, Amase-
contee, Pigwacket, Penacook, rivers of St. John's

and Merrimack, parts of her Majesty's provinces of

the Massachusetts Bay, and New-Hampshire, within

her Majesty's sovereignty, having made application

to his Excellency Joseph Dudley, Esq., Captain

General and Governor in Chief in and over the

said provinces, that the troubles which we have
unhappily raised or occasioned against her Majesty's

subjects the English and ourselves may cease and
have an end ; and that we may again enjoy her

Majesty's grace and favour. And each of us respec-

tively for ourselves, and in the names and with the

free consent of all the Indians belonging to the

several places and rivers aforesaid, and all other

Indians within the said provinces of the Massachu-

setts Bay, and New-Hampshire, hereby acknowledg-

ing ourselves the lawful subjects of our sovereign

lady Queen Anne, and promising our hearty submis-

sion and obedience to the Crown of Great Britain, do
solemnly covenant, promise and agree with the said

Joseph Dudley, Governor, and all such as shall be
hereafter in the place of Captain General and Gov-
ernor in Chief of the said provinces and territories

on her Majesty's behalf, in form following ; that is to

say, that at all times forever, from and after the date

of these presents, we will cease and forbear all acts

of hostility towards all the subjects of Great Britain,

and not offer the least hurt or violence to them or

any of them in their persons and estates ; but, will

henceforth hold and maintain a firm and constant

amity and friendship with all the English, and will

never entertain any treasonable conspiracy with any
other nation to their disturbance : that her Majesty's

subjects, the English shall, and may quietly and
peaceably enter upon, improve and forever enjoy

all and singular the rights of land and former settle-

ments, properties and possessions within the eastern
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parts of said provinces of the Massachusetts Bay and
New-Hampshire, together with the islands, inlets,

shores, beaches, and fishery within the same, without

any molestation or claim by us or any other Indians,

and be in no wise molested or disturbed therein ; sav-

ing unto the Indians their own ground, and free lib-

erty of hunting, fishing, fowling, and all other lawful

liberties and privileges, as on the eleventh day of

August, in the year of our Lord, one thousand six

hundred and ninety-three : that for mutual safety and
benefit, all trade and commerce which hereafter may
be allowed betwixt the English and the Indians, shall

be only in such places, and under such management
and regulation, as shall be stated by her Majesty's

government of the said provinces respectively.
" And to prevent mischiefs and inconveniencies,

the Indians shall not be allowed for the present, or

until they have liberty from the respective govern-

ments, to come near unto any English plantations

or settlements on this side of Saco Eiver.

"That if any controversy or difference happen
hereafter, to and betwixt any of the English and
the Indians for any real or supposed wrong or inju-

ry done on the one side or the other, no private re-

venge shall be taken by the Indians for the same,

but proper application shall be made to her Majes-

ty's governments upon the place for remedy there-

of in due course of justice ; we hereby submitting

ourselves to be ruled and governed by her Majes-

ty's laws, and desire to have the protection and bene-

fit of the same.

"We confess that we have, contrary to all faith

and justice, broken our articles with Sir William
Phips, Governor in the year of our Lord God 1693,

and with the Earl of Bellamont in the year 1699.

"And the assurance we gave to his Excellency

Joseph Dudley, Esq. in the year of our Lord God,

1702, in the month of August, and 1703, in the month
of July, notwithstanding we have been well treated
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by the said governors. But we resolved for the

future, not to be drawn into any perfidious treaty or

correspondence, to the hurt of any of her Majesty's

subjects of the crown of Great Britain ; and if we
know any such, we will seasonably reveal it to the

English.

"Wherefore, we whose names are hereunto sub-

scribed, delegates for the several tribes of Indians

belonging to the river of Kennebeck, Ameriscoggin,

St. John's, Saco, Merrimack, and the parts adjacent,

being sensible of our great offence and folly in not

complying with the aforesaid submission and agree-

ments, and also the sufferings and mischiefs that we
have thereby exposed ourselves unto, do in all hum-
ble and submissive manner, cast ourselves upon her
Majesty for mercy and pardon for all our past rebel-

lions, hostilities and violations of our promises
;
pray-

ing to be received unto her Majesty's grace and favour.
" And for and on behalf of ourselves, and all other

the Indians belonging to the several rivers and places

aforesaid, within the sovereignty of her Majesty of

Great Britian, do again acknowledge, and confess our
hearty and sincere obedience unto the Crown of

Great Britain, and do solemnly renew, and confirm
all and every of the articles and agreements con-

tained in the former and present submission.

"This* treaty to be humbly laid before her Ma-
jesty for her ratification and further order. In wit-

ness whereof, we the delegates aforesaid, by name
Kizehenuit, Iteaiisis, and Jackoid for Penobscot,
Joseph and JEneas for St. John's, Warrueemit, Wad-
acanaquin, and Bomazeen for Kennebeck, have here-

unto set our hands and seals this 13th day of July,

1713.
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Signed, Sealed and delivered

in the presence of us,

Edmund Quincy^
Spencer JPhips,

Wm. Dudley^
Shad. Walton^ Signum
Josiah WiUardy

&c.

Signum

Si num

Kirehenuit

Warraeensitt

Bomaseen

Signum ^^^^^ Wadacanaquin

Signum ^!^N^ jEneas

Signum ^VC-'tok It^ansis

Signum ^\ JL Jackoid

Signum Joseph''

Provmce of New-Hampshire,

The submission and pacification of the eastern

Indians, was made and done the thirteenth day of

July, 1713, Annoque Regni Reginae nunc Magnae
Brittanise duodecimo.

Present, his Excellency Joseph Dudley, Esq., Cap-

tain General and Governor in Chief, in and over her

Majesty's provinces of the Massachusetts Bay and
New-Hampshire in New-England, and Vice-Admiral

of the same.
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Counsellors of the Massachusetts.

Samuel Sewall, Jonathan Corwin, Penn Towns-
end, John Appleton, John Higginson, Andrew Bel-

cher, Thomas Noyes, Samuel Appleton, Ichabod

Plaisted, John Wheelwright, and Benjamin Lynde,

Esquires.

Counsellors of New-Hampshire.

William Vaughan, Peter Coffin, Robert Elliot, Richard

Waldron, Nathaniel Weare, Samuel Penhallow, John
Plaisted, Mark Hunking, and John Wentworth,
Esquires.

For a further ratification of this treaty, several,

gentlemen of both governments went from Ports-

mouth to Casco, where a great body of Indians

were assembled, to know the result of matters: it

being a custom among them on all such occasions,

to have the whole of their tribes present; having
no other record of conveying to posterity, but what
they communicate from father to son, and so to the

son's son. When the several articles were read

and explained, by interpreters upon oath, (the dele-

gates being present) they signified an unanimous
consent and satisfaction, by loud huzzas and acclar

mations of joy. Many presents were then made
them, which were thankfully received, and every
tribe had their proportion given out ; but they were
so disorderly, that Mauxis (although he was the

Sagamore in all the eastern parts) was robbed by
the morning of all he had ; upon which he made a
miserable complaint unto the English next day, of
the unruliness of his young men, who had stolen

away all he had, therefore begged a new supply.

But although their government is so anarchical, and
their chiefs have so little respect and honour shown
them, yet in their council they observe a very ex-

cellent decorum; not suffering any to speak but
one at a time, which is delivered with such a re-

markable pathos and surprising gravity, that there
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is neither smile nor whisper to be observed^ until

he that speaks has finished his discourse, who then

sits down, and after that another rises up.

The peace thus concluded and so firmly ratified,

gave matter of encouragement to the eastern in-

habitants for re-settling their former habitations ; who
were also countenanced and assisted by the govern-

ment, even from Cape Porpoise to Kennebeck river,

where several gentlemen who had large tracts of

land, granted a hundred acres to every one for en-

couragement that would go and settle ; supporting a

minister besides (for some time) and employed a sloop

at their own charge for carrying and re-carrying the

inhabitants with their stock ; which gave so great en-

couragement that several towns began to be settled,

as Brunswick,"^ Topsham, Augusta, Georgetown, &c.,

in which a great many fine buildings were erected,

with several saw-mills, &c.

A fishery was also undertaken by the ingenious

Doctor Noyes, where twenty vessels were employed
at a time. He afterwards built a stone garrison at

Augusta at his own charge, which was judged to^be

the best in the eastern country ; and for a while w^as

kept at the public cost, but afterwards slighted ; which
occasioned the inhabitants to withdraw, and then the

Indians burnt it with several other houses.

In Kennebeck river, the Sturgeon fishery w^as

also begun and carried on with so great success,

that many thousand kegs were made in a season,

and esteemed as good as any that ever came from
Hambrough or Norway: besides vast quantities of

pipe staves, hogshead and barrel, pine boards, plank,

and timber of all sorts, which were not only trans-

ported to Boston, but to foreign places. Husbandry
also began to thrive, and great stocks of cattle were
raised.

[* Bromswick, in the copy. This town was settled as early as 1675, by a Mr.
Turchase, who lived near the head of Stevens' river and traded' with the Indians, of
whom he obtained grants of land ; but the first settlements here were broken up in
IQl^.—Sullivan, 177.]
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The French missionaries perceiving the growth
of these plantations, soon animated the Indians to

disrest them, by insinuating that the land was theirs,

and that the English invaded their properties ; which

was a vile and wrong suggestion, for that their con-

veyances were from the ancient Sagamores, at least

seventy years before; and the proprietors did not

settle so high up by several miles as was formerly

possessed by their predecessors.

However the Indians could not be satisfied, but so

threatened the inhabitants, that many withdrew, and
others were discouraged from going to settle. Soon
after, they killed many of their cattle, and committed
many other outrages.

No sooner was this advice brought unto his Excel-

lency, Samuel Shute, Esq., who was now Captain

General and Governor in Chief, in and over the prov-

inces of the Massachusetts Bay, and New-Hampshire,
&c., (and one zealously affected for the interest of the

country) but he appointed a Congress at x^Lrrowsick,

in Kennebeck river, in August, 1717, where a great

number of Indians, with the chiefs of every tribe ac-

cordingly met. And some of the principal gentlemen
of both provinces accompanied his Excellency to the

place appointed. The complaints on each side being

impartially heard and debated, the original deeds

from the ancient Sagamores w^ere produced and ex-

plained, having interpreters on oath. The articles

drawn up and signed in the year 1713, were again

read and ratified, to the seeming satisfaction of the

principal Sachems, who inclined to peace ; and im-

puted the late miscarriages unto the young men, but
were now resolved on a firm harmony, and would in

no respect violate the former treaties. Upon this, his

Excellency made them several presents, which they

thankfully received, and in acknowledgment there-

of, returned him a belt of wampum, with some bea-

ver skins. After this, they drank the King's health,

and promised allegiance to the Crown of Great



^0 Penhallow's Indian Wars.

Britain, so that every thing had now the promising

aspect of a lasting peace. One thing I cannot here

omit: three days after our departure, a number of

Indians went a Duck-hunting, which was a season

of the year that the old ones generally shed their

feathers in, and the young ones are not so well

flushed as to be able to fly; they drove them like

a flock of sheep before them into the creeks, where
without either powder or shot they killed at one
time, four thousand and six hundred; for they fol-

lowed them so close, that they knocked them down
with billets and paddles, and sold a great number
of them to the English for a penny a dozen, which
is their practice yearly, though they seldom make
so great a slaughter at once. But before two years

were expired, they again began to insult the inhabi-

tants, being spurred on by the Jesuits, which occa-

sioned a scout of fifty or sixty men to be sent out,

who kept them in some 'awe. But in the year

1720, they began to be more insolent, and appeared
in greater bodies ; upon which. Colonel Walton was
ordered with about two hundred men to guard the

frontiers, and was after that appointed with Capt.

Moody, Harmon, Penhallow, and Wainwright, to

send their Chiefs for satisfaction for the late hostil-

ities which they had done in killing the cattle, &c.

The Indians, fearing the event, promised to pay
two hundred skins, and for their fidelity to deliver

up four of their young men as hostages. After this

they become tolerably quiet, but in the spring grew
as insolent as before ; especially in Kennebeck,
where, some time in July, they came with ninety

canoes on the Padishal's island, which lies opposite

to Arrowsick, and sent to speak with Capt. Pen-

hallow, who fearing an intrigue, refused. Upon
which, one hundred and fifty of them went over to

him, with whom he held a conference ; especially

with Monsieur Delachase,^ and Sebastian Ralle,

[Probably Father De La Cbasse, afterwards Superior General of the missions to
New France.]
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who were Jesuits; Monsieur Croizen from Canada,

and St. Casteen from Penobscot, came also along

with them, who bought a letter for governor Shute

in behalf of the several tribes, importing, that if

the English did not remove and quit their land in

three weeks, they would burn their houses and kill

them, as also their cattle. Upon this, an additional

number of soldiers were sent under the command
of Col. Thaxter and Lieut. Col. Goffe ; and several

gentlemen of the council were also appointed to

inquire into the ground of these tumults, and, if

possible, to renew the pacification ; who according-

ly went and sent scouts to call the Indians in, but
they slighted the message with derision. Hereup-
on, the soldiers were ordered to continue, and re-

inforce the garrisons that winter. But in the sum-
mer, they renewed their insults, and on the 13th

of June, ] 722, about sixty of them in twenty ca-

noes, came and took nine families in Merrymeeting
Bay, most of which they afterwards set at liberty,

but sent Mr. Hamilton, Love, Handson, Trescot

and Edgar to Canada; who, with great difficulty

and expense, afterwards got clear. They then
made a descent on St. Georges, where they burnt
a sloop, took several prisoners, and fought the gar-

rison some time; and in a month after, came a
greater body from Penobscot, who killed ^vq, and
engaged the fort twelve days ; being very much en-

couraged by the influence of the Friar that was
with them. But finding they could make no great

impression, endeavored to undermine it, and had
made a considerable progress therein, till upon the

falling of much rain, the trenches caved in, which
caused the siege to break up, with the loss of twen-

ty of them in the engagement, as we were after-

wards informed. About the same time, Capt. Sam-
uel with ^VQ others, boarded Lieut. Tilton, as he
lay at anchor a fishing near Damaris Cove. They
pinioned him and his brother, and beat them very
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sorely : but at last, one got clear and released the

other, who then fell with great fury upon the Indians,

threw one overboard, and mortally wounded two more.

Capt. Savage, Capt. Blin, and Mr. Newton, who at

this time were coming from Annapolis, and knew^

nothing of their ravages, went into Passamaquoddy
for water. They were no sooner ashore, but found
themselves hemmed in by a body of Indians, the

French basely standing by and suffering it. They
wanted to divide the cargo of the sloop among them,
and at last sent Capt. Savage on board to procure
some ransom. But the wind rising, he was forced

off, and made the best of his way to Boston. Those
that he left (after some difficulty and expense) were
released.

Capt. Harmon, who was now in Kennebeck, went
up the river with a detachment of thirty-four men,
and seeing some fires, went ashore in the night,

where he came on eleven canoes. The Indians were
lying round the fire, and so wearied, by much danc-

ing the day before upon the success they had, that

they stumbled over them as they lay asleep. Keports

were various as to the number of Indians that were
then slain; some say eighteen, others not so many: how-
ever, they brought away fifteen guns ; and at a little

distance, found the hand of an Englishman laid on
the stump of a tree, and his body mangled after a

barbarous manner ; having his tongue, nose, and
private parts cut off. They brought away the body,

and gave it a decent burial. It was found to be the

body of Moses Eaton, of Salisbury.

In this brave attempt of Capt. Harmon, which was
effected in ten minutes, w^e lost not one man

;
yet

at the same time a great body of Indians lay near,

who being startled at the noise that was made, arose

and fired several guns, but did no damage.^

[About the year 1720, Capt. Thomas Baker of Northampton, in the county of Hamp-
shire, in Massachusetts, set off with a scouting party of thirty-four men, passed up Con-
necticut river, and crossed the height of land to Pemigevvasset river. He there dis-

covered a party of Indians, whose Sachem was' called Walternummus, whom he at-

J
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The country at this time was in a surprizing fer-

ment, and generally disposed to a war; but the

governor and council could not readily come into

it, considering the vast expense and effusion of

blood that would unavoidably follow. Besides, some
w^ere not satisfied with the lawfulness of it at this

time : for although they believed the Indians to be
very criminal in many respects, yet were of opin-

ion that the English had not so punctually observed
the promises made to them of trading-houses for

the benefit of commerce and traffick, and for the

preventing of frauds and extortions, too common in

the private dealings of the English with them. But
the grand abuse to them is the selling of strong

drink to them, which has occasioned much quarrel-

ling and sin, and the loss of many lives, to the great

scandal of religion and reproach of the country.

His Excellency was sensible of the promises that

he made to them at the treaty of pacification, which
he failed not to lay before the general assembly;
but he met with so much opposition that nothing
could be effected. The firing an Armourer at the

publick charge, was also engaged, but nothing, done
therein ; so that the Indians were full of resent-

ments, and thought themselves wronged. Yet all

this time, they made no application unto the gov-

ernment for redress, which they ought to have
done by the articles of ageement, but broke forth

into horrid and cruel outrages, by burning, killing,

and destroying. At last the Governor, by repeated
addresses from the people, was obliged to call the

Council together to concert what was proper to be

tacked and destroyed. Baker and the Sachem levelled and discharged their guns at
each other at the same instant. The ball from the Indian's gun grazed Baker's left
eyebrow, but did him no injury. The ball from Baker's gun w^-nt through the breast
of the Sachem. Immediately upon being wounded, lie leaped four or five feet high,
and then fell instantly dead. The Indians fled to the river; Baker and his party pur-
sued, and destroyed every one of them. They had a wigwam on the bank of the river,
which was nearly filled with beaver. Baker's party took as much of it as they could
carry away and burned the rest. Baker lost none of his men in this skirmish. It took
place at the confluence of a small river with the Temigewasset, between Plymouth and
Campton, which has sincehadthenameof Baker's river.—/^arffierfrA/oore-s Collections,
Vol. Ill, p. 100.
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done, who advi^d to the proclaiming an open war.

But their not consulting beforehand with the other

governments, was certainly a great oversight; who
probably would have come into it, and thereby have
helped to support the charge, which now lay wholly

on the Massachusetts and New-Hampshire.

Proclamation.

"Whereas the Indians inhabiting the eastern parts of this

province, notwithstanding their repeated submissions to his

Majesty's crown and government, their publick and solemn
treaties and engagements entered into with the government
here established, to demean themselves peaceably and amicably

towards his Majesty's good subjects of this province ; and not

withstanding the kind arid good treatment they have received

from the government, have for some years last past appeared in

considerable numbers in an hostile manner, and given disturb-

ance to his Majesty's subjects in the eastern parts of this prov-

ince, killing their cattle and threatening destruction to their

persons and estates ; and in abuse of the lenity and forbearance
^

of the government, have lately with the utmost injustice and
treachery proceeded to plunder, despoil, and take captive many
of his Majesty's good subjects, to assault, take, burn and destroy

vessels upon the seacoasts, and houses and mills upon the land

;

to wound some, and in a most barbarous and cruel manner to

murder others of the inhabitants of this province ; and in a

way of open rebellion and hostility, to make an audacious and
furious assault upon one of his Majesty's forts when the King's

colors were flying.

" I do therefore, by and with the advice of his Majesty's coun-

cil, hereby declare and proclaim the said eastern Indians, with

their confederates, to be robbers, traitors, and enemies to his

Majesty King George, his crown and dignity, and that they be

henceforth proceeded against as such : willing and requiring all

his Majesty's good subjects, as they shall have opportunity, to do
and execi^te all acts of hostility against them ; hereby also for-

bidding all his Majesty's good subjects to hold any correspond-

ence with the said Indians, or to give, aid, comfort, succor or re-

lief unto them, on penalty of the laws in that case made and
provided. And whereas there be some of the said Indians who
have not been concerned in the perfidious and barbarous acts

before mentioned, and many may be desirous to put themselves

under the protection of this government.
" To the intent, therefore, that the utmost clemency may be

shewn to such, I do hereby grant and allow them to come in

and render theniselves to the commanding officer of the forces,

or to the respective officer of any party or parties in the service;
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provided it may be within forty days from this time. And to the

intent that none of our friend Indians may be exposed, or any reb-

els or enemy Indians may escape on pretence of being friends
;

I do hereby strictly forbid any of the said Indians to move out

of their respective plantations, or such other places whereto
they shall be assigned, or to come into any English town or dis-

trict, within the colony of the Massachusetts Bay or the county
of York, without being attended with such men as I shall ap-

point to oversee them, at their peril, and as they tender their

own safety. And further, I forbid all the friend Indians to hold

communion with, harbor or conceal any of the said i-ebels, or

enemy Indians ; requiring them to seize and secure all such that

may come among them, and to deliver them up to justice.

"And all military commission-officers are hereby authorized

and commanded to put this declaration and order into execu-

tion.

Given at the Council Chamber in Boston^ the twenty-fifth of
July, 1722.

SAMUEL SHUTE.
Josiah WiUard, Seer.

God save the King."

The abovesaid declaration (for substance) was also

given out the week after, at the council chamber at

Portsmouth, in the province of New-Hampshire.
Now, although the settlements in Kennebeck were

the first that were molested, yet it is not to be sup-

posed that the bent of the enemies fury was on them
alone, as some would insinuate ; for at the same time

they interrupted the fishery throughout all Nova-
Scotia. Many have reflected on the government for

suffering a fort to be at St. Georges, as if that did ir-

ritate the Indians ; but why the proprietors might not

make an improvement thereof, as well as any others

on their right of purchase, I know not ; considering

that it was granted from the crown, and no exemption
made at the treaty of peace. Yet at the same time

I must be free to say, that there was too great indul-

gence at first in the government in sufiering so many-
townships at so great a distance to be laid out at

once, unless they were more peopled ; which has since

been the occasion not only of a vast expense, but a

great effusion of blood.

I
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The number •of vessels were about sixteen which
the enemy took at Canso, as they went into the har-

bors for their necessity ; which so soon as governor

Phillips was apprised of, he summoned the several

masters ashore with the sailors, and proposed the fit-

ting out of two sloops well manned, for recovering the

vessels and captives, which being approved of, he
forthwith ordered the drums to beat for volunteers,

and in less than half a day, fixed them out with about

twenty men in each, under the command of Capt.

Elliot and Capt. Robinson, who freely offered their

services ; but as Capt. Elliot out-saled the other, he

got first to a harbor called Winpague, where he dis-

covered some vessels, and bore directly down upon
them, till he came pretty near. The Indians being

flushed with success, and having thirty-nine on board

one of the vessels which they had took, and seeing no
more men on board the English than what was usual,

commanded them to strike for that they were their

prize. Unto whom Capt. Elliot replied that he was
hastening to them ; and in an instant called his men
on deck, who fired on them with a loud huzza, and
clapped them on board ; which was so surprising a

salutation, that they made a most dreadful yelling.

However they resisted as well as they could for

about half an hour, in which time Capt. Elliot re-

ceived three wounds, when Mr. Bradstreet, who com-
manded the soldiers, entered with hand-grenadoes,

most of the Indians jumped overboard, who were shot

in the water. Those that ran down in the hold, were
tore in pieces by the shells, so that only fiNQ escaped,

who were wounded. One of our men was killed, and
several hurt, particularly the corporal of the troops,

who had five swan-shot in his body. Capt. Elliot

being ill of his wounds, was obliged to return, carry-

ing with him seven vessels into Canso, which he re-

took with fifteen captives, six hundred quintals of fish,

and two heads of the chiefs of those Indians that

were among them. Upon this the Governor ordered
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the same sloop back with a fresh supply of men to

reinforce Capt. Robinson, who in a week after brought

in two Indian scalps, a schooner and a sloop, which

they took at Mallegash.

After that he met with a Frenchman and an En-

glish captive, who informed of a body of Indians and

five vessels that lay at a little distance, which he im-

mediately went in pursuit of; but fearing the event,

was not willing at the first to engage them, but kept

at some distance, and then three canoes with three

Indians in each,' double armed, drew near, one of

which came on board, as the rest lay on their paddles,

whom they treated friendly in expectation of a great- •

er prize. But the Indian growing jealous attempted

to escape, and presented his gun to Lieut. Johnson's

breast, which he putting by, shot him dead. Upon
this, they fired upon those in the canoes, and killed

three. The enemy was so numerous ashore, that he
thought it not safe to encounter them; however he
took one vessel. At this time they had twenty of our

English captives, but could not come to a fair capitu-

lation about their redemption. However, the Captain

warned them to use them well, for as we had thirty

of theirs at Annapolis, twenty at Boston, and as many
more at Canso, as they treated ours, so we would
theirs. Mr. Bradstreet now steered to the westward
of the harbor, where Capt. Elliot had the dispute

before-mentioned, where he retook three vessels more,

but could see neither captive nor Indians. The
day after, Capt. Blin very happily arrived with a

flag of truce and redeemed seven vessels and twenty-

four captives, who otherwise would have been put
to death. From thence he sailed to the Cape, and
in his returning back, took three or four Indians,

which he carried to Boston. Capt. Southack being
informed of a small body that was then at Astage-

nash in the gulf of St. Lawrence where Monsieur
Golden, the famous Friar, did reside, had an intent to

7
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visit him ; but in his passage through the gut, was
happily diverted, where meeting with two canoes, in

which were six Indians, he killed one, and took the

other five.

The general assembly not finding the former

bounty sufficiently encouraging to volunteers, now
passed an act of one hundred pounds a scalp to all

such as supported themselves, and whoever was sub-

sisted by the publick, should have sixty pounds for

the like : that any company or troop issuing forth

upon an alarm, should over and above the establish-

ment have thirty pounds, and an encouraging reward

besides, for all prisoners that they took ; and what-f

ever plunder might be taken should be shared among
them. And if any volunteers or detached soldiers

should happen to be wounded or maimed in the ser-

vice, that during the continuance of such wound or

maim, he shall be allowed such a stipend or pension

as the general court should think fit to order.

September the 10th, we had a surprizing account

from Arrowsick of four or five hundred Canada and

Cape Sable Indians, that fell upon them early in the

morning, who probably would have laid all desolate,

had they not been seasonably discovered by a small

guard, which Capt. Penhallow was sending out for

assisting the neghbourhood to gather in the corn;

who killed one and wounded three more of the com-

pany : the report of which guns did so alarm the in-

habitants, that they, with most of their substance, got

seasonably into the garrison. Their first appearance

seemed terrible, considering their number, with the

fewness of those that were to defend ; who fought

the garrison some time, and shot Samuel Brooking

through a port-hole ; after that, they had killed fifty

head of cattle, and burnt twenty-six dwelling houses.

The same day, in the evening, came Col. Walton and
Capt. Harmon, with about thirty men in two whale-

boats, who, with those of Capt. Temple and Penhal-
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low's men, (that could be spared out of the garrisons)

made about seventy, and gave them battle some time :

but the enemy was so numerous, that they were like

to have hemmed them in, had they not fought upon a

retreat.

In the night, they drew off. without much cause

of triumph, and went up the river, where they at-

tacked Mr. Stratton, as he was turning down in his

sloop, whom they mortally wounded ; then went to

Richmond, where some time they held a dispute with

the garrison, and afterwards drew off. The last that

fell this season was a man at Berwick.
His Excellency's affairs now calling him to Great

Britain, the government of the Massachusetts was
wholly devolved on the Honourable William Dum-
mer, Esq. Lieut. Governor ; during whose administra-

tion, there was as many remarkable turns of divine

providence, (respecting the enemy) as have happened
since the war commenced ; whose prudence and good
conduct have made him acceptable unto all.

The first alteration that he made, was in com-
missionating Col. Westbrook as Chief in the east-

ern affairs ; who, on the 10th of February, marched
to Penobscot, and Capt. Harmon at the same time
up Ameriscoggin* river, but neither of them had any
success, save burning their chapel and some wig-

wams. Capt. Sayward, with a company of volunteers,

went as far as the White Hills, near one hundred
miles into the enemies' country, but met with the like

misfortune.

So soon as the spring advanced, they began to

appear as furious as ever. At Scarborough, they
killed Thomas Larabee and his son : after that,

Mrs. Dearingt and two soldiers, where they also

took Mary Scamond, John Hunuel, and Robert ^

_.;,-rf

[* Amanascoggin, in copy.] i.'d'l

..t i'U£

[t Mrs. Dearing was the wife of Roger Dearing, who lived on a farm since well kticn^?r
by the name of Nonesuch. Hutchinson informs us that the Indians also took three of
his children as they were picking berries, and killed two other persons.]



foo Penhallow^s Indian Wars,

Jordan. Another party came to Cochecho, where
they slew Tristram Head,"^ Joseph Ham, and carried

three children captive. From thence, they went to

Lamprey-Eel river, where they killed Aaron Rawlins
with one of his children, carrying away his wife and
three more with them. At Northfield, they shot two,t

and meeting with the Reverend Mr. Willard, of Rut-

land, they laid violent hands upon him ; but he being

a person of courage agreeable to his strength, he slew

one and wounded another, till at last they gave him
the fatal stroke.^ Two of Ensign Stevens' sons were
also killed, and two more carried captive.

Capt. Watkins, who at this time was engaged on
a fishing voyage at Canso, was surprized by a small

body in the night while abed. The day before he
was at church, and it happened that two ministers, in

two different congregations, preached on one and the

same subject ; namely, preparing for sudden death

;

not knowing how soon or in what manner death would
attack them. His lodging was on an island at a little

distance from the fort, and although he was so strong-

ly importuned by several of his friends to stay with

them that night, as if they had a secret impulse of

some impending evil
;

yet all the arguments they

could use, could no w^ays prevail or influence him.

[* Tristram Heard, says Dr. Belknap.]

[t These persons were killed on the 14th of August.]

[$ Rev. Joseph Willard graduated at Yale College, 1714, and was settled at Sunder-
land, from whence he removed to Rutland, and on the 12th July, 1721, was invited to
settle in the ministry. The day of his installation was deferred on account of the dis-

couragements of the times, till the fall of 1723, when he was cut off by the enemy.
The following account of his death, and other Indian depredations, is given by Mr.
Whitney, in his History of Worcester County.
As Deacon Joseph Stevens and four of his sons were making hay in a meadow, at

Rutland, on the 14th August, 1723, they were surprized by five Indians. The father es-

caped in the bushes; two of the sons were slain, and two Phineas and Isaac, were
made prisoners. Two of the five Indians way-laid a Mr. Davis and son, who that after-

noon were making hay in a meadow not far off, but weary of waiting, they were re-

turning to the others, and met Mr. Willard in their way, who was armed. One of the
Indians' guns missed tire, the others did no execution. Mr. Willard returned the fire

and wounded one of them, it is said mortally; the other closed in with Mr. Willard;
but he would have been more than a match for him, had not the other three come to
his assistance: and it was some considerable time before they killed Mr. Willard.
Phineas Stevens, above mentioned, was the celebrated warrior in the Cape Breton war:
and the one who so bravely defended Charlestown, N. H., on the 4th of April, 1747,
when attacked by 400 French and Indians under Mons. Debeline.]
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He was a gentleman of singular good temper, respect-

ed and lamented by all that knew him. John Drew
of Portsmouth (a pretty youth) was slain with him,

at the same time.

The delegates of the six nations of Iroquois, with

the Mohegan and Scatacook Indians, being disposed

to come to Boston, were kindly entertained there.

And at a conference with the General Assembly, sig-

nified a great concern for the blood that was so often

shed by their kinsmen and brethren ; that from the

original they were friends to the English, and as a

testimony of their continuing so, presented a belt of

wampum; which according to their custom, is the

renewing the covenant. His Honor the Lieut. Gover-

nor, as an acknowledgment, gave each of them a piece

of plate, with figures engraven thereon, as a turtle, a

bear, a hatchet, a wolf, &c., which were the escutch-

eons of their several tribes. And the more to oblige

them to our interest, they had a promise made of one

hundred pounds a scalp for every Indian that they

killed or took ; which seemed so pleasing to them that

they manifested a readiness of taking up the hatchet

in favour of the English, whenever any hostility was
made against them. After this they were entertained

with the curious sight of a gun that was made by the

ingenious Mr. Pim of Boston ; which although loaded

but once, yet was discharged eleven times following

with bullets, in the space of two minutes ; each of

which went through a double door at fifty yards

distance. They were then presented with an ox,

which with bows and arrows they killed and dressed

according to their own custom ; where thousands of

spectators were present to behold and hear their bar-

barous singing and dancing. But notwithstanding

this free and generous entertainment, with the firm

promises they made of falling on our enemies,

(whenever they made any insults on us) all proved of

little or no significancy ; which was principally
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owing to the powerful influence of the Dutch, for

the sake of trade and commerce with them, as was
observed on the like occasion."^

October the 13th,t we had an account from North-
field, of a body of Indians that fell on the town-fort,

where they wounded two and killed as many more.
Soon after they surprized Mr. Cogshell and his boat's

company as they were going ashore at Mount Desart.

December 5th, about sixty laid siege to St. George's

garrison, where they continued thirty days, and were
not a little flushed with the expectation of success;

for at their first coming they took two soldiers, who
gave an account of the state of matters : but Mr.
Canady, the commanding of&cer, being one of uncom-
mon courage and resolution, stood his ground till Col.

Westbrook arrived, who soon put them to a rout.

After this, some came to Berwick, where they took a

soldier as he was carelessly wandering from the gar-

rison.

The favourableness of the winter prevented our
marching to any of their head quarters this season,

excepting to Norridgewock, where Capt. Moulton
found a vile and pernicious letter from the governor
of Quebeck, directed unto the Friar, exhorting him
to push on the Indians with all imaginable zeal

against the English, whose advice he as industriously

pursued.^

April 17th, 1724, they "shot William Mitchel of

Scarborough, as he was ploughing in the field, and
took two of his sons, who afterwards were released at

the taking of Norridgewock.§ They then fell on
a sloop at Kennebunk, which belonged to Lynn,
and killed the whole company. But the greatest

\* In this year, [1723] two persons, by the names of Smith and Bailey, were killed at

Cape Porpoise ; the former7on Vaughn's island ; the latter, at a place near where the old
meeting-house stood, on the sea-shore.—<S'itWtva?r, 230.]

[t October 11th, says Hutchinson, see p. 275.]

\X March 23, 1724, one Smith, sergeant of the fort at Cape Porpoise, was killed.]

[§ About the same time Mitchell was killed, John Felt, Wm. Wormwell, and Ebenezer
Lewis, were killed at a saw-mill on Kennebeck river.]
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stroke was on Capt. Winslow, who with sixteen

men in two whale-boats, went from St. George's to

the Green Islands, where the enemy usually fre-

quent on the account of fowling. But on their re-

turn, they were ambuscaded by two or three com-
panies of them that lay on each side the river. The
first that fell was Serjeant Harvey, who commanded
the other boat ; for by keeping too near the shore,

he gave the enemy the greater advantage : howev-
er, he returned the shot with as much bravery as

could be expected, till overpowered by a multitude.

Capt. Winslow,* who was considerably ahead and
out of danger, perceiving the engagement, coura-

geously returned back to their assistance. But be-

fore he could give them any relief, was surrounded
with about thirty canoes, who made a hideous yell-

ing; but he gave them no answer but from the

muzzles of his guns. A smart engagement follow-

ed, which held till night: when finding his thigh

broken, and most of his men slain, was obliged to

hasten ashore ; but there also he found himself un-

happily way-laid. They fell on him with utmost
fury, yet his courage continued until the last; for

(as one of those that escaped has since reported)

he rested himself on his other knee, and killed an
Indian before they had power to slay him. Thus
died that worthy young gentleman, for the cause of

his country. He was one of liberal education and
good extract, being the grandson of governor Wins-
low of Plymouth ; and if he had survived, might
have been of good service in his generation. Syl-

vanus Nock,t a worthy elder of the church at Oys-
ter river, soon after this, was slain as he was on
horseback. Myles Thompson of Berwick, was the
same day also killed by another party, and his son
was carried captive.J A few days after, they again

[* Josiah Winslow who graduated at Harvard College in 1721.]

[James Nock, says Dr. Belknap.]

{% Thompson was killed in May, 1724. He lived on the road which leads from Quam-
peagan to Wells, at Love's Brook. One Stone was mangled and scalped near where
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beset Capt. Penhallow's garrison, where they took
three as they were driving their cows to pasture,

and at their drawing off killed a great many cattle.

Another party fell on Kingston, where they took
Peter Colcord, Ephraim Severns, and two of Mr.
Stevens* children, whom they carried to Canada;
but by the unwearied pains and expence of Mr.
Stevens, he in a little time purchased his children.*

Colcord about six months after, made his escape and
got unto his friends, but did not survive long. May
24th, they shot George Chesley as he was returning

from public worship, with whom was Elizabeth

Burnum, who was mortally wounded. Three days
after, they went to Perpooduck, where they killed one
and wounded another, and then marched to Saco,

where they slew David Hill, a friend Indian. On the

same day, another party went to Chester, where they
took Thomas Smith, with another whom they pinioned,

but soon after, they made their escape.

The frontiers being thus alarmed, two companies of

volunteers went from New-Hampshire on the bounty
act, one hundred pounds a scalp, and it happened that

Moses Davis, as he was weeding his corn, went unto a

brook to drink, where he saw three Indian packs,

upon which he informed the troops that were then
coming out. He, with his son, went before as guides,

but by an ambushment, were both shot dead. The
English then fired on them, who killed one, and
wounded two more, but could not find either of the

Thompson fell by the sarae party, but he survived it, and lived to be an old man. Gov-
ernor Sullivan, who knew him, says, " his life was miserable; he wore a silver caul on
his head, went on crutches, had the use of only one hand, and was subject to strong
convulsion Ms.'"—Sullivan''s Maine, p. 252.]

[*The late Saranel Welch, who died at Bow, 5 Apiil, 1823, at the age of 112, recollect-
ed this event, and related to the writer of this note some of the particulars of it, about
a month before his death. He stated that Peter Colcord, I^benezer Stevens and Benja-
min Severance, and two or three children of Mr. Stevens', were taking by the Indians;
that Colcord made his escape, and that the children of Mr. Stevens were afterwards
redeemed. He also recollected the family of Jabez Colman, who was killed in 1724,
(mentioned by Penhallow under that year) and stated that Colman was shot with two
balls, one passing through his neck, and the other through his hip.]
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latter, although they tracked them by their blood

some way. The assembly of New-Hampshire then

sitting, ordered the aforesaid sum of one hundred
pounds to be paid.

The next damage they did, was at Groton, but
were so closely pursued, that they left several of

their packs behind. About which time, news came
to Deerfield of a body of Indians discovered up
Connecticut river. Capt. Thomas Wells rallied a
company of men. and went in quest of them, but
made no further discovery, till, upon their return

home, about four miles from Deerfield, three of the

company (supposing themselves out of danger)
rode at some distance before the rest, and unhap-
pily fell into an ambushment of the enemy near a

swamp, and were all three killed by them. But the

company behind hearing the guns, rode up with all

speed, and came upon the enemy while they were
scalping the slain ; and firing upon them, wounded
several. Upon which the enemy fled into the swamp,
and the English dismounting their horses, ran in after

them, and tracked them a considerable way by the

blood of the wounded, but found none. However,
the}^ recovered ten packs, and heard afterwards that

two died of their wounds, and a third lost the use of

his arm. Another company fell on Spurwink, where
th«y mortally wounded Solomon Jordan, as he was
coming out of the garrison. Next day, being July
the 18th, Lieut. Bean went in quest of them, and
came up with a scout of thirty, whom he engaged
and put to flight, leaving twenty-five packs, twelve
blankets, a gun, a hatchet, and sundry other things

behind them.*

The enemy not finding so great encouragement
in attacking our frontiers as they expected, were

[* Rev. Dr. Holmes informs us, that in the copy of Penhallow in possession of the
Massachusetts Historical Societj, there is an advertisement at the end, desiring the
reader to correct a great omission in page 105 [of this edition] viz. " In the article re-
lating to Lieut. Bean and Company, at the bottom of the page, it should have been
added, one of their principal Indians vpas killed, and his scalp brought to Boston, lor
which said Bean and company received an hundred pounds."]
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now resolved to turn pirates, and accordingly inter-

cepted several of our fishery as they went in and
out the harbours for wood, water, or in case of storms,

and accordingly made up a fleet of fifty canoes, who
designed at first for Monhegen, but going through
the Fox Islands, and seeing several vessels at anchor,

surprized eight with little or no opposition ; in which
were forty men, twenty of whom they put to death,

reserving the skippers and best sailors to navigate for

them. After this, they took fourteen more ; and with

the assistance of the Cape Sable Indians, became so

powerful and desperate, that at first they terrified all

vessels that sailed along the Eastern shore. They
then went to St. Georges with a design to burn that

garris<5n ; in order whereto, they filled a couple of

shallops with combustible matter, which they set on
fire, but it was happily extinguished. They then of-

fered terms on surrendering, which were rejected.

And finding that neither force nor insinuation would
prevail, they withdrew, and sailed to Annapolis, ex-

pecting to surprize the fort ; but firing at a soldier

in their march, gave an alarm ; and a detachment
issued forth, who, after a smart dispute, gave them a

perfect rout, but not without loss on our side.*"

The fishery being thus invaded, two shallops with

about forty men well fixed, went from New-Hamp-
shire, who fairly came up with one of them, but
through cowardice and folly were afraid to engage
them. However, Dr. Jackson from Kittery, and
Sylvanus Lakeman from Ipswich, with a lesser number,
gave them chase, and fired very smartly with their

small arms, although the enemy had two great guns
and four pateraroes, which cut their shrouds and hin-

dered their pursuit for some time : but being fixed

again, they followed them with greater resolution, and
drove them into Penobscot, where a greater body

[*June 27, 1724, Ebenezer Shelden, Thomas Cotton, and Jeremiah English (a friend
Indian were killed at Deerfield. July 10, Lieut. Timothy Childs and Samuel Allen,
were wounded in returning from their labor in the field.—Jp^cndtia; to Williams^ Nar-
rative.]
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being ready to cover them, he was forced to desist.

The Doctor and Mr. Cutt were dangerously wounded
in this engagement, but some time after recovered.

This storm of the enemy by sea, produced no calm

ashore.

At Rutland, they killed three men, wounded one,

and took another;'^ and at Oxford, beset a house

that lay under a hill, but as one of the enemy at-

tempted to break through the roof, he was shot

by a woman of the house.t The sabbath now be-

came a day of danger in which they often did mis-

chief, as at Dover, Oyster river, and Berwick, where
they killed one, wounded a second, and carried away
a third.

Capt. Harmon, Moulton, Brown and Bean,* were
now preparing for Norridgwock, with two hundred
men in seventeen whale-boats. After they land-

ed at Triconnick, they met with Bomazeen at Bruns-

wick, (who had slain an Englishman some days be-

fore) whom they shot in the river, as he attempted

to make an escape. They afterwards killed his

daughter, and took his wife captive ; who gave an

account of the state of the enemy, which encour-

aged them to march on briskly; and on August 12th,

they got within two miles of the place. Capt.

Harmon drew off with about sixty men to range

their corn fields, in hopes of finding some there,

imagining they saw some smokes ; while Capt.

Moulton, with about an hundred men moved for-

ward, and when he came within view of the town,

artfully divided them into three squadrons, of thirty

in each ; having ordered ten to guard their baggage,

and a squadron on each wing to lie in ambush,
while he with a like number encountered them in

[*Thi8 was on the 3d of August, 1724, and was the last mischief done at Rutland.]

t The enemy, four in number, made a breach in the roof, and, as one of them was
attempting to enter, he received a shot in his belly from a courageous woman, the only
person in the house, but who had two muskets and two pistols charged, and was pre-
pared for all four; but tbey thought fit to retreat carrying off the dead or wounded
man. This was on the 6th of August.]

\
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the front. He went on with such resolution, that

he got within pistol shot before he was discovered.

The Indians were under amazing terror
;
yet in their

surprize some of them snatched up their guns and
fired : but their hands shook and they did no execu-

tion. They immediately betook themselves to flight,

and in running fell on the very muzzles of our guns
that lay in ambush. Our men pursued them so warm-
ly, that several were slain on the spot ; more got into

their canoes, and others ran into the river ; which
was so rapid, and the falls in some places so great,

that many of them were drowned. By this time Capt.

Harmon came up, who was not so happy as to dis-

cover any of the enemy where he expected. The
number of the dead which we scalped, were twenty-
six, besides Monsieur Kalle the Jesuit, who was a

bloody incendiary, and instrumental to most of the

mischiefs that were done to us, by preaching up the

doctrine of meriting salvation by the destruction of

hereticks."^ Some say that quarter was offered him,

which he refused, and would neither give nor take
any. After this, they burnt and destroyed the chapel,

canoes, and all the cottages that lay round ; they
also took four Indians alive, and recovered three

captives.

The number in all that were killed and drowned
were supposed to be eighty, but some say more

;

the greatest victory we have obtained in the three

or four last wars ; and it may be as noble an exploit

(all things considered) as ever happened in the time
of king Philip. About seventy French Mohawks
were now making a descent on our frontiers, who
divided into several parties and killed a great num-
ber of cattle. Some of them fell on the house of

John Hanson of Dover, who being a stiff quaker, full

of enthusiasm, and ridiculing the military power,

[* There is a valuable memoir of Ealle in the Collections of Massachusetts Historical
Society, Vol. VIII, p. 250, in which his character is more favourably represented than
in the above account: it seems that the accoiintin the text is not perfectly correct.]
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would on no account be influenced to come into

garrison ; by which means his whole family (then

at home) being eight in number, were all killed and
taken. But some time after, his wife and two or

three of his children, were redeemed with consider-

able pains and expense.

September 4th, they fell on Dunstable, and took

two* in the evening : next morning, Lieut. French,

with fourteen men, went in quest of them ; but be-

ing way-laid, both he and one half of his company
were destroyed. After that, as many more of a fresh

company engaged them, but the enemy being much
superior in number overpowered them, with the loss

of one man and four wounded.
On the Monday after, they killed Jabez Colman

of Kingston, with his son, as they were gathering

[*The persons taken were Nathan Cross and Thomas Blanchard, who had been
engaged m the manufacture of turpentine on the north side of Nashua river, near
where Nashua village now stands. At that time, there were no houses or settlements
on that side the river. These men had been in the habit of returning every night
to lodge in a saw-mill on the other side. That night they came not as usual. An
alarm was given; it was feared they had fallen into the hands of the Indians. A
party consisting of ten of the principal inhabitants of the place started in search
of them, under the direction of one French, a sergeant of militia. In this company
was Farwell, who was afterwards lieutenant under Lovewell. When this party ar-

rived at the spot where the men had been laboring, they found the hoops of the
barrel cut, and the turpentine spread upon the ground. From certain marks upon
the trees made with coal mixed with grease, they understood that the men were
taken and carried off alive. In the course of the examination, Farwell perceived
the turpentine had not ceased spreading, and called the attention of his comrades
to this circumstance. They concluded that the Indians had been gone but a short
time, and must still be near, and decided upon an instant pursuit. Farwell advised
them to take a circuitous rout, to avoid an ambush. But unfortunately he and
French had a short time previous had a misunderstanding, and were then at vari-

ance. French imputed this advice to cowardice, and called out, " I am going to
take the direct path; if any of you are not afraid, let him follow me." French
led the way and the whole party followed, Farwell falling in the rear. Their route
was up the Merrimack, towards which they bent their course to look for their horses
upon the interval. At the brook near Lutwyche's (now Thornton's) ferry, they
were way-laid. The Indians fired upon them, and killed the larger part instantly.

A few fled, but were overtaken and destroyed. French was killed about a mile
from the place of aetion, under an oak tree now standing in a field belonging to
Mr. Lund in Merrimack. Farwell in the rear, seeing those before him fall, sprung
behind a tree, discharged his piece and ran. Two Indians pursued him: the chape
was vigorously maintained for some time without gaining much advantage, till

Farwell passing through a thicket, the Indians lost flight of him, and fearing he
might have loaded again, they desisled. He was the only one of the company
that escaped. . A company from the neighborhood mustered upon the news of this

disaster, proceeded to the fatal spot, took up the bodies of their friends and towns-
men and interred them in the burying ground in Dunstable. Blanchard and Cross
were carried to Canada: after remaining there some time, they succeeded by their

own exertions in effecting their redemption and returned to their native town, where
their descendants are still Wying.—Relation of Col. E. Bancroft, of Tyngsboroxigh,
Mass. •
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corn stalks. About the same time, Nathaniel Ed-

wards of Northampton was killed: and the next
day, the same company of Indians went to West-
field, and fell on several people as they were com-
ing out of the meadows with their carts loaded,

and wounding one man had certainly taken him,

but some of our men bravely faced about, and
attempted a shot upon them. But their guns all

missing fire except Mr. Noah Ashley's, his went
off and shot down one of the enemy, which put a

stop to their further pursuit of the English. Here-

upon a company rallied, and went after the enemy,
and quickly found the Indian whom Ashley had
slain. And taking his scalp, said Ashley brought

it to Boston, and received one hundred pounds re-

ward for it. And now a regiment of fresh men un-

der the command of Col. Westbrook' were prepar-

ing for Penobscot, one of their chief places of ren-

dezvous for planting and fishing ; but by the un-

skilfulness of his guides, were led into a labyrinth

of difficulties, and after a long fatigue returned with-

out any discovery.

Capt. Lovewell from Dunstable, with thirty vol-

unteers, at the same time went northward, who
marching several miles up the country, came on a

wigwam wherein were two Indians, one of which
they killed and the other took, for which they re-

ceived the promised bounty of one hundred pounds
a scalp, and two shillings and six pence a day be-

sides.

Other companies were disposed to go out on the

like encouragement, but did not see the track of an
Indian ; being under such amazing terror, by reason

of their late overthrow at Norridgewock, that they

deserted their former habitation; for when Capt.

Heath went to Penobscot, he made no other discovery

than a few empty wigwams.
The government (being thoroughly apprized of

the perfidy of the French at Canada, in supplying
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the Indians with all necessary stores of war, not-

withstanding the peace at Utrecht, so firmly ratifi-

ed between the two Crowns) sent Col. Thaxter and
Col. Dudley from the Massachusetts, with Mr. At-

kinson from New-Hampshire, as commissioners to

represent the many grievances that arose thereby

;

as also to demand the several captives which they

had of ours, and that hence-forward they would
withdraw all manner of assistance from the enemy.
For as they were Indians bordering between both

governments, they belonged either to the dominion

of Great Britain, or unto the French King ; if to

the French King, then consequently they were his

subjects, and the encouraging or supplying them
with warlike stores against the English, was a fla-

grant violation of the peace between the two Crowns

;

if they belonged to the King of Great Britain, then

the exciting them to a war was as great a breach,

and the stirring them up to rebellion, contrary unto
their allegiance and submission in the year 1693,

which was afterwards renewed in the year 1713, and
1717.

Our gentlemen in their journey to Quebeck, met
the Governor at Montreal unto whom they deliver-

ed this message : upon which the Governor seemed
to extenuate his supplying or countenancing them
in any act of hostility ; till they made it evident

from letters under his hand unto Monsieur Ealle,

the Jesuit and father confessor. But to palliate the

matter, he replied, they were an independent nation,

and that as the captives were out of his reach he
would not engage therein. But as to those among
the French, he woujd order them to be released upon
paying the first cost they had given the Indians.

This we were obliged to do, after an exhorbitant
manner ; and in the whole, got but sixteen, with the
promise of ten more. Notwithstanding this, he would
often reflect on the English for invading the proper-

ties of the Indians, till our commissioners demonstrat-

L
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ed that we possessed no more than what we purchased,

and had formerly inhabited ; and inasmuch as the

boundaries between the two Crowns were firmly fixed,

that all the Indians inhabiting this side L'Accadia,

must of consequence belong to the Crown of Great
Britain. After this, our gentlemen departed, acknowl-
edging the kind entertainment which his Excellency
had given them ; who ordered a guard to attend them
part of their way home.
But the difficulties and hazzards that they met

with in their journey were great and terrible. It

took them full four months. The lake they passed

over was a hundred and fifty miles long and thirty

wide, which was covered with water four inches on
the surface of the ice. The first place they came to

was Chamblee, where is a strong fortification, 200 foot

square, and 30 foot high, with four bastions, in which
are four tier of guns, one above another. From
thence, they traveled to Montreal, which is an island

of 30 miles long and 12 wide, lying in the middle of

the river commonly called St. Lawrence's river ; about
180 miles up from Quebeck, navigable for vessels of

about 100 tons. This city (of Montreal) lies near the

middle, walled round with stone and lime sixteen

foot high and three thick, but no battery or fortifica-

tion ; in which are three churches, two chapels, two
nunneries, and two streets of three quarters of a mile
in length ; containing about 400 houses. Their trade

is mostly in furs, which they transport to Quebeck,
and from thence to France.

Capt. Lovewell, who was endowed with a gener-
ous spirit and resolution of serving his country, and
well acquainted with hunting in the woods, raised a

new company of volunteers, and marched some
miles beyond their common head-quarters: on the
easterly side of Winnepiseogee* ponds, he crossed
an Indian track, and soon after espied two of them
whose motions he watched all the day, and at night

[* Winnepissocay, in copy.]
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silently came upon them as they lay asleep round

their fire. At his first firing, he killed seven, after

that, two more, and wounded another, which was
their whole company : w^ho being within a day and

a half's march of our frontiers, would probably have
done mischief, had they not been so seasonably pre-

vented. Their arms were so new and good, that

most of them w^ere sold for seven pounds apiece,

and each of them had two blankets, with a great

many spare moccasons, which were supposed for the

supplying of captives that they expected to have taken.

The plunder was but a few skins; but during the

march, our men were well entertained with moose,

bear, and deer, together with salmon-trout, some of

which were three feet long, and weighed twelve

pounds apiece.

April 13th, 1725, there came two Indians to Ma-
quoit,^ and took one Cockram, a soldier of about
eighteen years of age, whom they carried thirty

miles into the woods. The first night they pinioned'

him, but left him loose the second. He took an
opportunity (as they were asleep) to knock them
both on the head, scalped them and brought their

scalps away with him, and their guns. But in his

return, he was so unhappy as to lose a gun, and one
of the scalps in fording a river. When he came to

the garrison and gave an account of the whole affair,

there went out a party the next morning, and found
the Indians both dead according to the informa-

tion that he had given. He was not only rewarded
according to the act, but was advanced in his post, for

his brave action, and for the encouragement of others.

On the Monday after, came another party to Yar-
mouth, where they slew William and Matthew Scales,

which was a great weakening to that garrison, being
very active and industrious men, and the principal

supporters thereof

l*Maquoit is a bay, which lies about 20 miles north of Cape Elizabeth.—/SwWt-
van, p. 14.]

8
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After this, th^y went to Cape Porpoise and way-
laid Lieut. Trescott with some others, as they were
passing along the road, whom they fired on, and
wounded the said Trescott in several places.

A vessel from Canso, about this time arriving,

brought an account of seventy Indians that fell on
an out-house in view of the garrison, where they
killed seven men, one woman and a child, and from
thence went to Capt. Durell's Island, where they
beset a fortified house in which were only four, who
engaged them several hours ; one of which was in a

little time shot through a loop-hole, but the remain-

ing three held out and defended themselves with such
bravery, that the enemy was obliged to draw off with
considerable loss.

Capt. Lovewell being still animated with an un-

common zeal of doing what service he could, made
another attempt on Pigwacket with forty-four men

;

who in his going built a small fort near Ossipee, to

have recourse unto in case of danger, as also for the

relief of any that might be sick or wounded; and
having one of his men at this time sick, he left the

doctor with eight men more to guard him : with
the rest of his company, he proceeded in quest of the

enemy, who on May the 8th, about ten in the morn-
ing, forty miles from said fort, near Saco pond, he saw
an Indian on a point of land : upon which they im-

mediately put off their blankets and knapsacks, and
made towards him ; concluding that the enemy were
ahead and not in the rear. Yet they were not with-

out some apprehensions of their being discovered two
days before, and that the appearing of one Indian in

so bold a manner, was on purpose to ensnare them.

Wherefore, the Captain calling his men together, pro-

posed whether it was best to engage them or not

;

who boldly replied, " that as they came out on pur-

pose to meet the enemy, they would rather trust

providence with their lives and die for their country,

than return without seeing them." Upon this, they
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proceeded and mortally wounded the Indian, who not-

withstanding returned the fire, and wounded Captain
Lovewell in the belly. Upon which Mr. Wyman fired

and killed him. But their dismantling themselves
at this juncture, proved an unhappy snare ; for the

enemy taking their baggage, knew their strength by
the number of their packs, where they lay in am-
bush till they returned, and made the first shot

;

which our men answered with much bravery, and
advancing within twice the length of their guns, slew
nine. The encounter was smart and desperate, and
the victory seemed to be in our favor, till Capt. Love-
well with several more were slain and wounded, to

the number of twelve : upon which our men were
forced to retreat unto a pond, between which and
the enemy was a ridge of ground that proved a

barrier unto us. The engagement continued ten

hours, but although the shouts of the enemy were at

first loud and terrible, yet after some time they be-

came sensibly low and weak, and their appearance to

lessen. Now whether it was through want of ammu-
nition, or on the account of those that were slain and
wounded, that the enemy retreated, certain it is, they
first drew off and left the ground. And although
many of our men were much enfeebled by reason of

their wounds, yet none of the enemy pursued them
in their return. Their number was uncertain, but
by the advice which we afterwards received, they

were seventy in the whole, whereof forty were
said to be killed upon the spot, eighteen more died

of their wounds, and that twelve only returned.

An unhappy instance at this time fell out respect-

ing one of our men, who when the fight began, was
so dreadfully terrified, that he ran away unto the

fort, telling those who were there, that Capt. Lovewell

Ivas killed with most of his men ; which put them
into so great a consternation, that they all drew off,

leaving a bag of bread and pork behind, in case any
of their company might return and be in distress.
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The whole that* we lost in the engagement were
fifteen, besides those that were wounded. Elea-

zar Davis of Concord, was the last that got in,

who first came to Berwick and then to Portsmouth,
where he was carefully provided for, and had a

skilful surgeon to attend him. The report he gave
me was, that after Capt. Lovewell was killed, and
Lieut. Farwell and Mr. Bobbins wounded, that En-

sign Wyman took upon him the command of the

shattered company, who behaved himself with great

prudence and courage, by animating the men and
telling them, " that the day would yet be their own,
if their spirits did not flag ;" which enlivened them
anew, and caused them to fire so briskly, that sev-

eral discharged between twenty and thirty times

apiece. He further added, that Lieut. Farwell, with

Mr. Frye their chaplain, Josiah Jones, and himself,

who were all wounded, marched towards the fort

;

but Jones steered another way, and after a long

fatigue and hardship, got safe into Saco. Mr. Frye
three days after, through the extremity of his

wounds, began to faint and languish, and died. He
was a very worthy and promising young gentleman,

the bud. of whose youth was but just opening into a

flower.*

Mr. Jacob Fullam, who was an officer and an
only son, distinguished himself with much bravery.

One of the first that was killed was by his right

hand ; and when ready to encounter a second, it is

said that he and his adversary fell at the very in-

stant by each other's shot. Mr. Farwell held out

in his return till the eleventh day; during which
time he had nothing to eat but water and a few

roots which he chewed ; and by this time the

wounds through his body were so mortified, that

the worms made a thorough passage. The same
day, this Davis caught a fish which he broiled, and
was greatly refreshed therewith; but the Lieuten-

i* He was of Andover, and graduated at Harvard college in 1723.
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ant was so mucli spent, that he could not taste a

bit. Davis being now alone, in a melancholy des-

olate state, still made toward the fort, and next day
came to it, where he found some pork and bread,

by which he was enabled to return as before men-
tioned.

Just as I had finished this account, I saw the

historical memoirs of the ingenious Mr. Symmes,*
wherein I find two things remarkable, which I had
no account of before : one was of Lieut. Eobbins,

who being sensible of his dying state desired one

of the company to charge his gun and leave it with

him, being persuaded that the Indians, by the morn-
ing, would come and scalp him, but was desirous

of killing one more before he died. The other was
of Solomon Kies, who being wounded in three pla-

ces, lost so much blood as disabled him to stand any
longer ; but in the heat of the battle, calling to Mr.

Wyman said, he was a dead man ; however, said that

if it was possible, he would endeavor to creep into

some obscure hole, rather than be insulted by these

bloody Indians : but by a strange providence, as • he
was creeping away, he saw a canoe in the pond,

which he rolled himself into, and by a favorable wind
(without any assistance of his own) was driven so

many miles on, that he got safe unto the fort.

In 1 Sam. xxxi, 11, 12, 13, it is recorded to the

immortal honor of the men of Jabesh Gilead, that

when some of their renowned heroes fell by the hand
of the Philistines, that they prepared a decent burial

for their bodies.

Now so soon as the report came of Capt. Love-
w^ell's defeat, about fifty men from New-Hampshire
well equiped, marched unto Pigwacket for the

like end, but were not so happy as to find them:
but Col, Tyng, from Dunstable, with Capt. White

[* Rev. Thomas Symmes of Bradford, Mass., whose Memoir of Lovevvell's Fight
is published entire in the first volume of Farmer ^ Moore's Collections.]
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who went afterwards, buried twelve; where at a
little distance they found three Indians, among
whom was Paugus, a vile and bloody wretch. Now
the reason why no more of the enemy could be
found, was because it is customary among them to

conceal their dead, and bury them in some places of

obscurity.

Give me leave here again to relate, (as I did be-

fore respecting Col. Hilton) that six or eight days
before Capt. Lovewell was defeated, we had a cur-

rent report several miles round of His being so,

with little or no variation, both as to time and cir-

cumstances.

Our encountering the enemy at such a distance

was so terrible and surprizing, that they never
found any body after. And though our actions in

this war can bear no comparison with those of our
British forces, (which have caused the world to

wonder) yet not to mention the bravery of these

worthies, who died in the bed of honor, and for the

interest of their country, would be a denying them
the honor that is due unto their memory, and a bury-
ing them in oblivion."^

The mourning drum, the lance and ensigns trail,

The robes of honor all in sable veil.

Mr. Wyman, who distinguished himself in such

a signal manner, was, at his return, presented with

a silver hilted sword, and a captain's commission.

Edward Lingfield was also made an ensign, and
the general assembly (to shew a grateful acknowl-

edgement to the soldiers, and a compassionate sym-

[* This was one of the most fierce and obstinate battles which had been fought with
the Indians. They had not only the advantage of numbers, but of placing themselves
in ambush, and waiting with deliberation the moment of attack. These circumstances
gave them a degree of ardor and impetuosity. Lovewell and his men, though disap-
pointed of meeting the enemy in their front, expected and determined to fight.

The fall of their commander and more than one quarter of their number, in the first

onset, was greatly di.^couraging; but they knew the situation to which they were re-

duced, and their distance from the frontiers, cut off all hope of safety by flight.

In these circumstances, prudence as well as valor, dictated a continuance of the en-
gagement, and a refusal to surrender; until the enemy, awed by their brave resistance,
and weakened by their own loss, yielded them the honor of the field. After this en-
counter, the Indians resided no more at Pigwacket, till the peace.—2 Belknap, p. 69, 70.]
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pathy unto the widows and orphans.) ordered the

sum of fifteen hundred pounds to be given them,

under a certain regulation. And for a further en-

couragement of volunteers, ordered four shillings a

day out of the public to be paid every one that

would enlist, besides the bounty of one hundred
pounds a scalp. Upon which a great many brave

men, under the command of Capt. White, Capt.

Wyman, and others, went out, but the extremity of

the heat prevented their marching far. Many of

them sickened of the bloody flux, and some died

after their return
;
particularly, Capt. White and Capt.

Wyman, whose deaths were very much lamented.

Saquarexis, and Nebine, one a hostage, and the

other a prisoner belonging to the English, being de-

sirous of visiting their old acquaintance, had liberty

granted them on their parole ; who after some time

returned and gave an account, that the Indians were
generally disposed to a peace, for that the losses they
met with, and the daily terror they were under, made
their lives miserable. After this, they went out

again, and meeting with several others, they repre-

sented their ready desires of having a treaty of paci-

fication with the English. Upon which Col. Walton,''^

from New-Hampshire, Col. Stoddard and Mr. Wain-
wright, from the Massachusetts, were appointed com-
missioners to go unto St. George's, to hear and report

what they had to offer. They arrived there, July
the second, and sent the said two Indians with a

letter unto their chiefs, letting them know that they

w^ere come ; who in six days after, appeared under a

flag of truce.

Capt. Bean, the interpreter, was sent to meet
them. They brought a letter from Winnenimmit
their chief Sagamore, which w^as wrote in French.

The import of which was, to congratulate the gen-

tlemen's arrival on a design of peace, which they

[* Col. Walton lived at Somersworth. He was dismissed from service, and was suc-
ceeded by Col. Thomas Westbrook.]
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earnestly desirej^ to treat about, provided they might
do it safely; being under some fear and jealousy.

And indeed they had cause of being so, for that

about ten days before under a flag of truce, some of

the English treacherously attempted to lay violent

hands upon them, but lost one in the skirmish, and
had another wounded, which was the occasion of the

like unhappy disaster that afterwards happened unto
Capt. Saunders, in Penobscot Bay. They then moved,
that inasmuch as many of their men were scattered,

(being out a hunting) that our gentlemen would stay

a little, which they consented to. And five days
after, seven came in under a flag of truce, making the

usual signal ; and informing the commissioners they
would wait on them to-morrow ; who after a friendly

entertainment were dismissed. The next day their

whole body came within a quarter of a mile of the

garrison, desiring the English to come to them ; which
they refused, saying, that they were sent from the

several governments to hear what they had to offer

;

but assured them that if they came to them, no in-

jury should be offered. After a short consultation

they complied, provided that the English would
engage it in the name of God. And then they sent

in thirteen of their chiefs, expecting the like num-
ber of English to be sent them. So soon as they
met, the commissioners demanded what they had
to offer, who complimented them with the great

satisfaction they had in seeing them in so peace-

able a disposition, and that it was also the intent

and desire of their hearts. It was then asked where-
fore they made war upon the English ? who replied,

because of their encroachments upon their lands so

far westward as Cape Nawagen, where two of their

men, as they said, were beaten to death. Unto which
it was answered, that that very land was bought by
the English, and that the deeds from their predeces-

sors were ready to be shown ; and admitting it was
true what they said, that the English did so inhuman-
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ly beat two of their Indians, yet it was not justifiable

in them (according to the articles of peace) to com-

mence a war at once, without first making application

to the government, who at all times were ready to do

them justice.

This conference being over, they proposed a further

treaty, which after some debate was resolved to be at

Boston. They then moved for a cessation of arms,

but our commissioners, having no power, replied, that

if they went to Boston, it might probably be granted.

But in the mean time moved that each party should

be on their guard, for that it was the custom of

nations to carry on the war on both sides till matters

were fully concluded. The Indians replied that as

they desired peace, they were resolved in calling in

their young men, promising for themselves and those

also of their tribe, that no hostility should be formed

against us.

The treaty being over, Capt. Loran and Ahanquid,
who were two of their chiefs, accompanied our gen-

tlemen to Boston, where they were friendly enter-

tained, and after a capitulation of matters, returned

in a vessel prepared on purpose, with a promise

of bringing more of their chiefs with them in forty

days after their arrival, for a final issue of all differ-

ences.

Several constructions and censures were passed on
this treaty ; some thinking the English were more
forw^ard for a peace than the Indians, and that as we
now knew their head quarters, might easily destroy

their corn, and disrest them in their fishery, which
would bring them to a ready composition. Although
the Penobscot Indians, seemed guarantee for the other

tribes, yet as we knew them treacherous, we could

put no confidence in them, but rather lay ourselves

open unto a snare, and become the more secure!

Something like this accordingly fell out ; for on
September 15th, a party of them fell on some of

Cochecho while at work in the field, where they slew

I
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one, scalped another, cut off the head of a third, and
carried a fourth captive ; all of which belonged to the

family of the Evans'

*

A few days after, another party attacked a garri-

son at North Yarmouth, but were so stoutly repulsed

that they made no impression ; but at their drawing
off, killed several cattle. Two days after, some ap-

peared at Mowsum, and then at Damaris Cove, which
lies eastward of Kennebeck, and is two leagues within

the line agreed upon; where they took and burnt
two shallops which belonged to Stephen Hunuel and
Alexander Soaper, who with five men and a boy,

they carried to the Winniganse, and knocked him on
the head. Some conjectured that these Indians came
from Canada ; others, that they belonged to the east-

ward, for that an English jacket was afterwards seen
on one of them ; but the eastern Indians laid it on
the other.

At the same time the English had several com-
panies out at Ameriscoggin, Kockamagug, Norridg-
wock, &c. ; where Col. Harmon and others went,
but made no discovery. Some thought that we
hereby infringed on the articles made between
them and us, unto which it may be replied, that

these places were not within the Penobscot line
;

and although they promised to do what they could

in restraining others from falling on the English,

[*The Indians had come down to Cochecho, with a design to take the family
of Hanson again. When they had come near the house, they observed some
people at work in a neighboring field, by whicli it was necessary for them to pass,
both in going and returning. This obliged them to alter their purpose, and conceal
themselves in a barn, till they were ready to attack them. Two women passed by
the barn while they were in it, and had just reached the garrison as the guns were
tired. They shot Benjamin Evans dead on the spot; wounded William Evans
and cut his throat. John Evans received a slight wound in the breast, which
bleeding plentifully, deceived them, and thinking him dead, they stripped and scalped
him. He bore the painful operation without discovering any signs of life, though all
the time in his perfect senses, and continued in the feigned appearance of deatli, till

they had turned him over, and struck him several blows with their guns, and left him
for dead. After they were gone off, he rose and walked, naked and bloody, towards
the garrison; but on meeting his friends by the way, dropped, fainting on the ground,
and being covered with a blanket, was conveyed to the house. He recovered and lived
fifty years. A pursuit was made after the enemy, but they got off undiscovered, carry-
ing with them Benjamin Evans, Jr., a lad of 13, to Canada, whence he was afterwards
redeemed.—2 Belknap, 80.]
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yet as several scouts from other places were then

out, they could not absolutely engage for them

;

wherefore it was now requisite for us to secure our

frontiers*

About the 28th September, 1725, Capt. Dwight
of fort Dummer, sent out a scout of six men, west,

who being upon their return sat down to refresh

themselves; and hearing a noise like running, look-

ed up, and saw fourteen Indians just upon them.

Our men fired at the enemy, but were soon over-

powered by the Indians, who killed two, took three,

and one escaped.

The forty days before mentioned, for coming in

of the Penobscot Indians, with those of the other

tribes, being nearly twice expired, gave great unea-

siness for fear of some mischief that was designed.

But in the beginning of November, the several

Captains hereafter mentioned came in, viz., Sauguaa-

ram, alias Sorun, Arexus, Francois Xavier, Meganum-
ba, where the following submission and agreement
was concluded on.

The submission and agreement of the delegates of the

eastern Indians.

Whereas the several tribes of eastern Indians,

viz., the Penobscot, Norridgwock, St. John's, Cape
Sables, and other tribes inhabiting within his Ma-
jesty's territories of New-England and Nova-Sco-

tia, who have been engaged in the present war,

from whom we Sauguaaram, ahas Sorun, Arexus,

Francois-Xavier and Meganumha, are delegated

and fully empowered to enter into articles of paci-

[* August 25, 1725, deacon Field, deacon Childs, and others, were going up to Green
river farms, and were ambushed by the Indians, but they discoverea the Indians, and
John Wells, discharged his gun at an Indian, who fell ; the Indians fired at them, and
wounded deacon Samuel Field, the ball passing through the right hypocondria, cut-
ting oflf three plaits of the mysenteria, which hung out of the wound, in length almost
two inches, which was cut off even with the body, the bullet passing between the lowest
and the next rib, cutting, at its going forth, the lowest rib: his hand being close to the
body when the ball came forth, it entered at the root of the heel of the thumb, cutting
the bone of the fore finger, and, resting between the fore and second finger, was cut
out, and all the wounds were cured in less than live weeks, by Dr. Thomas Hastings.

—

App. to Williams^ Narrative, p. 112.]
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fication with his Majesty's governments of the Mas-

sachusetts Bay, New-Hampshire and Nova-Scotia;

have, contrary to the several treaties they have
solemnly entered into with the said governments,

made an open rupture, and have continued some
years in acts of hostility against the subjects of his

Majesty King George, within the said governments

;

they being now sensible of the miseries and troubles

they have involved themselves in, and being desirous

to be restored to his Majesty's grace and favor, and to

live in peace with all his Majesty's subjects of the

said three governments and the province of New-
York and colonies of Connecticut and Rhode-Island,

and that all former acts of injury be forgotten : have
concluded to make, and we do by these presents in

the name and behalf of the said tribes, make our sub-

mission unto his most excellent Majesty George, by the

grace of God of Great Britain, France and Ireland,

king, defender of the faith, &c., in as full and ample man-
ner as any of our predecessors have heretofore done.

And we do hereby promise and engage with the

Hon. William Dummer, Esq. as he is Lieut. Governor
and commander-in-chief, of his majesty's province of

the Massachusetts Bay, and with the governors or

commanders-in-chief of the said province, for the

time being : that is to say

—

We the said delegates, for and in behalf of the

several tribes aforesaid, do promise and engage

—

That at all times, forever, from and after the date of

these presents, we and they will cease and forbear

all acts of hostility, injuries and discord, towards all

the subjects of the crown of Great Britain, and not

offer the least hurt, violence or molestation to them
or any of them in their persons or estates, but will

henceforward hold and maintain a firm and constant

amity and friendship with all the English, and will

never confederate or combine with any other nation

to their prejudice.

That all the captives taken in this present war
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shall, at or before the time of the further ratification

of this treaty, be restored, without any ransom or

payment to be made for them or any of them.

That his Majesty's subjects the English, shall and
may peaceably and quietly, enter upon, improve and
forever enjoy all and singular their rights of land and
former settlements, properties and possessions, within

the eastern parts of the said province of the Massa-

chusetts Bay ; together with all islands, inlets, shores,

beaches and fishery within the same, without any
molestation or claims by us or any other Indians, and
be in no ways molested, interrupted, or disturbed

therein.

Saving unto the Penobscot, Norridgwock, and other

tribes within his Majesty's province aforesaid, and
their natural descendants respectively, all their lands,

liberties and properties not by them conveyed or sold

to or possessed by any of the English subjects as

aforesaid ; as also the privilege of fishing, hunting
and fowling, as formerly.

That all trade and commerce which may hereafter

be allowed betwixt the English and the Indians, shall

be under such management and regulation, as the

government of the Massachusetts province shall direct.

If any controversy or difference at any time here-

after happen to arise between any of the English and
Indians, for any real or supposed wrong or injury

done on either side, no private revenge shall be taken
for the same, but proper application shall be made to

his Majesty's government, upon the place for remedy
or redress thereof, in a due course of justice. We
submitting ourselves to be ruled and governed by his

Majesty's laws, and desiring to have the benefit of the

same.

We also, the said delegates, in behalf of the tribes

of Indians inhabiting within the French territories,

(who have assisted us in this war) for whom we are

fully empowered to act in this present treaty, do
hereby promise and engage, that they and every of
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them shall herfceforth cease and forbear all acts of

hostility, force and violence, towards all and every,

the subjects of his Majesty the King of Great

Britain.

We do further in the behalf of the Penobscot In-

dians promise and engage, that if any of the other

tribes intended to be included in this treaty, shall

notwithstanding, refuse to confirm and ratify this

present treaty entered into on their behalf, and con-

tinue or renew acts of hostility against the English,

in such case, the said Penobscot tribe, shall join their

young men with the English in reducing them to

reason.

In the next place, we the afore-named delegates

do promise and engage with the Honorable John
Wentworth, Esq., as he is Lieut. Governor and com-

mander in chief of his Majesty's province of New-
Hampshire, and with the governors and commanders
in chief of the said province for the time being, that

we and the tribes we are deputed from, will hence-

forth cease and forbear all acts of hostility, injuries

and discords, towards all the subjects of his Majesty

King George, within the said province ; and we do

understand and take it, that the said government of

New-Hampshire, is also included and comprehended
in all and every of the articles aforegoing, excepting

that article respecting the regulating the trade with

us.

And farther, w^e the aforenamed delegates do

promise and engage with the Hon. Lawrence Arm-
strong, Esq., Lieut, governor and commander in chief

of his Majesty's province of Nova-Scotia or Accadia,

to live in peace with his Majesty's good subjects and

their dependents in that government, according to

the articles agreed on with Major Paul Mascarene,

commissioned for that purpose ; and further to be

ratified as mentioned in the said articles.

That this present treaty shall be accepted, ratified

and confirmed, in a public and solemn manner, by
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the chiefs of the several eastern tribes of Indians

included therein at Falmouth in Casco Bay, some
time in the month of May next. In testimony
whereof, we have signed these presents, and affixed

our seals.

Dated at the Council Chamber in Boston in New-
England, this fifteenth day of December, Anno Domini,
one thousand seven hundred and twenty-five. Anno
Kegni Kegis Georgii Magna3 Britanniae,&c., Duodecimo.

Sauguaaram OC""""^© '"^^^^ Loron

Arexus

Francois T. ^Cl Xavier

Meganumha

A true copy taken from the original, executed by
the Indian delegates before the General assembly,

December 15, 1725.

Attest, J. Willardj Seer.

Thus we have seen the events of twenty-three

years, in most of which we have heard nothing but
the " sound of the trumpet, and the alarm of war."

And in the time of the intervening peace, we met
with many interruptions and acts of hostility, which
prevented the growth of our eastern settlements.

It is surprizing to think that so small a number
of Indians should be able to distress a country so large

^
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and populous, to the degree we have related. The
charge of the war in the last three years, was no less

than one hundred and seventy thousand pounds ; be-

sides the constant charge of watching, warding, scout-

ing, making and repairing of garrisons, &c., which may
modestly be computed at upwards of seventy thousand
pounds more. Yet after all, the enemy have but lit-

tle cause of triumph ; for that one third of them (at

least) have been destroyed, and one of their tribes so

shattered (at Norridgwock) that they are never more
likely to make any formidable head.

Now, as peace seems once more to be concluded

by the treaty before mentioned, the greatest difficul-

ty will be to support and maintain it. If trading

houses, which are now resolved on, (by the wisdom
of the government) be well regulated, it may (under

God) be a means of our tranquillity : especially if the

government can also prevail with them to receive the

ministry for their instruction in the principles of the

true religion.

But although it was agreed on with the several

delegates that the treaty should be ratified and con-

firmed in a public and solemn manner by the chiefs

of the several tribes of the eastern Indians at Fal-

mouth in Casco Bay, some time in the month of May

;

yet when that time came they were not ready for it,

but seemed for some time uncertain and dilatory.

Nevertheless the government from time to time re-

ceived advices of their continued desires of peace
;

and resolving that the failure should not be on our
part, his honor, the Lieutenant Governor, with a quo-

rum of his Majesty's council, arid a number of gentle-

men from the house of representatives, attended with
a good guard, and a fine train of young gentlemen,
set out from Boston, on July 14, and arrived at Fal-

mouth the 16th.

On the 21st, his Honor received a letter from
Wenemovet, Sagamore and chief Sachem of the

Penobscot tribe, dated at St. George's July lOth,
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praying him to meet the Indians at Pemaquid ; which

his honour absolutely refused, requiring him to come
to Casco, and promising him safe conduct.

On the 29th, Wenemovet arrived, with a number
of his principal men and others, about forty, and on

the thirtieth the conference for the ratification of

the late Treaty was entered on ; and on the sixth of

August it was concluded.

The Penobscot tribe only appeared, but in behalf

of all the other tribes. The Canada tribes had been
sent to by them, and had sent a letter (as they said)

wdth two wampum belts ; the one for their brethren

of Penobscot, in token I suppose of their being con-

cluded by them in the present treaty, the other to be

presented to our Governor upon the ratification of the

treaty ; which was accordingly presented.

The Lieut. Governor demanded of them, why the

Norridgwocks were not there? Wenemovet answer-

ed, that they had full power to act for them and for

the Wowenocks and the Arreguntenocks, and the St.

Francois.

The governments had many and large conferences

with the Indians; worthy to be communicated to

the publick, and which would be an entertainment to

the curious. In these conferences the discretion and
prudence of the salvages was observable as well as

the wisdom, justice equity and tenderness of the gov-

ernors on our part.

One of the first things that the Indians desired of

our governors was, that they would give order that

the vessels in the harbor as well as the taverns ashore
might be restrained from selling any liquors to their

young men. The governor told them, that he very
much approved of that, and would give order accord-

ingly.

On Saturday July 80th, when the conference for

the day was over, the Lieut. Governor told them,
" to-morrow is the Lord's-Day, on which we do no
business." Loron, their speaker, answered readily,
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"to-morrow is 'our Sabbath Day; we also keep the

Day."
It may be a pleasure to the reader to have the

words of the ratification of the treaty, both on our
part and also on the part of the Indians.

On the Indians' part, it ran in the following words.

We the underwritten Wenemovet, chief Sachem
and Sagamore of the Penobscot tribe, and other the

chiefs with the rest of the said tribe now convented,

having had the within articles of Peace distinctly and
deliberately read over and interpreted to us : do by
these presents in a publick and solemn manner, as

well for ourselves as for all the within mentioned tribes,

from w^hom we are delegated and fully empowered
ratify, affirm and confirm all and singular the within

articles of Peace, to His most Sacred Majesty King
George ; and that the same and each of them be,

and shall continue and remain in full force, efficacy

and power, to all intents and purposes whatsoever.

Done and concluded at Falmouth in Casco Bay
before his Honour William Dummer, Esq. Lieut, gov-

ernor and commander in chief of his Majesty's prov-

ince of the Massachusetts Bay in New-England, and
his Majesty's council of said province, the Hon. John
Wentworth Esq. Lieut, governor of his Majesty's

province of New-Hampshire, and several of his

Majesty's council of said province, and Major Paul

Mascarene, delegated from his Majesty's province of

Nova Scotia, or L'Accadia ; and the several gentle-

men that subscribe hereto.

Witness our hands and seals, the fifth day of Au-
gust, in the thirteenth year of the reign of our

sovereign lord George, by the grace of God of Great

Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the

faith, &c. annoq. dom. 1726.

On our part, the ratification of the treaty ran thus.

By the Honourable William Dummer, Esq. Lieut,

governor and commander in chief of his Majesty's

province of the Massachusetts-Bay in New-England.
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Whereas Wenemovet, the chief sachem of Penob-

scot, with others his chiefs and the rest of said tribe,

convented at Casco bay the 5th day of August, 1726,

having solemnly and publickly ratified the treaty of

submission, made at Boston the 15th day of Decem-
ber last, and delivered the same to me, which I have
according accepted.

I do hereby ratify and confirm all the articles in

the within mentioned instrument.

Given under my hand and seal at arms, at Fal-

mouth, in Casco bay, the sixth day of August, in the

thirteenth year of the reign of our sovereign lord

King George, by the grace of God of Great Britain,

&c., annoq. dom. 1726.

WILLIAM DUMMER.
By the command of his honour

the Lieut, governor,

John Waimoright,

Clerk of the Council.

After the ratification was over, the Lieut, gover-

nor among other things, desired them to say, what
measures they propos'd to take, whereby the inhabit-

ants on our frontiers may be made easy and safe,

notwithstanding the Norridgwocks, &c. who did not
personally appear to ratify the articles of the present

treaty ?

They answered, that they would have the inhabit-

ants of the frontiers to be very careful, and that as

soon as they return'd home it should be their first

care to send to all the tribes, and let them know that

there is a peace made.
The Lieut, governor ask'd them, will you lay your

commands and injunctions on the other tribes for

that purpose, as far as you are able? Loron an-

swered, we will do our utmost to oblige 'em to live

peaceably towards us.

The Lieut, governor replied, do you say you will

resent it, if any hostile acts or injuries should be com-
mitted against our people ?
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Loron. We will resent such actions, and join our

young men with yours in such a case, and oblige

them to be quiet and sit down. We mean in case

any of the tribes should rise against us, or resist us,

we will take effectual means to set them down by
force. As to the first treaty we reckoned ourselves

obliged to this, but we account we are under much
more and stronger obligations to it now ; since the

engagements our whole tribe have taken upon them,

in ratifying the articles of the treaty. We shall take

effectual care therefore that any such persons be

obliged to sit down.

We have given our words, and repeated our prom-

ises and engagements ; and our words are written

down, and they will appear afterwards against us.

When the whole conference was transcribed, it was
on August 11, (may the day be memorable and hap-

py to us and ours after us) distinctly read over and
interpreted to Wenemovet and the Indians with him

;

and the Lieut, governor asked them if they under-

stood it, and whether it was rightly taken down ?

They answered, that the conference was rightly taken

down, and not a word missing in it.

His honour then for their more full satisfaction

subscribed his name to it, and then delivered it to

Wenemovet, chief sachem, who with his principal

men subscribed to it, and delivered it back to his

honour.

And thus we hope by the will of God, that a hap-

py foundation is laid for a lasting peace. And we
cannot conclude without a thankful acknowledgment
of the great favour and mercy of God to us, in the

wise conduct given unto his honour the Lieut, gov-

ernor, both in the management of the war, and also

of the treaty of peace. May the comforts and re-

wards of a faithful administration remain to him for

ever ; and the happy fruits of peace unto these prov-

inces. Finis.
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The following note prepared for page 48, was omitted in its proper place. As it

corrects several mistakes in the text, it is here inserted. The garrison where

the "twenty troopers" were posted, was Wells'; see first Note, page 49.

[They had been ranging the woods in the vicinity, and came towards night to thia

garrison ; apprehending no danger, turned their horses loose upon the interval, piled
tlieir arras and harness in the house, and began a carousal, to exhilarate their

spirits after the fatigues of the day. A party of Indians had lately arrived in the
vicinity, and on that day had designed to attack both Wells' and Galu^ha's garri-

sons. One of their number had been stationed to watch each of these houses, to

see that no assistance approached, and no alarm was given. A short time previous
to the approach of the cavalry, the Indian stationed at Well's had retired to his

party, and reported that all was safe. At sunset, a Mr. Cumings and his wife went
out to milk their cows, and left the gate open. The Indians, who had advanced
undiscovered, started up, shot Mrs. Cumings dead upon the spot, and wounded her
husband. They then rushed through the open gate into the house, with all the horrid
yells of conquering savages, but stared with amazement on finding the room filled

with soldiers merrily leasting. Both parties were completely amazed, and neither
acted with much propriety. The soldiers, so suddenly interrupted in their jovial
entertainment, found themselves called to fight, when entirely destitute of arms,
and incapable of obtaining them. The greater part were panic-struck, and unable
to fight or fly. Fortunateljr, all were not in this sad condition: some six or seven
courageous souls, with chairs, clubs, and whatever they could seize upon, furiously
attacked the advancing foe. The Indians who were as much surprised as the sol-

diers, had but little more courage than they, and immediately' took to their heels
for safety; thus yielding the house, defeated by one quarter their number of unarmed
men. The trumpeter, who was in the upper part of the house at the commencement of
the attack, seized his trumpet and began sounding an alarm, wlien he was shot dead
by an Indian on the stair-way. He was the only one of the party killed.

The savages, disappointed in this part of their plan, immediately proceeded to
Galusha's, two miles distant; took possession of, and burnt it. One woman only
escaped. Had the companj^ at Wells', armed and immediatelv pursued, they might
probably have prevented this disaster; but they spent so much time in arming and
getting their horses that the enemy had an opportunity to perpetrate the mischief and
escape uninjured.
The woman above mentioned, when the Indians attacked the house, sought refuge

in the cellar, and concealed herself under a dry cask. After hastily plundering the
house, and murdering, as they supposed, all who were in it, the Indians set it on fire

and immediately retired. The woman in this critical situation, attempted to escape
by the window, but found it too small : she however succeeded in loosening the stones
till she had opened a hole sulficient to admit of her passage, and with the house in
flames over her head, she forced herself out, and crawled into the bushes, not daring
to rise for fear she should be discovered. In the bushes she lay concealed until the next
day, when she reached one of the neighboring garrisons.
Gumings, at Wells' garrison, had his arm broken, but was so fortunate as to reach

the woodw while the Indians were engaged in the house. That night he lay in a swamp
in the northerly part of what at present constitutes the town of Tyngsborough, about
one quarter of a mile west of the great road as it now runs, and a few rods south of the
state lino. The next day he arrived at the garrison near the residence of the late Col.
Tyng.—Farvier !f Moore^s Collections, vol. 11. pp. 303, 304.]

Copy of a Letter from the Hon. Samuel Penhallow,

to Dr. Cotton Mather.

Portsmouth, Feb. 27, 1698-9.

Monsieur Vincelotte, of Queheck, arrived here the

25th of the last monthj and since embarked for France
by way of Bilhoa, as agent to represent the affairs of

Canada.
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He says, that about nine or ten years since, the

earl of Frontenac, Governor of that place, who died

last November, did personally attempt to subdue
the Maquds, Sc. having no less than fifteen hundred
soldiers in his army.

After a few days march they (being much wearied,

and very thirsty) came unto a certain small well of

which they drank very plentifully. But in a few
hours after sundry complained of much illness, and
according to their va7'ious constitutions fell sick (as it

seem'd) of different distempers ; which occasioned so

great disorder and confusion in the army, that no less

than four well men, for a while, were engaged in

taking care of every one that was sick. About three

days after, the Maqua scout narrowly observing the

motions of the French, rallied together as many as

possible, to give a check unto their undertaking

;

which they soon accomplished with very considerable

advantage. But the French appearing so numerous
forced them to retreat, and in pursuit of them took

and ransackt a small town.

The sickness by this time increased unto so great

an height, as to occasion a council of war, which or-

dered their speedy return; and in a short time, no
less than eight hundred persons died out of the army.

Now about three years ago a certain soldier, who
belonged at that time to the army, went into France.

In a short time after his arrival, he robbed one of the

churches of a considerable value of plate ; but being

soon discovered he was sentenced to be burnt : He
then sent unto sundry father confessors, unto whom
he acknowledged his many si7ts ; particularly the fact

for which he was condemned. But he therewithal

said, that he had something else of more considerable

moment to impart, which did much afflict his con-

science ; namely, an action of his about seven years

before committed, when listed under the conduct of

the earl of Frontenac, in an enterprize against the

Sennakers and Maqua's ; (for said he) I was the only
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person at that time instrumental to the death of near

eight hundred souls. Having received some affront

from some of the officers, I was prompted to seek some

speedy revenge, which my own corrupt nature, with the

instigation of satan, did instantly accomplish, for he-

ing plentifully stored with some rank poison upon
another account, I threw it all into a well, of which the

thirsty army drank freely, and in the event it proved
so fatal unto them.

For the further confirmation of this report, Mon-
sieur Vincelotte at the same time told me, that he
was himself wounded in the engagement, and should

continue lame to his dying day.

Reverend Sir, your most humhle servant,

S. Penhallow.

Copy of a letter from Nathaniel Weare, Esq., to

Major Bohert Pike, one of the assistants of Mas-
sachusetts Colony.

[Major Pike belonged to Salisbury, Mass. He was chosen an assistant in 1683.

Nathaniel Weare belonged to Hampton. He was appointed agent for the Province

of New-Hampshire in the time of Cranfield, and sailed for England in 1683. He
was ancestor of President Meshech Weare.]

Major Pike,

Honoured Sir

:

The many revolutions and chainges that has hap-

pened abroad is very wonderfull and almost amaz-

inge : Besides, what has hapned amonge and upon
ourselves is very awfull, and thinges loke very darke,

the consideration thereof is so oppressive, that [I]

cannot but seke for some ease, and I know no better

way (as to man) then to communicat some things to

your honour, from whose prudent direction, I may re-

ceive mutch sasiffaction, and shall therefore crave the

boldness to ofer a few lynes to your consideration not

to medell with thynges further off. I shall, as brief as

I may, ofer you what has happned in this prouince of

I
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New-Hampshire^ and more pertiquerly in the towne
of Hampton. Sir, it is no new thynge to tell you
how that him that was both gouernor in your collony

and also in our prouince was seazed and the occashon
thereof, whereupon, wee had only the Justices and In-

feriouer oficers left, the superior commanders being

lay'd aside, that great questions arose whether Jus-

teces retayned theire power, or any Captain, or oth-

er oficer, derivinge his authorety from him so seaze-

sed. My opinion I shall altogether wave in that

mater: But so it was that it was for the most part

concluded of, that we had no gouerners nor author-

ity in this prouince, so as to answer the ends of

gouerment, and to command and doe in the de-

fence of theire majestys subjects against the com-

on enemy, therefore many asayes was maid in this

provance to make some gouerment till theire ma-
jestys should take further order, but all proued in-

efFectuall. At first there was in the seuerall Towns
in the Prouince persons chosen to manage the af-

fairs of Gouernment in this juncture of time, but

that was for some reasons laid aside, afterward there

was in the town of Hampton 3 persons chosen in the

towne of Hampton to meet with the Comiss : [Com-
missioners] of the other towns, if they see cause to

apoint any to debate and conclude of what was neces-

sary at this time to be done in relation to some order-

ly way of Gouernment, and to make their returne to

the seuerall Towns for approbation or otherwise. But
the inhabitants of Portsmouth met and made choice

of some persons* to meet with the Commissioners of

the other Towns to Debate and consider of what
was to be done in order to the settlement of some
Gouernment, till their Majestys should give order

in the matter. What they did, they ingaged them-

selves certainly to comply with. The inhabitants

[*The persons chosen for Portsmouth, were Major William Vaughan, Richard
Waldron, Nathaniel Fryer, Robert Eliot, Thomas Cobbett and Capt. John Picker-
ing-]
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of the town of Hampton, began to be very jealous

of their friends and neighbors, that they would
bring them under seuerall inconveniences in comand-

ing from them their men, and mony as they pleased,

and so were very hard to be brought to any thing

;

but after seuerall meetings and debates, did chose 6

persons as Comissioners, with power according to the

other towns, (viz.) Portsmouth, Dover and Exeter,

and after debats, jointly and fully, euery man then

present agreed to such a method as was then drawne
up. Then the seuerall towns w^as to nominate and
chose meet persons for the end aforesaid ; but where-

as the Inhabitance of the towne of Hampton meet
on warning for that end, the major part by far of

the said towne semed to bee ferful and suspicious

of theyer neighbour townes [that] they did not in-

tend to doe as was pretended, but to bring them
under to theyer disadvantage, which I thought was
very ill so to think, yet they would give som instance

of som former acts don, which notwithstanding, I

seposed they were too uncharitable.

And so they made a voat they would not chose

any person according to the direction of the Com-
mittee meet, and so all proued inefectuall. After

some time, the apprehention of the necessity of

some orderly way of gouernment and thereby to be
in the better method to defend themselves against

the comon enemy, semed to inforse them to anoth-

er asay for the obtayning thereof, and so the inhab-

itance of Portsmouth, drew up and signed, so many
as did, a pettition, as I am informed, (for I never

saw it,) to the honorable the gouernor and councill

of the Matathusetts Collony to take this prouince

into theire care and protection, and gouernment as

formerly ; and so the other townes, Dover and Exeter,

complyed with it, how generally I know not, and so

brought to Hampton on Wensday, the 26th of Febru-

ary last part, when the soldiers were there warned
to appeare for consernes specified in said order,
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but no intemation given for the end of signinge

to the petition, so that seuerall children and ser-

vants made up the number of names, when theyer

parrants and masters, its said, did know nothinge

of the matters, and I doubt too true. It was quickly

after by William Yaughan, Esq. and Capt. John
Pickeringe brought into the prouince, declareing to

bee excepted [accepted] by the said gouernor and
councell, with orders given forth to meet on such a

day for chusinge of selectmen and constables and

other towne oficers, according to former usage and

custome as appears by order given to Justice Greene
bearinge date the 4th of March, 1689-90. Cop-

pes I sepose your selfe have. What was done on
that day, I need not tell. Yourselfe knows very

well. But this I shall insert—that chusinge of ma-
jor, treasurer, and recorder was not accordinge to

former usage and custom. It was prest by some
to have it voated whether they would in this towne
of Hampton acquies and comply w^ith the pettition

and the returne, or words to that effect, which your-

selfe was pleased to say all would bee knoct on the

head at one blow. Now how comfortable it will

bee for about 60 persons to prescribe the method
and way of gouernment for about 200, I shall leave

to your honour to consider. For my owne part, its

well knowne, I am for gouernment, and so are sev-

erall others whose names are not to the pettition

and hath a great esteme of, and good will to, the

Matathusetts gouernment and to those worthy per-

sons that doth administer the same. And with

very littell alteration, I doubt not but many more
would have, if they might have their hands to the

pettition ; but to have hands in the several towns
to the same pettition to be under the gouernment
of the Mattathusetts collony as formerly, when we
are so differently sarcomstanced as som of us know
wee have been, is hard ; to draw such a pettition,

and when such- a pettition is draune, subscribed as
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it is and excepted [accepted] of, for the subscribers

to act contrary to the same is very strange. Former-

ly, not to medell with the custom and usage of the

gentlemen of Pascataway, wee, at Hampton, had the

choice of our magistrats and publike oficers, as your-

selfe knows; And how the assistance or magistrats

at Portsmouth can grant any warrants or exercise

the administration of gouernment over Hampton
that never chose them, I know not ; so that upon the

whole the gouernment of the Matathusetts cannot, I

suppose, exercise nor apoint any gouernors over us

till they have authority so to doe from the crowne of

England, or wee, or the major part in the seuerall

towns doe pray for it,, which at present is not in

Hampton as it plainly appears : So that to bee sub-

jected to a gouernment in the prouince and principal-

ly at Portsmouth, which have bin so much spoken
against by so meny in Hampton will be very teadious

to them: And the chusinge of milletery oficers as

hath bin, to give all due respects to thare persons, I

shall not say of excedentell quallefications so well

knowne to yourselfe, but only say that ffranzey

leaders may happen to have mad followers ; so that

to have a gouernment so imposed, what will I feare

follow but destractions, hartburnings, disobediance to

the seposed comanders, publike diclerations, remon-
strenses set forth that may reach as far as Eng-
land, and so make way for a person to be deputed
by the crowne of England, that may, under the col-

lor of Commission, exercise his owne will, not to

speak of declerations of userpations still continued

in the collony. Some have thought forthwith pub-

lekly to declare themselves to the gouevernors in

said collony that all may be heald as quietly and as

silently as it may bee, and I doubt not, your wis-

dome will be exercised in this matter, and that wee
may have peace and vnety with you, and that at

lentth we may have a happy peaseable settlement

:

And that the God of peace w^ould by all means geve
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us peace and ttuth, is the desier and prayer of your
very humble servant.

NATH^^ WEAKE.
Hampton, this 15th of March, 1689-90.

Address to Queene Anne, Sent by Mr, Vaughan,

1707.

TO THE QUEEN*S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTIE,

Wee, your Majestie's most Loyal and Dutifull

Subjects, y® Kepresentatives of your Majestie's prov-

ince of New-Hampshire, and in General Assembly
convened, most humbly begg leave to prostrate our-

selves at the feet of your sacred Majestic, and now
at this time more especially to represent to your
Majestie, that our ancestors and predecessors were
eighty years past coming over from England, and
issueing out from the neighbouring Colonies, and by
and with their concurrence and encouragement,

peaceably and in a publick manner entered and satt

downe upon the now inhabited lands of this prov-

ince, and which were not onely then vacuum domi-

cilium, but a miserable desart, and surrounded wdth

the Barbarous Salvages, from whose Sachims our

ancestors all along informed and assured us the

said lands were honestly and justly purchased for

their vse.

That wee and our ancestors through the great

mercy of Almighty God, by the expence of our

treasure and the swett of our brows, have now turned

this wilderness into a fruitfull field.

That we and our predecessors have, with the

expense of our lives and estates, defended this your

Majestie's province in two long and distressing warrs,

against the Barbarous Salvages, assisted by the

Ffrench King's subjects, and which we are yett en-

gaged in, and must have sufiered very much were
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wee not encouraged and protected by the great and
constant care and vigilance of his Excellency our

Governor, and the assistance of his other Govern-

ment, both as to men and mony.
That by the deligence, industry and expence of

your Majestie's Loyal Subjects of this your Majestie's

province, we have soe improved this your Majestie's

Countrey, that the Trade thereof is become very Con-

siderable, and of Great Importance and advantage to

your Majestic and your people of Great Brittanne.

That all this has been done without the least Aid
or Assistance Imaginable of Mr. Mason, or those that

succeed him in their pretended Claime to this Coun-

trey.

That the possessions and Estates of this province

have been bought and sold, and have descended from
family to family for Now neare seaventy years to-

gether, and Except it be a very few of the Inhabit-

ants is all they have in the world. Notwithstand-

ing all which, by the Governour's interposition, who
endeavoured to Reconcile the difference between Mr.

Allen and the people (and not from any difference of

our own Right) wee made Overtures to an Agree-
ment ; but Mr. Allen's death prevented any further

proceedings therein.

That if your Majestie's most loyal Subjects of

this your Majestie's province, may, by your Majes-

tie's Royal favour, be Confirmed & Encouraged in

the possession and Enjoyment of what they haue ac-

quired so Just a Right to, and may yett be protected

and defended from the vnreasonable and vnjust

Claim & demand of Mr. Allen which they Confidently

promise themselves from the late instance of your
Majestie's great Justice done them in the same case

when Mr. Allen Appealed from a Judgment of your
Superior Court here to your Majestic in Council,

where Judgment was affirmed in favour of the In-

habitants, & hereby your Sacred Majestic will not
only haue the Gratefull acknowledgments of your



142 King's Commission.

Majestie's most* Loyal and Dutifull Subjects in this

your Majestie's province ; but your Majestic and your
people in all places will reap the benefitt and ad-

vantage thereof in the Increase of the Trade of

this Countrey by a greater supply of your Majestie's

Nav3^
Whereupon wee your Majestie's most loyal and

dutifull Subjects, the Representatives of this your
Majestie's province, with all humble prostration,

doe, in the Name and behalfe of all your Majes-

tie's people, the Inhabitants of this your Majestie's

province, most humbly supplicate your Sacred Majes-

tic to take the Circumstance of our Case and Condi-

tion into your Royal Consideration, on whose Wis-

dome, Justice and favour wee shall alwayes rely and
intirely submitt ourselves to, who are your Majestie's

most, &c.

Lieut Gov. Wentworth's Commission.

GEORGE R.

GEORGE, by the Grace of God, King of Great

Britain, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith,

&c. To Our Trusty and Welbeloved John Went-
worth, Esq. Greeting. Whereas by our Commission
under Our Great Seal of Great Britain, bearing date

Fifteenth day of June, 1716, We have constituted

and appointed Samuel Shute, Esqr. Our Captain

General and Governor in Chief in and over Our
Province of New Hampshire in New England, in

America; and We reposing especial Trust and
Confidence in your Loyalty, Courage and Circum-

spection, do, by these presents, constitute and appoint

you, the said John Wentworth, to be Our Lieutenant

Governor of Our Said Province of New Hampshire
in New England, to have, hold, exercise and enjoy

the said Place and Office for and during Our Pleasure,

with all rights, Privileges, Profits^ Perquisites and Ad-
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vantages to the same belonging or appertaining. And
further, in case of the Death, or absence of the said

Samuel Shute, We do hereby authorise and empower
you to execute and perform all and Singular the Pow-
ers and Directions contained in Our said Commis-
sion to the said Samuel Shute. And such Instruc-

tions as are already or hereafter shall from time to

time be sent unto him, so nevertheless that you
Observe and follow such Orders and Directions as

you shall receive from Us, and from the said Samuel
Shute, or any Chief Governor of Our said Province

of New Hampshire, for the time being. And all and
singular Our Officers and ministers and Loving Sub-

jects of Our said Province, and others whom it may
concern, are hereby commanded to take due Notice

hereof, and to give their ready obedience accordingly.

Given at Our Court at Hampton Court, the 12th day
of September, 1717, in the Fourth Year of Our
Eeign.

By His Majesty's Command,
J. ADDISON.

John Wentworth, Esq.
Lieutenant Governor of New Hampshire in America.

[This copy is made from the original in the Secretary's

Office, having the autograph of the author of the Spectator,

Guardian, &c. whose name, says Dr. Belknap, is " particularly

dear to the friends of liberty and literature."]

PAPERS RELATING TO FORT DUMMER.

Order of the King in Council.

At the Court at Kensington, the 6th day of Sept.

1 744—Present, the King's most excellent Majesty

in Council,

Whereas William Shirley, Esq., his Majesty's Gov-

ernor of the province of the Massachusetts-bay, hath,

by his letters to the lord President of the council, and
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to the Duke • of New-Castle, one of his majesty's

principal secretaries of State, which have been laid

before his majesty at this board, complained of his

majesty's province of New-Hampshire, for neglecting

to take possession of, and to provide for a Fort, called

Fort Dummer, which was built by the Massachusetts

government about twenty years since, upon the

western frontiers of that province, and been hitherto

garrisoned by them, but is lately fallen within the

limits of the said province of New-Hampshire, by the

settlement of the boundary line between the two
provinces, and which Fort is represented by the said

governor to be at this time of very great consequence

to all his majesty's subjects in those parts, in regard

it is situated within three or four days march at

furthest from a very strong Fort, built within these

few years by the French at Crown Point, which
will be a place of constant retreat and resort for

the French and Indians in all their expeditions

against the English settlements—And, therefore, re-

questing that his majesty will be graciously pleased

to give such directions in relation thereto, as may
prevent the said Fort from falling into the hands
of the enemy. The Massachusetts government, not

thinking themselves obliged to provide for a Fort

which no longer belongs to them, his majesty in

council, this day took the same into consideration,

together with a report made thereupon, by the lords

of the committee of council, and hath been thereupon

pleased to order, that the said Fort and garrison

thereof should be supported and maintained ; and
that the governor or commander in chief of New-
Hampshire, should forthwith move the assembly, in

his majesty's name, to make a proper provision for

that service ; and at the same time inform them, that

in case they refuse to comply with so reasonable and
necessary a proposal, his majesty will find himself

under a necessity of restoring that Fort, with a proper
district contiguous thereto, to the Massachusetts-bay,
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who cannot, with justice, be required to maintain a

Fort no longer within their boundaries ; and that the

said governor should transmit to his majesty at this

board, with all convenient speed, an account of his

proceedings, together with the final resolution of

the assembly thereupon. But his majesty, con-

sidering the importance of the said Fort, and the

great mischiefs that may happen to his subjects in

those parts, in case the same should in the mean
time fall into the hands of the enemy, doth therefore

think it proper hereby to order and require the

governor of the Massachusetts bay to represent to

the assembly of that province the necessity of con-

tinuing to provide for the security of Fort Dummer,
until a final answer can be obtained from New-Hamp-
shire, and his majesty's pleasure be further signified

herein.

Vote of the House of Representatives of Massachusetts,

relating to Fort Dummer.

Province of the 1 In the House of Representa-

Massachusetts bay.
J

tives^ Jan, 9, 1744-5.

The governor's message of the 8th inst. accompany-

ing the order of his majesty in council, respecting

the state of Fort Dummer, having been read to the

House, it is thereupon unanimously voted. That in

consideration of the great danger there is that the

said Fort may fall into the enemy's hands, and the

inhabitants from Contoocook to Connecticut river be

all drove from their settlements, notwithstanding the

forces that are maintained by this province in scout-

ing within those limits, the captain general be desired

to cause the same number of officers and men, as

were in the last establishment at said Fort, to be
enlisted, and there posted ; and that the same allow-

ance as before be made for their wages and subsist-
10
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ence, for a term not exceeding three months, to com-

mence the 20th of this month—Provided, that this

vote or grant shall not be deemed or urged as a

precedent for this government's taking into their pay
at any time hereafter this Fort or any other Fort,

which may serve as a protection to any inhabitants

or estates, the jurisdiction whereof is claimed by any
other government.

Sent up for concurrence,

T. GUSHING, Speaker.

In Council, Jan. 9th, 1744-5. Eead and unani-

mously concurred,

J. WILLARD, Sec'ry.

Consented to, W. SHIRLEY.

Copy of a letter from Gov. Shirley to Gov. Wentworth,

relating to Fort Dummer.

Boston, Feb. 25, 1744-5.

Sm—I was loath to divert your Excellency with

any new business from the great and important

affair of the expedition, which together with the

close application of my own mind to that affair, are

the reasons that I have not informed you that I

have received an order of his majesty relating to

the garrison at Fort Dummer, a copy of which I

now send you, by which you will find that his

majesty expects that the province of New-Hamp-
shire, within the bounds of which that Fort lies,

should support it ; and that he will upon no terms

consent to the evacuating of it ; and therefore has

ordered me to move our general court to be at the

charge of maintaining the said Fort for some short

time, till your government shall come to a resolu-

tion upon this point: Accordingly, upon my re-

commendation, the general court here have pro-
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vided for the pay and subsistence of the garrison

there for three months from the twentieth of Jan-

uary last, as you will find by a copy of their vote,

which I now send you, beyond which time I have
no expectation that they will burden the people

with the charge of supporting a Fort within the dis-

trict of another government. The affair being in this

situation, I must pray your Excellency to come to a
speedy resolution herein, that so his majesty's expec-

tations may not be frustrated. I am now ready to

deliver up this Fort into your hands, upon your hav-

ing a garrison ready to take possession of it, as I of-

fered you the last spring. You will please to give

me your answer as soon as possible, that so his majes-

ty's service may not be prejudiced by any delay, and
that I may make return to his majesty upon this

order.

I am. Sir, your Excellency's most
obedient humble servant,

W. SHIRLEY.

Indian Deeds to Wheelwright and others, 1638.

[The following deeds were communicated by Alden Bradford, Esq. late Secretary of

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, to the Editor of the Portsmouth Journal, and

published in that paper, November 22, 1823. They have the appearance of being an-

cient, but whether copies, or originals, or whether genuine or not, we are unable to

determine.]

Know all men by these presents that I Weha-
nownowit Sagamore of piskatoquacke for good
considerations me therevnto mouing and for cer-

ten commoditys which I have received have graunt-

ed and sould unto John Whelewright of piscato-

quake, Samuel Hutchinson and Augustus Stor of

Boston Edward Calcord and Darby Field of pis-

catoquake and John Compton of Roxbury, and Ni-

cholas Needome of Mount Walliston, all the right

title and interest in all such lands, woods, meadows,
rivers, brookes, springs, as of right belongs unto
me from Merimack river to the patents of pisCato-
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quake bounded with the South East side of piscat-

oquake patents and so to goe into the Country north-

West thirty miles as far as the estate line, to have and

to hold the same to them and their heires for ever,

onely the ground wch is broken up is excepted, and

that it shall be lawfuU for the said Sagamore to hunt

and fish and foul in the said limits. In Witness where-

of I have hereunto set my hand the 3d day of April.

1638
Signed and possession given

These being present

James Cornall

James ^ his mrke

His-W (7-mrke Wehanownowit il/ his mrke.

William Cole

His =®' mrke
Lawrence Cowpland

Know all men by these presents yt. I Wehanow-
nowitt Sagamore of Pusscataquke for a certaine

some of money to mee in hand payd and other

Mercantable comodities which I have reed as like-

wise for other good causes and considerations mee
yr into specially mouing haue graunted barganed

alienated and sould imto John Wheelewright of

Piscataqua and Augustine Storr of Bostone all those

Lands woods Meadowes Marshes rivers brooks

springs with all the appurtenantes emoluments
pfitts comodyts there unto belonging lying and

situate within three miles on the Northerne side of

ye. river Meremake extending thirty miles along

by the river from the sea side and from the sayd river

side to Pisscataqua Patents thirty miles up into

the countrey North West, and soe from the flails of

Piscataqua to Oyster river thirty miles square

eury way, to haue and to hould the same to

them and yr heyres for ever, only the ground wh
is broaken up is excepted and it shall bee lawfull

for ye sayd Sagamore to hunt fish and foule in the

sayd lymits. In witnesse wrof I have here unto
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sett my hand and seale the third day of Aprill 1638

Wehanownowitt

TUMMADOCKYON
the sagamores son

his mrke

his mrke

Signed sealed and delivered, and possession
given In the presence of

Sameb X his mrk
Aspamabough / his mrke

Edward Calcord
Nicholas Needham
William Ffurbur

[Endorsed]

Know all men by these presents that I Watcha-
nowet doe fully consent to the grant within writ-

ten and do yield up all my right in the said pur-

chased lands to the prtys w'in written
In witnesse whereof I have hereunto set my hand

the tenth day of April. 1639.
I doe likewise grant unto them for goode conside-

ration all the meadows and grounds extending for

the space of one English mile on the East side of
oyster river. April. 10. 1639.

These being present

Jo: Underhill

Darby Fifield § his mrke

his mrke

Watchanowet
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Historical Sketch of Concord, in the county of Merri-

mack, M H,—By Jacob B. Moore.

Concord, the seat of the State government, and
shire town af the county of Merrimack, New-
Hampshire, is pleasantly situated on both sides of

Merrimack river, in latitude 43^ 12' N. ; 45 miles

N. 72i^ W. of Portsmouth, 62 miles N. 22^ W. of

Boston, and 500 miles from Washington-City. It was
originally known by the name of Penacook, from
that of the tribe of Indians who once inhabited the

vicinity. It is bounded on the north-west by Can-
terbury and Boscawen, north-east by Loudon and
Chichester, south-east by Pembroke and Bow, and
south-west by Hopkinton: comprising an area of

40,919 acres.

As the principal design of this sketch is to pre-

sent in a summary view the most interesting circum-

stances which can now be collected in relation to the

history of Concord, further notice of its local situa-

tion, topography, &c. will be omitted.

In the settlement of new lands, emigrants have
generally been careful to select such as were fer-

tile, and well situated for their various pursuits.

Hence alluvial valleys and the borders of rivers are

sooner settled than the highlands, which, though often

as productive, are less easy of cultivation. The In-

dians were not less sagacious in this particular than
the whites, for we find near our principal rivers, re-

mains of their fortifications, and other memorials of
their residence there. The intervals situated on
the river Merrimack early attracted notice ; and
several parties, desirous of commencing new settle-

ments, surveyed the lands a great distance from its

mouth.
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About the year 1720, Captain Ebenezer East-

man and several others, from Haverhill, Mass. ex-

plored the lands in this vicinity, and noticing the

richness of the intervals, resolved to procure a

grant and commence a settlement. Accordingly,

at the session of the "General Court of the Prov-

ince of the Massachusetts Bay," assembled at Bos-

ton in May, 1721, a petition was presented for a

tract of land " situated on the river Merrymake, at

the lower end of Penacook," to contain about eight

miles square. The petitioners were unsuccessful

in their application until 1725; the governor dis-

senting from all proceedings of the legislature,

though they twice " allowed the petition," in 1721
and 1722, and in 1724 appointed a committee to

view the lands. In the beginning of the year 1725,

upon the petition of Benjamin Stevens, Ebenezer
Eastman and others, in behalf of the intended set-

tlers, a tract of land of about seven miles square

was appropriated for a township, by the govern-

ment of Massachusetts. The conditions of the

grant were, that the tract should be divided into

one hundred and three equal shares or lots; that

one hundred families should settle thereon within

the space of three years ; that each settler should

build a good dwelling-house, "comfortably to re-

ceive and entertain his family," and break up and
fence in six acres of land for a home lot, within

the term aforesaid ; that the houses should be

1725. Jan. 18. At a meeting of the committee of the general court of Massachu-

setts, for bringing forward the settlement of a place called Penacook, on each side of

Merrimack river, to begin where Contoocook empties itself into the Merrimack—
present William Tailor, Elisha Cook, William Dudley, John Wainwright, Captain John

Shapleigh, John Sanders, Eleazar Tyng, and Mr. Joseph Wilder—each admitted settler

paid the committee 20s.

Feh. 7. " Voted that the settlers shall well and truly fulfil the conditions and orders

of the general court. And for the eflFectual accomplishing the same, it is agreed and

resolved, that such and so many of the intended settlers as shall fail of fallowing,

fencing or clearing one acre of land within twelve months from the first of June next,

shall each of them forfeit and pay the community or settlers, ^5, to be appropriated by

them to their own benefit,"—Pro. Records.
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erected within twenty rods of each other on the

home lots, and in a regular and defensible manner

;

and that a convenient house for the public worship

of God should be completely finished within the

time first mentioned. Each settler was to pay the

province £5 for his right : and as soon as one hun-

dred were admitted settlers, they were empowered to

hold proprietary meetings for the transaction of the

business of the settlement. The remaining three

rights were reserved, one for the first settled minister,

one for a parsonage, and one for " the use of the

school forever." The requisite number of settlers

having been admitted, a meeting was holden at

Haverhill, on the 7th of February, 1725, when the

following, among other regulations, was adopted by
the proprietors

:

" Agreed and resolved, That no alienation on any
"lot shall be made without the consent of the com-
" munity. And if any of the intended settler or
" settlers shall alienate his or their lots or settlements
" to any person or persons, without the consent of the
" community first had and obtained, such sale shall be
" declared void of itself, and the settler that shall so

"pretend to alienate his lot, shall forfeit the same to

"the community."
The object of this regulation undoubtedly was

to exclude Irish settlers, against whom a strong

national prejudice existed, heightened perhaps by
zeal in differing religious opinions. There is

another evidence of this in the last petition, by
Stevens and others : They state, " that many ap-

1726. At a meeting of the "intended settlers," at Andover, Feb. 8, it was agreed

and voted that a block house of 25 feet in breadth and 40 feet in length be built at

Penacook, for the security of the settlers,

JuTie 28. Mr. Agent Dummer, at London, was instructed, as it was appre«

bended by the government of Massachusetts, that New-Hampshire might send home a
complaint against the grant of Penacook lately made, to take care and answer any
complaint; and he was furnished with the necessary papers.—ilfass. Records.

\
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^^ plications haVfe been made to the government of

"New-Hampshire for a grant of the said land, (at
" Penacook) which, though it be the undoubted right

"and property of this province; yet it is highly
" probable that a parcel of Irish people will obtain
" a grant from New-Hampshire for it, unless some
" speedy care be taken by this great and honorable
" court to prevent it."*

In May, 1726, a committee appointed by the

government of Massachusetts, with surveyors, chain-

men, and a number of the admitted settlers at-

tending them, " proceeded to Penacook, and laid out

103 home lots or divisions on the river, in equal

proportion, according to the quantity and quality,

as near as the land would admit thereof, agreeably

to the order and direction of the great and general

court."! This year considerable progress was made

*The jealousy prevalent at this period of the encroachments of settlers upon un-
appropriated lands, is also evinced in the following order of the general court of
Massachusetts, relative to the settlers of Nutfield. [Londonderry] passed Dec. 1,

1720:

"Whereas it appears that several familys lately arrived from Ireland, and others
from this province, have presumed to make a settlement upon lands belonging to
this province, lying westvrard of the tow^n of Haverhill, (which they call Nutheld)
without any leave or grant obtained fiom this court: Resolved, that the said people
be warned to move off from said lands, within the space of seven months, and if they
fail to do so, that they be prosecuted by the Attorney-General by writts of trespass and
ejectment."

t Extracts from the journal kept by John Wainwright, one of tJie committee.

May 12, 1726. The committee left Haverhill, and proceeded as far as Amos-
keag.
\Wi. " This morning we proceeded on our journey—very hilly and mountainous

land. About 8 o'clock we passed by a fall called Aunahook/ine, [Hooksett] in Merri-
mack river, which is taken from a hill of the same name. About 10 or 11 o'clock, we
forded Suncook river, which is a rapid stream, and many loose stones of some consid-
erable bignesse in it, making it difficult to pass. About 1 o'clock we passed Penacook
river, [Soucookl pretty deep and very rocky. In a short time alter, we came up as far
as Penacook falls, [Garvin's] and steered our course north over a large pitch pine plain,
three miles at least in length, and abont 5 o'clock afternoon arrived at Penacook, and
encamped on a piece of intervale called Sugar-Ball plain, from a very large head or hill

called Sugar-Ball hill, whereon was the first Indian fort, as we were informed, which
the Indians in old times built to defend themselves against the Maquois [Mohawks] and
others their enemies. This Sugar-Ball plain is a pretty large tract of land encom-
passed on all parts with very high and mountainous land, as steep as the roof of an
house ordinarily—only where the river runs round it, which encompasses the other
parts of it. It is altogether impracticable for a team or even horse cart to get on
the plain, the land is so mountainous round it; and there is no spring on it as we
could tind."

UC/i. " About 12 o'clock this day, Messrs. Nathaniel Weare, Richard Waldron,
jun. and Theodore Atkinson, a committee appointed by the governor and council of
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in the settlement, about fifty persons being em-
ployed during the warmer season. A new path was
cut through the woods from Haverhill to Penacook,

by the way of Chester, some portion of the distance

on the same route now traveled. The same year the

building of a block-house, for the defence of the

plantation, and also to serve for a place of public

worship, was commenced—to be 25 feet in breadth

and 40 in length.

New-Hampshire, came up to our camp, (being attended with about half a score Irish-

men, who Kept at some distance from the camp) and acquainted us that the govern-
ment of New-Hampshire, being informed of our business here, had sent them to de-
sire us that we would not proceed in appropriating these lands to any private or i)ar-

ticular persons, for that they lay in their government; and our government's making
a grant might be attended with very ill consequences to the settlers, when it ap-
peared that the lands fell in the N. H. government. And then they delivered a copy of
an order passed by his honour the lieutenant governor and council of New-Hampshire
respecting the settling of the lands at Penacook, to which we refer. We made them
answer, that the government of the Massachusetts Bay had sent us to lay out the lands
here into a township; that they had made a grant of it to some particular men, and
that we should proceed to do the business we were come upon, and made no doubt but
our government would be always ready to support and justifie their own grants; and
that it was the business of the publick, and not ours, to engage in, in order to determine
any controversy about the lands. "We sent our salutes to the lieutenant governor of
New-Hampshire, and the gentlemen took their leaves of us, and set homewards this
ufternoon."

15th. " Sunday.—Mr. Enoch CoCan, our chaplain, performed divine service both
parts of the day."

IQth. " At sunrise this morning, according to notification, we chose a representative,
nem. con. viz. Mr, John Sanders."

18^^. " It may be observed, that divers rattlesnakes were killed bv the several sur-
veying companies, but, thanks be to God, nobody received any hurt from them."

The committee in their report, (June, 1726) say,—"In Mayflast, we proceeded to the
place, in order to lay out the whole township, and the lots directed in the order of the
General Court, begmning at the mouth of Contoocook river, where that joins Merri-
mack river, and thence run a line east seventeen degrees south four miles, and so at
right angles at the extremes of each of the aforesaid lines, seven miles southerly each,
and thence from the termination of the seven miles which completes the grant and is

according thereto ; and upon view and strict survey of the lands on the east side of
Merrimack, we find that there is little or no water, the land near the river extremely
mountainous and almost impassable, and very unfit for and uncapable of receiving fifty

families, as the court has ordered ; more especially considering that near the centre of
the town on the east side of the river Merrimack, the Hon. Samuel Sewall, Esq. has a
farm of five hundred acres of good land, formerly granted by this court, and laid out by
Gov. Endicott. The committee, therefor^, with submission to the honorable General
Court, thought it advisable and accordingly have laid out one hundred and three lots

of land for settlements, on the west side contiguous to each other, regularly, and in a'
defensible manner, as by the plot of theirs, and of the whole grant (which is hereby
presented) will appear; and inasmuch as the generality of the land answers not the
grantees' expectation, and five hundred acres laid out as aforesaid, humblv ofTer, that
the like number of acres of the unappropriated lands adjacent to the township, may be
made to the settlers as an equivalent therefor." The government of Massachusetts there-
upon empowered the grantees to make settlements on the westerly side of the river at
pleasure.
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The Indians, who at this time inhabited the vi-

cinity, were on terms of amity with the whites.

During the winter of this year, two or three per-

sons only resided in the block-house at Penacook.

The snow was very deep, the cold unusually severe,

and their provisions were insufficient to support

them through the season. The Indians saw their

situation, and as soon as possible journeyed to Ha-
verhill. They there called on the proprietors, and
represented to them the situation of the families,

very seriously observing that they would soon come

upon the town, unless they were assisted ! A sleigh

with stores soon after arrived at Penacook, and res-

cued them from starvation.

On the 20th May, 1727, the government of New-
Hampshire made a grant to Jonathan Wiggin and
others of the tract comprised within the following

bounds, viz :
" beginning on the S. E. side of the

town of Chichester, and running nine miles by Chi-

chester and Canterbury, and carrying that breadth

of nine miles from each of the aforesaid towns S.

W. until the full complement of eighty-one square

miles are fully made up." This grant, covering the

greater part both of Concord and Pembroke, and a

part of Hopkinton, gave rise to a serious controversy

between the claimants under each grant, which was
continued in law for several years, and was not finally

settled until 1762.

During the year 1727, the block-house was finish-

ed ; considerable quantities of corn and hay were
gathered, and the wilderness reduced to some de-

1726. Dec. 20. The memorial of the Penacook settlers was presented, respecting

500 acres of land on the E. side of the river, formerly granted to Gov. Endicott, and
praying for land instead thereof on the W. Voted unanimously to grant 500 acres

on the west side. This grant was confirmed by governor Burnet, Aug. 6, 1728.—il/ass.
liecords .

1727. March 6. Messrs. Joseph Hall and John Pecker were " empowered to

agree with a minister to preach at Penacook the year ensuing, to begin the service

from the fifteenth of May next. The said committee are directed to act with all pru-

dence, and not assure the gentleman more than after the rate of £100 per annum for

his service."

—

Prop. Records.
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gree of cultivation. Several dwellings had previ-

ously been erected ; and in the fall of this year the

first family, that of Ebenezer Eastman, moved into

the place."^

Aug. 6, 1728, the government of Massachusetts,

in consideration of a grant of 500 acres of land,

formerly made to governor Endicott, which fell

within the boundaries of Penacook, and was claim-

ed by the heirs of judge Sewall, empowered the

proprietors "by a surveyor and chainmen on oath,

to extend the south bounds of the township one
hundred rods the full breadth of their town, as an
equivalent."

Considerable improvements were made in the

settlements in 1729 ; saw and gristmills were erec-

ted by Nathan Simonds, with the assistance of the

proprietors; and a ferry was established for the

convenience of the settlers.t A substantial fence

was this year built for the first time to enclose the

interval on the river, " at the common charge." A

1728. On the 15th of February this year, the first child was born at Penacook

—

Dorcas, a daughter of Edward and Dorcas Abbot: she died Sept. 28, 1797. The first

male child was Edward, son of the same parents, born Dec. 27, 1730: he died in Sept.

1801. John Hoit, the second male, was born Sept. 10, 1732—and married a sister of Dr.

Carter, Jan. 2, 1755. The elder Mr. Hoit was of Amesbury, Ms.

1729. Sept. 4. The proprietors and inhabitants of Penacook petitioned the general

court of Massachusetts for the privileges of a town; but no proceedings were had.

March 6, 1730, the same petition was renewed, and referred to the consideration of a

committee ; but no measures were adopted.

* Jacob Shute drove Eastman's team, the first that had crossed the wilderness from
Haverhill to Penacook. Shute's father was a native of France, and upon the revo-
cation of the Edict of Nantz by Lewis XIV. fled into Ireland. His children emigrated
to this country.
Though Eastman's was the first family of settlers, it is believed there were several

individuals who settled previously. Dr. Rolfe was the first settler, and resided near
the residence of the late captain Emery. He was father of Benjamin Rolfe, Esq. The
second settler was Richard Uran, afterwards of Newbury. They passed the winter
of 1726 at Penacook, living mostly upon the fruits of the wilderness and the charities
of the Indians.

+ The gristmill stood near the present site of the factorv of Messrs. I. & J. Eastman,
on the east side of the river; the saw-mill about half a mile above, on the same stream.
The mill-crank was brought upon a horse from Haverhill. Soon after commencing
operations, it was broken. How to remedy the evil they knew not, as there was no
blacksmith nearer than Harerhill. But necessity is the mother of invention. They
collected together a quantity of pitch knots, fastened the crank with beetle-rings and
wedges, and succeeded in their attempt to weld the disjointed parts. The crank was
afterwards used for many years.
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plank floor was also laid in the "meeting-house," or

fort ; and the road from Penacook to Haverhill, was
altered and improved under the direction of Messrs.

Ebenezer Eastman and John Chandler.

The settlers of Penacook, like those of all the

older towns, strictly observed the religious institu-

tions of their fathers. Mr. Enoch Coffin, of New-
bury, Mass. accompanied them on their first visits

to the new lands, and other clergymen occasionally

preached to them.* Measures were this year taken
to provide for the settlement of a minister ; and at

a meeting of the settlers in October, it was " voted

that every proprietor, or intended settler of Pena-

cook, should forthwith pay or cause to be paid into

the hands of the treasurer, the sum of 20s. towards
the support of an orthodox minister to preach at

Penacook aforesaid, the same to be paid in propor-

tion to the preaching." At a previous meeting,

they had appointed Deacon John Osgood, Messrs.

John Pecker, John Chandler, Ebenezer Eastman,
Nathan Symonds, William Barker and Joseph Hall

"to call^ and agree with some suitable person to be
minister of the town of Penacook" ; and at the same
meeting, agreed to pay a salary of £100 lawful

money per annum to their minister when settled.^

* At a meeting of the proprietors, at Bradford, March 12, 1728, they voted to pay
Mr. Bezaliel Toppan 30s. " for preaching and performing divine service at Penacook,"
£4 was also voted to the heirs of Kev. Enoch Coffin, deceased, for like services, Mr.
Enoch Coffin, the first preacher in Concord, was born in Newbury, Feb. 7, 1695,
and died Aug. 7, 1727. He was second son of the honorable Nathaniel Coffin, and
graduated at Harvard College. Nathaniel was son of Tristram Coffin, of Newbury,
whose father Tristram Coffin was son of Peter Coffin, of Brixton parish, 4 miles from
Plymouth in Plympton hundred, and who came to New England in 1642, and brought
with him his mother, two sisters, and four children.

t The mode of calling and maintaining ministers in congregational societies, origi-

nated in an act passed during the reign of William and Mary, approved June 8, 1692,

—

Act IV. William Sf Mary.

t At the meeting of the grantees and settlers, October 14, 1730, it was " Voted, that
Mr. Timothy Walker shall have £100 for the year ensuing, and then rise 40«. per an-
num, till it comes to £120, and that to be the stated sum annually for his salary, during
his continuance in the ministry, together with the parsonage so long as he carries on
the whole work of the ministry. Provided, and it is hereny to be understood, any
tiling to the contrary above mentioned notwithstanding, that if Mr. Walker, by extreme
old age, shall be disenabled from carrying on the whole work of the ministry, that he
shall abate so much of his salary as shall be rational."
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The inhabitants, at a meeting in March, 1730, in-

structed the committee before named to invite Mr.

Timothy Walker, a graduate of Cambridge, who had
just finished his theological studies, to settle with

them. On the 14th of October, the proprietors re-

newed this invitation ; and established the salary for

the year ensuing at £100, to be increased <£2 yearly

until it should amount to £120 per annum, which,

together with the use of the parsonage, should there-

after constitute the emoluments of their minister.

£100 were also voted as a settlement. To the invi-

tation of the people, Mr. Walker returned the follow-

ing answer

:

'^ Penacooh, Oct 14, 1730.

"To THE ADMITTED SETTLERS OR GRANTEES OF PeNA-

COOK.

"Whereas formerly by a committee you have
invited me to settle in the ministry in the said

township ; upon which invitation I have advised

with learned, pious and judicious divines in the

ministry, who have jointly advised me to take up
with your invitation, provided you vote a sufficient

maintenance for me ; and you having this day re-

newed your invitation to me, and done what satis-

fies me upon the account of salary:—I therefore,

being deeply sensible of the importance of the

charge, and my own insufficiency to discharge the

duties of the same, do accept your call, humbly
relying upon the all-sufficient grace of God, which
alone can enable me suitably to discharge the same,

earnestly desiring your prayers, as well as all oth-

ers of God's people, that such plentiful measures
of His grace may be afforded to me, as may en-

able me to discharge the duties of so sacred a func-

tion, to his acceptance and your edification ; that so

1730. Oct. 14.—Voted, that Mr. Cutting Noyes have fifty acres of land in the town-
ship of Penacook—provided the said Noyes shall do the hlacksmiWs tsovic of the
town from the date hereof.—Prop. Records,

11
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both you and *! may rejoice together in the day of
the Lord Jesus.

TIMOTHY WALKER."
The ordination of Rev. Mr. Walker took place on

the 18th of November following. The sermon was
delivered by the Rev. John Barnard,"^ of Andover,
Mass. ; charge by Rev. Samuel Phillips, of Andover

;

and right hand of fellowship by the Rev. John Brown,
of Haverhill. The church was composed of sober

and industrious inhabitants ; and during the whole
course of Mr. Walker's ministry, we do not find that

any dissentions or difficulties arose. The people were
united in interests and feelings, were educated in the

same principles, and generally adopted like habits

;

and perhaps all strictly united in one mode of wor-

ship, and were constant in the observance of religious

ordinances.

The meeting-house was this year repaired ; and
the first burial-place in Concord located and enclosed.

The first bridge in the township was built over

Soucook river. By an order of the general court of

Massachusetts, founded upon a petition of the pro-

prietors, they were empowered to exercise the priv-

ileges and immunities of a town in the assessment

and collection of taxes, &c. But from some imper-

fection in the order itself, or some other cause, it was
not made use of

Jan. 31st, 1731, the petition of the inhabitants, &c.

of Penacook was renewed, praying for town privi-

leges, and representing that there were then in the

settlement eighty families. February 1, a report was
made in favor of the petitioners, accepted, and the

.act accordingly passed.

The first legal meeting of *^ the inhabitants of

the plantation of Penacook," was holden at the

meetmg-house, Jan. 11, 1732. Capt. Ebenezer East-

*There is tliis peculiar circumstance in your settlement, that it is in a place, where
Satan, ^onrie .years ago, had his seat, and the devil was wont to be Invocated by for-

saken Salvages: A Tlace which was the Ilendezvous and Head Quarters of our Indian
Enemies,.''^—Barnard's Sermon, p. 29.
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man was appointed moderator; and the necessary

town officers were chosen " to stand to the anniver-

sary meeting in March" following. This meeting
was called by " Benjamin Rolfe, by order of the Gen-
eral Court." In the afternoon of the same day, after

a notice for that purpose had been issued by the new
authorities of Penacook. the inhabitants voted to raise

£110 for the support of the ordained minister. At
the next meeting, on the 6th of March, besides

choosing town officers, the inhabitants voted a bounty
of 20s. for every wolf " killed within the township ;"

also a bounty of 6d. for killing rattle-snakes, "pro-

vided, that the destroyer of such snakes shall bring

in a black joint of the tail or with the tail to the

selectmen, or either of them." A penny was also

voted "for the encouragement of killing of black-

birds within the township for the year ensuing, the

head being brought to the selectmen or any of them,

and hurntJ' The proprietors this year appropriated

100 acres, including the privileges on Turkey river.,

to "any suitable person who would build a grist

mill."

In 1733, the "plantation of Penacook'' was in-

corporated by the government of Massachusetts as

a town by the name of Bumford, it being satisfacto-

rily ascertained, as set forth in the preamble to the

act, that " the plantation is competently filled with
inhabitants, who have built and finished a conven-

ient meeting-house for the public worship of God,

and sometime since have settled a learned ortho-

dox minister among them," &c. This name was
given from* that of a parish in England. The town
at their several meetings this year, voted to give

Rev. Mr. Walker £50, for building him a dwelling-

house, provided that he gave the inhabitants and
freeholders a receipt in full for his salary until the

16th of January that year, in consequence of the

depreciation of money, it not being equal to silver

at 17s. the ounce. £30 were appropriated of the
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moneys in the town treasury for the purchase of am-
munition for the use of the inhabitants. It appears

that some fears were entertained of the hostile dis-

position of the Indians, although no act of aggres-

sion had been committed. The sum of £16 was also

voted for the support of a school during the winter

and spring ensuing ; and the selectmen were empow-
ered to provide a school. It was also voted in tow^n

meeting, that the selectmen should " find books for

the use of the inhabitants and freeholders of the

town or plantation, on the town's cost, so far as they

shall think necessary." Mr. James Scales, afterwards

minister at Hopkinton, was employed to teach the

first school; and after him, Mr. Joseph Holt, of

Andover, Mass.

From this period until 1739, the afifairs of the

town continued to prosper with little interruption.

Some useful internal regulations were adopted

—

improvements on the lands were constantly mak-
ing—the meeting-house was further repaired—and
increased attention was paid to the school. In 1735,

also, a committee was appointed to petition gov-

ernment for the establishment of a new coimty, the

county of Essex then comprehending all the new
grants made by Massachusetts north of Haverhill.

1734. May 27.—" 20s. for each grown wolf," and "Is. for each rattlesnake,"

which should be killed thirs year, were voted. At a meeting holden the 14th Not .

of the same year, Capt. Ebenezer Eastman and Henry Kolfe, Esq. were chosen to

petition the General Court for an order of said Court for raising of money for defray-

ing the ministerial charge, and the other charges of this town for this year and during

the court's pleasure."

At the next town meeting, holden on the 26th day of December, £110 were raised

for said purpose. The town clerk was also empowered to " ask and receive of John
Wainwright, Esq. the clerk of the honorable committee of the Great and General

Court, appointed to bring forward the settlement of the township, the book of the

proceedings of the said committee, and all the other papers belonging to the town and

proprietors," and to receipt for them. "Wainwright had for several years been clerk to

the proprietors of Penacook. Some disagreement arising, they appointed another in

his stead, to whom he refused to deliver the records. Nor was the matter com-

promised, until Wainwright received from the proprietors an entire lot of land in the

new township—upon which, he gave up the records to his successor. The grant was

made June 19, 1734.
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In 1737, the controversy between Massachusetts

and New-Hampshire was heard before commission-

ers appointed by the Crown. Many attempts had
previously been made without success to settle it.

New-Hampshire took its name from grants made
by the council of Plymouth to Capt. John Mason.

Of these there had been four or five, all containing

more or less of the same lands. Exceptions being

taken to all of them, the controversy had turned

upon the construction of the Massachusetts charters.

At a hearing before the king in council, in 1677, the

agents of Massachusetts, by advice, disclaimed juris-

diction beyond the three miles north of Merrimack
river specified in the original charter—and it was
determined they had right as far as the river ex-

tended ; but how far it did extend was not expressly

mentioned. It seems, however, not to have been
doubted—and soon after the government was trans-

ferred from Old England to New, it was known by
the name of Merrimack as far as Penacook. If the

At the meeting, March 11, 1734, the necessary town officers were chosen, and
some highway regulations adopted. The premiums on wolves and rattlesnakes were

continued.

1735. At a meeting, of the "inhabitants and freeholders of the town of Rumford
on the 19th of May, 1785, it was put to vote by the moderator, whether they would
choose a representative or not, and it passed in the negative." Benjamin Rolfe,

Esq. was constituted attorney in behalf of the town to sue the treasurer, John
Chandler, for moneys not paid over to the town. At the next meeting, holden

on the 22d Sept. of the same year, about £62 were raised for schooling and build-

ing part of a bridge over Soucook river," and defraying other expences of the town.

A committee was empowered to hire a school-master for four months "the next

winter and spring."

A meeting was called on the 10th of December of this year, and a committee ap-

pointed to superintend the building of the bridge over the Soucook, and see that the

work was " done well and faithfully." At the annual meeting, holden March 9, this

year, £50 were granted Rev. Mr. Walker "to enable him to clear a pasture and to

bring it to English grass," 30^. of which was to be paid in 1736, and the remaining

20^. in 1737. 10s. bounty on wolves and the same sum on rattlesnakes, continued,

Henry Rolfe, Esq. was "chosen and desired to assist and join with others that are or

may be chosen for to use proper means for to get the county of Essex divided into two
counties." The seats in the meeting-house were ordered to be repaired, a door made
for the pulpit, and the windows put up.
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original charter of Massachusetts had continued, it is

not probable any different construction would ever

have been started. But in the new charter, the

boundary was differently expressed, and a construc-

tion was given which made the line to commence 3

miles north of the mouth of the Merrimack, and run
west to the South sea, or the other possessions of the

King.

About this time, the government of Massachu-

setts made grants of several towns between Mer-
rimack and Connecticut rivers—amongst the rest,

Penacook, &c. And the government of New-Hamp-
shire supposed that Massachusetts was taking this

step in order to strengthen their title by possession.

After some delay, commissioners were appointed to

settle the line, and met at Hampton, N. H. on the

1st of August, 1737. Mr. Livingston of New-York,
presided. After many weeks spent in hearing parties

and evidence, and having doubts whether the Massa-

chusetts new charter comprehended the whole of the

old colony, they made a decree, with contingencies,

subject to the determination of the King. The
agents of both governments were active at the

British court— and a patient hearing was had,

though the judgment of the commissioners was for

some reason entirely laid aside. It was determined
there, that the northern boundaries of Massachusetts

should be a line three miles from the river as far

as Pawtucket falls, thence west to the New-York
line.^

1736. At the annual meeting in March, the usual business was transacted, and some
improvements in highways, &c. agreed upon. There was also, a meeting holden May
18th, same year, called for the purpose of choosing a "person to represent them at the

Great and General Court to be held at the town house in Boston," on the 26th next

then following; but the people declined electing.

1737. It appears by warrants recorded that a town meeting was holden in March
of 1737, but its proceedings are not on record. At the meeting holden May 16th fol-

lowing, the town again declined sending a representative to the General Court. It

does not appear that any other business was transacted.

Hutch. Mass. vol. ii. p. 842-350.

i
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The inhabitants at a meeting in 1739, ordered a

garrison to be built around Rev. Timothy Walker's

dwelling-house. , £5 Vere also granted Mr. Bara-

chias Farnum, to enable him to build a flanker in

order to defend his mills, on condition that he
should garrison his own dwelling-house. Their ap-

prehensions were now increasing of an attack from
the Indians, who inhabited the wilds on the north

and west, especially as strong parties of them had
visited different places within a few days march, and
some offences had been committed. No disasters,

however, happened to the inhabitants of Rumford
until the fatal attack in 1746.

On the 11th of June, 1740, in pursuance of a

precept from the Government of Massachusetts,

the first representative from the town of Rumford
{Benjamin Rolfe, Esq.) was elected. His instruc-

tions were to prefer a petition to his Majesty, that

the inhabitants "may be quieted in their posses-
" sions, and remain under the jurisdiction of the
" Massachusetts Bay ; also to petition the General
" Court to use their influence with his Majesty in
" that behalf" At a meeting in September, " the
" town being informed that by the determination of
" his Majesty in Council respecting the controvert-
" ed bounds between the province of Massachusetts

1738. The annual meeting for 1738 was on the 29th March. Galleries to the meet-

ing-house were ordered to be built, and other repairs to be made; also the burying

ground to be fenced. The town again, at their meeting 24th May this year, refused

sending a representative.

1739. At the meeting in March, it was voted that a school be kept within this

town from the 20th Oct. till 20th of April 1740. A meeting was holden Kov, 7th

this year; when it was voted that there should be "a good and sufficient garrison

built around the Rev. Mr. Timothy Walker's dwelling house as soon as may be con-

veniently, at the town's cost." bl. were also granted to Mr. Barachias Farnum
to enable him to build a flanker in order to defend his mills, provided the said Far-

num shall give security to the town that in case he shall not keep a garrison at his

dwelling house, the town shall have liberty to take said flanker and convert it to their

own use." Another meeting was holden on the 28th Dec. of this year, and a com-
mittee appointed to inform of all breaches and prosecute for violations of the act for

the preservation of Deer, &c.
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"Bay and New-Hampshire, thej were excluded
" from the former province, to which they always
" supposed themselves to belong—voted unanimously,
" to prefer a petition to the King's most excellent
" Majesty, setting forth their distressed estate, and
" praying to be annexed to the said Massachusetts
'• province."

By an act of the General Assembly of New-Hamp-
shire, passed March 18, 1741-2, Rumford was made a

distinct parish or district, and authorized for six years

to exercise certain necessary corporate privileges.

The first school-house in this town was erected in

1742. About this time, the wife of Mr. Jonathan
Eastman was taken prisoner by a party of Indians,

and carried to Canada. She was soon after redeemed
by her husband, and returned to her family.

The opening of the French war in 1744, caused a

general anxiety throughout the colonies, and particu-

larly on the frontiers most exposed to Indian depreda-

tions. Gov. Wentworth, in his message to the Gene-

ral Assembly in May of this year, exhorts them " to

consider with great tenderness the distress the inhab-
" itants on the frontiers are in at this juncture, and to

" make their unhappy situation their own : to consider

"them as every day exposed to a surprize from the

enemy," and that if provisions for their safety were
neglected, they would " become an easy prey to a cruel
" and barbarous enemy." Measures were accordingly

1742. The annual meeting this year was on the 81st March. Messrs. Edward Ab-
bot, John Merrill and Nathaniel Abbot were directed " to take care and build a school-

house for this town, as they shall in their best judgment think best—the said house to

be built between the widow Barker's barn and the brook by the clay-pits."

1744. On the 28th March, the meeting for choice of oflBcers, &c., was holden this

year. 20.9. O. T. for each wolf, and 2s. 0. T. for each rattlesnake were voted to be

allowed for this year. A vote passed granting liberty for such persons as chose to

hire a mistress to use the school-house, until the town had occasion therefor. On the

21st Jan. B. Rolfe was elected to represent the district of Kumford in the Gen. Assem-
bly at Portsmouth.
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taken for the safety of those towns most exposed,

and small detachments were ordered to the aid of

the settlements at Canterbury and Contoocook, (now
Boscawen.) The inhabitants of Rumford were as

yet without military succour, and they empowered
Benjamin Rolfe to petition the Legislature of New-
Hampshire " for such a number of soldiers as

" might be sufficient with the divine blessing to de-

"fend them against all attempts of their enemies."

His petition was presented in June, of that year,

but no detachment was ordered out. In December,
the inhabitants again authorized Mr. Rolfe to peti-

tion the General Assembly of this province for aid

;

and also " to represent to his Excellency the Gov-

'^ernor and General Court of the province of the

"Massachusetts Bay, their deplorable circumstan-
" ces, being exposed to imminent danger both from
" the French and Indian enemy, and to request of

"them such aids as to their great wisdom should

"seem meet, and which might be sufficient to en-

" able them with a divine blessing vigorously to

"repel all attempts of their enemies." Like peti-

• tions were also presented in 1745, and a detach-

ment of men was stationed here from Billerica,

for a few weeks, by direction of the government of

Massachusetts.

On Friday, the 7th of August, 1746, a party of

Indians from Canada, to the number of about one

hundred, came into this town, and meditated the de-

struction of the place on the Sabbath following. The
inhabitants had for some time previous been expect-

ing an attack, and had made an earnest application

to the Governor for military aid—and fortunately

1746. A meeting of the citizens was called on the ninth of February ; and Cap-

tain Ebenezer Eastman and Mr. Henry Lovejoy were appointed a committee to

"represent the difficult circumstances of the inhabitants of Rumford to the great

and general court at Portsmouth, respecting the danger we are exposed to both

from the French and Indian enemy, and request of them such aid and protection

as they in their great wisdom shall think meet."
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Capt. Daniel Ladd, with a company of forty men
from Exeter, arrived in town the same day. There
had previously been a company stationed here from
Billerica, for a short time, and also one from Ando-
ver. The inhabitants were aware that a consider-

able body of Indians was in the vicinity, but had as

yet discovered but few, who were out on scouts.

The Indians themselves, hearing of Capt. Ladd's

approach, determined to lie concealed until Sunday
following, when they intended to massacre the peo-

ple assembled in the meeting-house. But the people

on Sunday went armed to their devotions, and placed

sentinels in different quarters to look out for the

approach of the Indians, who had the night previ-

ous secreted themselves in the bushes adjacent to the

meeting-house, which stood nearly on the spot now
occupied by the dwelling of Mr. John West. One
party of them was concealed in a thicket of alders,

then growing where Dr. Green's house now stands,

and another was hid in the bushes on the north,

between the meeting-house and Mr. Emery's, near the

prison. Some few of them were seen by a little girl

during the exercises, but she did not make known
the discovery until the meeting closed, when the peo-

ple marched out in a body ; and the Indians observ-

ing their arms, concluded to abandon the attack.

They then retired to the woods on the west towards
Hopkinton, with the design to intercept Capt. Ladd

1747. April 2. Capt. Eastman, from Penacook, came into the house, and moved
that the house would consider their circumstances at Penacook, with regard to the

enemy, and would grant them men to help ihera..—Assembly Records.

April 3. Voted, that there be allowed to John Osgood 12s. Qd. for expense for

coffins, &c. for the men killed at Rumford last year.

—

Ibid.

Voted, that his Excellency the Capt. General be desired to give orders for

enlisting or impressing 144 good effective men, to be employed under proper officers in

defending the frontiers, guarding the people at work, and scouting, to be posted as

follows, viz. 39 at Rochester, 6 at Barrington, 10 at Nottingham, 20 at Canterbury, 20

at Contoocook, 24 at Penacook, ^c.—Ib.

Nov. 12. Phineas Stevens, Ebenezer Eastman and Jeremiah Clough, in behalf

of the inhabitants of Contoocook, Rumford and Canterbury, petitioned for aid against

expected attacks from the Indians. Nov. 13, orders were issued for enlisting 15 sol-

diers^ five for each of said places.—76.
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and his men, who they supposed were to pass that

way on the following morning.

On Monday morning, the 11th, seven of the in-

habitants sat out for Hopkinton, two on horses, and
the others on foot, all armed. They marched on
leisurely, and Obadiah Peters, having proceeded
some distance forward of the others into a hollow,

about one mile and a half from the street, sat down
his gun and waited the approach of his friends.

The Indians, thinking themselves discovered, rose

from their hiding-places, fired and killed Peters on
the spot. At this moment, Jonathan Bradley and
the rest of the party had gained the summit of the

hill. Bradley was deceived in the number of the

enemy, supposing the few whom he saw near Pe-

ters to compose the whole party. He ordered his

men to fire, and they rushed down among them.

The whole body of Indians instantly arose, being

about 100 in number. Bradley now urged his men
to fly for safety ; but it was too late—the work of

destruction had commenced. Samuel Bradley was
shot through the body— stripped of his clothing

and scalped. To Jonathan, they ofiered "good
quarter," having been acquainted with him; but
he refused their protection, his heroic spirit thirst-

ing to avenge the death of his comrades. He
fought with his gun against the cloud of enemies,

until they struck him on his face repeatedly with

their knives and tomahawks, and literally hewed
him down. They then pierced his body, took off

his scalp and clothes. Two others, John Bean and
John Lufkin, attempting to fly, were killed by the

same fire with Samuel Bradley. Alexander Rob-
erts and William Stickney fortunately escaped

death, but were made prisoners and taken to Can-

ada. Immediately after the melancholy affair took

place, an alarm was given from Walker's garrison

to the people on the interval, and elsewhere, at
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some little distance. They soon assembled and
consulted on measures of safety. The soldiers sta-

tioned at the garrison, and several of the inhabi-

tants then repaired to the scene of slaughter. As
they approached, the Indians were seen upon the

retreat. The bodies were brought away in a cart,

and were interred in the church-yard on the follow-

ing day.* The number killed of the Indians was
unknown to the inhabitants until some time after,

when the information was obtained from Roherts
who had made his escape from captivity. He stat-

ed that four were killed and several wounded, two
mortally, who were conveyed away upon litters,

and soon after died. Two they buried under a large

hemlock tree in the Great Swamp, about half a mile

south of the scene of slaughter. The other two
were buried at some distance from them, near Tur-

key river. Roberts found the two bodies under
the log after his return from captivity. The head
of one was taken away, it is supposed by wild beasts.

For the skull of the other, a bounty was paid by the

government.
Stickney, after about one year's detention in Can-

ada, found means to escape with a friendly Indian,

and proceeded on his way home to within about one
day's journey of the white settlements, when they
fell short of provisions. The Indian directed Stick-

ney to light a fire and encamp, while he would go in

quest of game. After Stickney had prepared his

camp, he went out to hunt, and in attempting to

cross a river on a log, fell in and was drowned.f
Jonathan Bradley was an officer in Capt. Ladd's

company, from Exeter, and stationed here for the

defence of the inhabitants. He was about thirty

years of age when killed ; and was the elder brother

* Mr. Reuben Abbot, lately deceased at the age of 100 years, was fixed upon by the
inhabitants to bring away the bodies of his slaughtered townsmen. He procured an
ox-cart at Eastman's fort, and brought away their bodies under the guard of the sol-

diers and inhabitants. The writer was indebted to this venerable old man for the par-
ticulars oi the massacre.

t Tradition.
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of Samuel Bradley. He was a man of much cool-

ness and decision ; and his vigorous defence against the

overwhelming force which crushed him to the earth,

is sufficient proof of his determined bravery.

Samuel Bradley was a citizen of this town, and the

father of the Hon. John Bradley, who died in 1815.

He was a most amiable and promising young man

;

and his wife, who afterwards married with Richard

Calfe, of Chester, and survived both, in the latter

years of her life, used to speak with great affection

of the husband of her youth, and of his tragical end.

She died Aug. 10, 1817, aged 98 years.

Obadiah Peters, of Rumford, was probably a son

of Seaborn Peters, who lived in J. Eastman's fort.

It appears that at the time of his death he belonged

to a company under the command of Capt. Nathaniel

Abbot. He had been out in the expedition against

Cape Breton, in 1745, in the company commanded by
Capt. Eastman.

John Bean was from Brentwood, and Lufkin from
Kingston.

The initials of those who fell were soon after

marked on a large tree, standing near the fatal spot,

which stood the only monurfient of the sanguinary

conflict, until within a few years, some person cut it

down. It is, however, pleasing to learn that the de-

scendants of Samuel Bradley are about to erect a

durable monument over the spot where their worthy
ancestor was killed.

The Indians continued in the neighborhood, in

small parties, arid on the 10th of November following,

killed a Mr, JEstahrooks, on the road between the

street and the place of the former massacre.

Early in February, 1747, the inhabitants empow-
ered John Webster to apply to the General As-

sembly for military assistance. In his petition, he
states that there were upwards of eighty families

then residing in Rumford, and that they raised an-
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nually four times as much provision as was requi-

site for their own support. Having some reason to

apprehend an attack from the Indians in considera-

ble force, a petition was preferred to the Governor
in June, stating that traces of the enemy had been
discovered by the scouts ; that guns had been heard
at Rumford and Contoocook at different times ; that

from the situation of the inhabitants they were ex-

posed to attacks from the enemy, the experience of

the whole war having taught them, " that whenever
any smart attack was made upon the settlements

on Connecticut river, the enemy had never failed of

sending a considerable number to visit their river,"

the Merrimack. The inhabitants at some seasons

could work together in bodies, so as not to be so

greatly exposed, but haying and harvesting now
commencing, it " was impracticable without vast

detriment to the whole, and utter ruin to some." A
guard of twenty-four men was stationed here from
the middle of March to the beginning of May ; and
subsequently, by order of the Governor, thirty sol-

diers were detached for the assistance of the inhabit-

ants, who remained with them until they had secured

their crops.

October 23d, Dr. Ezra Carter, in behalf of the

inhabitants of Rumford, represented by petition to

the General Court, that they were " destitute of

soldiers, and very much exposed both to the French
and Indian enemy, and daily expect, by the experi-

ence of the last year, invasions by them, by reason

of their killing one man on the 10th of November
last, and on the 19th of said November, they were
discovered by their tracks in a small snow, and pray

your honors to consider our dangerous circumstan-

ces, and grant us such protection as you in your great

wisdom shall think meet." In November, another

guard of five men was ordered here, and similar assist-

ance was afforded the inhabitants of Canterbury and
Contoocook.

i



Sketch of Concord, N. H, 175

In the fall of 1747, a large party of Indians again

made their appearance in the sonth-west part of the

town, and for several weeks continued ranging about

the woods, and destroying the cattle, horses, &;c. of

the inhabitants. Jeremiah Bradley had a fine field

for fall grazing, and into this many of the citizens

had turned their sheep and neat cattle. The reports

from the guns of the Indians were frequently heard,

and numbers of cattle were destroyed. The inhabi-

tants at length rallied in a strong party armed, and
proceeded cautiously in two divisions towards the

enemy. In the woods near the field, one party found
numerous packs, &c. belonging to the Indians, and
concluded to await their approach in concealment.

As they were approaching, one of the men, through
accident, or an eager desire to revenge his losses, fired

his musket, and alarmed the wary Indians, who, ob-

serving the smoke of the gun, filed off in an opposite

direction. The whole party then fired, but with little

injury to their tawny adversaries. The body of an
Indian was, however, sometime afterwards found se-

creted in a hollow log, into which, it was supposed,

having been wounded by the fire of the party, he
had crawled, and expired.

In August of this year died Capt. Ebenezer East-

man, one of the wealthiest and most active of the

early settlers. He was born at Haverhill, Ms. in 1689.

His father's house and buildings were destroyed,

with several others, by the Indians in their mem-
orable attack upon Haverhill, March 15, 1698.*

Young Eastman, at the age of 18, joined the regi-

ment of Col. Wainwright in the expedition against

Port Koyal. In 1711, when the British fleet under
Admiral Walker arrived in Boston harbor, the land

forces were organizing with great despatch. East-

man now had the command of a company of sol-

* There is a tradition in the family, that sometime previous to this, Eastman's father
and a Mr. Abbot, from Andover, were made captives by a party of the Penacook In-
dians, and were carried to what was afterwards called Sewall's island in the river in
this town. No particulars can be collected.
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diers, and embarked in one of the transports. The
fleet soon sailed up the St. Lawrence, and met with

no accident "until they got up off the Virgin
" Mountains ; the weather then proving foggy,
" and the wind freshening, the Admiral asked the

"pilots what was best to do? who advised that as

" the fleet was on the north shore, it would be best
" to bring to, with their heads to the southward."*

The Admiral obstinately refused : and the awful

consequence was the destruction of nine ships, the

loss of many lives, and the total failure of the expedi-

tion, which was designed for the conquest of Canada.

The part which Capt. Eastman acted on this occasion,

though noticed by none of the historians, is thus re-

lated by his grandson,! now living. The pilots, who
were perfectly aware of their peril, being well ac-

quainted with the river, could not but be panic-struck

at the orders of the admiral, which the captains of

the transports seemed bent to follow. Eastman,

whose company was on board one of them, represent-

ed to the captain their imminent peril, and beseeched
him to " haul to windward, that they might escape the

breakers." The captain was a true loyalist, and ex-

claimed " he would follow his commodore, if he went
to h—11." Eastman then stated the circumstances to

his men, and informed them that if they would sup-

port him, he would assume the control of the vessel,

and attempt to shun the rocks. This he accordingly

did, by ordering the captain to his cabin, and the

helmsman to alter his course. They escaped wreck,

and when the following morning exhibited to the eyes

of the astonished crew, the bodies of the dead and
wrecks of the vessels which covered the St. Law-
rence, the hvimbled captain, on his knees, acknowl-

edged his deliverer, and desired his friendship. In
the morning, Capt. Eastman appeared before the

Admiral, who abruptly asked—" Capt. Eastman,

*Penhallow.

t Jonathan Eastman, Esq.
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where were you, when the fleet was cast away ?"

" I was following my commodore," replied he. " Fol-

lowing your Commodore ! (said the Admiral in sur-

prise.) .... You d d Yankees, are a pack of

praying devils
;
you have saved your own lives, and

prayed my men all to h—11." Capt. Eastman soon

after his return entered with zeal into the subject of

a new settlement at Penacook. And during his life,

was a persevering, influential and useful citizen. He
was at the reduction of Louisbourg in 1745, and held

a commission in the New-Hampshire forces, under the

intrepid Yaughan. He died soon after his return, in

his house on the east side of the river, which was then

fortified against the attacks of the Indians.

From this period, it is not known that any seri-

ous mischiefs were committed by the Indians against

the inhabitants of Kumford, although they occasion-

ally suffered some losses in cattle and other property,

which the savages chanced to meet with, while rang-

ing through the woods and about the farms of the

settlers. They were indeed in constant alarm, and
for several years continued their addresses to govern-

ment for the means of defence. The petition of Dr.

Ezra Carter and another, in 1756, states, that "they
had been subjected to great loss of time, for several

years past by disturbances from the Indians, and
particularly for the two last years past, about one
fourth of the inhabitants had been driven from their

settlements during the busy season of the year, and
the whole obliged to divert their attention from
husbandry to repair their garrisons, and provide for

the safety of their families."

1748. Capt. John Chandler was elected representative of the town of Rumford to

the General Assembly, on the 2d January. In March, the lines of the town were per-

ambulated and marked.

12

I
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In January,* 1749, Benjamin Rolfe, in behalf of

the inhabitants of Eumford, preferred a petition to

the Governor and Council for an act of incorporation.

The proprietors of Bow remonstrated against the

measure, and their influence prevailed.

A petition for the same purpose v^as also presented

July 14th, 1756, by Ezra Carter, in behalf of the

citizens. An act was framed, and after being read in

the house of Assembly, was, through the influence of

members interested in the Bow lands, rejected.

On the 28th of April, 1752, Amos Eastman of this

town, in company with John and William Stark of

Dunbarton, and David Stinson of Londonderry, being

on a hunting expedition near Baker's river, in Rum-
ney, were surprised by a party of Indians, ten in

number, of the St. Francis tribe. Eastman and John
Stark were made prisoners ; Stinson and William

Stark, attempting to escape, were fired upon. Stinson

fell, was dispatched, scalped, and stripped of his wear-

ing apparel. His comrade succeeded in escaping.

John Stark and Eastman were carried prisoners to

Canada, and sold to the French. They remained in

captivity about three months, were redeemed, and re-

turned home. The Indians now exhibited signs of

hostility at Canterbury. Rev. Mr. Walker went up
to confer with them, and a chief returned with him
to Rumford.t A short time after, two persons were
taken away from Canterbury by the Indians.

t Rev. Mr. "Walker, who was beloved by all his parishioners, was also esteemed by
the Indians, and when not in open war, they used to visit his house, where they were
always well treated. At one time, they came to his house, complaining in angry
terms that the white people possessed their lands unjustly. Mr. W, informed them
that they were purchased of their chiefs, and that the deed, signed by them, was to

be seen at Boston. He finally advised them to go and see it. To this they assented;
and on their return, called and took some refreshments, and said that thoy had seen
the paper, and were perfectly satisfied. This deed is the famous instrument of Wheel-
wright, now generally believed to be a forgery. After the peace, a number of warriors
encamped near the minister's house. Mr. W. was absent, and his wife was under great
apprehensions of injury. The Indians perceived this, and said to each other, '^minis-

ter's loife afraid.'^ Upon this, one delivered her all the guns, and said they would call

for them the next day. This they did, and were to her kind and affable.
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From 1749 to 1766, the year after the incorpo-

ration of the town by the name of Concord, there

are no records of the proceedings of the town or

its officers. The town, in fact, existed only as a

parish of Bow. About this time commenced the

perplexing controversy between the proprietors of

Bow and the inhabitants of Rumford. It is per-

haps well known, that by the construction of the

charter of Massachusetts, by King Charles II. in

1677, the jurisdiction of that state extended for

three miles to the north of Merrimack river. The
government of Massachusetts, in 1725, granted to

sundry petitioners the township, afterwards called

Eumford; and in 1728, made the grant of Suncook,

now Pembroke, to the forty-seven soldiers, or their

legal representatives, who were engaged with the

celebrated Lovewell against the Indians at Pe-

quackett. These two grants comprised about thir-

teen square miles, all lying within the supposed

limits of Massachusetts. At the time of survey-

ing and laying out the lands at Penacook, it ap-

pears that a committee was empowered by the gov-

ernment of New-Hampshire, to proceed to Pena-

cook, and request the surveyors to desist from laying

out the lands, as they were claimed by that gov-

ernment. They, however, proceeded to execute the

business of their commission, and the plantation set-

tled with much rapidity. In May, 1727, two years

after the grant by Massachusetts, the government of

New-Hampshire granted to Jonathan Wiggins and
others, a tract of eighty-one square miles, which in-

cluded more than two thirds of both Rumford and
Suncook. No settlements were made, however, by
the proprietors of Bow, nor did any difficulties

arise in consequence of the conflicting grants, for

about twenty years, during which time Rumford
and Suncook had each settled a minister of the

gospel, and converted the wilderness into fruitful

fields.

I
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Meantime th^ controversy between this state and
Massachusetts, respecting the boundary line, had
been carried before the King, and upon report of

commissioners appointed to mark out the dividing

line, he decided in 1740, that the northern bounda-
ry of Massachusetts should be a curve line pursu-

ing the course of the Merrimack river, at three

miles distance on the north, beginning on the At-

lantic ocean, and ending at a point due north of

Pawtucket falls ; thence due west to his Majesty's

other possessions. By this determination, all the

settlements on the river above Pawtucket falls, fell

under the jurisdiction of New-Hampshire. There
was an express declaration, however, in the decision

of the King, that lorivate property should be re-

spected. The inhabitants of Kumford, immediate-

ly after learning the determination of the King,

petitioned to be restored to the province of Massa-

chusetts; but were unsuccessful. In 1750, the pro-

prietors of Bow commenced numerous suits for the

ejectment of the settlers living within the limits

of their grant. The course which they pursued

was extremely vexatious and calculated to prolong

the dispute, if not utterly to ruin many of the set-

tlers, who had made great and expensive improve-

ments on the lands. Every action was commenced
for so small a parcel of land, that, by a law^ of the

province, there could be no appeal home.*—The
courts and juries were interested in the lands, or

prejudiced against the settlers; and justice could

hardly be expected to result under such circum-

stances. The actions were continued to successive

* " But your petitioners' greatest misfortune is, that they cannot have a fair, im-
partial trial, for that the Governor and most of the Council are proprietors of J3ov?,

and by them not only the judges are appointed, but also the oflicers that impannel
the jurors ; and the people are also generally disaffected to your petitioners on ac-

count of their deriving their title from the Massachusetts. And all the actions that

have hitherto been brought are of so small value, and, as your petitioners apprehend,
designedly so, that by a law of the province there can be no appeal from the judgments
of the courts to your Majesty in Council; and if it were otherwise, the charges that

would attend such appeals would be greater than the value of the land, or than the
party defending his title would be able to T^Siy."—Petition of Ilev. Mr. Walker and
Benjamin Rolfe, Esq. to the King.
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terms, but decided by both inferior and superior

Courts in favour of the plaintiffs. The defendants,

and also the inhabitants generally of both Rumford
and Suncook, now petitioned to the King for an im-

partial trial, and commissioned Rev. Mr. Walker to

proceed to England and lay all the circumstances

before his Majesty, empowering him to defend the

suits at the Court of St. James.

In 1753, upon the petition of the inhabitants of

Rumford, the General Court of Massachusetts granted

£100 sterling, towards the expense of defending

the suits brought against them by the proprietors

of Bow. The Massachusetts agent, Mr. Bollan, was
instructed to use his endeavors to obtain such de-

termination of his Majesty in Council, as should

quiet the grantees of lands from that province in

their possessions. Mr. Walker went to England in

1753, and again a short time after, and succeeded

in obtaining a trial on appeal before a committee of

the Lords of the Council. Sir William Murray, after-

wards Lord Chief-Justice Mansfield, was his coun-

sellor and advocate, with whom be formed a particu-

lar acquaintance. After a patient hearing of all

the parties concerned, the committee of the Council

reported, that the judgments of the courts of New-
Hampshire in the case should be reversed, and the

appellants be restored to "what they had lost by
means of said judgments." This was approved by
his Majesty in Council on the 29th December, 1762.

Thus ended the disagreeable controversy with

the proprietors of Bow, during the continuance of

which, the inhabitants of Rumford had been with-

out town privileges or government, and were har-

rassed with numerous vexatious suits, and sub-

jected to the expense of attending almost every
term of the courts, then exclusively holden at Ports-

mouth.
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On the 17th* June, 1765, the government of this

State granted the charter of the town of Concord,

comprising "a part of the town of Bow, and some
lands adjoining thereto." The bounds, as described

in the charter, began "at the mouth of Contoo-

cook river, which is the S. E. corner of Boscawen

;

thence S. 73° W. by said Boscawen 4 miles ; thence

S. 17° E. 7 miles 100 rods; thence N. 73° E. 4 miles

to Merrimack river, there crossing the river and still

continuing the same course to Soucook river ; then

beginning again at the mouth of Contoocook river

aforesaid, from thence running N. 73° E. 606 rods

from the easterly bank of Merrimack river, or till it

shall come to the S. W. line of Canterbury ; thence

S. E. on said line 2 miles 80 rods; thence S. 17 E. to

Soucook river aforesaid ; thence down said river, till

it comes to where the line from Merrimack river

strikes the Soucook river."

By the provisions of the act, the first meeting
was to be holden on the 3d Tuesday of August,

1765, and Samuel Emerson, Esq. was authorized to

call the first town meeting; but in consequence of

his neglect, no meeting w as notified ; and a special

resolve was passed by the Legislature on the 27th

November, of the same year, for calling a meeting for

the choice of town officers, &c. on the third Tuesday
of January, 1766.

1766.—At the first legal meeting of the inhabit-

ants of Concord, Lt. Kichard Hazeltine, who died

in 1818, was moderator; Peter Coffin was appoint-

ed clerk, and Joseph Farnum, Lot Colby and John
Chandler, jun. selectmen. The meeting for the

choice of officers for the year ensuing was holden
March 4th. On the 25th, another town meeting
was holden, and measures taken to provide schools

in the different sections of the town—there having
previously been but one school in town. Every man
was taxed '^fiwQ days' work on the highways and
pound this year."
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Dr. Ezra Carter died Sept. 17, 1767, at the age

of 48. He was a native of South-Hampton, in this

state ; studied physic with Dr. Ordway of Salisbury,

Mass. and settled in this place about 1740. He was
a good scholar, though not liberally educated—a skil-

ful practitioner, and a man universally beloved. Soon
after his removal here, he was honored by the in-

habitants with civil trusts, which he executed with

zealous fidelity. It is to be regretted that of Dr.

Carter, as well as of others who lived at a later day,

so few particulars can be collected. Enough, how-
ever, is known to warrant the assertion that few men
excelled him in a benevolent spirit and good humored
exertions to promote the peace and welfare of society.

He was a man of wit and pleasantry, and when called

to visit the sick and desponding, never failed to ad-

minister, with his remedies for the body, a cordial to

the mind. Dr. Carter, though frequently menaced
by the Indians, never suffered from their attacks.

About the time of the Bradley massacre, he ha*d

gathered into winrows his hay then cut, on the plat

of ground extending on the west of the street, near

the site of the Capitol. During the night, several

Indians secreted themselves in the hay, intending

to suprise the Doctor on the following morning.

Providentially, a storm of rain commenced early in

the morning and continued for several days with
little abatement, during which the Indians retired.

After peace was restored, the Indians informed the

doctor of their meditated attack, and that conceiving

the Great Spirit to have sent the rain for his shelter,

they dared not remain. On the 10th of November,
of the same year, (1746) a Mr. Estabrooks came for

the doctor to visit a patient. Through some difficul-

ty in catching his horse, the doctor did not immedi-
ately follow Estabrooks. In a very short time, the

alarm was given that Estabrooks was killed, and a

party proceeding on the road after him, found his

body near the path. This was one of the last acts of
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Indian hostility, in this section of the country. On a

certain occasion. Dr. Carter was called to visit a sick

family in Bow. Added to their other sorrows, pover-

ty had thrown around them her tatters and rags.

Disease is ever loth to quit such company. The
family were a long time sick—the doctor was their

constant attendant—and on their recovery, the poor

man felt new troubles coming upon him. " How, doc-

tor," said the unhappy man, '• am I to pay you, for all

your kindness, your attention and medicine ? You
see here a large family, destitute of every thing, save

the bare necessaries of life." "I have been faithful

to you," replied the doctor, " and am I not entitled to

a reward ?"
,

" You are, doctor, oh, you are ?" said the

trembling wife, " but do wait a little—we can't pay
you now." '^ I can inform you my good friends,'

said the inexorable physician, "that I am Jcnowing

to your having property enough to satisfy my de-

mands—and moreover, that I shall have it before

leaving the house." The poor family were thunder-

struck—they knew that no friendly feelings subsisted

between the proprietors of Rumford and Bow—but
had always heard the doctor applauded as a man of

benevolence and mercy. They knew not what to do.

At this moment, away scampered a flock of kittens

across the room, which the doctor seeing, caught one
of them and put it in his pocket. " I told you I

should have my pay, (said the doctor)—I have got

it.—Good bye, and God bless you !" Many anecdotes

of this kind are related of him ; and one of the last

acts of his life, was equally noble. Just before his

decease, he looked over his accounts, filled out re-

ceipts against all poor persons, who were indebted to

him, with directions that his executors should deliver

them to those concerned immediately after his death.

This was accordingly done.

1771.— On the 20th December, died Benjamin

EoLFE, Esq. who was one of the early settlers, a man

i
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of talents and education, and for many years one
of the principal citizens. He was for some time the

only magistrate in town, and in all its public trans-

actions, we find him conspicuous. Associated with
the Kev. Mr. Walker, whose eldest daughter he mar-
ried, he assisted in managing the defence of the in-

habitants against the vexatious proceedings of the

proprietors of Bow. And in the various papers

drawn up by him, and other memorials he has left,

are to be seen evidences of his care and ability. His
widow subsequently married Benjamin Thompson, a

school-master of this place, from Woburn, who was
afterwards distinguished as Count Kumford. Lady
Sarah Thompson died in Concord in 1792. Of her
last husband, a more particular notice will be given

hereafter.

1772.—At the annual meeting, £60 were " raised

for making and repairing highways." Hitherto no
specific sum had been appropriated, but the inhabi-

tants devoted each year a certain number of days
to that purpose. April 7, the parish voted to give

$500 for the meeting-house, then the property of

individuals ; and raised $50 in addition, " to be
given the proprietors of the meeting-house, in or-

der to complete the bargain." Messrs. John Kim-
ball, Thomas Stickney and John Bradley were au-

thorized to provide materials and superintend the

repairs of the house.

1773.—At the annual March meeting, A. M'Mil-

len, Esq. was authorized to present a petition to

the General Court, requesting "that the parish of

Concord may be annexed to the county of Hillsbo-

rough, provided that their might be an inferior and
superior court held annually in said parish."

1772. A meeting was holden the 7th of December this year, and Andrew M'Millen,

Esq. empowered "to petition the Hon. Gen. Court of the province (in behalf of the

town) for the privilege of laying out roads, as other towns have, and also that the

boundaries of Concord might be as extensive as the township of lium/ord formerly
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1774.—The -General Court of Massachusetts, in

consideration of the difficulties and embarrass-

ments which the grantees of Rumford had sustained

from the suits of the proprietors of Bow, granted
them a township in Maine, which w^as also called

Rumford, and was settled by inhabitants from this

town.

1775.—The commencement of this year was a
period of deep anxiety and gloom. The repeated

acts of aggression, on the part of the mother coun-

try, had driven the colonies into measures of re-

sistance, bold and decisive. The people were al-

most universally inspired with the belief that a

struggle must ensue, and the lovers of freedom
were every where "sounding notes of preparation."

Every village, however remote from the probable

scene of action, was filled with alarm, and groups of

citizens were seen in almost every corner, debating

the cause of their country. The alarm of the battle

at Lexington spread with rapidity throughout the

country. Immediately on the reception of the news
here, a company of 30 men, under the command of

Capt. Chandler, volunteered and repaired to Cam-
bridge, w^here they remained a fortnight. Captains

Abbot and Hutchins had now recruited companies for

eight months' service and joined the American forces.

They w^ere in the engagement at Bunker's Hill. One
person, William Mitchell, from this town, was killed

;

and a young man of the name of Peter Kimball,
wounded.
A committee of the provincial congress, which

met at Exeter in January, of this year, were directed

to address circulars to the several towns, to call

another convention. The selectmen called a meet-
ing of the inhabitants of Concord on the 11th of

1773. Lt. John Chandler was the first grand juror called from Concord, appoint-

ed Feb. 23, 1773,

1774. At the March meeting, Peter Green, Esq. was directed to present a petition to

the General Court for leave to send a representative.
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May, and Timothy Walker, jun. was elected " to

represent the inhabitants of Concord at the Gen-

eral Convention of Deputies, from the several towns
in this government, to be held at Exeter, the 17th

of May," and fully empowered " to pursue such meas-

ures as may be judged most expedient to restore the

rights of the colonies"—to serve for six months. At
the expiration of this period, he was again elected to

serve for a year. The town at their meeting in De-
cember, "voted to pay Capt. Abiel Chandler and
others, who went to Cambridge upon the alarm in

April, at the same rates allowed other troops of the

colony."

There remained in almost everv town some staunch

friends of the government, who, viewing the attempt

of the colonies to shake off their allegiance as despe-

rate and hopeless, preferred either to retire within the

acknowledged protection of the King's troops, or to

remain inactive and neutral. Benjamin Thompson
had already adopted the former course; and there

were several others who remained in town. But neu-

trality is esteemed little better than treason in times

like these. And to the moral habits of the people,

much more than to their feelings, wounded as they

were by any apparent treachery or neglect of duty,

were the opposers of the great cause indebted for

their personal safety.

1776.—Committees of safety were now appoint-

ed in the several towns of the colony, whose instruc-

tions were derived from the general committee ap-

pointed by the provincial Congress. Their powers
were extensive ; the trust one of great responsibility

—

and none but the firmest whigs were appointed.

Messrs. Philip Eastman, Thomas SticJcney, Timothy
Walker, jun, Joseph Hall, jun, and Richard Herbert,

were appointed the committee of safety in Concord
for this year.

1777.—Measures were this year taken for the

remuneration of soldiers engaged in the service of



188 Sketch of Concord, JST, K
the country from this town ; and £460 were raised

for the purpose. The sum of $100 was also appro-

priated for the use of the town, in the purchase of

ammunition, &c. This year, several individuals, sus-

pected of disaffection to the great cause of the

country, were arrested, and conveyed to Exeter, by
a number of the citizens of this place. A short im-

prisonment, or the public denunciation of the peo-

ple in town meeting, who declared them to be
" enemies to their suffering country, and unworthy the

countenance of its friends"—had the effect to

subdue their loyal spirit ; and when the almost cer-

tain prospect of success filled the hearts of the pat-

riotic multitude with joy and gratitude, they too,

could join in the general triumph.

1778.—At a town meeting in January, Col. Tho-

mas Stickney was instructed " to use his influence,

at the next session of the General Assembly, that

a full and free representation of the people of this

state be called as soon as conveniently may be, for the

sole purpose of laying a permanent plan or system

for the future government of this state."

1779, a convention, called for that purpose, drew up
a Plan of Government, and sent it forth among the

people ; but so deficient were its general provisions,

that it was rejected.

Another convention was soon called, which had
nine sessions, and continued from June, 1781, to

Oct. 1783. Their first plan of government was

1777. Committee of Safety.—Messrs. John Kimball, Thomas Stickney, Reuben Kim-
ball, Benjamin Emery and Richard Herbert.

1778. Col. Timothy Walker was elected a member of the convention which met at

Concord this year. The convention met in the meeting-house. Meshech Weare was
chairman. In December, Mr. Nathaniel Rolfe was chosen to represent the parish in the

General Assembly to be holden at Exeter.

1779. The parish proposed to give up the pew ground to any number of persons who
would finish the meeting-house, and add a porch; and the value of another porch ; and
to be at the expence of building the steeple. July 19th, the town voted to raise

^1124; 8 0, in addition to what had already been raised, for delraying the parish ex-

penses of that year. Sept. 6, the same year, the adjourned meeting voted to raise

•£500 more. The question was taken on the acceptance of the plan of government
offered to the people, and there were 26 in favor, and 26 against it.
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printed and sent to every town ; and the inhabitants

were requested to state their objections to any particu-

lar part.

1782.—At the town meeting in Concord, Jan. 21st5

" it was put to vote to see if the parish would accept

the plan of government, as it now stands, and there

appeared 48 against said plan, and none for it.

" Voted, to have a town representation.
" Voted, to have a Governor at the head of the leg-

islative body.
" Voted, that the Governor shall not have a privy

council.

" Voted, that the people at large shall appoint their

militia officers."

A second plan was sent out by the convention as-

sembled at Concord, which was most generally ap-

proved, but was not completed when the news of

peace arrived.—The old form, having expired with

the war, was revived for one year by the votes of

the people in town-meetings.

A meeting of the inhabitants of Concord was
holden Nov. 29th, for the purpose of considering the

second plan of government, proposed by the con-

vention. A committee, consisting of Col. Tim-

1780. July. The town at a full meeting, voted to give the soldiers that had lately

" engaged to serve in the Continental Army, ten bushels of com per month, or money
equal thereto." In March, Col. Thomas Stickney was appointed agent to petition the

General Assembly, for the extension of the limits of the town, to the ancient bounda-

ries of Rumford. Major Jonathan Hale, in December, was instructed "to join in call-

ing a convention to settle a plan of government for this State."

1781. In the beginning of this year, the General Court having called for sixteen

soldiers, Capt. Aaron Kinsman, Lieut. Ezra Carter, Lieut. Asa Kimball, and Ensign

James Mitchel, were appointed a committee to procure them. They were enlisted prin-

cipally in this town. Feb. 6th, the town " voted to raise 1000 Spanish milled dollars,

in order to enable the parish to procure the soldiers that are now called for to fill up
the Continental Army."' The selectmen were authorized to lease all the interval lands,

and the house lot belonging to the school right, for seven years. Timothy Walker was
authorized to petition for a lottery, to build a bridge over Merrimack river; also to sup-

port the petition for extending the bounds of the town.

1782. At the annual meeting this year, the inhabitants voted S5 for every grown
wolf, and $2.50 for every whelp; 2«. per day were to be allowed for labor on highways.
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othy Walker, 'Col. Thomas Stickney, Capt. Benja-

min Emery, Capt. Reuben Kimball, Lt. John Bradley,

Dr. Peter Green and Mr. Henry Martin, were appoint-

ed to take the subject into consideration, and report

thereon. At the next meeting, Dec. 16th, there were
52 voters present, all of whom " voted to reject the

new constitution, in its present form ;" but proposed

the following amendments, viz :
" that the Governor

and Privy Council be left out, and that there be a

President, a Legislative Council, and a House of Rep-

resentatives ; and that the powers which are vested

in the Governor and Council be vested in the Council

and House of Representatives." On the question of

adopting the instrument, with those amendments,
there were 30 votes in the affirmative.

On the 2d September, 1782, died the venerable

Timothy Walker, the first minister, and one of the

first settlers, of the town of Concord. He was born at

Woburn, Mass. in 1706 ; and after having graduated at

Harvard college, in 1725, he pursued the usual course

of theological studies. On the 18th of November,
1730, upon the unanimous invitation of the proprietors

of the newly granted township of Penacook, he was
ordained their pastor.^ After his ordination, Mr. W.
returned with the council, and soon came up with his

wife, and other settlers, with four of their wives.

These were the first women that came into the town,

excepting two who passed the previous winter in the

block-house, (meeting-house.) Mr. W. erected his

house on Horseshoe pond hill ; but after the Indians

became hostile, he removed his house into a fort

which he erected, and remained within its walls, with

seven other families, until the wars, in which the

Indians engaged, were ended. During this time, the

house ofworship stood without the walls of the garrison

See notice of Mr. "Walker's settlement, p. 161.
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where the inhabitants attended armed and in com-

panies.

Many anecdotes are related of Mr. W. which
prove him to have been a favorite with the Indians,

who, even in times of danger and hostiHties, were
hospitably entertained within the walls of his fort.

The merciless cruelties of the Indians, exercised most
frequently upon the weak and defenceless, had crea-

ted a sentiment of hostility against them, which now,
as their extermination seemed rapidly approaching,

rendered these little offices of friendship very delight-

ful to them. An Indian never forgets a benefit, and
many of them regarded Mr. W. as a father and
friend.

The years of Mr. W. until the dispute between
Bow, (or rather the government of New-Hampshire)
and Concord, were passed in opening and improving

his farm, and in the discharge of his parochial duties.

At this time, he was chosen agent for the town to

defend their law suits, and for this purpose made
three voyages to England. Sir William Murray, after-

wards Lord Mansfield, was his counsellor and advo-

cate in the first cause. The last case detained him in

England about two years. During this period, he
had frequent interviews with Lord Mansfield at his

Chambers, who the year before, was his counsel, and
the conversation was often relative to the affairs

of America. Mr. Kilby, an eminent merchant of Bos-

touj was at that time in London, and introduced Mr.

W. to many of the Ministry. From the manner and
spirit of their remarks, when they spoke of America,

he was convinced, and observed to the late Dr. Chaun-
cey, "that nothing but the absolute submission of

the colonies would satisfy Britain, and that, in the

end, we must have a war with Old England and a

league with France.". He was ever a firm advocate

for the rights of the colonies, and at the commence-
ment of hostilities in 1775, although far advanced in

years, he encouraged the people to be decided and

I
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persevering in their struggle for Independence. He
was chosen by the town a delegate to the first Pro-

vincial Congress, and evinced great ardor in the Amer-
ican cause, and an unshaken conviction of its justice

and success. He did not live, however, to see the

truth of his predictions, and the accomplishment of

his most sanguine wishes.

Mr. Walker's zeal in the cause of his country was
firm and untiring. When Capt. Jonathan Eastman
returned from Bennington, bringing the first intelli-

gence of the victory, Mr. Walker came running out

to meet him, eagerly inquiring " What news ? friend

Eastman ! what news ?" The captain related to him
the joyal tidings ; and the good old patriot exclaimed,
'^ Blessed be God ! the country is saved—I can now
die in peace

!"

In his ministry, Mr. Walker was extremely toler-

ant. Firm in his own tenets
;

yet to others of

different persuasions, kind and charitable ; forcibly

recommending to all, what he adopted himself, the

Bible alone as the rule of their faith and practice.

Under his ministry, for 52 years, the town was har-

moniously united in one congregation, and he died

universally lamented by a people, among whom he

had lived in honor and usefulness.

The constitution of 1783 was accepted by the peo-

ple, and introduced at Concord, June 2d, 1784, by a

religious solemnity.

Until this period, the town had been styled and
recognized in all its proceedings, as " the parish of

Concord," being thus named, in the act of incorpora-

tion. January 2d, this year, by an act of the legis-

lature, " a gore of land lying at the north-east corner

of Concord, consisting of about 1050 acres, in Loudon
and Canterbury," was annexed to " the town of Con-

cord."

1783. Labor on the highway, 4s. per diem. At a meeting Sept. 29, this year,

" voted to receive the Constitution of Government as altered in June last." Yeas

20. Nays 10.
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1785.—The main-street was laid out by a com-

mittee, consisting of Messrs. Benjamin Emery, Joseph

Hall, John Bradley, Reuben Kimball and Joseph

Farnum.
1786.—Though the State had now recovered

from the anxieties and dangers of a revolution, a

spirit of disquietude still existed among the peo-

ple. The large debt occasioned by the war threw

heavy burthens upon them, and the constant de-

preciation of the currency, aided by its frequent is-

sue, caused loud complaints. The call for a new
emission of paper was incessant and clamorous. In

almost every town, meetings were holden and the

subject debated with warmth. The citizens of

Concord, however, in town meeting, voted, " that it

was inexpedient for this state to make paper money
on any plan whatever." Those who were zealous

for paper currency, and against the laws which
obliged them to pay their debts, now became clam-

orous against the courts and lawyers : they held

them up as public nuisances, and wished to abolish

the one, that they might impose a sufficient check

upon the exactions of the other. An attempt was
made to call a convention at Concord, during the

session of the legislature, who should petition the

government in favor of the plan. It was thought
that the presence of a large body of men, convened
under such circumstances, would have great weight
The attempt was defeated in a manner singular and
ludicrous.

At the first sitting of the assembly in June, when
only five members of the proposed convention were
in town, some wags, among whom were several

young lawyers, pretended to have been chosen by
the towns in which they lived for the same purpose.

In conference with the five, they penetrated their

I

views, and persuaded them to post an advertisement,

requesting all the members who were in town to

assemble immediately, it being of the utmost im-

1

13
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portance to pi'esent their petition as early in the

session as possible. By this mean, sixteen pretended

members, with five real ones, formed themselves into

a convention, choosing one of the five their president,

and one of the sixteen their clerk. They carried on

their debates and passed votes with much apparent

solemnity. Having framed a petition, complaining

in the most extravagant terms of their grievances

;

praying for a loan of three millions of dollars, funded

on real estate; for the abolition of inferior courts,

and a reduction of the number of lawyers to only two

in each county; and for a free trade with all the

world ; they went in procession to the Assembly,

(some of whom had been previously let into the

secret) and with great formality presented their peti-

tion, which was suffered to lie on the table. The
convention then dissolved—the petition was with-

drawn—and when others, who had been really chosen

by the towns, arrived, they were exceedingly morti-

fied on finding their views for that time so completely

frustrated. The proceedings of this mock convention

w^ere, for a long time, subjects of sport and ridicule.

The public excitement, however, did not stop here.

County conventions were called—petitions presented

to the legislature—and the ferment at last subsided in

the arrest and punishment of the riotors at Exeter.*

The meeting-house was this year finished, and
the pews disposed of At a meeting in December,
the town voted " to give Mr. Jonathan WilJcins a call

to the pastoral care of the church ; and a salary

(in case he accepted) of £100, with the use of the

parsonage, excepting the meadow lot—beside £200
as a settlement." Mr. Wilkins did not accept the in-

vitation.

At their annual meeting in 1788, the town voted

to petition the legislature for a new county. Col.

Timothy Walker was appointed agent, and directed

*See Belknap's account of the insurrection, &c. vol. ii, ch. 27, Hist. N. H.



Sketch of Concord, iV. K 195

to correspond with gentlemen in other towns upon
the subject. Sept. 1, the inhabitants voted to give

Mr. Israel Evans a call to the ministry, with £90
salary, and the use of the parsonage, three acres

excepted, which had been disposed of; and also

£15 addition to his salary annually, instead of a
' settlement.'

In March, 1789, Mr. Evans accepted the call of the

church and people, and his installation took place on
the 1st July following. Introductory prayer, by
Rev. Jeremy Belknap ; Discourse, by Eev. Mr. Eckley,

of Boston ; Ordaining prayer, by Rev. Mr. Wood-
man ; Charge, by Rev. Dr. Macclintock ; Fellowship

of the Churches, by Rev. Mr. Colby ; and Concluding

prayer, by Rev. Mr. Smith.

Rev. Mr. Evans continued to preach unto the peo-

ple of this place, until 1797. In April, of that year,

he announced his " intention of resigning to the town
their pulpit, and of finishing his work of the ministry

in the place on the first of July." The town signified

to him their approbation of his intention, and appoint-

ed a committee to wait upon the Ecclesiastical Coun-
cil, and lay before them the proceedings of the town
in that respect. The Council approved of their pro-

ceedings ; and as no formal charges had been exhibit-

ed against Mr. Evans, they recommended him " to the

churches, and to the work of the ministry, wherever
God in his providence might open a door."

Measures were taken without delay to settle

another clergyman, and on the 28th December, the

town voted to invite Mr. Asa M'Farland to settle

among them. A salary of $350, with the use of

all the improved lands of the parsonage, was voted,

with " liberty to cut what wood and timber on the

out-lands he might need." Jan. 27, 1798, Rev. Mr.
M'Farland, in an affectionate letter to the church
and people, accepted their call to the pastoral care

of the church ; and his ordination took place on
the 7th March following. The officiating clergy-
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men, were the ^ev. Stephen Peabody, of Atkinson

;

Kev. John Smith, of Hanover; Rev. Joseph Wood-
man, of Sanbornton ; Rev. Zaccheus Colbj, of Pem-
broke ; Rev. Frederick Parker, of Canterbury ; Rev.
Jedidiah Tucker, of Loudon ; and Rev. Josiah Car-

penter, of Chichester. Mr. M'Farland was a native

of Worcester, Mass., born April 19, 1769 ; was
graduated at Dartmouth College in 1793, and after-

wards served as a tutor for two years. The degree

of D. D. was conferred upon him by Yale College,

under the venerable Dwight, in 1809, and the same
year, he was appointed a trustee of Dartmouth
College. This latter appointment, he resigned in

1821.=^

On the 21st June, 1798, died Major Daniel Liver-

more, aged 49. He was an active officer during the

revolution, and in many of those important battles

which decided the fate of the contest. He was a

useful citizen, and was repeatedly honored by his

fellow townsmen.
With the public transactions of the town subse-

quent to this period, perhaps every citizen is well

acquainted. Its proceedings have been those

merely which related to its internal affairs, and are

too recent, too fresh in the memory, to need recital.

It is interesting, however, to glance at the rapid

improvements in business and wealth which have
been made here within the last twenty years. In

1798, there were but two or three trading houses in

town ; the settlements were thinly scattered ; and
though there were then several enterprising and ac-

tive citizens, engaged in business, the village did

not exhibit that outward show of prosperity

which it does at present. The grounds where the

* The ancestors of Dr. M'Farland were among that colony of Scots, who, in the
reign of James I., removed to the province of Ulster, in Ireland. His grandfather,
Andrew M'Farland, emigrated to this country, and settled in Worcester, about the
time of the settlement of Londonderry, in this State. He left three sons, William,
James and Daniel. William died at Worcester, and also James, the father of
Dr. M'F.—Daniel removed to the western part of Pennsylvania, about the com-
mencement of the revolution, and finally settled on the Monongahela, where his
descendants now live.
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lofty edifices erected by the State are situated, were

then covered with bushes and trees; and if the

prophecy of a facetious legislator, who dreaded some
Egyptian visiters, had no foundation, he might have
stated that its thickets had afforded shelter to far less

musical animals.

The public buildings are the Capitol, the State

Penitentiary, the Court-House, and the meeting-

house.

The building of the Capitol was commenced in

1816 ; and the legislature convened in its halls in

1819. It is situated in the centre of the village, up-

on a gently inclined plane between Main and State

streets, and has two regular fronts, east and west.

The centre of the building is fifty feet in front by
fifty-seven in depth ; the wings are each thirty-

eight feet in front by forty-nine in depth ; the

whole making a parallelogram of one hundred and
twenty-six feet in length by forty-nine in width,

with the addition of a projection in the centre of

each front of four feet. It is two stories above the

basement, which rises five feet above the surface

of the ground : the first story is nineteen feet

;

the second eighteen feet in the wing, and thirty-

1790. Aug. 30. The town voted " one hundred pounds for building a house for the

accommodation of the General Court," to be 80 by 40 teet, and fifteen feet post.

1792. Oct. 11. The Uth regiment, for the first time paraded on Eastman's plain,

1794. Dec. 8th, The town voted " to give, in addition to the Continental pay for

the town's quota of minute-men, so much as shall make each one's pay eight dollars

per month, and one month's pay to be advanced to each man when they shall be called

to march."

1796. The inhabitants voted to finish the town-house, and appropriated £60 for that

purpose.

1797. At a meeting in December, it was " voted that the men that enlist, shall have
ten dollars with what the Congress give, and if called into service to have one month's
pay in advance," Also, " voted that the selectmen give those persons that shall enlist,

a HANDSOME TREAT at the expense of the town."
1798. This year, the lines between Concord and Loudon, were perambulated and

fixed by the selectmen of the respective towns.

1800. Lines between Hopkinton and Concord, and Canterbury and Concord, per-

ambulated by the selectmen ; and again in 1808.

1805. Lines run between Boscawen and Concord by selectmen.

1813. Bye-laws adopted relative to extinguishing of fires.

I
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one in the centre. The roofs of the wings are lev-

elled at the outer ends and rise ten feet against the

body of the centre ; the roof of the centre rises

thirteen feet, presenting gable ends in front; from
the middle of which, the cupola rises, eighteen feet

square, to the height of fifteen feet above the ridge

;

thence in an octangular form, thirteen feet in diame-

ter, seventeen feet, and is covered with a roof in the

form of an inverted acorn rising to the height cf nine

feet, and surmounted with a gilt ball, thirty-three

inches in diameter, on which stands an eagle six and
a half feet in height, with its wings partially ex-

panded. Each front has in its lower story three doors

and six windows, and in its upper story, nine win-

dows, with a semi-elliptical window in each gable

end: four windows in the south, and two in the

north end. The outside walls of the building are of

granite stone, hammered, and built in a plain style

—

the only ornament being a Tuscan frontispiece of

stone work at each central front door. The roof and
cupola are of wooden materials. The roof is orna-

mented with a coving appropriate to the Doric order,

and a balustrade upon the wings. The square part of

the cupola is ornamented with twelve Ionic columns,

three at each corner, placed in a triangular position,

with an appropriate coving and bulstrade. The oc-

tangular part has one Ionic column at each corner,

surmounted with an urn.

In the second story of the centre is the Repre-
sentatives' chamber, with an arched ceiling rising

thirty feet from the floor, elegantly finished with
stucco-work. The north wing contains the Senate
chamber, eighteen feet in height, with a beautiful

ceiling of plaistering, ornamented with stucco-work,

supported by four Ionic columns and an equal num-
ber of pilasters. This room, for its neatness and
elegance of finishing, is not perhaps inferior to any
in the United States. In the south wing are con-

tained the Council chamber and anti-chamber, both of
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which are finished in a handsome style. In the same
wing, in the lower story, which is divided into two
parts, are the Secretary's and Treasurer's offices, over

which is a suite of committee rooms. In the north

wing, under the Senate chamber, is a spacious room
intended for public hearings before committees of the

legislature. Under the Kepresentatives' chamber, is

an open area, in which are eight Doric columns, sup-

porting the flooring above. This area, with the ad-

jacent passages in the wings, cooled by the current

of fresh air passing through the spacious doors and
windows opening into them, affords, in the warm
month of June, a delightful retreat to legislators,

when fatigued by long attention to their arduous

duties, or heated by the ardor of debate, aboye stairs;

and it is by no means an uncommon case to see them
availing themselves of the benefits of this pleasant

retirement.

The lot on which the State House stands con-

tains something more than two acres, enclosed on
its sides with a solid wall of hammered stone about

five feet high ; the front fences are of stone posts

and sills and iron castings, with gates of the same
material.

The expences of building this house, including the

fences, the lot of ground on which it stands and the

furniture of the house, amounted to nearly eighty-

two thousand dollars. Few public buildings in the

United States are superior to this in the beauty
of its construction, or the convenience of its apart-

ments. The architects were Messrs. Stuart J. Park
and Levi Brigham ; the superintending committee,
Messrs. Albe Cady, William Low and Jeremiah Pecker.

The lot of land on which the building stands, the

stone for the house, and drawing the same, were
furnished the State by a few public spirited individ-

uals, at an expense of about $4000.
The State Prison was erected in 1812 ; and cost,

with the appurtenances, about $37,000; since which
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time nearly $5i000 have been drawn from the public

treasury to defray the expense of additional build-

ings, and a new work house, the first one having been
destroyed by fire in 1819. The prison is situated on
State street, north of the Capitol, and is three stories

high, built entirely of granite. It is 70 feet in length,

36 feet wide, the walls of which are three feet in

thickness. It contains in all 36 cells, the dimensions

of which are 8 feet by 9, with the exception of six

in the upper story, for the accommodation of the sick,

&c. which are 10 by 17. The yard is enclosed by a

faced wall of 259 feet by 192, fourteen feet high,

surmounted by a range of pickets ten feet in length.

Connected with the prison, is a house for the ac-

commodation of the warden, his family, guards, &c.,

built also of granite, four stories high, exclusive of

the basement, and is 49 feet by 22. The officers, &c.

of this institution are a warden, physician, chaplain,

deputy-warden, four guards, two overseers of the

work-shops—the whole of whom receive their pay
directly from the proceeds of the prison, with the ex-

ception of the warden, whose salary, $800, is drawn
from the treasury. The Governor and Council, for

the time being, constitute the board of directors, or

visiters. The convicts are employed in stone-cut-

ting, coopering, smithing, shoe-making, weaving and
tailoring.

The meeting-house was erected in 1751. Pre-

vious to this, the inhabitants worshipped in the

building, erected in 1727, for the defence of the set-

tlement. In 1802, an addition was made to the

front of the present house, consisting of a semi-

circle, projecting thirty feet, and divided into seven

angles, with a gallery. This alteration makes the

house one of the largest and most convenient in the

State.

The county Court-House was originally the town
house, and was altered and repaired during the year

1823, expressly for the purpose of accommodating
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the courts, at the expense, partly of the town, and
partly of individuals. It is one of the most com-
modious county buildings in the State.

The Society of Friends have a meeting-house,

standing near the Congregational church. And the

building of a new brick church for the Baptists was
commenced in the fall of 1823, a few rods south of

the Capitol.

An act of the Legislature, passed July 1, 1823,

constituting the county of Merrimack, established

this town as the seat of justice. This measure so

highly beneficial to the people of the new county,

will also prove a source of additional business to the

town.

During the brief period which has elapsed since

the commencement of the present century, many
estimable and useful men have departed. Nearly all

the children and grand-children of the first settlers

have left the stage ; and a new generation, actuated

by different motives, enjoying superior advantages,

are succeeding them, reaping the fruits of their toils,

their enterprize and watchfulness. It is to be hoped
they will imitate their virtues, their strict moral
habits, and their persevering industry in the common
pursuits of life.

It will not be deemed impertinent, in closing these

brief sketches, to notice some of the most distinguished

citizens of this town, who have deceased. In doing

this, the writer is actuated by no other motive than a

•wish to perpetuate their good fame, and with it, the

salutary influence of their examples. The memory of

great and good men, whatever may have been their

sphere of action, exalted or humble, should be warm-

ly cherished, if not for the delight with which we
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may contemplate their character, and the lessons

we may draw therefrom,—at least for the rich impres-

sions it may give the generations that are to come.

If many names of worth and usefulness are left

unnoticed, the apology must be, not that the writer

was unwilling to extend these notices, but that, after

a long period of diligent research, he has been able

to obtain no more.

Sir BENJAMIN THOMPSON.

Benjamin Thompson, though not a native of this

town, spent several years of usefulness in the place.

He was born at Woburn, Mass. March 26, 1753.

His father died while he was very young, leaving

him to the care of a guardian. He received a com-
mon school education, and was placed first with

Dr. Hay, a physician of Woburn, where during the

intervals of study, he amused himself in making sur-

gical instruments, &c. which he finished in a hand-

some style. He was next placed as clerk in a store

at Salem. His aversion to this business was soon

manifested, and he was oftener found with a pen-

knife, file and gimblet under the counter, than with

his pen and books in the counting-room. He was
fond of the study of chemistry, and enthusiastic in

his devotion to mechanics and mathematics. At
Salem, he undertook to prepare some fire works,

or rockets. While pounding the ingredients, it was
supposed a particle of sand, treacherously concealed

in the mass, caused a scintillation, and the whole ex-

ploded in his face and bosom. The injury which he

experienced was severe, and added to a temporary
loss of sight, the skin of his face and bosom was taken

away with the bandages. Such an apprentice, it

might easily be perceived, would not answer the pur-

poses of a merchant.

Young Thompson continued his studies and phi-

losophical inquiries with diligence. Among other
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things, he attempted to solve that great desidera-

tum—/^erpe^z^a? motion. After residing at Salem and
Boston about two years, he returned to his mother in

Woburn, his friends receiving him with unwelcome
pity, impressed with a belief that he would never fix

his mind upon any regular employment, by which he
could gain a support.

Through the kindness of a friend, Thompson
was admitted to the philosophical lectures com-
menced at Cambridge about the year 1769 ; this

was a rich feast to him, and he zealously improved
his opportunity, making rapid advances in his fa-

vorite studies. In 1772, he commenced school-keep-

ing in Bradford, Mass. ; and soon after removed to

this town. He taught school here with success ; and
afterwards married Mrs. Sarah Rolfe, widow of B.

Rolfe, Esq. and daughter of the first minister of Con-

cord, by whom he had one daughter, lately living in

France. Pleased with parade and the beau monde,
and enjoying from the goodness of nature all the

personal recommendations, which attract the admira-

tion of the world, he never appeared at public enter-

tainments, or in fashionable circles, without being re-

spectfully noticed. In an excursion, which he made
from Concord to Portsmouth, with his lady, to be
present at a military review or some holiday, his gen-

teel appearance and manly, impressive address at-

tracted the observation of many, and among others

he w^as particularly noticed by the governor, Went-
worth, who invited him to his party, and never spoke

of Mr. Thompson but with delight. The civil and
friendly manner, in which he had thus been treated

by the Governor, was not mere etiquette, as was suffi-

ciently manifested a little time afterwards, by having
the offer of a Major's commission. This mark of

esteem and confidence was peculiarly gratifying to

Mr. Thompson, as he possessed a genius and taste for

military operations.

Mr. Thompson lived with his wife about two
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years ; when Ihe revolution commencing, and being

a staunch friend of the governmentj he was obliged

to quit his family and rural residence ; and he re-

tired within the lines of the British army. In Oc-

tober, 1775, he went to Ehode-Island ; embarked
for Boston harbor ; and in January following, sailed

for England. On arriving in London, he was intro-

duced to Lord Germaine. (afterwards Lord Sackville)

then presiding at the head of the American depart-

ment, who conceived a warm friendship for him. In

his office, he enjoyed an honorable post, until, nearly

at the close of the contest, he was sent over to

New-York ; raised a regiment of dragoons ; ob-

tained the provincial rank of lieutenant colonel, and
became entitled to half-pay, which he received till his

death.

After his return to England, in 1784, the King
conferred upon him the honor of knighthood. This

event was a prelude to public honors elsewhere.

—

Sir Benjamin Thompson had become acquainted

with the minister of one of the most respectable

German princes. This, together with his growing
greatness, induced his Serene Highness the Elector

Palatine, reigning Duke of Bavaria, to invite him
into his service, and honorable terms were proposed

to him. He applied for, and obtained the King's

permission to proceed to Munich. Here he soon
obtained considerable influence in public affairs—was
instrumental in the introduction of various reforms

in the police—and enjoying the confidence and pat-

ronage of the Prince, he had an opportunity to reduce

to practice his schemes of economy and public im-

provement. He was soon raised to the highest mili-

tary rank, and created a Count of the Empire. The
remembrance of his native land, and of his youthful

enjoyments in this town, induced him to add to his

title that of Rumford, Mendicity had become a

public calamity in many of the German cities, and
threatened the most alarming consequences. Con-
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ceiving the project of applying a remedy, and having

taken the proper measures, Count Eumford, at a given

day and hour, accompanied by several military offi-

cers, and a body of troops, issued orders for seizing

all the beggars at Munich ; and being determined to

obviate the possibility of disgrace, attached to such a

measure, he began by arresting the first proper object

with his own hands. No sooner had he done this,

than the officers and men, without making any scru-

ple or difficulty whatever, cleared the streets with

promptness and success ; but at the same time with

all imaginable good nature—so that in the course of

a single day, not a beggar was to be seen in the

whole range of the metropolis. But to sweep away
the whole mendicant tribe, would have done nothing

effectual, had not houses of industry been opened for

their constant employment, and wholesome viands

been procured them. His scheme succeeded ad-

mirably. By active exertions, he introduced vari-

ous manufactures, and thus affording employment
to the poorer classes, prevented a renewal of for-

mer scenes of indolence, suffering, and vice. Where-
ever he went, his schemes for the public advantage
were well received ; and his fame as a philosopher

and philanthropist continued to increase. He re-

ceived many favors from the sovereigns of the conti-

nent. The Elector Palatine created him a Count,

and procured for him the order of St. Stanislaus,

from the King of Poland ; made him a knight, cham-
berlain, privy counsellor of state, lieutenant general

in his service, as Duke of Bavaria, colonel of his regi-

ment of artillery, and commander-in-chief of the gen-

eral staff of his army. He was also honored by all

the learned societies of Europe, and of his native

country. But these high-sounding titles were mere
baubles, when compared to his just fame as a philoso-

pher. • He made liberal bequests to different institu-

tions in his native country ; and died at his country
seat of Auteuil, France, where he had spent the latter
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years of his life, in 1814. An eloquent eulogy on his

character was read before the Institute of France, by
M. Cuvier, Jan. 9, 1815, in which a just view is taken
of his various discoveries in science, and of his per-

sonal exertions and fame.

Little did his friends, who witnessed with sorrow
his juvenile pranks, his disregard of any regular

business, anticipate his future fame. Little did the

scholars who attended to his instructions in this

village in 1773-4, and who were sometimes amused
with his athletic exercises, and his odd experiments
—dream that their master was to be clothed with
the stars of princes, and acquire a fame that should

be lasting and honorable. While contemplating his

character, we do not stop to inquire the motives
which induced him to abandon the cause of his na-

tive country ; but reflect, that, though driven from
her shores, and grown illustrious amongst her ene-

mies, he yet bequeathed to her institutions his estate,

to her citizens his fame.

Hon. THOMAS W. THOMPSON.

On the first day of October, 1821, died the hon-
orable Thomas W. Thompson. He was born in Boston,

Mass. in the month of March, in the year 1765. His
father, the late deacon Thomas Thompson, w^as a
native of Alnwick, in North-Britain. His mother,
Isabella White, was born in Glasgow, in Scotland.

The period of their emigration from Europe to Bos-
ton is not recollected. They removed from Boston
to Newburyport, when he was quite young. He was
fitted for college at Dummer Academy, in the parish

of Byfield, in Newbury, Mass. by the venerable
Samuel Moody, a Preceptor, who w^as no less dis-

tinguished for talent at governing his pupils, than for

his thorough knowledge of the Latin, Greek, and
Hebrew languages. He entered the college at 'Cam-
bridge in the year 1782, and received the degree of

A. B. in 1786. Soon after he left college, the insur-
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rection in Massachusetts, of which Daniel Shays was
nominal leader, broke out, and he entered into the

army as an aid to General Lincoln, commander of

the army of Massachusetts, and served during the

whole campaign, in a severe winter, and until the in-

surrection was quelled. He afterwards pursued the

study of Theology, in order to qualify himself for

the pulpit. While engaged in that study, he was ap-

pointed a Tutor in the College at Cambridge ; he
accepted the appointment, and was very much a

favorite with the students, to whom he was rendered

peculiarly agreeable by the suavity of his manners,

and native, easy, unaffected politeness—qualities, at

that day, too rare among the learned instructors of

colleges. Leaving the office of tutor, he commenced
the study of law, under the tuition of Theophilus

Parsons, " the giant of the law," who then lived at

Newburyport. Being admitted to practice at the bar,

he came into New-Hampshire in June, 1791, and
commenced practice near the south meeting-house,

in Salisbury, where he remained about one year, and
then removed to the river road, in Salisbury, where
he continued in the practice of law until he went
the first time to Washington, a representative in

Congress. He then withdrew from judicial courts,

though he continued through life to give advice as a

counsellor at law. Soon after he came into this

State, his talents, industry, integrity, and knowledge
of the law, introduced him to a very extensive and
lucrative practice, and he became well known at the

bar, in most of the counties in this State.

In the year 1801, he became a member of the

board of trustees of Dartmouth college, and con-

tinued such, until he resigned his seat a short time

before his death. Of this board, he was an active

and efficient member. He was, from 1805 to 1807, a
Eepresentative, and once a Senator in the Congress
of the United States. He represented the town
of Salisbury once or twice in the Legislature. After
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his removal to "Concord, he was several times elected

a Representative of that town. He was Speaker
of the House of Representatives of this State at

a time when party spirit w^as at its greatest height

;

and, even at that time, his political opponents

bore willing testimony to his candor, ability and
impartiality in the discharge of the duties of that

office.

In the year 1809, he removed from Salisbury to

Concord, where he ever after resided until his

death. In August, 1819, he sat out on a journey
to Quebec, and was on board the steam-boat Phoe-

nix, bound from Burlington to Canada, at the time

of its destruction by fire at midnight on lake Cham-
plain. The vessel was all on fire, and the people

on board were leaving her in two small boats, while

he was left asleep. Waking, he saw the situa-

tion of the vessel, and that the last boat was leav-

ing her. He jumped into the boat, already filled

nearly to sinking, and was the last person who
escaped from the burning vessel. The terrors and
fatigue of that night probably produced the disease

which put a period to his life.

Hon. TIMOTHY WALKER.

The honorable Timothy Walker, son of the first

minister of Concord, was born in 1737, on the pa-

ternal farm where he died. May 5, 1822. His ear-

lier years were employed in the pursuits of hus-

bandry, and the acquirement of an education ; he
was a good farmer, and his reputation as a scholar

stood high in the class which graduated at Cam-
bridge in 1756. He at first designed to engage in

the work of the ministry, and qualified himself for

that purpose. But the increasing complaints of his

country were to him the premonitions of a mighty
struggle, and convinced him that she would soon
need active spirits on her side. He resolved to re-

\
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linquish his favorite design, and exert himself for

the good of his country.

At the commencement of the revolution, a period

of much doubt and peril, when most men were
agitated, and many trembled for the fate of the colo-

nies—Walker was found among the most judicious,

yet determined supporters of the revolution. In

almost every town of the country there were many
still loyal to the British crown, and who, though in

common with their fellow citizens they felt its un-

hallowed oppressions, were yet willing to endure
them. To Counteract their exertions was required

the utmost vigilance of every friend of liberty. At
this critical moment, when the alternative presented

of abandoning the country, or arresting her inbred

enemies—when personal friendships must be sacri-

ficed at the altar of freedom, and the charities of

private life be broken off in watchfulness of public

enemies, — Walker was eminently useful ; and
though he exerted himself to prevent unnecessary

riots or tumultuous proceedings, he was vigilant in

pursuing the proper course to subserve the inter-

ests of the country. He was entrusted with vari-

ous duties by the government, and in 1776, was a

member of the Committee of Safety for the State,

who in the recess of Congress, exercised the pow-
ers of that body. He commanded a regiment of

minute-men in New-Hampshire, was afterwards

paymaster of the New-Hampshire forces, and serv-

ed a campaign at Winter-Hill under General Sulli-

van. He was a member of the convention which
formed our excellent Constitution, was afterwards

frequently elected a Representative and Senator to

the State Legislature, and was ever found an unde-
viating advocate of the cause of his country. He
was for several years chief-justice of the court

of common pleas, and was respected for his up-

rightness and candor.

14 '

'

-.-'-
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At an advanced age, Judge Walker retired from
active life to the enjoyment of his farm, and domes-

tic ease and affluence. In private life, he was ami-

able and sincere ; in his manners, frank and honor-

able ; and in his conversation, exhibiting the agree-

able powers of an independent and well cultivated

mind. To the aged, he was a cheerful and kind

companion ; to the young, a paternal friend and
counsellor ; and both had before them in his life

a pattern of public and private rectitude.

Doctor PHILIP CARRIGAIK.

Doctor Philip Carrigain, was born in the city of

New-York, A. D. 1746. His father, who was also

a physician, emigrated from one of the British ports,

to that city ; where he died after a short residence.

From the little that has been preserved of his

history, it is known that he was for some time a

student, or an assistant^ in one of the Hospitals in

London ; and that he was in the service of the Pre-

tender in Scotland, A. D. 1745 ; and from memorials

he has left, appears to have been a finished scholar.

Doct. C. was brought in his youth to Haverhill,

Mass. where he studied physic with the late Dr.

Bricket. He came to Concord in 1768, where he
established himself as a physician and surgeon.

There were then but few of the faculty, in this section

of the country; and as he discovered extraordinary

skill and decision, in the management of the cases

confided to him. he rose rapidly to the highest

eminence in his profession, and for the greater part

of his succeeding life, had a more extensive practice,

than perhaps, any other physician of his time, m the

State. He died in August, 1806. His lady died the

December preceding. She was the daughter of the

late Thomas Clough, Esq., of Canterbury, and was
remarkable for the strength and fortitude of her

mind; and for her humanity and judgment, in attend-

ing and administering to the sick.
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Rev. ISRAEL EVANS.

The reverend Israel Evans, the second clergy-

man settled in Concord, was born in Pennsylvania

in 1747; received his education at Princeton col-

lege, where he graduated in 1772; was settled

here July 1, 1789 ; resigned his pastoral charge
July 1, 1797. He was engaged previous to his set-

tlement here, in the capacity of chaplain in the rev-

olutionary army, and was the only chaplain, who
continued in service during the whole struggle.

He was with Montgomery before Quebeck—at the

capture of Burgoyne—accompanied Gen. Sullivan

on his Indian expedition, and witnessed the surren-

der of Cornwallis at Yorktown. His zeal in the

cause of his country frequently led him to expose
his life in battle

;
particularly, in Sullivan's engage-

ment with the Indians, where he acted as an aid to

the general. He died on the 9th of March, 1807, at

the age of 60 years.

Col. THOMAS STICKNEY.

Col. Thomas Stickney died in this town on the 26th
of January, 1809, in the 80th year of his age. He
was a native of Bradford, Mass. and son of Lieut.

Jeremiah Stickney, who settled in this town, when
the former was but two years of age, about the year
1731. In common with others of his fellow-citizens,

Stickney was exposed to the dangers of Indian war-

fare, and was useful to the settlement in forwarding

active measures of defence. His brother, William

Stickney, was taken by the Indians at the massacre

of the Bradleys, in 1746, and was accidentally

drowned on his return from captivity. Thomas, at

the dawn of the revolution, was appointed to the

command of a regiment of militia ; and besides sev-

eral local military services, he was at the battle of

Bennington, under the heroic Stark, and acquitted

himself as a man of bravery.
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Cdl. GORDON HUTCHINS.

Gordon Hutchins was a son of Ephraim Hutchins,

and born at Exeter in 1733. At about the age of 13^

he accompanied his father, who commanded a com-
pany in the expedition against Louisbourg, in the

capacity of waiter ; but subsequently, held a lieuten-

ancy in the army. Returning from the war, he
married and settled in Harvard^ Mass. ; from which
place, in 1773, he removed to Concord. On hearing

of the battle of Lexington, Lt. Hutchins repaired to

Cambridge ; and soon afterwards, enlisted a company,
which served an eight months' campaign. In 1777,

on learning the perilous situation of the northern

frontiers, Capt. Hutchins, w^ho had again been at

Cambridge, returning on a Sunday morning, entered

the meeting-house ; addressed the minister, (Mr. Wal-
ker,) and after briefly stating the intelligence he had
received respecting the situation of the northern

armies, urged his fellow-citizens to volunteer in de-

fence of their country. The appeal was seconded by
their worthy and patriotic pastor, and a company of

about thirty men was enrolled, and with them, he sat

out on the following morning. Before their arrival

at Bennington, Stark had immortalized himself, and
averted the threatened danger; but they had the

satisfaction to witness the surrender of Burgoyne and
his army at Saratoga. Previous to this, Capt. Hutchins

had been at White-Plains, where he was promoted to

the rank of lieutenant-colonel. From Saratoga, Col.

Hutchins returned to domestic life, and died at Con-

cord, December 8th, 1815, aged 82 years. He mar-

ried two wives, and by them had twenty children.

It wall be perceived, that among the first objects

of the early settlers of Concord, was the settle-

ment of a minister of the gospel. A church, con-

sisting of eight individuals, was formed on the 18th
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of November, 1730 ; at which time the Rev. Mr-

Walker was ordained. Their place of public wor-

ship, was the log-house, erected in 1727, and used

also as a garrison for refuge, in times of alarm and
danger. Mr. Walker was a man well fitted to meet
the sufferings and privations of the wilderness, and
to build up, by sound precept and. encouraging ex-

ample, a united and prosperous church. He was a

good farmer, an efficient citizen, and an exemplary
christian. In common with his parishioners, he

shared the difficulties of their situation, and met,

without shrinking, every emergency of want or

danger. The troubles which the inhabitants ex-

perienced from 1730 to 1770, seemed to have pro-

duced an habitual union, which continued for a long

time after these troubles had ceased- During a

period of more than eighty years, there were no visi-

ble differences among the people on religious subjects-

For a few years previous to 1816, there had been a

respectable society of Friends, who worshipped sepa-

rately. In 1818, societies of Episcopalians and Bap-
tists were formed, the latter of which is still in a

prosperous state.

Rev. Mr. Walker continued the pastor of the con-

gregational church until his death in 1782. From
this period until 1789, the church was without a min-

ister, though the ordinances were pretty regularly

administered and attended. Rev. Mr. Evans was in-

stalled in 1789; continued to preach until the sum-
mer of 1797, when his pastoral relation to the church
was by mutual consent dissolved. The present in-

cumbent. Rev. Dr. M'Farland, succeeded to the care

of the church in 1798.

This church is independent in its form—its govern-
ment agreeing with the principles of those who fled

from persecution in England, to enjoy in this then
inhospitable land their religious opinions. It admits
the principle of a communion of churches according

to the Cambridge platform ; but it has never yet had
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occasion to call* in the aid of other churches to settle

difficulties. No ecclesiastical council has been called

here, except for the purpose of ordaining or dismiss-

ing a minister. The church has a standing committee,

whose duties are to assist the pastor in examining

candidates for admission, and in endeavoring to settle

difficulties, that may arise between individuals, with-

out an appeal to the whole body of the church. Every
member has a right to the judgment of the whole

body ; and, as a last resort, each has a right of appeal

to a council of the neighboring churches.

This church, if not the largest, is one of the largest

in the state—the number of communicants at present

being about 340.

During the ministry of the Eev. Mr. Walker, the

recorded admissions to the church are 34 males; 61

females—Total, 95 ; but this undoubtedly falls far be-

low the actual number. Mr. Walker died in 1782 ; and

of the admissions to the church during the ministry of

his successor, Mr. Evans, from 1789 to 1797, no record

can be found. The following table, drawn from the

records of Eev. Dr. M'Farland, will shew at a glance

the number of baptisms, marriages, and admissions to

the church, since his ordination, in 1798.
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Baptisms, 44 20 13 13 82 35 12 12 78 34 18 15 715

Marriages, 23 14 19 21 20 14 22 9 19 14 11 15 414

Admissions, 36 6 12 4 108 13 6 8 85 9 7 9' 435

There is a record of about 90 baptisms during the ministry of Rev. Mr. Evans, but
probably imperfect.

+ i'here are only 8 m"^rriages by Eev. Mr. Walker, on record—those previous to 1738.

$ This includes those admitted in the usual form, and such as were added byJetteis
from other churches.

i
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This town comprises a tract of nearly 41,000 acres,

of which 1800 are water. The surface is uneaven,

though it presents none of the rude acclivities or

deep valleys seen in some of the neighboring towns.

There are five ponds in Concord, two on the east of

the Merrimack, and three on the west. The largest

is Turkey pond, in the south-west part of the town,

containing about 700 acres ; the waters of which
form the Turkey river, a stream of some importance,

passing east into Bow. Long pond, in the west part

of the town, contains about 500 acres, the waters of

which pass into the Merrimack below Sewall's island.

Turtle pond lies east of Long pond, and near the line

of Loudon ; it contains about 200 acres, and its w^aters

pass into the Merrimack through the valley east of

the river. The others are Snow's pond, north-west

of Turtle pond, and Horse-shoe pond, near the meet-

ing-house. The river Soucook forms the south-east

boundary of Concord, from Chichester to its junction

with the Merrimack below Garven's falls. The Con-

toocook is a considerable river, entering near the west
corner of the town, and uniting with the Merrimack
on the north-west line, forming at its junction the

island celebrated as the spot where Mrs. Duston made
a desperate escape from a party of Indians, in 1698.

The design below presents a tolerably accurate view
of the island, though it rapidly changes in its appear-

ance, from the action of the freshes of the river.

I
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The Merrimack is the principal river of this region,

and is not only the ornament and beautifier of the

landscape, but the source of health and profit to the

inhabitants. It meanders nearly through the centre

of the town, enriching the tracts of interval on its

borders. The intervals here are of considerable

width, and of great value to the town; though per-

haps inferior in extent and beauty to those on the

Connecticut. Soon after entering the town, the Mer-
rimack passes over the rapids called Sewall's falls,

below which is situated Sewall's island, thus called

from an early proprietor. The current of the river

from this island is not rapid, and has no natural ob-

structions, until it reaches Turkey and Garven's falls

at the south-east extremity of the town. Locks are

here constructed, and the navigation of the river has

been open during the boating seasons for several

years. The river is here about 100 yards wide, but

occasionally the spring and autumn freshes have
covered the interval adjoining the principal village,

presenting to the eye a body of water of a mile in

width. These freshes, though often destructive to

crops, fences, &c. are of no disadvantage to the soil,

on which they deposit a rich sediment. During the

greatest freshes, the river has risen nearly 2t) feet

above the ordinary level, but this is uncommon.
There are two bridges thrown across the river in

this town : the Federal, or Upper Bridge, and Con-

cord, or Lower Bridge. At these bridges, are situated

the store-houses of the Boating Company on the river.

The intercourse with Boston, opened by way of the

canals on the Merrimack, has been of considerable

advantage to the country. The navigation to this

town was opened in 181 S,"*^ and the quantity of goods

annually brought up has averaged 1000 to 1500 tons.

The freight downward has been more extensive, con-

*The first boat of the Merrimack company, arrived at the landing here, June
1815, in 3 1-2 days from Boston.
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sisting of the produce of the country, lumber and
other heavy or bulky articles. For the first three

years, the business on the river exceeded that for the

three last ; but there is a prospect that it will here-

after be much increased. The principal village, and
the seat of most of the business of the town, extends

along the western bank of the Merrimack nearly two
miles from south-east to north-west. It is very
pleasantly situated, and from its convenient situation

has become a place of considerable trade. The
state-house,* state-prison, court-house, and meeting-

house are situated in this village. There are 175
dwelling-houses, 20 stores, 8 taverns, several me-
chanic shops, 5 printing-offices, 5 bookstores and 2

book-binderies. On the east side of the river, is

another considerable village, very pleasantly situa-

ted ; and a village is also forming in the west part

of the town. The soil of this town presents all

the varieties common to this region, and is in some
parts fertile. The highlands extending back from
the river are very productive, and were originally

covered with oak, chesnut, maple, &c. The plains are

alluvial, and covered with a growth of pine. Large
masses of excellent granite are found in this town,

and the public edifices here, are erected of this

material. This granite affords an admirable mate-

rial for building ; and large quantities, wrought at

the State Prison, are annually transported to Bos-

ton for architectural purposes. It derives its supe-

riority over the granite of many other countries,

from the circumstance that it contains no sulphuret

of iron, which, by the action of atmospheric agents,

produces an iron-rust stain, that destroys the beau-

ty of the material. Iron ore is found here in small

quantities, near the Soucook river, and on the

branches of the Turkey river. It was wrought by

* See description of public buildings, p. 197.

L
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the inhabitants during the revolution ; but to no
great extent. Excellent clay abounds in several

places, and extensive potteries have for some years

been established.

Note on the Penacook Indians^ in New-Hampshire,

By John Farmer. Concord, Feb, 24, 1824.

Whatever relates to the aboriginals of our country,

those early proprietors of the soil which we inherit,

must be interesting to posterity. The lands which
we cultivate, the forests, the rivers and mountains
around us, once swarmed with a distinct race of the

human family. They whose character once stood so

lofty and independent, are hardly seen among us,

and if seen, are seen " begging the price of their

perdition."—They who might have exterminated the

Europeans on their arrival, have themselves become
exterminated, and most of their memorials have per-

ished with them. Much is it to be regretted, that

there has been no historical account of the various

tribes residing on Merrimack river, and particularly

of the one inhabiting the town of Concord, known at

an early period of our history as acknowledging
allegiance to the far famed sachem, Passaconaway.

But there have been causes why this has not been
done. " The horror proceeding from the cruelties of

their warfare, forbade the calmness of investigation.

As long as they were formidable, curiosity was over-

powered by terror; and there was neither leisure,

nor inclination to contemplate their character as a

portion of the human family, while the glare of

conflagration reddened the midnight sky, and the

yells of the savage, mingling with the shrieks of

butchered victims, rode, as portentous messengers,

on every gale. But that state of things has long

ceased to exist. The white men of America have

become too numerous to fear any longer the effects
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of savage barbarity, and the tales which once car-

ried terror to the stoutest heart, are now scarcely

heard beyond the precincts of the nursery. In the

room of fear, there should now arise a sentiment

of pity."*

When our fathers arrived in this country, they

found within the confines of New-England, fis^

principal nations of the Indians ; viz. the Pequots
inhabiting Connecticut; the Narragansetts, who
inhabited Rhode-Island and the adjacent country;

the Pawkunnawkutts, who lived on Nantucket,

Martha's Vineyard, and in Plymouth colony ; the

Massachusetts, who lived about Massachusetts bay

;

and the Pawtucketts, who constituted the "fifth

and last great sachemship of Indians." " Their

country lieth north and north-east from Massachu-

setts, whose dominion reacheth as far as the Eng-
lish jurisdiction, or colony of the Massachusetts,

doth now extend."!

To this general division, belonged the Penacooks,

or those Indians, who inhabited Concord, and the

country for many miles above and below on Merri-

mack river. There were several "smaller saga-

moreships" which w^ere included under the nation-

al name of Pawtucketts—such as the Agawams,
Naamkeeks, Pascataquas, Accomintas and some others.

All these subordinate tribes formed originally but one
great nation, and acknowledged subjection to Passacon-

away, who was called " the great sachem of Penacook."

The Penacooks were probably among the most
powerful of these subordinate tribes, though their

history is but little known, and at this distance of

time, cannot be given with any degree of minute-

ness. Passaconaway was the first sagamore of

whom we find any account in our historians. If

the Wheelwright deed be not a forgery, he was liv-

ing as early as 1629, and it appears from Hubbard's

* Eev, Dr. Jarvis' address before the New-York Hist. Soc.

t Gookin, In Coll. of Mass. Hist. Soc. Vol. 1, page 149, first series.

k
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narrative that' he was aUve in 1660. In that year,

the Indians had a great dance and feast, on which
occasion, this powerful sagamore, being grown old,

made his farewell speech to his children and peo-

ple, in which, as a dying man, he warned them to

take heed how they quarrelled with their English

neighbors; for though they might do them some
damage, yet it would prove the means of their own
destruction. He told them he had been a bitter en-

emy to the English, and by the arts of sorcery,

had tried his utmost to hinder their settlement and
increase, but could by no means succeed.

Wonolanset succeeded his father as sachem of

Penacook, and observed his dying advice. When
the war with Philip commenced in 1675, he with-

drew himself with his people to some remote place,

that they might not be drawn into the quarrel.

The Penacooks appear to have maintained a friend-

ly disposition so long as they were under the control

of Wonolanset.

About the year 1684, Lieut. Gov. Cranfield formed
the project of bringing down the Mohawks, from
New-York in order to destroy the Penacook and
Eastern Indians. This measure had once before

been resorted to, but proved very pernicious in its

effects, as that ferocious and warlike people made no
distinction between those tribes which were at

peace with the English, and those which were at

war. Some of the Penacook Indians, who had been
to Albany soon after Cranfield made a journey to

the province of New-York,, reported on their re-

turn, that the Mohawks threatened destruction to

all the eastern Indians, from Narragansett in Rhode-
Island to Pechypscot in Maine."^ The Penacooks
were about this time under the government of

Hogkins, a sachem who succeeded Wonolanset.

*"Four Indians came from fort Albany to the fort at Pennicooke and informed
tliem that all the Mokawkes did declare they would kill all Indians from Uncas at
Mount Hope to the eastward as far as Pegypscut," Report to Walter Barefoote, Esq.,
and (JouiicU.
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From the articles of Peace between the English in-

habiting the province of N. Hampshire and Maine,
and the Indians of these provinces, agreed upon
the 8th day of September, 1685, it appears, that

Kancamagus was his Indian name, and that Hogkins
or Hawkins was the English name he had assumed.

In the spring of 1685, he informed Cranfield of

the danger the Penacooks apprehended,* and im-

plored assistance and protection, but was treated with
neglect.

In August, 1685, the Penacook and Saco Indians

gathered their corn, and removed their families,

which gave an alarm to their English neighbors, as

if they were preparing for war. Messengers being
sent to demand the reason of their movement,
were informed that it was the fear of Mohawks,
whom they daily expected to destroy them ; and
being asked why they did not come in among the

English for protection, they answered, lest the Mo-
hawks should hurt the English onl that account.

Upon this, they were persuaded to enter into an

* His letter to Gov. Cranfield at this time will explain his situation and his fears,
and may be regarded as a curiosity. The original is preserved in the Kecorder's otEce
in New-Hampshire.

May 15th, 1685.
" Honour gouvrnor my friend:
You my friend I desire your worship and your power, because I hope you can do

som great matters this one. I am poor and naked, and I have no man at my place
because I afraid allwayes Mohogs he will kill me every day and night. If your
worship when please pray help me you no let Mohogs kill me at my place at Malamake
river called Panukkog and Nattukkog, I will submit your worship and your power.
And now I want ponder and such alminishon, shott and guns, because I have forth
at my hom and I plant theare.

This all Indian hand, but pray do you consider your humble servant,
JOHN HOGKINS.

Simon Detoghom^
Joseph JT Traske,

King J^ Hary^
Sam ^ Linis, [at^

Wapeguanat JV Saguachuwash
Old Bobin JV

Mamanosgues Q Andra^

Peter q Hohin^
Mr Jorge -f- Roddimnonuhgus^
Mr. Hope X Hoth,
John -|- Toneh,
John a Canowa^
John X Owamosimmin,
Natonill f Indian^''

These were probably some of the principal men of the tribe. Two other letters from
Hogkins to Cranfield are preserved in I. Belknap, 346.
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agreement ; and accordingly the chiefs of the

Penacooks and of the Saco Indians being assem-

bled with the Council of New-Hampshire, and a

deputation from the province of Maine, a treaty

was concluded, wherein it was stipulated, that all

future personal injuries on either side should, upon
complaint, be immediately redressed ; that infor-

mation should be given of approaching danger

from enemies; that the Indians should not remove
their families from the neighborhood of the Eng-

lish without giving timely notice, and if they did,

it should be taken for a declaration of war; and,

that while these articles were observed, the Eng-

lish would assist and protect them against the

Mohawks and all other enemies.

From this time, peace continued without inter-

ruption till 1689, when a confederacy was formed

between the tribes of Penacook and Pequawkett,

and the strange Indians (as they were called), who
were incorporated with them, to attack the settle-

ment at Dover, The Penacooks were among the

four hundred Indians, who were seized at Dover
by Major Waldron in 1676, and were dismissed

at that time, probably on account of the friendly

disposition of Wonolanset. Notwithstanding they

experienced the clemency of Major Waldron, in being

permitted to depart in safety, they did not forget

the conduct of the Mayor to their allies, and were
easily seduced to join the confederacy by those,

who had, for about thirteen years cherished an in-

extinguishable thirst of revenge against the brave,

but unfortunate Waldron. The plot formed against

the inhabitants of Dover was disclosed by two of

the Penacooks to Major Hinchman, of Chelmsford,

who immediately informed Mr. Danforth, a member of

the council of Massachusetts, by the following letter,

the original of which is on file in the Secretary's office

in Massachusetts

:
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"Hon'd Sir:

This day, two Indians came from Penacook, viz.

Job Maramasqiiand and Pieter Muckamug, who report

that damage will undoubtedly be done within a few

days at Piscataqua, and that Major Waldron, in par-

ticular, is threatened ; and that Julimatt fears that

mischief will quickly be done at Dunstable. The
Indians can give a more particular account to your
honor. They say, if damage be done, the blame
shall not be on them, having given a faithful account

of what they hear ; and are upon that report moved
to leave their habitation and corn at Penacook. Sir,

I was very loth to trouble you, and to expose myself

to the censure and derision of some of the confident

people, that w^ould pretend to make a sport with what
I send down by Capt. Tom (alias Thomas Ukqucakus-
sennum.)

I am constrained, from a sense of my duty, and
from love to my countrymen, to give the information

as above. So with my humble service to your honor,

and prayers for the safety of an endangered people

—

I am, sir, your humble servant,

June 22. THO : HINCHMAN.
Hon. Thomas Danforthr

Mr. Danforth was detained from the meeting of the

council. He however, on the same day, communicated
Major Hinchman's letter to Governor Bradstreet, who,
with the council, ordered a messenger to be sent to

Cochecho, with the following disclosure of the plot in

a letter, written by Secretary Addington.

"Boston, 27 June, 1689.

JSonhle Sir

:

The governor and council! haveing this day
received a letter from Major Henchman of Chelms-

ford, that some Indians are come in to them, who
report that there is a gathering of some Indians in

and about Penecooke, with designe of mischiefe

to the English. Among the said Indians, one
Hawkins is said to be a principal designer, and tliat
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they have a particular designe against yourself and
Mr. Peter Coffin, which the councill thought it ne-

cessary presently to dispatch advice thereof to give

you notice, that you take care of your own safe-

guard, they intending to betray you on a pretension

of trade.

Please forthwith to signify the import hereof to

Mr. Coffin and others, as you shall think necessary,

and advise of what informations you may at any
time receive of the Indians motions. , By order in

Councill. ISA: ADDINGTON, Sec'y,

For Mr. Richard Waldron and Mr. Peter

Coffin, or either of them, att Cochecha

;

these with all possible speed."

This letter was despatched from Boston by Mr.

Weare ; but some delay he met with at Newbury
ferry prevented its arrival in season. The same
day, after the mischief was done, the preceding letter

fell into the hands of Maj. Waldron's son. Had it

been seasonably received, it would probably have

saved the lives of twenty-three persons, who fell a sac-

rifice to Indian cruelty, besides preventing the capture

of twenty-nine others, and the destruction of much
valuable property.^

Upon the depredations at Dover, vigorous measures

were immediately adopted. A party under Capt.

Noyes was despatched to Penacook, to inflict summary
punishment upon those who were concerned in the

affair at Cochecho ; but the Indians all escaped. They,

however, destroyed their corn.

It appears that after this the Penacooks continu-

ed to exist as a distinct tribe for many years;

though as a separate tribe, they ceased to be for-

midable after this event. We find that they are

mentioned in Penhallow's Indian Wars, (page 2,)

where there is an account of a conference held by
Governor Dudley at Casco, in 1703, with delegates

' * For a particular account of the attack on Dover, see Belknap's His. N. IL, Vol. 1'

page 198,
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from several tribes. The Norridgewocks, Penobscots,

Pequawketts, Penacooks and Ameriseoggins assured

the governor, at this meeting, that " as high as the

sun was above the earth, so far distant was their de-

sign of making the least breach of the peace."

At the same time they made this declaration, they
were meditating hostilities, which commenced on
the 10th of August, 1703. After this period, we
hear little or nothing of the Penacooks, as a sepa-

rate tribe. Those of them who were hostile to the

English, probably mixed with the eastern Indians,

between whom and the Penacooks, was a close affin-

ity. As the governor of Canada had encouraged
the Indians who inhabited the borders of New-
England, to remove to Canada, it is likely that

some of them went thither, and were incorporated

with the tribes of St. Francis. But those who con-

tinued friendly to the English, of which there had
always been a small number, remained here until

1725, and were highly useful to the first inhabitants,

supplying them with food when almost in a state of

starvation.

The Penacook Indians were a more warlike tribe

than the Pawtuckett, or Wamesit Indians, who lived

around Pawtuckett Falls, in Chelmsford. They were
opposed to the introduction of Christianity among
them, and " obstinately refused to pray to God." Be-

fore the year 1670, a party of them went down the

Merrimack, and built a fort at Pawtuckett. They
also erected a fort on Sugar-Ball Hill, so called, in

Concord, as a protection against the incursions of the

Mohawks and other enemies. A considerable num-
ber of them joined in an expedition against that

formidable nation, and were principally destroyed.

Tradition says, that there was once a very obstinate

engagement between the Mohawks and Penacooks on
the river in this vicinity, but the time, place and cir-

cumstances are unknown to the present generation.

The Indians of the most peaceful character among
15

L
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the Penacook^, were the Robin family, a part of which
lived in Chelmsford, and owned a hill in that town,

which, for almost two hundred years, has been known
by the name of Rohin's Hill, From the early settle-

ment of this country, this family had been friendly

to the English. The first settlement at Ipswich was
protected by the friendly intimations of threatened

danger received from one of this family, as appears

from the following account, found among the papers

of the Rev. Mr. Cobbet, one of the early ministers of

that place.

" At the first planting of Ipswich, the Tarrateens

or Easterly Indians had a design to cut them [the

English] off at the first, when they had but between
20 and 30 men, old and young, belonging to the place;

and at that instant, most of them gone into the bay
about their occasions, not hearing of any intimations

thereof It was thus. One i?o6i?2, a friendly Indian,

came to John Perkins, then a young man, living then

in a little hut upon his father's island on this side of

Jeoffry's neck, and told him, on such a Thursday
morning, early, there would come four Indians to draw
him to go down the hill to the water side to truck

with them, which if he did, he and all near him would
be cut off; for there were 40 birchen canoes would lie

out of sight at the brow of the hill full of armed
Indians for that purpose. Of this, he forthwith ac-

quainted Mr. John Winthrop, who then lived there in

a house near the water, who advised him, if such In-

dians came, to carry it ruggedly towards them, and
threaten to shoot them if they would not be gone

;

and when their backs were turned, to strike up a drum
he had with him, besides his two muskets, and then

discharge them, that so 6 or 8 young men, who
were in the marshes hard by, a mowing, keeping their

guns ready charged by them, might take the alarm,

and the Indians would perceive their plot was dis-

covered, and haste away to sea again, which ac-

cordingly was so acted, and took like effect ; for he
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told me he presently after discerned forty canoes

shove of! from under the hill, and make as fast as

they could to sea,"

Many of the Penacooks had English names, in

addition to their original names. Thus, we find

that Bagesson, one of the grantors of Rutland,

in Massachusetts, assumed the name of Joseph
Traske ; Kancamagus, of John Hawkins ; Umbes-
nowah, of Robin; Mamanosgues, of Andrew, &c.

Few Indian names of places within the limits of

Concord have been perpetuated by the English.

—

Most of the streams, ponds, and hills, are known
by the names given to them by the first settlers.

Authorities for the preceding note

—

Gookm's
Collections; Mather's Magnolia; Belknap's History

of N. H.; Hutchinson's Hist, of Mass.; Penhal-

low's Indian Wars ; and Hev. Mr, Allen's History of
Chelmsford.

Answers to the Queries sent from the Right Hoiir

orable the Lords of Trade mid Plantations.—
January 22, 1730.

1. The situation of the province of New-Hamp-

shire, is between the province of the Massachu-
setts Bay, and the late province of Maine, border-

ing about fifteen miles in width upon the Atlantic

Sea, or Western Ocean.—The nature of the coun-

try, as to the ground, is rough, uneven, and hilly,

but for the most part a good soil, being a mixture
of clay land and loam, well watered, and suitably

adapted for hemp and flax, and having considera-

ble meadows in it As to the climate, 'tis cold
Portsmouth, the capital of the province, is in forty

three degrees and twenty minutes north latitude,

and sixty eight degrees west from London, settled

by good observations.
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2. The province has no other boundaries than

what are expressed in the King's commission to

the Governor, and they are from three miles to

the northward of Merrimack river on the one side,

to Pascataqua river on the other, and no other

bounds are mentioned in the said commission, and
both of them are in dispute with the government of

the Massachusetts Bay.

3. As to the Constitution of the government,

the supreme power here, is vested in the Governor
and Council, (appointed by the King,) and a house

of representatives, (chosen by the people) who
make laws, &c.

4. The trade of the province is lumber and fish.

The number of shipping belonging to the province,

are ^ye^ consisting of about fiwe hundred tons ; and

there are about three or four hundred tons of other

shipping, that trade here (annually) not belonging to

the province. The seafaring men are about forty.

The trade is much the same as it hath been, for some
years past.

5. The province makes use of all sorts of British

manufactures amounting to about five thousand

pounds sterling, annually in value, which are had
principally from Boston.

6. The trade of this;province to otber plantations is

to the Carribee Islands, whither we send lumber and
fish, and receive for it rum, sugar, molasses and cotton

;

and as to the trade from hence to Europe, it is to Spain,

or Portugal, from whence our vessels bring home salt.

7. The method to prevent illegal trade is by a col-

lector appointed at home.
8. The natural produce of the province is timber

(of various kinds (viz.) (principally) oak, pine, hem-
lock, ash, beech and birch,) and fish, and they are the

only commodities of the place.

The timber is generally manufactured into beams,
plank, knees, boards, clapboards, shingles and
staves, and sometimes into house frames, and the
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value of those commodity's annually exported from
hence to Europe and the West^India Islands, is about

a thousand pounds sterling. Mem. Besides what is

above mentioned, the coasting sloops from Boston,

carry from hence thither in fish and timber, about

five thousand pounds per annum.
9. No mines are yet discovered, except a small

quantity of Iron ore in two or three places.

10. The number of inhabitants, men, women and
children, are about ten thousand whites, and two
hundred blacks.

11. The inhabitants are increased about four thou-

sand within this few years last past, a thousand of

which (at least,) are people from Ireland, lately come
into, and settled within the province ; another reason

of the increase of late more than formerly, is a peace

with the Indians the four last years.

12. The militia are about eighteen hundred, con-

sisting of two regiments of foot, with a troop of horse

in each-

13. There is one fort or place of defence, called

Fort William and Mary, situate on the great Island

in New-Castle which commands the entrance of Pas-

cataqua river, but is in poor low circumstances, much
out of repair, and greatly wanting of stores of war,

there not being one barrel of gun-powder, at this

time in, or belonging to that garrison.

14. There are no Indians in this province now in

time of peace, that we know of

15. There are no Indians in the neighborhood of

this province that we know of, except in the eastern

parts of the province of the Massachusetts Bay,
and what their number or strength is, we are not ac-

quainted.

16. We have no neighboring Spaniards, or other

Europeans, except the French, who, according to

the best intelligence we can get, are extremely
numerous and strong both at Canada and Cape-
Breton.
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17. The effect which the French settlements have
on this province is, that the Indians are frequently

instigated and influenced hy them to disturb the

peace and quiet of this province, we having been
often put to a vast expense both of blood and treas-

ure, to defend ourselves against their cruel outrages.

18. The revenue arising within this province is

three hundred ninety and six pounds, by excise, which
is appropriated towards the Governor's salary, and
about three or four barrels of gun-powder, from the

shipping, which is spent at the fort. There is no
other revenue, but by tax on polls and estates.

19. The ordinary expense of the government is

about fifteen hundred pounds per annum, now in time

of peace; the extraordinary and contingent charges,

AS repairs of the fort, powder, &c., are about five

hundred pounds more.

20. The establishments are six hundred pounds
per annum salary on the Governor, eight shillings

per diem on each Councillor, and six shillings per

diem on each Representative during the session

of the general assembly, and a hundred and ^ftj

pounds per annum on the officers, and soldiers at

the fort. There is no other establishment civil or

military within the government, but the general as-

sembly make allowances from time to time as they

see meet, to the Treasurer, Secretary, &c. The
Judges, Justices, Sheriffs, Clerks, and all other offi-

cers' fees are fixed by a law to be jmid by the par-

ties and persons whom they serve, but they have
nothing out of the treasury. All the officers, civil

and njilitary, hold their places by commission from
the Governor, except the Councillors, appointed

by the King ; the Recorder of deeds, chosen by the

general assembly, the Clerks of courts, nominated by
the Judges of the said courts respectively, and Select-

men, Assessors, Constables, Tythingmen and other

town officers, chosen by the towns, at their respective

town meetings.
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CENSUS OF 1775.

Eeturn of the Number of Inhabitants in the several

towns and places in New-Hampshire, taken by

order of the Convention, with the number of Fire-

Arms, Powder, &c.

COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM.

^^ i. £ Fire arms & powder.
CO

1
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if
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1
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£
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1
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to

It

Portsmouth 1013 823 191 50 2373 140 4590
Hampton
Exeter

190 147 62 20 440 3 862 192 94
401 273 86 51 892 38 1741 193 150 50 80

Londonderry 618 404 157 66 1316 29 2590 283 183 132
New-Castle 101 85 33 221 9 449 63 68
Rye 206 146 47 15 442 14 870 170 101
Kingston 214 155 67 27 491 7 961 127 35
Newington 97 90 34 6 260 39 532 93 20 60
Stratham 252 183 58 17 622 5 1137
Greenland 169 136 42 10 381 21 759 108 33 45 61
New-Market 322 212 50 30 608 17 1289
South-Hampton 109 92 27' 10 259 1 498 66 81 68
Haistow 129 85 35 33 288 5 575 46 39 10
Hampstead 182 106 44 35 398 3 768 51 75 32
Salem 296 151 49 47 539 2 1084 104 43 71
Pelham 206 112 40 29 362 749 110 40 28
Chester 384 273 101 51 787 3 1599 175 112 30
Jlampton-Falls 151 91 42 19 339 3 645 80 15 30 71
Nottingham 268 165 26 22 502 11 999 101 68 53 42
Brentwood 253 174 57 35 577 4 1100 113 68 40 160
North-Hampton 153 97 39 24 335 4 652 122 50 86
East-Kingston 114 63 29 9 210 3 428 65 31
Newtown 121 96 30 8 283 2 540 46 41
Kensington 172 122 49 39 418 2 797 100 83
Windham 120 86 33 15 262 13 529 69 17 16
Bow 88 47 U 17 187 350 33 14 13
Epping 377 242 77 61 793 19 1569
Epsom 110 "57 15 15 189 1 387 44 26 28
Pembroke 179 114 33 23 388 7 744
Sandown 120 87 12 20 219 1 459 68 39 103
Hawke 129 76 26 13 260 504 52 9
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Concord 280;186 36 46 490 14 1052 98
Canterbury 199124 30 35 331 4 723 45 109 80
Caudia 232120 19 27 346 744 72 48
Raymond 187|120 24 18 334 683
Poplin 153 92 24 7 274 2 552
Deerfield

.

250|204 26 30 418 1 929 120 68 51

Atkinson 145i 91 30 18 286 5 575 62 49 36

Chichester 117 187 13 4 197 418 47 31 42
Allenstown 39 18 7 1 82 2 149 11

Seabrook 1441109 39 11 304 607 74 24

Northwood 85 57 6 10 155 313 36 16 10

Loudon 901 85 9 3 161 1 349 49 36

Gosport

COUNTY OF STRAFFORD.

Dover
Durham
Lee
Somersworth
Barrington
Gilmanton
Sandbornton
Rochester
Madbury
Barnstead
New-Durham
Do. Gore
Middleton
Eastown*
Leavitts-Townf
Wolfeborough
Moultonborough
Sandwich
Holderness
Meredith
Campton
Tamworth
Gore

410 342 74 28 786 26 1666 180 60

286 185 68 57 593 25 1214 222 200
236 147 58 12 497 4 954 119 51 24
245 129 36 46 479 30 965
464 245 72 23 848 3 1655 184
238 151 16 12 357 1 775 99 46 44

120 87 12 20 219 1 459
396 303 61 26 759 3 1548 206 36

164 117 38 7 345 6 677 78 62 60
82 53 4 2 111 252 28 25
70 50 15 6 144 1 286 27 20
35 20 1 44 100 10

72 40 7 6 108 233 27 20
86 70 10 4 149 1 320
23 16 2 3 39 83 11 5

57 53 4 4 91 2 211 34 25 25
76 61 9 4 122 272 31

81 45 9 1 109 245 27 36
49 36 7 80 172 25 10

70 50 7 10 122 259 30 26 50
57 44 5 1 83 190
50 32 2 3 64 151 17
4 6 3 13 26 4 2

76
51

36

60

* Now Wakefield.

t Now EflBngham.
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COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH.
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Amherst 343 240 53 81 707 41428 121 41 55
Litchfield 62 44 19 13 136 10 284 39 8 28
Boscawen 162 91 33 17 281 1 585 58 65 7

Bedford 109 93 28 14 241 lO; 595 37 11

Derryfield 68 41 15 16 142 3 285 20 20
Goffstown 215 138 21 40 411 6 831 .

Nottingham-West 168 100 36 22 319 4 649 66 32 25
Salisbury 142 92 15 6 242 1 498 47 45
Peterborough 135 77 23 25 277 8 546 23
Dunbarton 144 92 14 14 232 1 497
Hopkinton 332 160 30 42 519 2 1085 56 6

Wilton 162 102 17 26 314 2 623 72 47 40
Peterborough Slip 31 17 1 6 52 107 7
Dunstable 215 88' 30 40 325 7 705 46 42 36 41
New-Boston 164 98 27 20 256 4 569
Weare 248,177 18 32 421 1 837 72 10
Hollis 306174 71 60 640 4 1255 131 92 111
New-Ipswich 268246 26 42 475 3 960 105 48 74 87
Merrimack 127 110 32 19 305 13 606 79 36 9^
Lyndeborough 201 103 34 27 348 713
Henniker* 117 67 15 9 158 1 367 40
Hillsborough
Rabyt
Mason 148 86 12 27 227 1 501 48 49 14
Temple 143 94 6 18 230 491 66 112 45
Francestown 55 37 7 9 92 200 11
Society Land 42 36 8 9 82 177
Warner 78 45 6 6 126 1 262 21 26
New-Britain:|: 56 38 5 3 77 179 27
Perry's-Town§ 39 22 5 4 60 130 12 17
Mile Slipll 20 15 3 3 42 83
Deering
Fishersfield^

* Hillsborough, Antrim, and Hancock, were joined with Henniker in this enume-
ration,

t Joined with Mason.

X Now Andover.

S Now Sutton.

II Including Duxbury Farm.

U Joined with Sutton, in this enumeration.

L
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COUNTY OF CHESHIRE.

5S
1

1
Fire arms & powder.

J. o
M t.

1 1
a

i li

«
a H

1 It 1

1 ^ 'A

"3

li IS
-§3

1'

Swanzey 168 118 25 20 316 647 72 50 16
Walpole 214 100 26 33 283 2 658
Rindge 135 108 12 35 250 2 542 21
Westmoreland 213 127 23 38 357 758 63 67
Winchester 207 112 30 18 354 2 723 68 18
Hinsdale
Gilsum 45 32 10 7 84 178 15
Cornish 83 77 9 4 136 309 53 33 20
Surry 59 37 8 7 104 215 23 22 5
Plainfield 78 83 13 134 308 36 49
Charlestown 158 94 17 22 303 594
Dublin 88 54 9 10 143 1 305 32 31 9
Claremont 148 125 18 1 231 523 60 65
Alstead 88 79 5 4 141 317 18
Marlow 56 45 6 9 01 207 26
Newport 46 39 4 1 67 157 14 2
Croydon 37 84 2 3 67 143 5
Acworth
Saville 15 14 4 3 29 65 5
Unity 89 35 3 7 62 146 13 25
JafFrey 90 72 8 16 165 351
Fitzwilliam*

Marlborough 104 54 2 14 148 322 26 28
•

5
Packersfield 52 34 4 13 83 186 23 10 6
Stoddard 75 38 7 11 93 224 14 24
Chesterfield 241 155 30 36 412 874 86 99
Washington 47 29 4 6 77 163 18 6
Lempster 43 31 4 1 49 128 17 18
Richmond 280 143 16 26 395 860 56 88 5
Keene 174 140 24 31 387 756 72 92 90 22

Haverhill
Plymouth
Lebanon
New-Chester
Hanover
Canaan
Cockermoth

COUNTY OF GRAFTON.

69
83
91

32
108
17

23

169
178
155
88
184
28
53

365
382
347
196
434
67

118

26 11

45 177
17
18 27

50

2
60

48

* Joined with Swanzey in this enumeration.
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i

1
iire irms & powder.

3|
'<

5 ,.ii>~.-_

••
i 1 1

o
^^•

a
a

s 1
¥

1 3
o

<a

It

1 2u

1
» s S (^ £ a H }^ f^ Pi ^

Lyme 57 61 10 8 116 252 30 31 38
Orford 60 42 7 5 106 2 222 13 29 30
Rumney 77 41 4 11 104 237 d
Piermont 52 28 4 15 69 168 1 31 16
Bath 47 25 6 10 57 144 8 24 15 $
Gunthwaite 14 6 2 5 20 47 6 14
Lancaster 17 15 2 27 61 8 7 n
Alexandria 38 26 7 8 58 137 18
iNorthumberland 16 20 2 19 57 7 15 70
Thornton
Lyman
Conway

26 26 5 8 52 117 6 25 a

79 51 6 18 117 2 273 40 44 25
Grantham 11 20 4 1 37 1 74 2 18
Grafton
Trecothick
^airfield

Coventry
Landaff 14 8 2 1 15 40 1 8
^lorristown 10 5 1 13 29 3 a
Apthorp
Dartmouth 4
Stratford 15 14 2 10 41 7 • 7 12
Colebrook 1 3 4 1

Cockburne 5 5 1 3 14 3 2 a
Stewart-Town
Enfield 15 17 1 17 30 10 7
"Wentworth*
Warrenf

1

* Joined with Orlbrd. t Joined with Pierxnont in this enumeration.

Deaths in FitzwiUiam, N. Ky for 21 years.

1802 15 1809 13 1816 8
1803 12 1810 8 1817 ir
1804 16 1811 11 1818 i»
1805 22 1812 28 1819 ii>

1806 11 1813 7 1820 21
1807 13 1814 14 1821 21
1808 17 1815 19 1822 20

Years, 21 deaths, 324
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Topographical Description of Enfield, in the county

of Grafton, New-Hampshire.

EnfielDj a township in the southwest part of

Grafton county, is 42 miles from Concord and 12
miles southeast of Dartmouth college, bounded N. E.

by Canaan, S. E. by Grafton, S. W. by Cheshire

county line, which divides it from Grantham, and W.
by Lebanon, comprising within this space 24,060

acres, of which about 2500 acres are water.

It was incorporated July 4, 1761, just 15 years

before the declaration of Independence, and grant-

ed to Jedidiah Dana, Nathaniel Turner, Elisha

Clark and others. It was once called Eelham

—

Nathaniel Bicknell, Jonathan Paddleford, Elisha

Bingham, were among the first settlers. The first

male child born in Enfield, was Elias Bingham, who
long since removed to the state of New-York, son

of Elisha Bingham. No anecdotes worthy of note

about its first settlement, have been handed down.
The first settled minister was Rev. Edward Evans,

of the Congregational denomination, who was or-

dained in Dec, 1799, and dismissed in 1805. Un-
der the Rev. Mr. Evans, at the commencement of

his ministry, there was an extraordinary conversion,

and the church then consisted of more than one
hundred communicants. The number since has

gradually decreased by death, and removal from
the town, and is now small. In the winter and
spring of 1816, there was another revival of reli-

gion under elder John Sweat of the free-will Baptist

denomination, and a new church, over which he pre-

sided about five years, consisting of about 62 mem-
bers, was established. Its present pastor is Rev. Eben-
ezer Chase, who is also pastor of the religious union
society consisting of 60 members, formed Jan. 1,

1S22, under the late act of the legislature.

There are 12 school districts, and 15 school hous-

es. The schools are supported by public money,
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and generally continue six months, the deficiencies

being made up by subscription, Enfield is a post

town, and contained in 1810, 1291 inhabitants; in

1820, 1370. Wheat, rye, Indian corn, hay, beef,

butter and cheese, are the principal productions.

No very remarkable instance of longevity has hap-

pened, but many persons are living at an advanced
age, Dea. Moses Jones, an aged and respectable

citizen, now (1822) living in this town, was taken

captive by the Indians in the French war, into which
he entered at the age of 16 years, sold in Canada to

the French, and there remained in captivity two
years, Mrs, Hannah Stevens, widow of Archelaus

Stevens, is between 80 and 90 years of age, her facul-

ties little impaired, possessing health and activity.

Mrs. Abigail Marston, wife of Joseph Marston, died

upwards of 90 years of age. The number of deaths

for any one, or any number of years, cannot be

ascertained. The town has been generally healthy,

and perfectly free from epidemical diseases.

Its surface is diversified with hills and valleys, and

watered by a variety of ponds and sti"eams, stored

with fish of every species common in the country.

In the southerly part is Mont Calm, Mascomy
pond, which has acquired from travellers the appel-

lation of Pleasant, is a beautiful collection of water,

4 miles in length and of various breadth, inter-

spersed with islands and checkered with inlets.

—

Its eastern banks are covered with trees, which, as

the hill ascends, gradually rise one above another

for some distance. Along the western bank, be-

tween the pond and Mont Calm, within a few rods

of the water, extends the 4th N. H. turnpike, the

whole distance through a beautiful village, shaded

to the north on either side by a second growth of

trees. Mascomy river, which takes its rise in Dor-

chester and runs through Canaan, empties into this

pond in the northwest part It is supposed to have
been once much higher than it now is, and the
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plain and villages to the south, are supposed to have
been the bed of it. This fact is sufficiently evident

from the ancient shore, still remaining all around
the pond, about 30 feet above high water, and from

logs having been frequently found 12 feet below
the surface of the plain once flowed. Its fall appears

to have been sudden, by an alteration of the outlet.

For the convenience of those who resort here for

pleasure, there is a fine sail-boat. At the outlet in

Lebanon is a village, and on the western bank near

the southern extremity, the Shaker's settlement, too

much remarked to need particular description. It is

raised on a fertile plain ; the structure of the build-

ings, though not lofty, is neat and convenient ; its in-

habitants are peculiar in their manners and dress, in

their economy and religion. Their number consists

of about 200. Fifty eight persons have died since

the formation of the society. They are agriculturists

and mechanicks. Garden seeds, wooden ware, corn

brooms, leather, &c. of their own manufacture, are

some of the articles of their traffick. The time and
manner of their first appearance, is ascertained from

the industry of Mr. George Harris, a religious and
worthy gentleman, who kept a diary with minute
exactness each day from the time he was twenty one
years of age, till the day of his death in 1790, in

his seventieth year. The diary is now in the pos-

session of his son, Capt Joshua Harris of Ca-

naan. It is certainly a rare and valuable curiosity,

and the example should be imitated in every con-

siderable family. " 1782, September 6. The peo-

ple called Shaking Quakers, came to Mr. [Joseph]

Flint's " south road in Canaan. They were two
in number, by name Cooley and Chauncey. Not
being successful in making converts in Canaan,

they proceeded to Enfield. They gained adherents,

who established themselves on Shaker hill, which
is in sight of their present settlement, on the oppo-

site side of Mascomy pond, and on Jones' hill.
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They afterwards removed to their present settle-

ment. Asa Pettee, Ezekiel Stevens, James Jewett,

Ben Merrill, Zadock Wright, were some of the first

converts. The time of their establishment in En-

field according to Mr. Harris' account was in the

fall of 1782.

In the east part of the town is East pond, one

mile and an half long, and three fourths of a mile

wide. The water is deep and abounds with pick-

erel and trout of a delicious taste, weighing from 5

to 15 pounds. At the outlet of this pond is a pleas-

ant village and the residence of the late Hon. Jesse

Johnson. Mud pond is mostly in Canaan, around

which, is a marsh that can be shaken for several rods.

Its surface is composed of a texture of roots, &c. so

strong as to support a man, and abounds with cran-

berries. Besides these, there are Spectacles pond,

so called from its figure, George pond, and Mountain
pond, on the summit of Mont Calm, 200 rods long,

and 100 rods wide. At the outlets of these ponds,

there are mills.

At the base of Mont Calm, north of the Shakers'

settlement and near the turnpike, is an iron ore on
land of Mr. Abner Paddleford. This ore has been
tried and pronounced by Professor Dana to be the

best he ever saw, except some from the island of El-

ba. It can be easily wrought, and there is supposed

to be a large quantity. Iron ore has been also found

in other parts of the town.

There are two meeting houses, one of which is

occupied by the Shakers, 2 carding machines, 2 full-

ing mills, 1 oil mill, 7 saw mills, 4 grist mills, 3 of

which have two runs of stones, 4 bark mills, 2 taverns,

4 stores, 1 printing office,"^ 5 magistrates, 1 coroner, 1

in the profession of law, and 1 in the profession of

physick.

* Owned by Rev. Ebenezer Chase, who publishes the Masonic Casket, a useful and
raluable work. He also publishes the Religious Informer.



Great Whirlwind in 1821. 241

Jesse Johnson, Esq. was among the first settlers,

was a member of the legislature, and a justice of the

peace till his death in 1800. The late Hon. Jesse

Johnson, his son, was the first justice of the peace

appointed in Enfield, the first representative to the

legislature, and one of the first settlers. He was
an intelligent and useful citizen. He came to Enfield,

aged 17 years, through the wilderness on foot. The
year he was of legal age, (21) he was elected

town clerk, selectman, representative, and appointed a

justice of the peace ; he was afterwards member of

the state convention, and assisted in forming the pres-

ent constitution of New-Hampshire ; was judge of

probate, and judge of the court of common pleas ; he
was a magistrate 32 years. Proprietors* Clerk upwards
of 30, and frequently town clerk and representative.

He died Sept. 23, 1816, aged 53 years.

Account of the Great Whirlwind in New-Hampshire,
September 9, 1821.

The month of September, 1821, will long be re-

membered, as a season of uncommon storms and
tempests. On the 3d, a most violent storm
raged on the whole Atlantic coast, from Ports-

mouth to Charleston, in which many lives, and a

great amount of property, were destroyed. The
gale continued during the whole day, and its se-

verity was felt over the whole country. On the

sea shore, and in the several harbors, it was terri-

ble. The morning had been dark and gloomy, and
at six o'clock the clouds began to discharge their

watery contents, not in gentle showers, but literal-

ly in torrents. At ten o'clock the rain abated for

a few minutes, as if to collect itself for a more co-

pious discharge ; for it presently set in again with
mcreased violence, and the wind commenced blow-

ing a heavy gale from N. E. which continued to in-

crease to a most alarming height. From half past
16
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eleven till half past twelve, so great was the fury of

the elements^ that they seemed to threaten a general
demolition of every thing within their reach.

—

During that period the scene they presented was
truly awful. The deafening roar of the storm, and
the mingled crushing of windows and chimneys, and
falling timbers, with the continuous torrents of rain,

together inspired the beholder with the greatest

terror. About twelve o'clock, the wind shifted round
to N. W. but without abating its fury until half an
hour after, when it ceased raining ; the storm began to

subside, and the water to recede. At four o'clock it

changed to S. W. and the weather became calm and
serene.

This storm, though one of the most violent ever

known in New-Hampshire, produced little injury in

comparison with the whirlwind of the ninth of the

same month.

After the great rains of the third and fourth, the

weather was pleasant and generally calm. The eighth

and ninth were warm, the latter sultry.—The wind in

the afternoon blew from the southwest, until about 6

o'clock, when a dark cloud was observed to rise rapidly

in the north and northwest, and passing in a south-

easterly direction, illumined in its course by incessant

flashes of lightning. There was a most terrifying

commotion in the cloud itself^ and its appearance gave
notice that irresistible power and desolation were its

attendants. Few, however, apprehended the danger

that was threatening, or that their dwellings, which
had long withstood the fury of the tempest, were to be

swept away, like leaves before the winds of autumn.
The tornado was felt, and it is said to have com-

menced near Lake Champlain ; hail storms and vi-

olent winds were also experienced in various parts

of the United States,"^ at the same time, and nearly

*The village of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., was this day visited by a destructive hail
storm. Its duration was about 10 minutes, during which an unusual quantity of
hail fell, and in balls measui-ing from ten to fourteen inches in circumference, and
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at the same period in the West-Indies. The whirl-

wind entered this state at Cornish, and crossing the

mountain, gathered in strength as it passed through
Croj^don. Here the house of Deacon Cooper was
shattered ; his barn and its contents entirely swept
away. Passing on in a direction E. S. E., in its pro-

gress collecting into a narrower compass its power,
its path was along the low lands, till it came to the

farm and buildings of Harvey Huntoon in Wendell,
about 80 rods distant from the borders of the Sun-
apee Lake. The people in the house, eight in num-
ber, were frightened by the appearance of the cloud.

They saw the air before it filled with birds and
broken limbs of trees. In an instant the house and
two barns were prostrated to the ground. A side of

the house fell upon Mr. H. and his wife, who were
standing in the kitchen. The next instant it was
blown off and dashed to pieces. The woman was
carried across the field. A Mrs. Wheeler, who
with her husband and child were then living in the

house, had taken her child and fled to the cellar.

—

Mr. W. found himself in the cellar covered with
timbers and bricks, and much injured. A child

weighing from three to fourteen ounces. A tornado which occurred in Massachusetts,
at the precise time with that here, is thus described in a Worcester paper.—" About 6
o'clock, Sunday evening, September 9th, a black and terrific cloud appeared a little

south of the centre of Northfield, Franklin, Co., nearly in the form of a pyramid re-

versed, moving very rapidly and with a terrible noise. In its progress it swept away or
prostrated all the trees, fences, stone walls, and buildings which came within its vortex,
which in some places was not more than 20 rods and in others 40 or 50. It passed from
Iforthfield through Warwick and Orange, to the southwesterly part of Royalston, where
its force was broken by Tully Mountain. Its path was streAved for the distance of 25
miles, through the towns of Royalston, Winchendon, Ashburnham and Fitchburg, with
fragments of buildings, sheaves of grain, bundles of corn stalks, clothing, &c.

" Several persons were killed and wounded, numerous houses, barns, &c., demolished,
and many domestic animals in the track of the tornado were destroyed—Large trees

were taken 200 feet into the air, and logs which would require 4 oxen to remove them
were swept out of the bed of Tully river where they had lain for more than half a cen-
tury. The ground was torn up from the river to the mountain a distance of 40 rods
from one foot to six feet deej). The surface of the earth was broken, throughout the
whole course of the whirlwind, as wit"h the ploughshare of destruction. Stones of
many hundred pounds weight, were rolled from their beds. Lots of wood were whirled
into promiscuous heaps, with roots and tops, and tops and roots. The appearance pre-
sented by the track of the whirlwind indicated as near as the writer can judge from
actual inspection, that the form of the cloud, and the body of air in motion, was that
of an inverted pyramid, drawing whatever came within its influence towards its centre
of motion."
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eleven months old was sleeping upon a bed in the

west part of the house ; the gown which it wore was
soon after found in the water on the shore of the

lake, 150 rods from the house, and on the Wednes-
day following, the mangled body of the child was
found on the west shore of the lake, whither it had
floated on the waves. Though the sun was an

hour above the horizon, it was now as dark as mid-

night. The air was filled with leaves, fragments of

trees and gravel. The bedstead on which the child

lay was found in the woods eighty rods from the

house northerly and out of the general track of the

wind. And the feather-bed was afterwards found

in Andover by a Mr. Durgin, and restored to Mr.

Huntoon. Bricks from the chimney of the house were
carried to the distance of one hundred rods; large

pieces of timber, belonging to the house and barns,

some seven and eight inches square and twelve feet

long, were carried eighty and ninety rods ; a pair of

cart wheels were separated from the body and spire,

carried about sixty rods and dashed to pieces ; a large

iron pot was blown upwards of seven rods ; nearly all

the trees of a middling sized orchard were blown down,

many of them torn up and carried from seventy to an
hundred rods into the woods ; casks, furniture, cloth-

ing and dead fowls, were found at a much greater dis-

tance. The only furniture found near the house

was a kitchen chair. A bureau was blown across

the lake, two miles wide at that place, and except-

ing the drawers, was found half a mile beyond the

lake, the whole distance being two miles and three

quarters! From the buildings the land rises about

one hundred feet in the distance of fifty rods, then

descends to the lake. A door post of the barn, of

beech, thirteen feet long, eight by twelve inches

square, was blown through the air up this rising

ground forty-four rods. A large hemlock log, sixty

feet in length and three feet in diameter at the butt,

and nearly two at the top, was moved from its bed,
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where it had lain eight or ten years, and carried by
the wind up hill and over two large rocks seventeen

inches above the ground, situated about six feet

from where it lay, to the distance of six rods. The
rise of land in this distance is ten feet six inches.

It struck a rock, which breaking it in two, stopped

its progress. A piece of wood, heavily timbered,

one hundred rods east, of forty acres, was entirely

prostrated ; not a whole tree was left standing on
any part of it. A horse was blown up the rise before

mentioned, forty rods, and so injured as to make it

necessary to kill him. No human lives were lost, ex-

cepting that of the child.—All the other seven per-

sons, however, were injured, and some of them very
severely. A house and barn belonging to Isaac East-

man were much shattered, but not entirely ruined. The
l^ath of the whirlwind here was about half a mile wide.

From Wendell, the hurricane passed across lake

Sunapee in a most terrific inverted pyramidical

column, drawing up into its bosom vast quantities

of water. Its appearance on the lake was in the

highest degree sublime. About twenty rods in di-

ameter at the surface of the water, it expanded on
each side toward the heavens; its body dark as

midnight, but . occasionally illuminated by vivid

flashes of lightning. New-London lies on the east-

erly shore of the lake, and the loss of property in

this town was estimated at $9000. Fortunately,

no persons were killed. The house and other

buildings of John Davis standing directly in the

path of the tornado, were entirely demolished. Not
a timber nor a board was left on the ground where
the house stood, nor a brick remained in its original

place in the chimney. A hearth-stone weighing
seven or eight hundred pounds was removed from
its bed and turned upon one edge. All the furni-

ture of the house, together with the bedding, cloth-

ing, &c. was swept away, and not the value of five

dollars of it was ever found. The family were pro-
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videntially absent from the house. Three barns be-

longing to Josiah Davis were blown away, and his

house much shattered. From a bureau standing in

the corner of a room one drawer was taken and car-

ried out at the window with its contents, and has never

been found. A house belonging to Jonathan Herrick

was unroofed, the windows broken, and much furni-

ture and clothing blown away, but fortunately none
of the family were injured. A new two-story house

frame nearly covered, belonging to Nathan Herrick,

and two barns, were blown down. A house and barn

belonging to Asa Gage were unroofed, and two sheds

carried away. Anthony Sargent had one barn

torn to pieces, another unroofed, and two sheds

blown away. Deac. Peter Sargent had a barn blown
down, one unroofed, and a shed torn to pieces. A
house belonging to Widow Harvey was unroofed, and
a barn torn down. A barn of J. P. Sabin's was torn

down. A barn of Levi Harvey's blown to pieces

—

also a saw mill torn down and twelve thousand of

boards in the mill-yard carried away; a grist mill

moved some distance, and a hog house containing a

hog that w^ould weigh between three and four hun-

dred pounds, was carried two rods and thrown upon
the top of a stone Avail, when it fell into fragments,

and the hog, disengaged from his prison, walked
away unhurt. The shores of the lake on the fol-

lowing morning, were covered with the ruins of

buildings, fences, furniture, &c. which had fallen in

the tempest. Parallel to the lake shore stood a

stone wall. The stones of this were scattered at

various distances ; some of the stones weighing

seventy pounds were carried to the distance of

two rods up a rise of at least four feet in that dis-

tance. A pair of cart wheels, strongly bound with

iron, and almost new, with the spire and axle

were carried ten rods, the spire broken off in the

middle, all the spokes but two broken out of one

wheel and more than half of the other. All the
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trees in an orchard of one hundred, without a single

exception, were prostrated, and one half were carried

entirely away. The trunk of one divested of its prin-

cipal roots and limbs, was found at a distance of half a

mile at the top of quite a long hill. A piece of timber

(apparently a part of a barn beam) ten inches square

and ten or twelve feet in length, was carried a quarter

of a mile up the same hill. Near the top of the hill

was an excavation thirty-five or forty feet in length,

some places two or three feet in depth, partially filled

with mangled timbers and boards, and apparently made
by the alighting of one side of a barn, which must
have taken an aerial flight of more than eighty rods.

The extent of the whirlwind in New-London was
about four miles, varying in width as the column
alternately rose and feel. From thence it passed

up the N. W. side of Kearsarge mountain apparently

in two columns, which closed again in one as it settled

down the opposite side into Warner.
For the particulars of the narrative thus far, the

writer is indebted to intelligent gentlemen in New-
port, Wendell and New-London, who were eye-

witnesses of the desolation. A few days after, in

company with several gentlemen from Hopkinton
and Warner, the writer of this article visited the

ruins in the latter mentioned town, near the Kear-

sarge mountain, in that part formerly called the

Gore. No person could conceive without visiting

the spot, the horrors of that instant—it was but an
instant—when houses, barns, trees, fences, fowls, &c.

were all lifted from the earth into the bosom of

the whirlwind, and anon dashed into a thousand
pieces. We stood amidst the ruins almost discre-

diting our own vision, but awfully impressed with
the thought that the place was one, where the hand
of Omnipotence had been exhibited, to teach man
his impotence, in a manner that should be under-

stood and remembered. It can hardly, however, be
said that we stood among the ruins, for most of
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them had been carried beyond our sight. A few
large stones remaining in their places, and others

strewed on each side for several feet, indicated where
a stone wall had stood ; a few fragments of timber,

and a small quantity of hay, which had since been
gathered together, denoted the spot where stood the

barns ; a few timbers and bricks, and at one place

the Hoor remained, of what composed the dwellings

of the two Savarys; and the feathers here and
there discovered in the dust, shewed that the very
fowls of heaven, that had often sported with the

clouds, could not fly the swift destruction.

From the mountain there is a rapid descent into

the Gore. In the valley formed between the moun-
tain and a high hill S. E. before it, stood seven

dwelling-houses, comprising all the habitations

in that part of the Gore. The tornado came over

the mountain in the direction of the buildings, and
first struck the barn of William Harwood, carrying

it away
;

passing onward, it injured the houses of

M. F. Goodwin, J. Ferrin, and Abner Watkins, com-
pletely destroying Ferrin's barn and unroofing

Watkins'. Next in the direction of the wind, stood

the dwelling of Daniel Savary. Apprehending a

wind, Mr. Samuel Savary, aged 72 years, the father

of the proprietor of the buildings, who was himself

absent, went up stairs to fasten down a window.
The women started to his assistance, when, as they

represent, the house seemed to whirl and instantly

rose above their heads, while what was left behind,

timbers, bricks, &c., almost literally buried six of

the family in the ruins. The body of the aged

Samuel Savary was found at the distance of six

rods from the house, his brains dashed out against

a stone. Elizabeth, his wife, was very much injur-

ed by the falling timbers which fell across her.

Mary, the wife of Daniel S. was severely bruised

on her head, arms and breast, and an infant which

she held in her arms was killed. The three chil
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dren were much bruised, but had sufficiently re-

covered to tell us their artless tale, and show the

traces of the storm. This family were extricated

by the assistance of the elder Mrs. Savary, who,
though very considerably injured, had the most
surprising strength in removing the timbers and
bricks, beneath which could be faintly heard the

cries of the sufferers.

The house of Kobert Savary, was also demolish-

ed. Mrs. S. says she anticipated a shower, and
went into a bed-room to take up a child, and was
conscious of nothing more, till she found herself

confined among the timbers, greatly bruised, but
the child unhurt—her husband buried altogether in

the bricks, with the exception of his head—and two
of their children completely covered up in the splin-

ters and rubbish. This family, consisting of eight

persons, were all wounded, but none dangerously.

John Palmer, who lives up a rise, distant half a

mile, and was out at the door, saw the cloud coming
over the mountain, in shape, as he represents,

like a tunnel, the air filled with leaves, limbs of

trees, &c. He immediately attempted to enter the

door, but was caught by the arm ; at the same instant

the breast work and chimney gave way, and a part of

the frame buried Mrs. P. who was attempting to force

open the door for her husband, under the bricks and
timber. Mrs. P. was considerably hurt, the remainder
of the family not materially injured.

The wind in passing from the Savary's to Pal-

mer's, tore up everything in its course, throwing
splinters of the buildings, pieces of furniture, crock-

ery, &c., in every direction for a mile ; ten hives of

bees were destroyed ; the legs, wings and heads of

fowls were to be seen lying about ; several acres of

corn and potatoes adjacent to the buildings were
swept off clean, not leaving an ear, save at some
distance a few in heaps; stones half buried in the

earth were overturned, and we saw one which
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would weigh 500 lbs. moved several feet; a hem-
lock log 60 feet in length, half buried in the earth,

was taken from its bed and carried six rods forward,

w4iile a knot from the same log was carried fifteen

paces back, and driven with great force two feet

under the turf; a bridge covered with large oaks

split in the middle, was torn up, and the timbers

strewed for a quarter of a mile in a southerly direction.

From these dweUings it passed over the hill two
and an half miles and dowm perhaps one hundred
feet, where it swept off all the buildings of Mr. Pe-

ter Flanders, killing a Miss Anna Richardson and

an infant child. All the others, seven in number,
were wounded, some badly, and Mr. F. so severe-

ly, that for several days his life was despaired

of They informed us that no sound of wind was
heard, although some might have observed the cloud,

until the crash of the buildings took place, and then

all was over in an instant.

The buildings of Deac. Joseph True, situated in

a corner of Salisbury, were next swept away. Mr.

T. and his father-in-law, a Mr. Jones, who with his

wife were there on a visit, being at the door, saw
the whirlwind approach, and had just time to hide

themselves, one under his shop a few paces distant,

and the other down by a pile of wood, when the

buildings were, whirled aloft and stripped into splin-

ters, with the exception of some heavy sticks of

timber, one of which plunged end-ways into the

ground two feet by the side of Jones lying by the

wood, and the other end leaning upon the pile, pro-

tected him from other sticks which fell across.

—

Neither Jones nor True was hurt. And by their

exertions, Mrs. True and three or four children

were dug out from beneath the bricks, where they

were actually buried more than a foot. The oven
had just been heated, and the bricks were so hot

that in removing them from his children, Mr. T.

had his fingers burnt to the bone ! Mrs. T. and
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several of the family were badly burnt, and one

child was so disfigured as hardly to be known. The
youngest child, an infant seven weeks old, was found

at the distance of one hundred feet under the bot-

tom of a sleigh, the top of which could not be found.

The amazing power of the wind may be faintly

imagined from the evidences which we saw. In

one place near Deacon True's a hemlock log 2 1-2

feet through and 36 feet long, and nearly half buried

in the earth, was moved one or two rods. At another

place, two hemlock logs of the same size with the

other, one sixty-five feet long and the other about

forty, lying across each other, were removed about

twelve feet and left in the same situation as before.

The entire top of one of the chimneys was carried

ten rods, and the bricks left together on one spot.

Mr. True saw a tree whirling perpendicularly in the

air to an immense height. An elm tree standing a

little south of Savary's, measuring seventeen inches

diameter, whose enormous roots refused to yield,

and being too tough to break, was twisted round like

a withe ; and a few ash trees, standing at the foot

of the hill, were stripped of bark and limbs and split

literally into basket stuff!

The tornado then passed into Warner again,

tearing down a barn, and passing over a pond, the

waters of which seemed to be drawn up in its cen-

tre, terminated its ravages in this quarter, in the

woods of Boscawen.
The preceding narrative, although to many an

eye it may seem to partake rather of the marvel-

lous, than of sober reality, is nevertheless literally

true ; and there are hundreds still living, whose tes-

timony, if necessary, could be produced in corrobo-

ration. Of the destruction at Warner, and the ter-

ror of the awful scene, those who visited the place

soon after had ample demonstration. We there

saw the stone against which the unfortunate Sava-

ry was crushed—the places from whence were
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dug the children of True and Savary—the children

themselves mangled and torn—the mothers mourn-
ing the loss of an aged husband and an infant child.

We witnessed the awe of the inmates of these dis-

tressed families. We stood at the foot of the moun-
tain, and surveyed the track of the whirlwind : it

appeared as if a rushing torrent had poured down
the mountain for many days, the earth being torn

up, the grass withered, and nothing fresh and living

to be seen in the path of desolation. May God in his

mercy avert such another catastrophe.

Newspaper Extraordinary, 1689.

[If the following may be considered as a Newspaper Extra, it was probably one of

the earliest printed in this country. It was published by Samuel Green of Bos-

ton, in 1689, at the time that Dr. Increase Mather was endeavoring to procure a

new charter for the colony of Massachusetts.]

The Present State of the New-English Affairs.

f^b It IpuMisljeb to pnfient Jalse |i£porls.

An extract of a letter from Mr. Mather to the Gov-

ernoiir, Dated Sept. 3, 1689, from Deal in Kent.

The House of Commons ordered a bill to • be
drawn up for the restoration of charters to all cor-

porations. Some enemies of New England, did

bestir themselves on that occasion. But it has

pleased God to succeed endeavours and solicita-

tions here so far, as that N. E. is particularly men-
tioned in the bill.

It has been read twice, and after that referred

unto a committee for Emendations. What concerns

New England passed without any great opposi-

tion. The bill has been in part read the third time,

and the charters of New England then also pass-

ed without objection. Only some additional clauses

respecting corporations here caused debates ; so that

the bill is not as yet enacted.
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In the latter end of June, a vessel from Mount
Hope arrived here, which brought your declaration

of April 18, with an account of the revolution in

New England, The week after I went to Hamp-
ton Court and had the favour to wait on His Majesty,

who told me, that he did accept of, and was well

pleased with what was done in New-England, and that

he would order the Secretary of State to signify so

much, that his subjects there should have their ancient

rights and privileges restored to them.

The King has sent a gracious letter (which was
delivered to me, and if 1 return not myself, I shall

take care that it be sent to you) bearing date

August 12. Wherein he signifies his royal approba-

tion of what has been done at Boston, and assures

you that the government there shall be settled, so

as shall be for the security and satisfaction of his

subjects in that colony, and in the mean time bids

you go on to administer the laws, and manage
the government according as in your address you
have petitioned.

My Lord Mordant (now Earl of Monmouth)
bade me assure you that he would be your friend,

and he bade me tell you from him, that your char-

ters shoidd be restored to you by Act of Parliament.

I have been with most of the King's most hon-

orable privy council, who have promised to be-

friend New England as there shall be occasion for

it. The like I may say, of all the leading men in the

Parliament.

I have been in the Downs a fortnight, and aboard
Mr. Clark, several nights, but the wind has been
against us. And we now hear that the New-found
Land Convoyes (on whose assistance we had a de-

pendance) are gone.

Superscribed to the honorable Simon Bradstreet,

Esq. Governor of the Massachusetts Colony in

N. England.
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A Passage extracted from the publick News Letter,

Dated July 6, 1689.

The people of New England having made a tho-

row revohition, and secured the publick criminals.

On Thursday last the Eeverend and learned Mr.

Mather, president of the colledge, and minister of

Boston, waited on the King ; and in a most excellent

speech, laid before his Majesty the state of that

people : saying, that they were sober and industrious,

andJit for martial service ; and all with their lives and
interests, were at his Majesties command, to tender the

same unto his Majesty ; that they desired nothing hut

his Majesties acceptance of ivhat they had done, and
his protection ; and that if his Majesty pleased to en-

courage and commission them, he might easily he Em-
perour of America. His Majesty assured him that he

was pleased with what was done for him, and for

themselves in the revolution, and that their priviledges

and religion should be secured unto them.

Extracted from a Letter of Mr. Mather to his Son
Dated Sept 2, 1689.

On Jidy 4, the King said unto me, that he did

kindly accept of what was done in Boston. And
that his subjects in New-England should have their

ancient rights and priviledges restored and confirmed

unto them. Yea, he told me, that if it were in his

power to cause it to he done, it shoidd he done, and
bade me rest assured of it.

The Charter bill is not finished, because some
additional clauses respecting corporations here in

England, caused a debate ; and the parliament is for

some weeks adjourned.

Besides the letter from the King's Majesty, where-

of we have notice as above ; there is now arrived

an order from his Majesty to the government,

bearing date, Jidy 30, 1869, Requiring that sir Ed-
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mund Andross, Edward Randolph, and others, that

have been seized by the people of Boston, and shall be

at the receipt of these commands, detained there under

confinement, be sent on board the first ship bound to

England, to answer what may be objected against

them.

Witchcraft in JSFeio-Hampshire, 1656.

Complaint of Susannah Trimmings, of Little Har-

bour, Pascataqua.

On Lord's Day 30th of March, at night, going

home with Goodwife Barton, she separated from her

at the freshet next her house. On her return, be-

tween Goodman Evens' and Robert Davis's she

heard a rustling in the woods, which she at first

thought was occasioned by swine, and presently

after, there did appear to her a woman whom she

apprehended to be old Goodwife Walford. She asked

me where my consort was ; I answered, I had none.

She said, thy consort is at home by this time. Lend
me a pound of cotton. I told her I had but two
pounds in the house, and I would not spare any to

ray mother. She said I had better have done it ; that

my sorrow was great already, and it should be great-

er—for I was going a great journey, but should never
come there. She then left me, and I was struck as

with a clap of fire on the back, and she vanished

toward the water side, in my apprehension, in the

shape of a cat She had on her head a white linen

hood tied under her chin, and her waistcoat and pet-

ticoat were red, with an old green apron and a black

hat upon her head. Taken upon oath 18th April,

1656, before Bryan Pendleton,

Henry Sherburne,

Renald Fernald,
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Her husband (Oliver) says, she came home in a
sad condition. She passed by me with her child in

her arms, laid the child on the bed, sat down on the

chest and leaned upon her elbow. Three times I

asked her how she did.—She could not speak. I

took her in my arms and held her up, and repeated

the question. She forced breath, and something
stopped in her throat as if it would have stopped her

breath. I unlaced her clothes, and soon she spake

and said, Lord have mercy upon me,, this wicked
woman will kill me. I asked her what woman.
She said, Goodwife Walford. I tried to persuade her

it was only, her weakness. She told me no, and re-

lated as above, that her b?.ck was as a flame of fire,

and her lower parts were as it were numb and with-

out feeling, 1 pinched her and she felt not. She
continued that night and the day and night following

very ill, and is still bad of her limbs and complains

still daily of it. Sworn as above.

A witness deposed, June 1656, that he was at

Goodman Walford's, 30th March, 1656, at the

time mentioned by Mrs. Trimmings, and that Good-

wife Walford was at home till quite dark, as well as

she ever was in her life.

Nicholas Rowe, testified that Jane Walford, shortly

after she was accused, came to the deponent in bed in

the evening and put her hand upon his breast so

that he could not speak, and was in great pain till the

next day. By the light of the fire in the next room
it appeared to be Goody Walford, but she did not

speak. She repeated her visit about a week after,

and did as before, but said nothing.

Eliza Barton, deposed that she saw Susannah Trim-

mings at the time she was ill, and her face was
coloured and spotted with several colours. She told

the deponent the story, who replied, that it was
nothing but her fantasi/ ; her eyes looked as if they

had been scalded.
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John Piiddington^ deposed, that three years since

Goodwife Walford came to his mother's—She said

that her own husband called her an old Witch ; and
when she came to her cattle, her husband would bid

her begone, for she did overlook the cattle, which is

as much as to sa}^ in our country, bewitching,

Agnis Puddington^, deposes, that on the 11th of

April, 1656, the wife of W. Evens came to her house
and lay there all night; and a little after sun-set,

the deponent saw a yellowish cat ; and Mrs. E. said

she was followed by a cat wherever she went. John
came, and saw a cat in the garden—took down his

gun to shoot her ; the cat got up on a tree, and the

gun would not take fire, and afterwards the cock

wound not stand. She afterwards saw three cats

—

the yellow one vanished away on the plain ground

:

she could not tell which way they went.

John Puddington^ testifies to the same effect.

Three other deponents say, they heard Eliz, the

wife of Nicholas Rowe, say, that there ivere three men
Witches at Strawherry Bank ; one was Thomas Turpin,

who was drowned ; another, old Ham, and the third

should be " nameless, because he should be blameless."

Goodwife Walton was bound over to the next Court
Court of Associates, June, 1656.

Jane Walford, being brought to this court, upon
suspicion of being a Witch, is to continue bound until

the next court, to be responsive.

This complaint was probably dropped at the next

term. Goodwife Walford brought an action of Slan-

der in the County Court, 22d March, 1669, against

one Robert Coutch, and laid her damages at one
thousand pounds.

Declaration in an action of slander for saying that

the said Jane was a Witch, and he could prove her

one, which is very greatly to her damage.
Verdict for Plaintiff, Walford, five pounds and costs

of court.
17
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Letter from Oliver Cromwell, to Rev. John Cotton, of

Boston.

Worthy Sir and My Christian friend.

I receiued your's a few days sithence; it was
welcom to mee, because signed by you whome I loue

and honour in the Lord ; but more to see some of the

same grounds of our actinges stirringe in you that

are in vs, to quiet vs in our worke, and support vs

therein which hath had great difficultye, in Scotland,

by reason wee haue had to do with some, whoe were (I

verily think) gladly but throng weaknesse and the sub-

tletye of Sathan inuolued against the interests of the

Lord and his people ; with what tendernesse we haue
proceeded with such, and that in sinceritye, our

papers (which I suppose you have seen) will in part

manifest, and I give you some comfortable assurance

off. The Lord hath maruelously appeared euen
against them, and now againe when all the power
was deuolued into the Scottish Kynge, and the

malignant party they inuadeinge England, the Lord
rayned upon them such snares as the enclosed will

shew, only the narrative is shorfc in this, that of theire

whole armie when the narrative was framed, not fine

of their whole armie were returned. Surely Sir, the

Lord is greatly to bee feared, as to bee praised. Wee
need your prayers in this as much as eever. How
shall wee behaue ourselues after such mercyes ?

What is the Lord a doynge ? What propesyes are

now fulfillnge ? Who is a God like ours to knowe
his will, to do his will are both of him.

I tooke this libertye from businesse to salute you
thus in a word ; truely I am ready to serue you,

and the rest of our bretheren and the churches

with you. I am a poor weake creature and not

worthy the name of a worme, yet accepted to

serue the Lord and his people ; indeed my deare

friend betweene you and mee, you know not mee,

my weaknesse, my inordinate passions, my un-
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skillfulnesse and every way unfitnesse to my
worke

;
yett, yett the Lord whoe will haue mercy

on whom he will, does as you see. Pray for mee,
salute all christian friends though unknowne. I rest

your affectionate friend to serve you.

October 2, 1651. 0. CROMWELL.
For my esteemed friend Mr, Cotton, Pastor to

the Church at Boston in New-England,
Theise.

The last Will and Testament of Captain Myles

Standish.

The last will and Testament of Captain Myles
Standish, Gent, exhibited before the Court held at

Plymouth, the 4th of May 1657, on the oath of

Captaine James Cudworth ; and ordered to bee

Recorded, as followeth. Given under my hand this

March the 7th 1655.

Witnesseth these Prsents that I Myles Standish

senr. of Duxburrow, being in Pfect memory yett de-

ceased in my body and knowing the fraile estate of

man in his best estate, I do make this to bee my
last Will and Testament, in manor and forme fol-

lowing :

—

1. My will is that out of my whole estate my
funerall charges to bee taken out and my body to bee

buried in a decent mannor ; and if I die in Duxburrow
my body to bee laied as neare as conveniently may
bee to my two dear daughters, Lora Standish my
daughter and Mary Standish my daughter in law.

2. My will is that out of the remaining Pte of

my whole Estate, that all my just and lawfull debts

which I now owe or att the day of my death may
owe bee paid.

3. Out of what remaines according to the order

of this Gouernment my will is that my dear and
louing wife, Barbara Standish, haue the third Pte.
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4. I haue giuen to my son Josias Standish vpon
his marriage, one young horse, fiWQ sheep and two
heiffers which I must vpon that contract of mar-
riage make forty pounds—yett not knowing whether
the estate will bear it att Prsent, my will is that

the resedue remaine in the whole stocke and that

eury one of my four sons, viz. Allexander Stan-

dish, Myles Standish, Josias Standish and Charles

Standish, may haue forty pounds appeece; if not,

that they may haue proportionable to ye remaining
Pte bee it more or less.

5. My will is that my eldest son Allexander shall

haue a double share in land.

6. My will is, that soe long they line single that

the whole bee in Ptnership betwixt them.

7. I doe ordaine and make my dearly beloued
wife Barbara Standish, Allexander Standish, Myles
Standish and Josias Standish, Joint Exequitors of this

mv last Will and Testament.

8. I doe by this my will make and appoint my
louing friends Mr. Timoty Hatherly and Captaine
James Cudworth supervissors of this my last will,

and that they will bee pleased to doe the office of

christian loue to bee helpfull to my poor wife and
children by their christian counsell and advise : and
if any difference should arise w^hich I hope will not,

my will is that my saied supervissors shall deter-

mine the same, and that they see that my poor
wife shall haue as comfortable maintainance as my
poor state will beare the wIioIq time of her life,

which if you my louing friends please to doe though
neither they nor I shall bee able to recompenc, I do
not doubt but the Lord will.

By mee MYLES STANDISH.
Further my will is, that Martha Marcye Boben-

son, whom I tenderly loue for her grand fathers

sacke, shall haue three pounds in some thing to go
forward for her two years after my decease which my
will is my overseers shall see performed.
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Further my will is, that my servant John Irish,

Jr. haue forty shillings more than his couenant which
will appear upon the Towne Booke alwaies provided

that he continew till the time he couenanted bee

expired in the service of my exequitors or any of

them with their Joint concent.

By mee MYLES STANDISH.
March 7th, 1655.

9. I giue vnto my son and heire aparent AUex-
ander Standish, all my lands as heire aparent by
lawfull decent in Ormistick, Borsconge, Wrighting-

ton, Maudsley, Newburrow, Crawston, and in the

Isle of Man, and given to mee as right heire by law-

ful decent but surruptuously detained from mee, my
great grandfather being a vond or younger brother

from the house of Standish of Standish.

By mee MYLES STANDISH.
March 7th, 1655.

Witnesse by mee James Cudworth.

The Powers delegated to Lieut Gov. Cranjield^ hi his

Commission dated May 9, 1682.

IX Mail xxxiii. Car. ii.

The King by Letters Patent, under the great seal

of England, constitutes Edward Cranfield, Esq. Lieut.

Gov. and commander in chief of all that part of

New-Hampshire province, in New-England extending
from three miles northward of all or any part of

Merrimack river, unto the province of Maine.

1. To execute all things belonging to his com-
mission as per instructions therewith, or such fur-

ther powers and instructions as under his Majesty's

sign manual should be sent according to the rea-

sonable laws in being there, and such others as

should be made and agreed on by him, with the ad-

vice and consent of the council and assembly there,

as hereafter.
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2. Robert TVIason, Richard Waldron, Thomas
Daniel, William Yaughan, Richard Martyn, John
Gihnan, Elias Stileraan, Job Clements, Walter
Barefoot, Richard Chamberlain, Esqrs. to be of his

Majesty's council there, and to assist in the govern-

ment ; Cranfield to take an oath for due execution

of his office and trust, to be administered by any
five of the said council ; and he to give the oaths of

allegiance and supremacy and the test in the act for

the prevention of danger from popish recusants

and the oath ofdue execution of their places and trusts.

3. Power of suspending members on just cause

;

^\Q to be a quorum ; to certify vacancies by death,

departure, or suspension, that now may be appoint-

ed under his Majesty's sign manual
;

power to

Cranfield out of the principal free holders, to fill

up the council when less than seven on the place,

and not more till they are confirmed, or others

made under the sign manual ; suspended or displaced

members not to be of the general assembly.

4. Power to call assemblies of freeholders with

consent of the council, till further pleasure signified,

which assembly are to take the oaths of allegience

and supremacy, or be incapacitated ; and the gov-

ernor and assembly, to make laws agreeable as near

as may be to those of England, to be allowed or dis-

allowed by his Majesty under his sign manual.

5. Governor to have a negative voice in making
laws, with power to dissolve and prorogue against

all assemblies at pleasure ; to use the public seal ap-

pointed
;
power to give the. oath of allegiance by

himself or others to w^hom he pleases
;
power to

himself to erect what courts he thinks necessary for

law and equity in matters both criminal and civil

;

to make judges, justices of the peace, sheriffs, and
other necessary officers, and to administer necessa-

ry oaths to them
;
power to pardon criminals, ex-

cept in treason and wilful murder, and to reprieve
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therein also till his Majesty's pleasure known, and to

remit fines, &e.

6. Appeals to the King and his council in all ac-

tions, real and personal, of above £50 value, and not

under ; the appellant giving good bail to answer costs

and charges which shall be awarded by his Majes-

ty here, and execution not to be suspended by the

appeal ; in cases of life or limb, (wilful murder ex-

cepted) the party convicted to be either sent to

England, or his case, and execution to be respited

until orders therein returned by the king or his

council; power to levy men and transfer them
from one place to another in America ; to execute

the office of Capt. General and martial law in time of

war.

7. The Governor with consent of the council, to

erect forts, platforms, castles, cities, boroughs,

towns and fortifications necessary, and the same to

fortify or dismantle ; invasion to be repelled by
force of arms; to discourage vice, and encourage

virtue ; liberty of conscience to all protestants, and
those of the church of England to be principally

encouraged.

8. The present taxes to be continued until the

General Assembly fix others
;
public moneys to be

issued by the Governor's warrant with consent of

the council, and to be used for support of the gov-

ernment, not otherwise ; the Governor to be Vice

Admiral of all the seas and coasts belonging to his

government, and to receive instructions therein

from the Duke of York, Lord High Admiral there

:

power to appoint fairs, marts and markets, with the

advice of the council ; the like for ports, havens,

harbors, &c. for shipping, &c. and custom houses

and officers for the same, and those to alter and
displace, following the rules of the acts for trade

and navigation ; all officers and inhabitants to be
aiding to the governor in execution of the said

powers.
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9. Power ib appoint and displace a deputy Gov-
ernor who is to be of the council ; the council to

govern on the death of the governor, and in his ab-

sence when no deputy is appointed.

[The preceding vras found among President Weare's papers.]

Deposition of John Foullsam, 1684.

The deposition of John Foullsam, Constable for the

town of Exeter, in the province of New-Hampshire

in New-England.

This deponent testifieth and saith, that about

mid-summer last past, there came to my hands a

list of the names of the several inhabitants in Exe-
ter, with a certain sum annexed to each name,
which sums being in the whole about fifty pounds,

I was required by a warrant under the hands of

the Governor and Council with a seal of the Pro-

vince, to gather up and carry in to the treasurer of

the said Province, whereupon I demanded the same,

but was answered by almost all of them, that the

commission directed the taxes should be raised by
the General Assembly ; but these being done by
the Governor and Council only, they would not

pay, which answer I gave to the Governor and
Council : and they then took the seal out of my
hands and delivered it to Thomas Thurton, Pro-

vost Marshal so got in, and I was ordered by a war-

rant from the Secretary to assist him.

JOHN FOULLSAM.
Plymmdh, in his Majesiie*s Colo7i?/ of New Plymouth

in New-England.
Jurat. 11 die Decmb. 1684, Cor.

Tho. Hinckley, Gouernor,

Will. Bradford, Deput. Gouernor.
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Order of the Governor and Council respecting the

currency in New-Hampshire, 1683.

New-Hampshire in New-England.
By the Governor and Council.

Whereas there was an act passed in this pro-

vince in January last, in hopes of bringing plenty

of money into this province, that peeces of Eight

Eyals of Spain, or Dollars of Sevil, Mexico, and
Pillar, and all lesser peeces, (provided they be
good silver) shal pass in payment at six shillings

eight pence by the ounce, Troy weight. Which
said act, it is found by experience, doth not answer
the ends it was intended for : it is therefore hereby
ordered, that the peeces of Eight, Eyals of Spain, or

Dollars of Sevil, Mexico, or Pillar, shal pass at six shil-

lings the dollar, at three shillings the half dollar, at one
shilling six pence the quarter dollar, at nine pence
the Ryall ; and all other moneys or bullion of the

fineness of the standard of England, at seven shil-

lings the ounce, Troy weight, and the dollar of

Peru at five shillings, and so proportionably for lesser

coins. All which moneys shal continue to pass cur-

rant within this said province, till our sovereign lord

the King, his heirs or successors shall think fit to alter

and change the same.

Dated the fourth of October, in the 35th year of

the reign of our Sovereign Lord Charles the Second
King of England, &c. Annoq. Dom. 1683.

Robert Mason's Deposition, 1684.

New-Hampshire in New-England.

I, Robert Mason, Esq. proprietor of the province

of New-Hampshire, and of his Majesty's Council

there, do make oath, that I did first propose to the

Governor and Council the putting a value upon
Spanish money, as it is worth in his Majesty's mint
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in the tower of 'London. And to that end I drew up
a paper, that Spanish dollars of Sevil and Mexico
should pass at six shillings the peece, Massachusetts

money, which is four shillings six pence, English

money ; or at seven shillings the ounce Troy weight,

which is five shillings three pence, English money,
To which the Council agreed, and afterwards it was
approved by the honourable Edward Cranfield, Esq,

Governor of the said province into an order of

Council. ROBERT MASON.
Taken upon oath the 28th of October. 1684j

before me, R. Chamberlain, Just, P,
Vera copia from the original,

Teste R. Chamberlain, Just, P.
Walter Barefoot and Robert Elliot, Esq'rs, both

of the Council, made oath to the truth of the above

written affidavit made by Robert Mason, Esq. re-

lating to an order of council for the setting a value

upon coin, which was first propounded by the said

Mason, and agreed to by William Yaughan, Esq. one

of the Council, and the rest of the Council.

WALTER BAREFOOT.
ROBERT ELLIOT.

Taken upon oath the 18th of October, 1684,

before me, R. Chamberlain, Jus, P.

Veria copia from the original,

Teste R Chamberlain, Just P.

Order of Council, 1685.

At the Court at Whitehall, the 29th of Aprill, 1685,

Present, the King's Most Excellent Majesty in

Council.

Upon the peticon of William Yaughan and Na-

thaniel Weare of New-Hampshire in New-England,

setting forth among other things, that in obedience,

to a late order of Councill, the peticoner, William
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Yaughan, hath appealed against severall verdicts

and judgments, one ffine and one decree given, enr

tred vp, imposed and ordered against him in New-
Hampshire, as in the peticon is at large sett forth,

it is this day ordered that copies of the said peticon

and appeale be sent to the Rt. Hon'ble the L'ds

of the committee for trade and plantacons, who are

to examine the allegations thereof and to report to

this Board how they find the same, together with
their Lordships' opinion therevpon.

PHIL. MUSGRAVK

Articles of Complaint against Lieut. Gov. Cran-

field, 1685.

1. That at the first session of the Generall As-

sembly, Mr. Cranfield challeng'd the power of legisla-

ture and settlem't of affaires to himselfe ag't the

words of his comission, which are (you and they,

&c.) meaning the Gen'll Assembly, shall, &c. which
words (and they) he affirmed were put in by mistake

of the Clerck in engrossing his comission, and soe

entered it in the councill bookes and desired the

Assembly to make like entry, and delivered a copy of

his comission without those words (and they.)

2. He hath by purchase or mortgage from Rob't

Mason, made himself owner of the province, and
soe is not likely to act impartially betweene Maso,i^

and the inhabitants.

3. He hath made courts whereof both Judges
and Jurors haue agreed with Mason for their owne
lands, and some taken deeds from him of other men's,

lands, soe as they are engaged in interest to sett vp
Mr. Mason's title.

4. That Mason has sued 40 persons and cast all,

and the Governor's interposeall to state the cases

as by his comission he is directed was refused
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thoiigh desired'. That deft's pleas grounded on the

laws and statutes of England were rejected.

5. That they cannot reconcile the verdict with
the attachm't, nor the executon with the verdict,

nor their practice vnder colour of executon with

either.

6. That the charge of every action is 6Z. though
nothing done in court but parte of the comission

read and some blank grants without hand or scale

and those not read for one case in tenne.

7. The court charges are exacted in money, w'ch

many haue not, who, though they tender cattle, are

imprisoned for them.

8. The Ministers, contrary to his Maj's comis-

sion w^hich grants liberty of conscience to all Prot-

estants, haue their dues withheld from them, even
those due before Mr. Cranfield came, and are

threatened with 6 mos. imprisonmt for not adminis-

tring the sacram't according to the liturgy of the

Chh. of England.

9. That though the Gen'll Assembly agreed

Spanish money should pass according to weight, the

Gov'r. and Councill haue ordered peices of eight shall

pass at 6/. each thousand light.

10. That men are comonly compelled to enter

into Bonds of great penalty to appeare and answer
what shall be objected when noe crime signifyed.

11. That they haue few laws but those made
by the Governor in Councill when his comission

direction [directed] the Generall Assembly should

make laws.

12. That the courts are kept in a remote corner

of the Province, and the Sheriffe a stranger and
of noe visible estate, and soe not responsible for

faylours.
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Affidavits respecting Sir Edmund Androsse, 1690.

Joseph Lynde of Charlestown in the county of

Middlesex in New-England, being fifty-three years

of age, testifieth and saith, that in the year 1687,

Sir Edmund Androsse then Governor of New-Eng-
land did enquire of him the said Lynde what title he

had to his lands, who shewed him many deeds for

land that he the said Lynde possessed, and particularly

for land that he the said Lynde was certainly inform-

ed would quickly be given away from him, if he did

not use means to obtain a patent for it. The deed

being considered by Sir Edmund Androsse, he said it

was worded well, and recorded according to New-
England custom, or words to the same purpose. He
further enquired how the title was derived ; he the

said Lynde told him, that he bought it of, had it of,

his father-in-law in marriage with his wife, and his

said father from Charlestown, and the said town
from the general court grant of the Massachusetts-

Bay, and also by purchase from the natives, and
he said, my title were nothing worth if that were all.

At another time, after shewing him an Indian deed

for land, he said, that their hand was no more worth
than a scratch of a bear's paw, undervaluing all my
titles, though every way legal under our former

charter government. I then petitioned for a patent

for my whole estate, but Mr. West, deputy secretary,

told me I must have so many patents as there were
counties that I had parcels of land in, if not towns

;

finding the thing so chargeable and difficult, I delayed,

upon which I had a writ of intrusion served upon me
in the beginning of the summer 1688, the copy
whereof is in the Charlestown men's complaint,

and was at the same time with that of Mr. James
Russell's, Mr. Se wall's and Mr. Shrimpton's, it be-

ing for the same land in part that I shewed my ti-

tle unto Sir Edmund Androsse as above, being my-
self and those I derived it from possessed, inclosed.
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and improved for about fifty years, at which time I

gave Mr. Graham, attorney general, three pounds
in money, promising that if he would let the action

fall I would pay court charges, and give him ten

pound, when 1 had a patent completed for that small

parcel of land, that said writ was served upon me for,

w^hich I did because a Quaker that had the promise

of it from the governor, as I was informed in the

governor's presence should not have it from me, the

said Lynde, having about seven acres more in the same
common field or pasture, about a mile from his forty-

nine acres, near unto the land that the said governor

gave unto Mr. Charles Lidget, of divers of my neigh-

bors which I concluded must go the same way theirs

went, and therefore though desired to be patenteed by
the said Lynde with the forty-nine acres, he could not

obtain a grant for it. About the same time Mr.

Graham attorney General asked the said Lynde
what he would do about the rest of his land, telling

him the said Lynde. that he would meet with the

like trouble about all the rest of his lands that he
possessed, and were it not for the governor's going

to New-York at this time, there would by a writ of

intrusion against every man in the colony of any
considerable estate, or as many as a cart could hold,

and for the poorer sort of people, said Sir Edmund
Androsse, would take other measures, or words to

the same purpose. The said Lynde further saith,

that after judgments obtained for small wrongs done
him, triable by their own laws before a justice of

the peace, from whom they allowed no appeals in

small causes, he was forced out of his own county

by writs of false judgment; and although at the

first Superior Court in Sufiblk, the thing was so

far opposed by judge Stoughton as illegal, as that

it was put by, yet the next term by judge Dudley
and judge Palmer, the said Lynde was forced to

answer George Farewell attorney aforesaid, then

saying in open court in Charlestown, that all causes
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must be brought to Boston in Suffolk, because there

was not honest men enough in Middlesex to make
a jury to serve their turns, or words to that pur-

pose ; nor did Suffolk, as appeared by their prac-

tice, for they made use of non-residents in divers

cases there. I mention not any damage though it is

great, but to the truth above written, I the said

Lynde do set my hand. JOSEPH LYNDE.
Boston, 14th of January, 1689-90.

Juratus coram me,

John Smith, Assistant.

Jeremiah Shepard, aged forty-two years, and
John Burrill, aged fifty-seven years, we whose
names are subscribed, being made choice of by the

inhabitants of the town of Lynn in the Massachu-
setts colony in New-England, to maintain their right

to the properties and lands invaded by Sir Ed-
mund Androsse, governor, we do testify that (be-

sides Sir Edmund Androsse his unreasonable de-

mands of money by way of taxation, and that with-

out an assembly, and deputies sent from our town,

according to ancient custom, for the raising of mo-
ney or levying of rates) our properties, our honest

and just and true titles to our land were also in-

vaded, and particularly a great and considerable

tract of land called by the name of the Nahants,

the only secure place for the grazing of some thou-

sands of our sheep, and without which our inhabi-

tants could neither provide for their own families,

nor be capacited to pay dues or duties for the

maintenance of the public, but (if dispossessed of)

the town must needs be impoverished, ruined, and
rendered miserable, yet this very tract of land be-

ing petitioned for by Edward Kandolph, was
threatened to be rent out of our hands, notwith-

standing our honest and just pleas for our right to

the said land, both by alienation of the said land to

us from the original proprietors the natives, to
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whom we paid our monies by way of purchase, and
notwithstanding near fifty years peaceable and quiet

possession and improvement, and also inclosure of

the said land by a stone wall, in which tract of

land also two of our patentees were interested

in common with us, viz. Major Humphreys
and Mr. Johnson, yet Edward Eandolph pe-

titioning for the said land, Sir Edmund the gov-

ernor did so far comply with his unreasonable mo-
tion, that we were put to great charges and expen-

ses for the vindication of our honest rights there-

to, and being often before the governor Sir Ed-

mund and his council for relief, yet could find no
favour of our innocent cause by Sir Edmund,
notwithstanding our pleas of purchase, ancient pos-

session, improvement, inclosure, grant of the gener-

al court, and our necessitous condition, yet he told

us all these pleas were insignificant, and we could

have no true title, unless we could produce a patent,

from the King, neither had any person a right to

one foot of land in New-England by virtue of pur-

chase, possession or grant of courts, but if we
would have assurance of our lands, we must go to

the King for it, and get patents of it. Finding no
relief (and the governor having prohibited town-

meetings, we earnestly desired liberty for our town
to meet, to consult what to do in so difficult a case

and exigency, but could not prevail. Sir Edmund
angrily telling us that there w^as no such thing as a

town in the country, neither should we have liberty

so to meet, neither were our ancient town records

(as he said) which we produced for the vindication of

our titles to said lands, worth a rush. Thus were
we from time to time unreasonably treated, our pro-

perties, and civil liberties and privileges invaded,

our misery and ruin threatened and hastened, till

such time as our country groaning under the unrea-

sonable heavy yoke of Sir Edmund's government
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were constrained forcibly to recover our liberties and
privileges.

JEREMIAH SHEPARD,=^
JOHN BURRILL.

Jeremiah Shepard, minister, and John Burrill,

lieutenant, both of Lynn, personally appeared before

us, and made oath to the truth of this evidence,

Salem, Feb. 3, 1689-90.

John Hathorne, ] a • . .

T n ?• Assistants.
Jonathan Corwin,

j

"^ correct Table to bring Old Tenor into Lawful

Money, at the rate of dollar's, at six shillings per

piece, from one penny to tioenty shillings Old

Tenor."

[Boston, Printed and sold by Rogers & Fowle, 1750.]

" To THE Reader.—Inasmuch as it is thought by some that a minute Table of this
nature may be of service, and as the Table lately published at the Printing House op-
posite the prison in Queen-street, and sold at Kneeland and Green's, is very erroneous;
there being no less than one hundred and .'ixty mistakes in two hundred and forty
calculations, which has a natural tendency to do more hurt than good: Therefore, the
following Table, which is calculated with exactness, even to the flfteenth part of a
farthing, is olfiered to the public.

Old Tenor. Lawful Money. Old Tenor, Lawful Money. Old Tenor. Lawful Money-
s. d. d. q. 15ths. s. d. d. q. Utlis. s. d. d. q. 15ths.

1 S 8
-1

4 2 8 2 8 4 1 1

2 1 1 5 2 1 1 2 9 4 1 9

3 1 9 6 2 1 9 2 10 4 2 2
4 2 2 7 2 2 2 2 11 4 2 10
5 2 10 8 2 2 10 3 4 3 3
6 3 3 9 2 3 3 3 1 4 3 11
7 3 11 10 2 3 11 3 2 5 4
7h .p. 1 11 3 4 3 3 5 12
8 4 2 3 12 3 4 5 1 5
9 12 2 1 3 1 5 3 5 5 1 13
10 1 5 2 2 3 1 13 3 6 5 2 6

11 1 13 2 3 3 2 6 3 7 5 2 14
1 2 6 2 4 3 2 14 3 8 5 3 7
1 1 2 14 2 5 3 3 7 3 9 6

1 2 3 7 2 6 4 3 10 6 8
1 3 2 2 7 4 8 3 11 6 1 1

[* Rev. Jeremiah Shepard was son of Rev, Thomas Shepard, of Cambridge,

graduated at Harvard College in 1669.]

He

18
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Old Tenor. Lawful Mc pey. Old Tenor Lawful Money, f

8. rf. 8 . d. q.l s. d. s. d. q.l5ths.\
4 is 6 1 9 8 is 1 3 3
4 1 6 2 2 8 1 3 11

4 2 6 2 10 8 2 4
4 3 6 3 3 8 3 12

4 4 6 3 11 8 4 1 5

4 5 7 4 8 5 1 13
4 6 7 12 8 6 2 6

4 7 7 1 5 8 7 2 14
4 8 7 1 13 8 8 3 7

4 9 7 2 6 8 9 2

4 10 7 2 14 8 10 2 8

4 11 7 3 7 8 11 2 1 1

5 8 9 2 1 9

5 1 8 8 9 1 2 2 2

5 2 8 1 1 9 2 2 2 10

5 3 8 1 9 9 3 2 3 3

5 4 8 2 2 9 4 2 3 11

5 5 8 2 10 9 5 3 4
5 6 8 3 3 9 6 3 12

5 7 8 3 11 9 7 3 1 5

5 8 9 4 9 8 3 1 13

5 9 9 12 9 9 3 2 6

5 10 9 1 5 9 10 3 2 14

5 11 9 1 13 9 11 3 3 7

6 9 2 6 10 4
6 1 9 2 14 10 i 4 8

6 2 9 3 7 10 2 4 1 1

6 3 10 10 3 4 1 9

6 4 10 8 10 4 4 2 2

6 5 10 1 1 10 5 4 2 10

6 6 10 1 9 10 6 4 3 3

6 7 10 2 2 10 7 4 3 11

6 g 10 2 10 10 8 5 4

6 9 10 3 3 10 9 5 12

6 10 10 3 11 10 10 5 1 5

6 11 11 4 10 11 5 1 13

7 11 12 11 5 2 6

7 1 11 1 5 11 1 5 2 14

7 2 11 1 13 11 2 5 3 7

7 3 11 2 6 11 3 6

7 4 11 2 14 11 4 6 8

7 5 11 3 7 11 5 6 1 1

7 6isl 11 6 6 1 9

7 7 1 8 11 7 6 2 2

7 8 1 1 1 11 8 6 2 10

7 9 1 1 9 11 9 6 3 3

7 10 1 2 2 11 10 6 3 11

7 11 1 2 10 11 11 7 4

Old Tenor. Lawful Money,
. 8. d. s. d. q. 15ths.

12 is 1 7 12
12 117 1 5
12 2 1 7 1 13
12 3 17 2 6

12 4 1 7 2 14
12 5 17 3 7
12 6 1 8
12 7 18 8
12 8 18 1 1

12 9 18 1 9

12 10 1 8 2 2
12 11 1 8 2 10
13 18 3 3

13 1 1 8 3 11
13 2 19 4
13 3 1 9 12
13 4 19 1 5
13 5 1 9 1 13
13 6 19 2 6

13 7 1 9 2 14
13 8 19 3 7
13 9 1 10
13 10 1 10 8

13 11 1 10 1 1

14 1 10 1 9

14 1 1 10 2 2
14 2 1 10 2 10
14 3 1 10 3 3

14 4 1 10 3 11
14 5 1 11 8 4
14 6 1 11 12
14 7 1 11 1 5

14 8 1 11 1 13
14 9 1 11 2 6

14 10 1 11 2 14
14 11 1 11 3 7
15 2
15 12 8

15 2 2 1 1

15 3 2 1 9

15 4 2 2 2
15 5 2 2 10
15 6 2 3 3

15 7 2 3 11
15 8 2 10 4
15 9 2 1 12

15 10 2 1 1 5
15 11 2 1 1 13
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Old Tenor. Lawful Money. Old Tenor, Lawful Money, Old Tenor, Lawfu Money,
s. rf. s. d. q. 15ths, s. d. s. d. Q. 15th8. 8. d. s. d. g. i5//ts.

16 is 2 1 2 6 17 5i82 3" 3 7 18 10 is 2 6 8

16 1 2 1 2 14 17 6 2 4 18 11 2 6 ] 1

16 2 2 1 3 7 17 7 2 4 8 19 2 6 1 9

16 3 2 2 17 8 2 4 1 1 19 1 2 6 2 2
16 4 2 2 8 17 9 2 4 1 9 19 2 2 6 2 10
16 5 2 2 1 1 17 10 2 4 2 2 19 3 2 6 3 3

16 6 2 2 1 9 17 11 2 4 2 10 19 4 2 6 3 11
16 7 2 2 2 2 18 2 4 3 3 19 5 2 7 4
16 8 2 2 2 10 18 1 2 4 3 11 19 6 2 7 12
16 9 2 2 3 3 18 2 2 5 4 19 7 2 7 1 5

16 10 2 2 3 11 '18 3 2 5 12 19 8 2 7 1 13
16 11 2 3 4 18 4 2 5 1 5 19 9 2 7 2 6

17 2 3 12 18 5 2 5 1 13 19 10 2 7 2 14
17 1 2 3 1 5 18 6 2 5 2 6 19 11 2 7 2 7
17 2 2 3 1 13 18 7 2 5 2 14 20 2 8

17 3 2 3 2 6 18 8 2 5 3 7

17 4 2 3 2 14 18 9 2 6

Ziew^. (xov. Dunbar's Queries to his Council, 1733.

Portsmouth in New-Hampshire, December the 6th,

1733.

Gentlemen of His Majesty's Council,

Ye are all sensible of the difference and dis-

pute, between His Excellency the chief Govern-
or of this province, and me, as Lieut. Governor,

arising upon the meaning of the words of the last

paragraph of his commission, which run thus :

—

"And we do hereby require and command all offi-

cers and ministers, civil and military, and all other

inhabitants of our said province to be obedient, aid-

ing, and assisting, unto you the said Jonathan Belch-

er, in the execution of this our commission, and of

the powers and authorities herein contained ; and
in case of your death or absence out of our said

province, unto such person as shall be appointed

by us, to be our Lieut. Governor, or commander in

chief of our said province, to whom we do there-

fore by these presents give and grant, all and singu-

lar, the powers and authorities aforesaid, to be exe-

cuted and enjoyed by him, during our pleasure, or

until your return to our said province."
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I have sent this paragraph to the ministry in

England, for an explanation of it, and represented

that the chief Governor insists that he is in this

province, when he is in the Massachusetts ; I have
consulted the present judge of the admiralty, and
the advocate general upon it, and do here lay their

opinions under their hands before you ; I have also

consulted several gentlemen upon the same, and
never heard one differ from these opinions except

some of yourselves. However, I resolved waiting the

determination from England, which I now scarce

expect, because his Excellency says, he has long since

given an account how that he and the Lieut. Govern-

or had got to a good understanding, and a friendly

correspondence, and that he would endeavour it

should not be his fault if ever it should be otherwise.

By such account to the ministry, it may seem
unnecessary to them to take any thought or order

about this dispute, which is the reason that I think

myself obliged at this time to desire and demand
your opinions by virtue of the oaths you have taken

as members of his majesty's council of this province,

to the following quseries.

Whether, when the chief Governor is in the prov-

ince of the Massachusetts bay, you esteem him to be

in New-Hampshire ; if not, w4i ether, when he is in the

Massachusetts province, he can legally be called or

styled Commander in chief in New-Hampshire ?

Whether, w^hen he is in the Massachusetts prov-

ince, he can sign commissions, patents, or writs, for

calling an assembly in New-Hampshire, and date them
the same day he signs them there and transmit them
to be passed by his Majesty's council here, which

must be some days after ?

Whether in the council's meeting to pass or con-

sent or advise any such patent, or writ, or proclama-

tion, you think there is any necessity of the Lieut.

Governor's presence, when by his order the council is

convened ? And
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Whether, when the chief Governor is personally

out of the province, all proclamations, writs for

assembly, or orders, ought not to be in the name of

the Lieut. Governor, or the eldest counsellor first

named in His Majesty's instructions, resident within

the province, with the approbation of the council,

when proper?

One motive of my desiring the opinions of the

gentlemen of the council upon the dispute and these

queries, is, lest I might lie under the imputation of

ignorantly submitting my power without making any
struggle for it, and that an entry may be made in

your journals of this affair with your opinions, that

the same may be a precedent for future times.

But I hope gentlemen will be cautious and weigh
this matter fully, and consider what consequences it

may have. Your opinions shall determine me until

his Majesty's pleasure be known upon it.

DAVID DUNBAR.

Deposition of Elizabeth Miles, 1754.

Elizabeth Miles, wife to Josiah Miles of Canter-

bury, in the province of New-Hampshire, testifies

and says, that some time in the month of May,
1752, two St. Francis Indians (as they called them-
selves) named Sabbatis and Christi, came to Can-

terbury. Sabbatis made his general lodging at the

said Josiah's house for eight or ten days, and was
treated with all possible ' friendship and courtesy.

Notwithstanding the said Sabbatis often discover-

ed a restless and malicious disposition, and several

times, (her husband being absent) with insulting

threats, put her in very great fear—constantly kept
a long knife naked in his hand, and* on seeing any
man come towards the house, (of which he kept
constant watch) arm'd himself That the evening
after he went away, a negro man of the said Josi-
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ah's was taken, named Peer, and another belonging

to James Lindsay of Canterbury aforesaid, named
Tom, and carried away said Peer, of the value of

^\e hundred pounds old Tenor, at the least.

That the said Peer, about three days after, returned

pinioned and bound with Indian lines, and said that

Sabbatis and Christi had taken them, and that by
accident he had made his escape.

That some time in the month of May, 1753, she

was going to the field, and an Indian named Plaus-

way, spoke to her behind a fence and asked for her

husband, who was then at work close by. Her hus-

band inquired what company he had, and he said

Sabbatis. He inquired what he came for, or how
he dare come, (meaning Sabbatis) he evaded an
answer. Her husband desired him to go into the

house, (being vehemently suspicious they were de-

signed for further mischief) where he kept him
that night and urged the appearance of Sabbatis.

Plansway said that he was afraid that he or Lindsey

would kill him for stealing their negroes the year

before. That after assurance that if he made his

appearance that he should not be hurt—next day,

searching in the woods found him, and after a parley

he came in.

The wife of James Lindsey, a near neighbour, hear-

ing the Indians were there, came to the house, (the

Englishmen were all gone out to work) and finding

Sabbatis there, said Lindsey's wife urged his ingrati-

tude, that after he had received so much kindness at

their house, to commit such a villainous act as to rob

her of her slave, with some few words more to the same
purpose, both the Indians immediately armed them-

selves with their guns—Sabbatis with a long knife, and
Plausway with^a hatchet, and with a furious gesture in-

sulted her, holding the hatchet over her head making
attempts as if he would strike, and told her if she said

one word more about it he would split her brains out, if

he died for it the next minute. Sabbatis went out to
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her husband in the field, and told him that if he ever

see the said Lindsey's wife any more he would kill

her, be the event what it would (as her husband then

told her.)—That the said Sabbatis insisted that the

said Negroes was lawful plunder.

The deponent sold the said Indians two shirts, and
happened to see them when they shirted ; and there

was next to their skin tied a number of small metump
lines, not such as are usually made for tying packs—

a

collar of a length about sufficient to go round a

man's neck, and as she then apprehended, was what is

called captive lines.

That the deponent and her husband frequently

seeing them uncommon lines, asked what business

Sabbatis and he could have there, as they had not

brought their packs for trade. At length Plausway
said he had a kinsman named Sabbatis, who had at

Cape Sable killed an Indian, and that they agreed for

his redemption (being held by them) to pay five hun-
dred pounds or get an English slave—that Sabbatis

being his name-sake offered to assist him in the re-

demption, and said the hunting was best this way

—

that Indian must be released by the money or other-

ways, (by summer) he must be put to death.

Newitmp'shl.} Canterbury, May 21, 1754.

The aforesaid Elizabeth Miles made oath to the

aforewritten deposition, before

Joseph Blanchard, Just Peace.

A copy examined by
William Parker, Not Puh,

Register of New-HarrvpsMre for 1768,

[From Mein and Fleeming's Register for New-England and Nova Scotia.]

NEW-HAMPSHIRE.

His Excellency JOHN WENTWORTH, Esq. Governor.
Hon. JOHN TEMPLE, Esq. Lieutenant Governor.
Counsellors, Hon. Theodore Atkinson, Daniel Warner, M.
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H. Wentworth, James Nevin, Theodore Atkinson, Jun. Nathan-
iel Barrell, Peter JLivius, Jonathan Warner, Daniel Rindge,
Daniel Peirce, G. Jaffrey, Esquires.

Hon. Theodore Atkinson, Jun., Esq. Secretary.

Hon. George Jaffrey, Esq. Treasurer.

The Honorable House of Hepresentatives.

Hon. Peter Gilman, Esq. Speaker.

William Parker, esq. John Sherburne, esq. Mr Jacob Sheafe,

Portsmouth. Tho. W. Waldron, esq. Capt. Howard Henderson,
Dover. Col. J. Moulton, esq. Christopher Toppan, esq. Hamp-
ton. Hon. M. Weare, esq. Hamptonfalls. Hon. Peter Gilman,
Mr. John Giddinge, Exeter. Tho. Bell, esq. Richard Jenness,

esq. Newcastle and Rye. Josiah Bartlett, esq. Kingston. Rich-

ard Downing, esq. Newington. Andrew Wiggin, esq. Stratham.

Col. S. Barr, esq. Londonderry. Col. C. March, esq. Greenland.

Dr. Eben Thompson, Durham. Mr. J. Burley, New-Market.
Capt. Eliph. Merrill, South Hampton. John Webster, esq. Chester.

Capt. Jonathan Carlton, Plaistow and Hampstead. Maj. Joseph
Wright, Salem and Pelham. Col. John Wentworth, esq. Som-
ersworth. John Hale, esq. HoUis and Dunstable. Capt. John
Chamberlain, Merrimack and Monson.f James Underwood,
esq. Nottingham West and Litchfield. Capt. Ezekiel Worthen,
Kensington. Mr. James Knowles, Rochester. Mr. Jonathan
Church, Barrington. Colonel John Goffe, esq. Amherst and
Bedford.

Superior Court of Judicature.

Hon. Theodore Atkinson, esq. Chief Justice. Thomas Wal-
lingford, Meshech Weare, and Leverett Hubbard, Esquires,

Justices.

Wiseman Clagett, esq. Attorney General.

Mr. George King, Clerk. Thomas Packer, esq.* Sheriff.

Inferior Court of Common Pleas.

Hon. Daniel Warner, John Wentworth, Clement March, and
Peter Livius, Esquires, Justices,

Hunking Wentworth, esq. Clerk.

John Wentworth, esq. Judge of Probate.

William Parker, esq. Register.

Daniel Peirce, esq. Register of Deeds.
Mr. Eleazer Russell, Postmaster for Portsmouth.
Wyseman Clagget, esq. Notary public.

Practising Attorneys.

William Parker, William Parker, Jr. Samuel Livermore,

Wyseman Clagett, Noah Emery, John Sullivan, John Picker-

ing, Nathaniel P. Sergeant, Esquires. __^__
[* rarker, in the Copy.]
[t Formerly an incorporated township on Souhegan river, but now annexed to Am-

herst and HoUis.]
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Hon. William Parker, esq. deputy Judge of Admiralty.

Mr. John Sherburne, Register.

Hon. James Nevin, esq. Collector of the Customs.
Robert Trail, esq. Comptroller.

Leverett Hubbard, esq. Surveyor and Searcher.

John Tucker, esq. Naval Officer. Eleazer Russell, deputy.

3Ii?iisters, Churches, and Heligious Assemblies.

Rev. Samuel T^angdon, D. D. Arthur Browne, E., and Samuel
Haven, Portsmouth. Stephen Chase, Samuel Parsons, Newcas-
tle. Samuel Macclintock, Greenland. Joseph Adams, Jr., Strat-

ham. Joseph Adams, Newington. Ebenezer Thayer, Hampton.
Joseph Stacy Hastings, North Hampton. Paine Wingate, Samu-
el Perley, P., Friends, Hampton Falls. Jeremiah Fogg, Kings-
ton. Nathaniel Noyes, South Hampton. Woodbridge Odlin,

Daniel Rogers, 2d chh., Exeter. Nathaniel Trask, Brentwood.
Avery Hall, Rochester. Joseph Prince, Barrington. John
Tucke, Epsom. Jonathan Earaes, Friends, Newtown. John
Tucke, Gosport. Peter Coffin, Kingston.* Amos Tappan,
Kingston. John Page, Hawke. Josiah Cotton, Sandown. Hen-
ry True, Hampstead. Abner Bayley, New Salem. Amos Moody,
Pelham. Nathaniel Merrill, Nottingham-West. Samuel Cotton,

Litchfield. David M'Gregore, P., William Davidson, P., Lon-
donderry. [Simon] Williams, P., Windham. Ebenezer Flagg,

John Wilson, P., Chester. Aaron Whittemore, [Daniel] Mitch-
el, P., Pembroke. Giles Merrill, Plaistow. Abiel Foster, Can-
terbury. Nathan Ward, N., Plymouth. Timothy Walker, Rum-
ford.t Josiah Stearns, Epping. John Moody, Newmarket.

—

Benjamin Butler, Nottingham. John Adams, Durham. Jona-
than Gushing, Jeremy Belknap, [Coll.] Friends, Dover. James
Pike, Friends, Somersworth. James Scales, N. Hopkinton.:}:

—

John Houston, P., Bedford. Daniel Wilkins, Amherst. Stephen
Farrar, New Ipswich. Daniel Emerson, Hollis. Bunker Gay,
Hinsdale. Bulkley Olcott, Charlestown. Peter Powers, Haver-
hill. Joseph Kidder, Dunstable. Clement Sumner, Keene.

—

John Morrison, P., Peterborough. Seth Deane, Rowley [Cana-
da.]! Samuel Parsons, Rye. Thomas Fessenden, Walpole.
William Goddard, Westmoreland. Jonathan Livermore, Wil-
ton. Micah Lawrence, Winchester. Moses Badger, Episcopal
Missionary through the Province.

Field officers in the several Regiments.

Regiment of Horse Guards. Clement March, esq.. Colonel

;

Richard Downing, esq., Lieut. Colonel ; William Weeks, esq.,

Major.

Regiments of Foot.

1. Hon. Theodore Atkinson, esq.. Colonel; Hon. Daniel
Warner, esq., Lieut, Colonel ; Vacant, Major.

[* Now East Kingston, t Now Concord, t Now Hopkinton.
|| Now Eindge. Mr.

Dean's name given in the copy Barcilla Dean.
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2. John Gage, esq., Colonel ; John Wentworth, esq., Lieut.

Colonel; Stephen Jones, esq. Major.
8. Hon. Meshech Weare, esq., Colonel; Jonathan Moulton,

esq., Lieut. Colonel ; Nathan Healey, esq. Major.
4. Daniel Gilman, esq., Colonel ; Winthrop Hilton, esq.,

Lieut. Colonel ; Nathaniel Folsom, esq.. Major.
5. Edward Goldstone Lutwyche, esq.. Colonel ; John Hale,

esq., Lieut. Colonel; Samuel Hobart, esq.. Major.
(5. Joseph Willard, esq.. Colonel; Benjamin Bellows, esq.,

Lieut. Colonel ; Willard, esq.. Major.

7. Eben Stevens, esq., Colonel; Jonathan Greeley, esq.,

Lieut. Colonel; Joseph Wright, esq.. Major.

8. Andrew Todd, esq.. Colonel; Samuel Barr, esq., Lieut.

Colonel ; Samuel Emerson, esq. Major.

9. John Goffe, esq., Colonel ; John Shepard, esq., Lieut.

Colonel; John Noyes, esq.. Major.

Justices of the Peace.

Theodore Atkinson, Daniel Warner, M. H. Wentworth, James
Nevin, Theodore Atkinson, Jun., Nathaniel Barrett, Peter Livi-

us, Jonathan Warner, Daniel Rindge, Daniel Peirce, George
JafFrey, Peter Gilman, Thomas Wallingford, Meshech Weare,
Leverett Hubbard, John Wentworth, Clement March, William
Parker, Wyseman Clagett, Hunliing Wentworth, John New-
march, William Shackford, Samuel Livermore, William Odi-

orne, John GolFe, Henry Carter, George Frost, Edward Gold-
stone Lutwyche, Phillips White, Stephen Holland, Richard
Downing, Richard Jenness, Noah Emery, William Parker, Jun.,

Walter Bryant, David Lawrence, Josiah Willard, Mathew
Thornton, Mark Hunkyn, John Wentworth, Samuel Hobart,

John Plummer, Daniel Jones, Jeremiah Webster, Joseph Bad-
ger, John Gage, T. W. Waldron, Christopher Toppan, Joseph
Sias, John Leavitt, Joseph Atkinson, Samuel Emerson, John
Webster, Timothy Ladd, Joseph Smith, Andrew Wiggin, Jere-

miah Clough, Benjamin Bellows, Moses Foster, Matthew Patten,

Ezekiel Chase, Reuben Kidder, Hugh Wilson, Alexander Walk-
er, Thomas Bell, John Hale, James Underwood, John Shepard,

Jun., John Bryant, Otis Baker, Josiah Bartlett, Col. Eben Ste-

vens, John Phillips, Samuel Dudley, Jacob Hook, Jeremiah Page,

John Webster, Gideon Bartlett, Jonathan Moulton, James
Stoodley.

Thomas Wentworth, esq.. Land Surveyor.

[It appears that the number of Justices of the Peace above is 80. In 1800, the num-
ber was 472. The number in 1815, was estimated at about 1000.

From the time this Register was printed, there was no other published for the state

that we have seen, until the year 1771, whf n one was published for the year 1772. with
the following title, " A Civil, Military and Ecclesiastical Register of the Province of
liew-Hampshire, for the year 1772.]
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Bill of Mortality for Rochester, H. H.

For 47 years commencing Jan. 1, 1776, and ending Dec. 31, 1822.

By Rev. JOSEPH HAVEN, A. M.

Und b'tvv'n lEach
Years 5 5 & 1010 &20;20 &30I30 &40 40&5050&60I60&70 70&80 80 &90i90--100lyear.

1776 12 12 12 4 4 2 6 2 44
1777 8 1 5 2 1 2 1 6 1 27
1778 5 1 3 1 2 1 13

1779 5 3 1 1 1 2 2 15
1780 15 6 7 3 2 1 1 1 36
1781 4 2 1 2 1 3 1 14
1782 11 4 4 4 1 2 2 1 29
1783 8 4 1 3 1 4 3 24
1784 11 1 1 1 3 3 3 1 24
1785 8 2 3 3 2 3 2 6 29
1786 18 9 4 1 3 2 2 39
1787 14 5 3 1 4 1 2 2 32
1788 10 2 3 2 1 2 2 22
1789 3 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 11

1790 9 3 1 4 4 1 1 3 3 29
1791 15 3 10 3 2 2 2 1 1 39
1792 6 3 1 2 2 2 2 18
1793 4 2 4 1 3 1 1 1 17
1794 12 3 2 • 5 2 5 1 2 32
1795 12 2 1 2 4 4 2 1 28
1796 9 4 2 3 1 2 1 22
1797 11 1 1 1 2 1 1 18
1798 17 3 1 1 2 4 2 5 2 2 39
1799 10 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 19

1800 4 2 1 3 4 1 2 1 18
1801 4 1 1 1 3 3 13

1802 13 1 2 1 4 1 1 1 24
1803 7 1 1 1 2 1 13

1804 3 1 1 2 2 2 1 12

1805 7 2 3 2 2 1 2 19

1806 7 1 1 2 i
JL 2 2 2 1 19

1807 4 1 2 3 1 3 2 1 1 18
1808 6 1 5 1 2 15

1809 7 2 2 2 6 3 1 23
1810 6 1 1 1 1 3 3 2 1 18

1811 9 1 1 3 2 1 2 2 1 22
1812 5 1 2 4 2 16

1813 5 2 3 1 2 1 4 17
1814 7 1 1 2 4 2 1 1 2 21
1815 4 2 1 1 2 1 1 2 13

1816 3 4 3 3 1 2 2 2 2 2 23
1817 4 2 3 1 1 3 1 6 3 2 1 28
1818 2 1 1 1 1 5 11

1819 6 1 2 1 1 4 2 3 1 21
1820 1 1 1 5 2 1 11
1821 2 1 1 1 1 3 6 4 19

1822 7 1 1 1 1 1 3 4 4 1 24

361 57 68 76 72 71 52 71 106 81 20 1038
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[Remarks.—Fropi the commencement of the preceding table

in 1776, to the year 1798, it includes the deaths in Farmington

and Milton ; the former of which was separated from Roches-

ter, 1 December, 1798, and the latter, 11 June, 1802. Since the

year 1798, it includes only the deaths in Rochester, and from

this period, it does not include the whole number of deaths, as

the ages of many could not be ascertained. One person, it

appears from the Appendix to the 3d Vol. of Dr. Belknap's His-

tory of New-Hampshire, attained to more than 100 years, and

several, says Mr. Haven, have come very near that age. Roch-

ester, in 1775, ranked as the third town in population in the

county of Strafford, containing 1548 inhabitants. In 1790, it

ranked as the first, containing 2857 inhabitants ; in 1800, it had

2646 in 1810, it had 2118; and in 1820, 2471.]

Original Letters relating to Dr. Belknap's History

of New-Hampshire.

Copy of a Letter from Col. Nathaniel Peabody to

Rev. Jeremy Belknap.

Concord, New-Hampshire,
January 17, 1791.

DexVr Sir,

When I embraced the pleasure of addressing you
in October last, enclosing for your observation some
historic hints respecting persons and things in this

state, I omitted part of my intentions, which was to

request from you information, what mode amongst
those that were the most likely to meet the approba-

tion of such a multifarious as under popular gov-

ernments generally compose the legislature of a state,

would best suit your inclination, for this state or indi-

viduals, in a moderate but useful manner to express

their grateful feelings excited by your arduous atten-

tion as author of the History of New-Hampshire.
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There are, Sir, many respectable characters both
in and out of the legislature, that esteem themselves

and the state under peculiar obligations to you for

the undertaking. Various modes have been mention-

ed for manifesting their feelings upon the occasion.

Some say a small grant—others say, take a number
of the books. To this last, it is objected that it may
be possible that taking the books might serve the

printer more than the author. Others say, by giving

a certain number of books to purchase copy of the

second and third volumes, but all are uncertain what
would be most agreeable to you.

I feel myself much engaged to affect some mea-
sures favorable to your wishes and interest, but am
uncertain what to move for. I write this without the

privity or advice of any of my friends. And if you
will be so obliging as to favor me with a line on the

subject it shall not be used to your injury. And be
assured that I shall at all times be gratified by re-

ceiving your commands, and be happy in promoting
your wishes and the good of my country.

I am, dear Sir, yours, &c.

NATHANIEL PEABODY.
Eev. Mr. Belknap.

Boston, 20 January^ 1791.

Dbar Sir,

I should have been extremely glad to have had
more time to consider of an answer to your favour

of the 17th, but as the post is to set off on his re-

turn in one hour and an half after his delivering;

your letter, and I am all the time interrupted by
company, I have only time to tell you that I never
received the communication which you say you
made in October. I have lately received a line

from Mr. Stephen [Peabody*] in which he promises

[* Obliterated in the original, but presumed to be Pedbody.]
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me something from you immediately on the rising of

the court.

In answer to your request requesting what the

Court should do—my first thought is this, that un-

less there appears to be a general intention among
the members to favor the cause, I would not have
any motion made which might subject me to the same
mortification that I experienced in 1785. But if the

gentlemen are disposed to do something which may
shew their acceptance of my service, a clear grant

would be my choice, because on either, of the other

proposals^ I might experience some embarrassment.

I am, Sir, with much respect.

Your obliged, humble Servant,

JEREMY BELKNAP.
Superscribed,

The Honorable Nathaniel Peabody, Esq.

Concord.

By Mr. Bean.
[Copied from the original, not in the handwriting of Dr. Belknap, but having the

signature in liis hand-writing.]

On the 17th Feb. 1791, the legislature of New-
Hampshire '^ Voted, that the Kev. Jeremy Belknap,

have and receive out of the treasury of this state,

fifty pounds as an encouragement for his laudable

undertaking of compiling and perfecting the history

of this state."

Dr. Belknap acknowledges this grant in the pre-

face to the third volume of his History in the follow-

ing manner. After stating some of the embarrass-

ments with which he had struggled in the prosecution

of the work, he says, " As some encouragement to the

work, the Legislature of New-Hampshire have grant-

ed fifty pounds, which I have received, and for which
they again have my thanks."

Letter from Col Feahody to Rev. Mr. Belknap.

[This letter has not been found.]
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Copy of a Letter from Ltev. Mr. Belknap to Col.

Peahody.

Boston, March 28, 1791.

Sir,

Your favour inclosing the vote of the Assembly
demands my thanks, and I wish you would give me
your advice respecting the mode in which it will be

proper for me to express my sense of the favourable

notice which they have taken of me and my labours.

I esteem it as a mark of their approbation and an en-

couragement to proceed, and as such I shall accept

it.

You will excuse my saying that I cannot view it

as " a recompence" when you consider my attention

and labour for more than eighteen years past in col-

lecting, compiling, digesting and copying the history

;

together with the expense and risque which 1 have
incurred. The expense of publishing the first vol-

ume was upwards of £250, and I expect that these

which 1 have in hand will cost £400 ; the payment
of which, excepting what the assembly have granted,

will depend on the sale of the books. The paper,

printing, engraving and binding, besides incidental

charges, must absolutely be paid for by the Author

;

for I cannot find that the Tradesmen concerned will

risque any thing.

I have lately been informed that there is an Aca-
demy set up in your neighborhood and under
your patronage. The state of literature will make
an article in my account of New-Hampshire ; I

therefore request of you some account of this insti-

tution—its date, its funds, the expense of tuition

and boarding, the names of its preceptors, and any
other particulars which you may think proper to

communicate.
I am much obliged by your kind offers to serve

me, and should be very happy in an opportunity to

do you a kindness. When you come to this town,
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pray let me have the pleasure of seeing you at my
house.

I am, Sir, with Respect, your
obliged and obedient Servant,

JEREMY BELKNAP.
Col. Peabody.

A Topogrcqohical and Histoincal Sketch of Bedford,

in the County of Hillshorough.

[Communicated by Messrs. A. Foster and P. T. Woodbury.]

Bedford, in the County of Hillsborough, is situated

on the west side of Merrimack river, in latitude 42^

57' north;

It is bounded on the east by the river, which sep-

arates it from Manchester, on the south by the town
of Merrimack, on the west by Amherst and New-
Boston, and on the north by Goffstown, comprising an
area of 20,660 acres.

Bedford is one of the seven townships granted by
the General Court of Massachusetts, in the year 1732,

to the officers and soldiers, (or their lawful representa-

tives) who were in the service of their country, in the

Narraganset war of 1675, as a reward for their public

services. " A considerable time had elapsed since that

event, and many of the officers and soldiers who serv-

ed in that expedition were dead. Of one hundred and
twenty persons to whom this town was granted, only

twenty of those veterans were living in 1733. The
grantees assembled on Boston common, on the 6tli

clay of June, 1733, at which time, they divided

themselves into seven distinct societies of 120 per-

sons each, and entitled to one of the said town-

ships. Three persons were chosen a committee
from each society, who met at Luke Yerdey's, in

Boston, on the 17th day of October, 1733, and as-

signed the several townships among their respec-
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tive societies;" This town, Narragansett, No. 5, was
assigned to 57 persons belonging to Boston, 15 to

Eoxbury, 7 to Dorchester, 2 to Milton, 5 to Brain-

tree, 4 to Weymouth, 13 to Hingham, 4 to Dedham,
1 to Stoughton, 2 to Brookline, 1 to Needham, 2 to

Hull, 1 to Medfield, 5 to Scituate, and 1 to Newport.^
In the winter of 1737, the first settlement was

commenced by Robert and James Walker, and in

the year following by John Goffe, afterwards colo-

nel Matthew Patten, afterwards Judge of Probate,!

and Capt. Samuel Patten, and soon after, by many
others. They originated from the north of Ireland,

but immediately from Londonderry and Chelms-
ford. They commenced their first labours near
the banks of the Merrimack, on a piece of ground
now called Patten's field on the Boston road. The
first couple married in this town were Mr, Thom-
as Chandler to Miss Hannah Gofle, and the first male
child born was Silas Barron, January 16, 1741, son of

Capt. Moses Barron.

Though Bedford was for some time one of the

frontier towns and exposed to incursions of the

savages, yet there is no recollection of more than
one person being killed by them. In the year 1745,
James McQuade and Robert Burns, went to Pena-
cook, (Concord) to purchase corn for their families,

[* Narragansett No. 1, was located in Maine, and is now
called Buxton ; No. 2, was in Massachusetts, now called West-
minster ; No. 3, called also Souhegan West, now Amherst

;

No. 4, " lay partly at a place called Quabbin and partly west of,

and adjoining Hatfield," Mass. ; No. 5, was Bedford ; No. 6, was
Templeton in Worcester County, Mass. ; and No, 7, was what
is now called Gorham, in Maine. There is a memoir of the
Narragansett townships, in MS. in the library of the Massa-
chusetts Historical Society.]

t Hon. Matthew Patten was born in Ireland, May 19, 1719, emigrated to this country
in 1728, and went to Souhegan-east 1733, was second Judge of J:'rebate in Hillsbor-
ough county, and the first alter the revolution.. He was appointed to that otiice in
1776. He represented the towns of Bedford and Merrimack in 1776 and 1777; was
counsellor in 1778; was appointed a justice of the peace about 1751, and was contin-
ued in tliat office until bis death which occurred August 27, 1795.

MS. Letter of Samuel Chandler, Esq., of Bedford.

19



2^0 Sketch of Bedford, K R
and had proceeded on their return homeward as far

as Suncook, (Pembroke) when they were fired upon
by a party of Indians who lay in ambush awaiting

their return. McQuade was shot dead, but Burns
made his escape by running in a zigzag direction,

which method baffled the fire of his pursuers, and he
arrived in safety to his family. About this time,

1745, several garrisoned houses were kept, the princi-

pal of which were those of Kobert Walker, James
Walker and Matthew Patten, which afforded places of

security to the inhabitants in times of alarm and
danger, one of which has been standing until within

forty years.^ The first framed house was built by
Thomas Chandler, and the first grain mill and saw-

mill, by Col. John Goffe.

In the year 1750, this town received its charter,

signed by Benning Wentworth, Esq. governor of the

province, which was dated the 19th of May. It

now changed its name of Souhegan-east for Bed-

ford. The first meeting under the charter was
holden 6th of June, 1750, at Matthew Patten, Esq.'s

barn, in which Col. John Goffe, who was authorized

to call the first meeting, presided as moderator.

—

John McLaughlin was chosen town clerk, and Sam-
uel Patten, Kobert Walker and Thomas Chandler,

were chosen selectmen, Forgus Kennady, consta-

ble, and James Walker and William Moor, door-

keepers.

The church in Bedford was gathered in the year

1757, about which time the Kev. John Huston was
ordained. The principal founders of it were Kob-

ert Walker, Benjamin Smith, William Moor, Kobert

Gilmore, James Little of Bedford, and James Moor,

of Merrimack, and William McDole of Goffstown.

* The following persons were in the service of their country in the French War, viz.

William McDougal, George Orr, Eobert Holmes, Thomas McLaughlin, Samuel Fatter-
son, James Patterson, Nathaniel Patterson, John Orr and John Moor, the last of whom
was taken prisoner at Fort William Henry and carried to France, from thence to Eng-
land, from whence he returned home.
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The names or number of early communicants, are not

known.
In the revolutionary war, Bedford furnished a

large number of citizens who united in opposing the

oppression of Great Britain, and in common with

their fellow citizens were zealous in sharing the dan-

gers and hardships to which they were exposed.

Their zeal and patriotism was manifested by a ready
compliance with the requisitions of congress and the

orders of the provincial conventions."*

* The foUowine:, fi»*e the names of those revohitionary patriots who served their
countiy in the glorious struggle for independence, viz.

Col. Daniel Moor, Maj. John Goffe, Capt. Thomas McLaughlin, Lt. John Pat-
ten, John Fatten, jr. Samuel Patten, James Patten, Robert Patten, John Gault,
Isaac Riddle, David Riddle, John Riddle, Amos Martin, James Martin, Stephen
Goflfe, (lost at sea) Hugli Thornton, (died in service) Primus Chandler, (taken at
the Cedars and never after heard of) Samuel Moor, Samuel Barr, John Collaham,
(killed) James Moor, Robert Cornwell, James Greer, Jonas Cutting, William Par-
ker, John Hillen, John McAllister, Barnet McCain, Jolin Griffin, Luke Eager, Sol-
omon Kemp, (killed) John O'Neil, John Dorr, (killed) George Hogg, John Gardner,
John Vickoiy, Robert Dcrumple, (killed) Patrick Larkin, Samuel Patterson, James
Patterson, William Houston, Whitfleld Gilmore, Zachariah Chandler, James Hous-
ton, Valentine Sullivan, (taken in the retreat from Canada and died a prisoner)
John Ross, James Steel, Stephen March, Robert Morrill, Jonah Turrill, Patrick
O'Murphy, Patrick O'Fling, Calvin Johnson (died in service) Hugh Matthews, Jo-
seph Matthews, William Caldwell, John Dobbin, John Bois, taken prisoner and car-
ried to Limerick, (Ireland) and from thence to Mill Prison (Eng.) Josiah Gordon,
Phineas Aiken, John Mannahan,Thomas Lancy.William Goflfe, (killed) William Bar-
nctt, (died in service) David Houston, John Burns, James Smith, William Burns,

Wood, John Russell, Samuel Turrill, and Levi Whitman.
The following soldiers were with Lt. JohnOrrat the battle of Bennington under

Gen. John Stark, viz., John Barnett, Samuel Remox, (wounded by a musket ball

through each hip) Samuel Houston, Robert Burns, James Walker, William Mc-
Laughlin, William Moor, Adam Smith, John Wallace, Jacob McQuade, Samuel
M'Aflfee, (who died) Robert Matthews, Isaac Houston, Hugh Riddle, James Wal-
lace, John Aiken, and John Bell. Lt. Orr was wounded in the thigh, by a musket
ball in the early part of the engagement, a part of which he preserved until the
day of his death.*

[* The Hon. John Orr, died at Bedford, January, 1823, aged 75. He was in the battle of

Bennington, under Gen. John Stark, and received a wound in the thigh in the early part

of the engagement. The ball entered just above the knee joint, and lodged in the bone,

which was much fractured, and large pieces were afterwards extracted. Inconsequence

of this wound, the knee joint became stiff, and he was a cripple the remainder of his life.

Asa man, a magistrate and a christian, but few have been more esteemed, or can be more
deeply lamented. He possessed a strong discriminating mind, a sound judgment, and
retentive memory, which eminently fitted him to discharge the duties ot the several sta-

tions which he filled. For many years, he represented the town of his residence in the

General Court, and for seven years in succession, was elected a Senator from the seventh

senatorial district. After the new division of the state into districts for the choice of

Senators, December 29, 1803, he was elected Senator for District No. 3, the two succeed-

ing years. He was afterwards, for a number of years in succession, the candidate for

Councillor of the county of Hillsborough. He was among the oldest magistrates in the
county, and had been in commission, as Justice of the Peace and of the Quorum, more
than twenty years.—i'^armer ^ Moore's Collections.

'[



'292 Sketch of Bedford, N. H.

In the westerly part of the town the soil is une-

ven and stony, but its qualities are warm and moist.

The easterly part, bordering on the Merrimack, is

plain or pine land, with considerable intervals

which are very productive. The original growth
was white oak, from which many ship frames have
been procured and taken to Charlestown, Ms.

;

black and red oak, walnut, chesnut, hard and white

pine, white and rock maple, white and black birch,

and hemlock.

The farmers in this town have paid increasing

attention to sheep ; the introduction of the merino

breed has become an interesting and profitable con-

cern. They have also paid great attention to the

cultivation of hops, of which more are raised here

than in any other town in New-Hampshire—perhaps

one hundred thousand pounds annually.

The population of this town in 1775, was 495; in

1800, 1182; in 1810, 1296; in 1820, 1375. In 1822,

there was one more female than male.

The principal manufactures are woollen and lin-

en, of which considerable quantities are manufac-

tured, and of a quality equal to foreign importa-

tions, more particularly the latter, which is of the

finest fabrick.

The agricultural and general condition of this

town has of late become flourishing. There are

two mails which pass through this town every

week from Concord, one of which goes to Amherst,

and the other to Boston, (via Dunstable.) There
are two houses of public worship, ten school districts,

six grain mills, eight saw mills, one clothing mill,

one carding machine, one hat factory, one bark mill,

three wheel-wrights, nine blacksmiths, three taverns,

and seven trading stores.

Sibbins' pond, situated in the easterly part of the

town, derived its name from a man of that name,
who .came from Braintree long before any inhabit-

ants, and made shingles and tar near this pond.
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The relics of his works are still visible. Properly

speaking, there are three ponds, which appear to

be united by their waters beneath an extensive

bog, floating upon the surface and rising and fall-

ing with the waters of the pond. It appears to be

made land of a late date, and may be shaken to a

considerable extent merely by stamping upon it. A
pole may be driven through this bog to almost any
depth. The ponds taken together are about eighty

rods in diameter, they abound in almost every kind

of fresh water fish, but more particularly pickerel,

some of which are very large.

Benjamin Smith and his wife came from the

north of Ireland in the year 1738, he then being 19,

and she 21 years of age; they were married in Lon-

donderry soon after their arrival, after which they

came to this town where they lived together in a

married state 72 years. The oldest person now liv-

ing in this town is widow Sarah Colburn, who is up-

wards of ninety years of age.

The following are the names of graduates from

this town.—At Dartmouth College, Joseph Goffe,

1791, John Vose, 1795, Benjamin Orr, 1798, Joseph
Bell, 1807, John Walker, 1808, William Gordon,

1811, William Orr, 1816, Adam Gordon, 1817, John
Aiken, 1818, James T. M'Gaw, 1820. At Yale Col-

lege, Isaac Orr, 1818, Robert Riddle, 1819, Freeman
Riddle, 1819, Robert Orr, 1820.—At Middlebunj
College, Isaac 0. Barnes, 1820, and four now (1823)
in College. There is a Library which was incorporat-

ed in 1802.

Mineralogy.—Iron is found in many places and
in many varieties. On the south side of Crosby's

brook, near its mouth, and on the bank of the Mer-
rimack adjoining, is found the common bog ore,

which fifty years since was manufactured in con-

siderable quantities near the mouth of said brook,

but in consequence of the ore's failing, the manu-
facturers were obliged to discontinue their work.
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Large quantities of ore have been transported with-

in a few years to Billerica. (Mass.) and the forges

out of town. Sulphur of iron or iron pyrites, is

found imbedded in common granite; frequently it

is crystallized in the form of a cube. Red oxide

of iron, or red ochre, is found combined with alu

mine; it has been used with success for paint, in-

stead of yellow ochre of the shops ; it forms diffe-

rent colors by calcination. Graphite, or black lead,

pyritous copper, schorl, hornblende, epidote, talc,

tourmaline, garnite, black and common ; mica, black,

yellow, green, laminated and prismatic, are all

found in greater or less quantities. The stones are

principally a very fine grained granite ; near the

centre of the town, this species of stone is worked
to considerable extent ; it has been transported to

Boston and Newburyport. Here is the graphic

granite, glaubiilar granite and porphyritic granite,

green stone, sand stone, pudding stone, combined
with sulphuret of iron, gneiss of the best quality

and in great abundance. The lock on Smith's falls

was built of one single stone of gneiss; it would
split ten or twelve feet with very little difficulty,

and with great trueness. Rock crystal, on crystal-

ized quartz, are found in great abundance and very
large, possessing a variety of colors, white or grey,

yellow, red, black, green, blue and violet. Clay of

a superior quality for brick, is found in great abun-

dance. On the west line of Bedford, adjoining Ches-

nut Hills, are a remarkable gulf and precipice,

which are regarded as objects of curiosity. A
brook trickles its waters over the precipice in zig-

zag disorder. The fall in one hunded yards, is

about two hundred feet. At the bottom, the wa-

ter is collected in a small bason, a few feet in di-

ameter, and it is stated by the neighbors that no
bottom can be found. A pole has been run down
forty feet with very little resistance. The stones

which form the banks of the gulf are glaubular gra-
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nite. The sides are covered with hemlock, pine and

evergreens.

Antiquities.—Opposite GofFe's Fall, on the west

bank of Merrimack River, is a grave yard, by whom
formed, the inhabitants of the present day are en-

tirely unacquainted : the oldest of them say that

eighty years since, this piece of land was cleared,

up and down the river bank, about ten rods long and

four wide. The top of the bank is something like

forty feet from the surface of the river. Bones, at

various times, have washed out of the bank : in the

summer of 1821, Doctor Woodbury and Mr. F.

Eiddle, obtained a part of three skeletons; the

bark which contained them was very visible, one

of them appeared to have been put into the ground
in a sitting posture; all their heads were towards

the south. One set of these bones is of a middling

size, and from every appearance is a female's : the

hair was done up in a bunch on the back part of the

head, something as the females do theirs up at the

present day, and was very perfect, but the skull

was considerably broken. Another set of bones

is very large and tall, the skull is uncommonly large

and nearly perfect, having all its teeth with all the

processes entire. This is unquestionably a male of

uncommon stature; the thigh bones being nineteen

inches in length. These bones undoubtedly be-

longed to some of the aborigines. There have
been inhabitants near this place between eighty

and ninety years. On this bank and around it, have
been found stone chisels, gouges, hatchets and ar-

rows, principally made from green stone : one hatch-

et, in particular, is studded with pyritous copper on
the head ; having the appearance of being gilded.

Near this grave yard, both above and below it, may
be traced to this day, an extensive settlement of the

aborigines along the river bank.

Fiscataquog Village, situated in the north-east

part of Bedford, on the Fiscataquog river, near its
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mouth, contained in 1821, an elegant meeting-
house, twenty dwelling-houses, three trading stores,

a tavern and a number of mechanick shops, a saw
mill and grain mill with two run of stones. A
handsome bridge is thrown across the Piscataquog
in this village, sixty feet in length, supported by
one pier. Since the Union Canal commenced its

operation, the boating business has been carried on
with much success. Some of the stores are so

situated, that by the assistance of a lock at the

mouth of the river, boats are brought up under
them, and their freight hoisted from the boats into

the stores; in consequence of which, the vicinity

is supplied with the heavy articles of salt, lime,

iron, fish, plaister, and many other articles, at Bos-

ton prices, with the addition of a small freight. On
the south side of the Piscataquog, below this

village, is a public landing which extends to the

Merrimack, for lumber of all descriptions which is

brought from the surrounding country in great

abundance ; from thence taken to market by rafts

and boats to Newburyport, and through the Mid-
dlesex Canal to Charlestown and Boston.

Sixty years since, the place where this village

now stands was a howling wilderness, and almost

unfrequented but by the aborigines, who ranged the

banks of the Merrimack in quest of fish and game of

various kinds.

Fishing.—Until within a few years, salmon and
shad were caught near this village in sufficient quan-

tities to supply the surrounding inhabitants ; but
since the erection of locks and dams on the Merri-

mack, very few have been caught.

The rise and present flourishing condition of this

village, is owing in a great measure to the enterprise

and industry of William Parker and Isaac Eiddle,

Esqrs. who were the first adventurers in the mercan-
tile trade in this village.
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DOCUMENTS,

Relating to the History of New-Hampshire.

The constitution of the New-Hampshire Histor-

ical Society declares its object "is to discover, pro-

cure, and preserve whatever may relate to the natu-

ral, civil, literary and ecclesiastical history of the

United States in general, and of this State in

particular." One mode of effecting this purpose is

to collect the documents which relate to those sub-

jects, and deposit and carefully preserve them in

the library of the Society. But the most effectual

method of preservation is that of publishing them
in their Collections ; this will not only diffuse a

knowledge of them to a portion of the reading

community, but by multiplying copies will insure

them against accidents and the ravages of time.

Their use and importance require that proper meas-

ures should be adopted for the preservation of such

as remain. Without a knowledge of those papers,

no man can properly write, or fully understand,

the history of our country, or the biography of some
of its distinguished citizens.

I have devoted a considerable portion of my time,

for the last forty years of my life, in collecting

documents, printed and manuscript, relating to the

United States in general, and to New-Hampshire
in particular. My collection, compared with those

that still exist, is very small ; indeed, very many of

the most valuable papers, those which relate to

events anterior to the revolution, can only be found
in the records and files of the board of the Lord's

commissioners of trade and plantations, in Great
Britain. But such documents as I have, that ac-

cord with the objects of the Society, I am willing

to furnish for publication. A portion of them are

herewith sent for the first volume of the Collec-

tions of the Society; and should they be consider-
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ed useful, I will transcribe others for the next vol-

ume. It is to he hoped, that their publication will

induce gentlemen who possess other documents, to

furnish the Society with copies of them.

My object in making this communication is to

furnish materials for history, and as far as my
means will permit, for that portion which relates to

the subject of legislation. Every well-informed

man must consider the history of our laws, and the

proceedings of the legislative and judicial depart-

ments of our government, more useful and neces-

sary than a history of the wars that have occurred in

our country. Our wars will be few, if those who
administer the government perform their duty; but

4every citizen has a daily and constant interest in the

laws, and their administration—they are connected
with all the rights we enjoy in social life ; and it is

of importance to know their origin and the progress

made iai their improvement.
My intention is to arrange the documents in chro-

nological order. In the more ancient papers, I shall

omit the double dates, which were affixed to them,

and begin the year with January, according to the

present practice.

They will principally consist of orders, instructions,

and grants from the British government, letters, mes-

sages of governors, answers of the legislature, and
such votes and proceedings of legislative and execu-

tive bodies as will exhibit their character, and the

progress in legislation and government.

WILLIAM PLUMEK.
Epping, January 28, 1824. .

No. 1. A Deed from four Indian Sagamores, to

Rev. John Wheelwright and others.

\_See 1 Belknap^s JST. H., page 289, app. This deed is dated
May 17, 162^, and was recorded in the York county records,

according to the original found on the ancient files for that

county, the 28th day of January, 1718.
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RemarJcs on the Authenticity of the Wheelwright

Deed.

It has been recently affirmed by a writer in one
of our public papers* that this deed "is, without
doubt, a forgery." The reasons he assigns in sup-

port of this opinion are, that Wheelwright was not

heard of in this country till 1636, seven years after

the date of the deed; that Samuel Sharpe, one of

the subscribing witnesses, was then on the ocean;

that of the seven witnesses to the delivery of pos-

session, no one of them witnessed the execution of

the deed, though made the same day; as some of

these witnesses were officers and agents of Laconia,

it is incredible they should have lent their names to

an act destructive of their own title; that Wheel-
wright, in 1634, four years after the purchase from
the Indians, claimed only about a mile square at

Squamscott-Falls ; that when Wheelwright and the

other gentlemen at Exeter were censured in 1639
by Massachusetts, for dealing with an Indian and
buying Winnicomett, they made no mention of the

grant from the four sagamores ; that no trace of Au-
gustine Story, Thomas Wite and Thomas Levitt is

to be found in the history of Massachusetts or New-
Hampshire; that William Wentworth, one of the

supposed grantees, died in 1697 ; if he was only

twenty-one years old, when the deed was executed,

he must have been eighty-one when he performed
the astonishing feat of strength that Belknap re-

cords of him ; and that the original deed cannot now
be found.

Though these reasons may merit consideration,

they do not, in my opinion, prove that the deed frmx
the four sagamores is a forgery. We have no evi-

dence that Wheelwright did not come to this coun-

try till the year 1636. Though he came with his

* Portsmouth Journal, Nov. 22, 1823.
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family in that. year to New-England, he might be-

fore that time have visited and resided in it some
time without his family, and that appears to be the

opinion of one of our early historians. Dr. Cotton

Mather, as is expressed in his letter of 1708 to

Yaughan.t But we have more conclusive evidence

to this point : Neale and Wiggin, who laid out the

four jSrst towns in New-Hampshire, in their return

to John Mason, of August 13, 1633, explicitly state

the fact of Wheelwright's having previously pur-

chased of the Indians a tract of land at Squam-
scott-Falls, which, when settled, was to be called

ExeterX
The second objection is, that Samuel Sharpe,

one of the subscribing witnesses, was on the ocean

the very day the deed is dated ; and to prove this,

the reader is referred to 1 Prince's N. E. Chronolo-

gy, 185. But in the passage referred to, there is no
evidence that Sharpe was on the ocean that day
any more than that John Endicott was, who in fact

arrived in Massachusetts the preceding summer,
and was then governor of that colony. All that

Prince states is, that Endicott, on the 30th of April,

1629,§ was, by the company in England, appointed

governor of Massachusetts, and Sharpe a member
of the council in that colony, and not that either of

them were then in England, or on the ocean. There
is, however, better and more conclusive authority

than Prince. I will state the facts, though one of

them favors the writer upon the point under consid-

eration. A letter from the council in England, da-

ted April 17—21st, 1629, states that previous to its

date they had received a letter from governor En-

dicott written by him in New-England, dated Sep-

tember 13th, 1628 ; and that they, [the council in

England] had re-appointed him governor and ap-

pointed Samuel Sharpe, councillor, &c. and that they

t 3 Belknap's N. H, Appendix, No. 1. % Ditto, Appendix, No. 6.

§ Ue and Sliarpe were appointed at an earlier day, but probably sometime in that
month.
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then thought Sharpe, who had embarked for New-
England, was detained, by bad weather, on the coast

of England * But what is of most importance, nei-

ther the letter last mentioned. Prince, or the writer

in the Journal, afford any evidence that the Sam-
uel Sharpe to w^hom they refer was the same man
w^ho appears as one of the subscribing witnesses.

On the day that deed was executed, Samuel
Sharpe, the councillor, was probably on the ocean,

but another man of the same name might then be
in this country, and in fact subscribe as a witness.

The writer appears to admit that John Oldham
the other English subscribing witness, was then in

this country, for he says he w^as murdered by the

Indians in 1736.

It is not objected to the witnesses of the delivery

of* possession, that they were not then in this coun-

try, but that it was incredible that some of them
should be witnesses to a deed that was destructive

of their own title. I can see nothing incredible or

improper in Neale, Yaughan, and Gibbons, who
were agents and perhaps owners, under the Laco-

nia company, subscribing as witnesses to an Indian

chiefs delivering possession of part of the tract

which the company claimed. If they were pres-

ent when possession w^as delivered, they must know
it, and their certifying it in writing could not oper-

ate against them or their employers. Their act

neither confirmed Wheelwright's title or impaired

that of the company. Four years after the execu-

tion of the deed, two of those witnesses, in their

report to Mason, appear to consider Wheelwright's
claim to the lands, or some part of them, as good.t

But the writer, to evade the force of this fact, says,

it was only about one mile square ; and cites Win-
throp's Journal^ p. 172, to shew that when Massa-

chusetts, in 1639, complained of Wheelwright and

* Hazards State Tapers, 256-268. 1 1 Belknap's N, H. Appendix, No. 6.
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his associates for purchasing Winnicomett of the

Indians, he did not then state his claim to the large

tract, conveyed by the deed of 1629. But Avhat ne-

cessity was there for his doing it? If a man is re-

quired to defend his title to 07ie tract of land, is he
obliged to assert and vindicate his claim to two?
According to Winthrop, the complaint of Massa-

chusetts against Wheelwright was not on account

of the purchase and settlement of Exeter, but Winni-
comett, that is, Hampton. Wheelwright might within

four years from the execution of the first deed
be induced from motives, which, after the lapse

of near two centuries we are unable to discover,

to abandon his right to a great portion of the land

described in the deed. We have reason to believe

he had neither the means to settle the whole, or sup-

port a controversy with Mason and others.

Another objection to the authenticity of the deed
is, that no trace of three of the grantees named in

the deed, to wit. Augustine Story, Thomas Wite,

and Thomas Levitt, can be found in the history of

Massachusetts or New-Hampshire, and that it is re-

markable their names should never again occur.

Whoever reads the deed must be convinced that it

was obtained by the labor and expense of Wheel-
wright, and not by those of his associates, and that

possession of the premises was delivered to him,

and not them. But it is not a fact that we hear no
more of the associates, for in the year 1639 an
agreement was made by the settlers at Exeter, for

the government of themselves and their concerns.

This agreement is signed by thirty-five persons, of

whom are John Wheelwright, William Wentworth,
and Thomas Levitt, three of the five grantees ; and
as to the other two, it is highly probable they also

settled at Exeter and signed the contract, but spelled

their names different from what they were written

in the deed, a circumstance that frequently occurs

in the old documents relating to this country. In
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the deed, their names were written Augustine Story

and Thomas Wite, but in signing the agreement,

Augustine Starr and Thomas Wright* And the

remark respecting William Wentworth, that if he
had been but twenty-one years of age at the time of

the purchase in 1629, he must have been eighty-

one when he performed the extraordinary feat of

strength recorded in Belknap, does not appear to

me to impair the authenticity of the Indian deed.

In the first place, there is no evidence that Went-
worth in 1629, was twenty-one years old, for though
minors are not capable of giving, they are of receiv-

ing deeds. But admitting he was of that age, the

feat of strength which Belknap states Wentworth
performed in 1689, was not greater, if so great, as

what he affirms was effected by Waldron, who, he
says, was then " advanced in life to the age of eighty

years."! History affords many instances of men old-

er than either of these, who performed greater feats

of strength and activity.

The last objection is, that the original deed has

disappeared. Considering the long period of time

that has elapsed since it was given, and the number
of generations that have passed away, its preserva-

tion would have been more extraordinary than its

loss. The deed itself was produced in court in 1707
and 1708, in the case of Allen vs. Waldron ; it was
on the ancient files in the county of York on the

28th of January, 1713, and was then recorded in the

records of deeds in that county.

There are many other considerations which sup-

port the authenticity of the deed, but it appears

unnecessary to state them. 1 will only add, that if

the deed was forged. Wheelwright must have been
privy to it, but the goodness of his character repels

the charge ; and if it was forged, it would be incre-

dible, that a man of so much understanding and
knowledge as he possessed, should select the names

* 1 Hazard's State Papers, 463. 1 1 Belknap's N , 249.

1
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of the officers ajid agents of the company of Laco-
nia as witnesses, who of all others were most interest-

ed in detecting and exposing the fraud.

WILLIAM PLUMER.

No, 11. Council of New-England's grant of New-
Hampshire to John Mason,

This indenture, made the seventh day of No-
vember, Anno Domini, one thousand six hundred
twenty nine, and in the fifth year of the reign of

our sovereign lord, Charles, by the grace of God,

king of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland,

defender of the faith, &c. between the president

and council of New-England, on the one part,

and captain John Mason, of London, esquire, on
the other party: witnesseth. That whereas, our

late sovereign lord, of famous memory, king James,

for the making of a plantation, and establishing a

colony or colonys, in the country called or known
by the name of New-England, in America, did by
his highness's letters-patents, under the great seal

of England, bearing date at Westminster, the third

day of November, in the eighteenth year of his

reign, give and grant and confirm unto the right

honorable Lodiwick, duke of Lenox, George, mar-

quiss of Buckingham, James, marquiss Hamilton,

Thomas, earl of Arundel, Robert, earl of Warwick,
Sir Ferdinando Gorges, knight, and divers others,

whose names are expressed in the said letters-

patents, their heirs and assigns, that they shall

be one body politick and corporate perpetual, and
that they should have perpetual succession, and
one common seal or seals to serve for the said

body; and that they and their successors shall be

known, called, incorporated by the name of the

president and council, established at Plymouth, for

the planting, ruling and governing of New-England,
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in America ; and also did of his especial grace cer-

tain knoAvledge, and meer motion, for him, his heirs

and successors, give, grant and confirm unto the

said president and council, and their successors, un-

der the reservations, limitations, and declarations in

the said letters-patent expressed, all that part and por-

tion of country, now commonly called New-England,
which is situate, lying, and being between the lati-

tudes of forty degrees and forty eight northerly

latitude ; together with the seas and islands, lying

within one hundred miles of any part of the said

coast of the country aforesaid; and also all the

said soil, ground, havens, ports, rivers, mines, as

well royal mines of gold and silver, as other mines and
minerals, pearls and precious stones, woods, quar-

ries, marshes, waters, fishings, huntings, hawkings,

fowlings, commodities and hereditaments whatso-

ever; together with all prerogatives, jurisdictions,

royalties, priviledges, franchises, and preheminen-

ces, within any of the said territories and the pre-

cincts thereof whatsoever; to have, hold, possess

and enjoy, all and singular the said lands and prem-
ises in the said letters-patent, granted, or mentioned
to be granted, unto them the said president and
council, their successors and assigns forever, to be
holden of his majesty, his heirs and successors, as

of his highness's manor of East-Greenwich, in the

county of Kent, in free and common sources, in

capite, or by knight's service
;
yielding and paying

to the king's majesty, his heirs and successors, the

one fifth part of all gold and silver ore, that from
time to time, and from all times from the date of the

said letters-patents shall be thus gotten, had or ob-

tained, for all services, duties, or demands, as in

and by his said highness's said letters-patents

amongst divers other things therein contained,

more fully at large it doth and may appear. And
whereas the said president and council, have upon
mature deliberation thought fit, for the better fur-

20
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nishing and furtherances of the plantations in those

parts, to appropriate and allot to several and par-

ticular persons, divers parcels of lands within the

precincts of the aforesaid granted premises by his

majesty's said letters-patents. Now this indenture

witnesseth, that the said president and council, of

their free and mutual consent, as well to the end,

that all their lands, woods, lakes, rivers, waters, islands

and fishings, with all the traffic, profits, and com-

modities whatsoever, to them or any of them be-

longing, and hereafter in these presents mentioned,

may be wholly and entirely invested, appropriated,

served and settled, in and upon the said captain

John Mason, his heirs and assigns forever, as for

divers special services for the advancement of the

said plantation, and other good and sufficient causes

and considerations them especially thereunto mov-
ing, have given, granted, bargained, sold, assigned,

aliened, set over, enfeoffed, and confirmed, and by
these presents, do give, grant, bargain, sell, assign,

aliene, set over, enfeofi*, and confirm, unto the said

captain John Mason, his heirs and assigns, all that

part of the main land in New-England, lying upon
the sea coast, beginning from the middle part of

Merrimack river, and from thence to proceed north-

wards along the sea coast to Pascataqua river, and
so forwards up within the said river, and to the fur-

therest head thereof, and from thence northwest-

wards, until threescore miles be finished from the

first entrance of Pascataqua river, and also from Mer-

rimack through the said river, and to the furtherest

head thereof, and so forwards up into the lands west-

wards until threescore miles be finished* and from

thence to cross over land to the threescore miles

;

and accompted from Pascataqua river, together with

all islands and islets within five leagues distance of

the premises, and abutting upon the same or any
part or parcel thereof; as also all lands, soils,

grounds, havens, ports, rivers, mines, minerals.
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pearls, precious stones, woods, quarries, marshes,

fishings, huntings, hawkings, fowlings, and other

commodities and hereditaments whatsoever, with

all and singular their appurtenances ; together with
all prerogatives, rights, royalties, jurisdictions, pri-

vileges, franchises, liberties, preheminences, marine
power, in and upon the said seas and rivers ; as all

escheats and casualties thereof, as flotsam, jetson,

lagan, with anchorage, and other such duties, im-

munities, Scotts islets, and appurtenances whatso-

ever, with all the estate, right, title, interest, claim,

and demand whatsoever, which the said president

and council, and their successors, of right ought to

have a claim in or to the said portions of lands, ri-

vers, and other premises as is aforesaid, by reason

or force of his highness's said, letters-patents, in as

free, large, ample, and beneficial manner, to all in-

tents, constructions and purposes whatsoever, as in

and by the said letters-patents the same are amongst
other things granted to the said president and coun-

cil aforesaid, except two fifths of the ore of gold

and silver in the presents hereafter expressed;

which said portions of lands with the appurtenan-

ces, the said captain John Mason, with the consent

of the president and council, intends to name New-
Hamjpshire : To have and to hold all the said por-

tions of lands, islands, rivers and premises, and all

and singular other the commodities and heredita-

ments hereby given, granted, aliened, enfeoffed, and
confirmed, or mentioned, or intended by these pres-

ents to be given, granted, aliened, enfeoffed, and
confirmed, with all and singular the appurtenances
and every part and parcel thereof, unto the said

Capt. John Mason, his heirs and assigns forever, to

be holden of his said Majesty, his heirs and succes-

sors, as of his highness' manor of East-Greenwich
in the county of Kent, in free and common soccage,

and not in capite, or by knight's service ; neverthe-

less with such exceptions, reservations, limitations
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and declarations^ as in the said letters-patents are

at large expressed; yielding and paying unto our
sovereign lord the king, his heirs and successors,

the fifth part of all the ore of gold and silver,

that from time to time, and at all times hereafter,

shall be there gotten, had and obtained, for all ser-

vices, duties and demands; and also yielding and
paying unto the said president and council, and
their successors yearly, the sum of f[NQ shillings, Eng-
lish money, if it be demanded, and the said presi-

dent and council, for them and their successors, do
covenant and grant to and with the said Capt. John
Mason, his heirs and assigns, from and after the

sealing and delivery of these presents, according

to the purport, true intent and meaning of these

presents, that he shall from henceforth, from time

to time forever peaceably and quietly have, hold,

possess and enjoy all the aforesaid lands, islands,

rivers and premises, with the appurtenances, here-

by given and granted, or mentioned or intended to

be hereby given and granted, and every part or

parcel thereof, without any lett, disturbance, denial,

trouble, interruption, or eviction, of or by the said

president and council, or any person or persons

whatsoever, claiming by from or under them, or

their successors, or by or under their estate, right,

title, or interest. And the said president and coun-

cil, for them and their successors, do further cove-

nant and grant to and with the said Capt. John
Mason, his heirs and assigns, by these presents, that

they, the said president and council, shall at all

times hereafter, upon reasonable request, at the

proper cost and charges in the law, of the said

John Mason, his heirs and assigns, do, make, per-

form, suffer, execute, and willingly consent unto

any further act or acts, conveyance or conveyan-

ces, assurance and assurances whatsoever, for the

good and perfect investing, assuring, conveying and
sure making of all the aforesaid portions of lands, isl-
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ands, rivers, and all and singular the appurtenances,

to the said Capt. John Mason, his heirs and assigns,

or hy their, or any of their council learned in the

law, shall be devised, advised, or required. And
further it is agreed, by and between the said par-

ties to these presents, and the said Capt. John
Mason, for him, his heirs and assigns, doth covenant

to and with the said president and council, and their

successors, by these presents, that if at any time

hereafter there shall be found any ore of gold and
silver, within the ground, in any part of the prem-

ises, that then he the said Capt. John Mason, his

heirs and assigns, shall yield and pay unto the said

president and council, their successors and assigns,

one fifth part of all such gold and silver ore as shall

be found in and upon the premises, and brought

above ground, to be delivered above ground, and
that always within reasonable and convenient time

if it be demanded, after the finding, digging and
getting up of such ore as aforesaid, without fraud

or covin, and according to the true intent and mean-
ing of these presents. And the said Capt. John
Mason, doth further covenant for him, his heirs

and assigns, that he will establish such government
in the said portion of land and islands granted unto

him, and the same will from time to time contin-

ue, as shall be agreeable as near as may be to the

laws and customs of the realm of England ; and if

he shall be charged at any time to have neglected

his duty therein, that then he will reform the same,

according to the discretion of the president and
council, or in default thereof, it shall be lawful for

any of the aggrieved inhabitants or planters, being

tenants upon the said lands, to appeal to the chief

court of justice of the said president and council:

And farther, that if the said Capt. John Mason, his

heirs and assigns, shall at any time hereafter, alien

these premises, or any part, to any foreign nations,

or to any person or persons of any foreign nation,



i810 Ancient Documents.

without the special license, consent, and agree-

ment of the said president and council, their suc-

cessors and assigns, that then the part or parts of the

lands so aliened, shall immediately return back a-

gain to the use of the said president and council

:

And further, know ye, that the said president and
council have made, constituted, deputed, authorized,

and appointed, and in their stead and place do put

Capt. Walter Neal, or in his absence, any other per-

son who shall be their Governor, or other officer,

to be their true and lawful attorney, and in their

name and stead, to enter the said portion of lands,

and other the premises, with their appurtenances,

or into some part thereof, in the name of the w^hole,

for them and in their name, to have and take pos-

session and seizin thereof, or of some part thereof,

in the name of the whole so had and taken, then

for them and in their names, to deliver the full and
peaceable possession and seizin of all and singular

the said granted prenlises, unto the said Capt.

John Mason, or to his certain attorney or attorneys

in that behalf, according to the true intent and
meaning of these presents, ratifying, confirming and
allowing all and whatsoever the said attorney shall do

in and about the premises by these presents.

In witness whereof to one part of this present

indenture, remaining in the hands of Capt. John
Mason, the said president and council have caused

their common seal to be affixed ; and to the other

part of these present indentures remaining in the

custody of the said president and council, the said

Capt. John Mason, hath put to his hand and seal,

given the day and year first above written.

[Hazard's Collection of State Papers.]

No. III. Letter from John Mason and others to

Ambrose Gibhins.

[Hazard's Collections, and 1 Belknap's N. H. p. 296.]



Ancient Documents. 311

No. lY. Letterfrom Ambrose Gihhins to the Company,

dated Newichwanicke, July 13, 1633.

[1 Belknap's N. H. page 294.]

No. Y. Letter from Neal and Wiggen to Mason-

Division of land at Pascataqua, 1633.

[1 Belknap's IST. H. p. 295.]

No. YI. Letter from Gorges and Mason to Warnerton

and Gihhins, 1634.

[1 Belknap's K H. p. 296.]

No. YII. Letter from Mason to Gihhins, dated Ports-

mouth, May bth, 1634.

[1 Belknap's N". H. p. 297.]

No. YIII. Letterfrom Gihhins to Mason, 1634.

[1 Belknap's N". H. p. 298.]

No. IX. Grant from the Council of Plymouth to Capt.

John Mason,

Forasmuch as by a mutual agreement, we, whose
names are subscribed, patentees or adventurers, and
of the Council of New-England, are to join in the

surrender to his majesty of the great charter of that

country, which was granted to us in the 18th year of

the reign of King James, of blessed memory; in

whose presence, Feb. 3, 1634, lots were drawn for

settling of divers and sundry divisions of lands

on the sea coasts of said country, upon most of us,

who hereto have never been confirmed in the lands

so allotted:

And to the intent that every one of us, accord-

ing to equity, and in some reasonable manner, an-
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swerable to his adventures, or other interest, may
enjoy a proportion of the lands of the said country,

to be immediately holden of his Majesty

:

We therefore do condescend, and agree, that all

the part of the sea coast of the country aforesaid,

shall belong to Capt. John Mason, to begin at the

middle of Naumkeek river, and from thence to

proceed eastward along the sea coast to Cape Ann,
and round about the same into Pascataqua harbour,

and so forward up the river of Newichawanock,
and to the furtherest head of said river, and from
thence northwestward till sixty miles be finished

from the first entrance of Pascataqua harbour. Al-

so from Naumkeek through the harbour and river

thereof, up into the land west, sixty miles ; from
which period to cross over land to the sixty miles

end, accounted from Pascataqua, through Newich-
awanock river, and into the said land northwest as

aforesaid ; and hereunto is to belong the south half

of the Isle of Shoals, and 10,000 acres of land on
the southeast part of Sagadehock, at the mouth or

entrance thereof Saving and reserving out of this

division, to every one that hath any lawful grants

of lands, or plantation lawfully settled in the same,

the freeholding and enjoying of his right, with the

liberties tliereunto appertaining, laying down his

jura regalia, if he have any, to the proprietor of his

division, wherein his land lieth, and paying some small

acknowledgment, for that he is now to hold his said

land anew of the proprietor of his division.

Lenox, Edward Gorges,

Hamilton,

Arundel and Surry, i

Carlile, Ferd Gorges.

Starling.

Concordat cum originali facta collatione per me,

Thomas Maydwell, Notar. Publicum.
[Hubbard's New-England.]
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No. X. Commission of the King for regulating the

plantations.

[Hubbard's New-England.]

No. XI. Grant of Neiv-Hampshire and Massonia to

Captain John Mason.

To all christian people vnto whom these presents

shall come, the councell for the affayres of New-
England, in America, send greeteing in our Lord
God everlasting. Whereas our late soueraign lord

King James, of blessed memory, by his highness's

letters-pattents vnder the great seal of England,

beareing date at Westminster, the third day of No-

vember, in the eighteenth yeare of his reign over

his highness's realme of England, for the consider-

ation in the said letters-pattents expressed and de-

clared, hath absolutely giuen, granted, and confirm-

ed vnto the said counsell, and their successors for-

ever, all the land of New-England in America ly-

ing and being in breadth from fourty degrees of

northerly latitude from the equinoctiall lyne, to

fourty-eight degrees of the said northerly latitude

inclusively ; and in length of and within all the

breadth aforesaid, from sea to sea, togeather alsoe

with all the firme lands, soyles, grounds, havens,

ports, rivers, waters, fishings, mines and mineralls,

as well royal mines of gould and silver, as other

mines, and mineralls, pretious stones, quaries, and
all and singular other commoditys, jurisdictions,

royaltys, priveledges, franchises, preheminences,
both within the said tract of land upon the mayn,
and alsoe within the yslands and seas adjoyneing,

as the said letters-pattents, amongst divers other

things therein contayned, more at large doth and
may appeare. Now know all men by these pres-

ents, that the said counsell of New-England, in

America, being assembled in public court, according
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to an act made and agreed upon the third of Feb-
ruary last past, • before the date of these presents,

for divers good causes and considerations them
vnto espetially moveing, have, given, granted, alien-

ed, barganed, and sould, and in and by these pres-

ents do for them and their successors, give, grant,

alien, bargane, sell and confirm vnto Capt. John
Mason, Esq. his heyers and assignes, all that part

of the mayn land of New-England aforesaid, begin-

ning from the middle part of Naumkeek river^ and
from thence to proceed eastwards along the sea coast

to Cape Anne, and round about the same to Pischa-

taway harbour, and so forwards up within the river

of Newgewanacke, and to the furtherest head of the

said river, and from thence northwestwards till six-

ty miles bee finished, from the first entrance of Pis-

chataqua harbour, and also from Naumkeeke through
the river thereof up into the land west sixty miles,

from which period to cross over land to the sixty

miles end, accompted from Pischataway, through

Newgewanacke river to the land northwest afore-

said ; and also all that the south halfe of the ysles

of sholes, all which lands, with the consent of the

counsell, shall from henceforth be called New-Hamp-
shyre ; and alsoe ten thousand acres more of land

in New-England aforesaid, on the southeast part of

Sagadihoc, at the mouth or entrance thereof, from
henceforth to bee called by the name of Massonia

;

togeather with all and singular havens, harbors, cricks

and yslands inbayed, and all islands and isletts lying

within five leagues distant of the mayne land oppo-

site and abutting upon the premises or any part

thereof, not formerly lawfully granted to any by
spetiall name; and all mines, mineralls, quaries,

soyles, and woods, marshes, waters, rivers, lakes,

fishing, hawkings, hunting, and fowling, and all other

royaltys, jurisdictions, priviledges, preheminences,

profitts, comoditys, and hereditaments whatsoever,

with all and singular theire and every of theire ap-

purtenances, and togeather alsoe with all rents re-
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served, and the benefitt of all profitts due to the said

councill, and theire successors, with power of judi-

cature in all causes and matters whatsoever, as well

criminall, capitall, and civil, ariseing or which may
hereafter arise within the Ijmitts, bounds, and pre-

cincts aforesayd, to be exercised and executed ac-

cording to the laws of England, as neere as may
bee, by the said Capt. John Mason, his heyers and
assignes, or his or theire deputys, leeftenants, judges,

stewards, or officers thereunto by him or them as-

signed, deputed or appoynted from tyme to tyme,

with all other priveledges, frantises, libertys, im-

munitys, escheats, and causuallitys, thereof ariseing

or which shall or may hereafter arise within the said

limits and precincts, with all the right, title, claime,

and demand whatsoever, which the said Counsell

and their successors now^ of right have, or ought to

have, or claim, or may have or acquire hereafter in

or to the said portions of lands, or islands, or any
the premisses, and in as large, free, ample, benefi-

ciall a manner, to all intents, constructions, and pur-

poses whatsoever, as the said Counsell, by virtue

of his Majesty's said letters-pattents may or can

grant the same ; saving, and always reserving vnto

the said Counsell and their successors, power to re-

ceive, heare and determine all and singular appeale

and appeales of every person and persons whatso-

ever, dwelling or inhabiting within the said territo-

rys and yslands or any part thereof, soe granted as

aforesaid, of and from all judgments and sentences

whatsoever given within the said lands and territory

aforesaid : To have and to hould all and singular

the lands and premises above, by these presents

granted (except before excepted) wdth all and all

manner of profetts, commoditys, and haeredita-

ments whatsoever within the lands and precincts

aforesaid^ to the said lands, yslands, and premises,

or any part of them, any wise belonging or apper-

tayning vnto the said Capt. John Mason, his heyers
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and assignes, to ^ the only proper use and behoof of

him the said Capt. John Mason, his heyers and as-

signes forever, to be houlden of the said counsel!, and
their successors, per gladium comitatis, that is to say,

by finding four able men armed and arayed for the

warre to attend upon the Governor of New-England,
for the public service of, within foureten dayes after

any warneing given
;

yielding and paying vnto the

said counsell and their successors forever, one fift

part of all the ore of the mines of gould and silver,

which shall be had, possessed or obteyned within the

lymits or precincts aforesaid, for all rents, services,

dutys and demands whatsoever, due vnto the said

counsell and their successors, from any plantation

within the precincts aforesaid, the same to be deliver-

ed vnto his majesty's receiver, his deputy or deputy's

assigned for the receipt thereof, to the use of his ma-
jesty, his heyres, and successors, from tyme to tyme,

within the lands, precints, and territorys of New-
England aforesaid. And lastly, the said council have
deputed and authorized and appointed, and in their

place and stead have putt Henry Jocelyn, Esq.

Ambrose Gibbines, gentle, or either of them, to be
their true and lawful! atturney and atturney's for them,

and in their name & stead to enter in the said lands

and other the premises with their appurtenances, or any
part thereof in the name of the whole, and ta!ve quiet

and peaceable possession and seazen thereof soe had
and taken aforesaid, then to deliver the same vnto the

said Capt. John Mason, his heyres or assigns, or to his

or their certen atturney, or atturneys, to be by him
or them deputed on that behalf, according to the

purport, true intent and meaning of these presents.

In witness whereof they tlie said counsell have here-

unto affixed their common seal, dated the two-and-

twenteth day of April, in the eleventh yeare of the

reigne of our soueraign lord Charles, by the grace

of God, king of England, Scotland, France, and
Ireland, defender of the faith. Anno Domini, 1635.
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Sealed with the seal of the said Coimsell thereto

appended.

Vera copia,

FRED : IXEM, Not. Publicus.

[Hazard's State Papers.]

No. XII. Extract from the will of Captain John

Mason.

Now as concerning the disposition of all and
singular my mannors, messuages, lands, tenements,

and hereditaments, with their and every of their

rights, members and appurtenances, as well with-

in the realm of England as elsewhere, I give, de-

vise, and bequeath the same, and every one of them
to such person and persons, upon such trusts and
confidence, to such uses and intents and purposes,

and under such provisoes and conditions, limita-

tions, as are hereafter expressed; that is to say,

first, I give, devise, and bequeath unto the mayor
and commenality and incorporation of the town of

Kinglyn, in the county of Norfolk, where I was
born, by what name, title, or addition soever^ the

said town or corporation is, have been, or shall be
called, known or incorporated, and to their succes-

ors forever, under the provisoe or conditions nev-

ertheless hereafter expressed, two thousand acres

of my land in my county of New-Hampshire, or

Mason Hall, in New-England, which, by my execu-

trix"^ and overseers! aforesaid, shall be thought
most fit, and the reversion and reversions, remainder
and remainders, of the said two thousand acres of

land, and every part thereof Item—I give, devise,

and bequeath, unto my loving brother-in-law, John
Woolaston, and to his heirs and assigns forever,

to be holden of my heirs in fee farm, three thousand
acres of land, with the appurtenances, in my coun-

* His wife, Ann Mason. t His brotlier-in-law, John Woolaston.
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ty of New-Hampshire, or mannor of Mason Hall
aforesaid, where my said brother and executrix
shall think fit.—I give, devise, and bequeath unto
my grand-child, Ann Tufton, and to her heirs and
assigns forever, all those my lands, tenements, and
hereditaments, with the appurtenances lying and
being at Capham of Wagam, upon the southeast

side of Sagadahock, in New-England aforesaid,

called Masonia, and containing, by estimation, ten

thousand acres, or thereabouts, be the same more
or less.—Item—I give, devise, and bequeath unto
my grand-child, Robert Tafton, and to his heirs

and assigns forever, under the provisoes and con-

ditions nevertheless hereafter expressed, all that

my manor of Mason Hall, in New-England afore-

said, will all the lands, tenements, hereditaments,

rights, members, and appurtenances thereunto be-

longing, except such part of the land thereunto be-

longing as is before bequeathed by this my will, and
the reversion, remainder, and remainders, rents,

and other yearly profits whatsoever of the same
premises, to have and to hold the same [and] every
part thereof, except before excepted, unto my said

grand-child, Eobert Tufton, and to his heirs and
assigns forever; provided always, and upon con-

dition, nevertheless, and my true intent and mean-
ing is, that the said Ann, my wife, shall have and
enjoy the said mannor and premises, given unto my
said grand-child, Eobert Tufton, as aforesaid, and
receive, take, and enjoy to her own proper use, the

rents, issues and profits thereof, untill my said

grand-son, Robert Tufton, shall attain and accom-

plish his full age of one and twenty years, if my
said wife shall live so long

;
provided also, and my

further will and meaning is, that my said grand-

child, Robert Tufton, shall alter his sirname, and
sirname himself Mason, before he shall be capable

to enjoy the said mannor, and promise! according

^ Should be premises.
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to this my will, for that my true intent and mean-

ing is, that the said mannor and premises shall

continue in my name as now it doth, and no other-

wise. Item—I give, advise,^ and bequeath unto

my said brother-in-law, John Woolaston, his heirs

and assigns forever, two thousand acres of [land]

in my county of New-Hampshire, in New-England
aforesaid ; where my said brother and executrix

aforesaid shall think fit, upon trust and confidence,

and to the use, intents and purposes, that my said

brother, John Woolaston, or his heirs, and my said

wife, Ann Mason, shall with all speed convenient

after my decease, at the charge of my estate, in due

form of law, settle and convey one thousand acres

of the said land to some feoffees in trust, and to

their heirs forever, for and towards the maintenance

of an honest, godly and religious preacher of God's

word, in some church or chappie, or other publick

place appointed for divine worship and service

within the said county of New-Hampshire, where
my said wife and brother shall think fit, the said

feoffees and their heirs, paying and allowing unto

my heirs forever, the yearly rent of one penny, if

it be demanded, and two-fifth parts of all such

mines and royal
||
as shall be found in and upon the

said one thousand acres, more§ residue of the said

two thousand acres of land, I will shall be settled

as conveyed as aforesaid, to some feoffees in trust,

and their heirs forever, for and towards the main-

tenance of a free grammar school for the education

of youth, in some convenient place within the said

county of New-Hampshire, where my said wife

and brother-in-law shall think fit, they also paying
and allowing unto my heirs forever, the yearly rent

of one penny, if it be demanded, and two-fifth parts

of all such mines royal as shall be found in and up-

on this said one thousand acres of land, or any part

thereof, all the rest and residue of all and singular,

t Devise. || Perhaps mines royal. § Perhaps moreover the residue.
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my manners, messuages, lands, tenements and he-

reditaments, with their and every their appurte-

nances, lying and being within said county of New-
Hampshire, or elsewhere in New-England afore-

said, not before bequeathed by this my will, T give,

devise and bequeath the same unto my
grand-child, John Tufton, and to the heirs of his

body lawfully begotten, and for want of such issue,

to the said Robert Tufton, or my grand-child, and
to the heirs of his body lawfully begotten ; and for

the want of such issue to my cozen. Dr. Robert

Mason, chancellor of the diocess of Winchester,

and to the heirs male of his body lawfully begot-

ten, or to be begotten, and for want of such issue,

to my right heirs and assigns forever
;
provided al-

ways, and my will and meaning is, that my wife,

Ann Mason, shall have, hold and enjoy the said

mannors, messuages, lands and premises, by me
given unto my grandchild John Tufton, as aforesaid,

and receive the rents, issues and profits thereof, and
of every part thereof, to her own profit, use and
behoof, untill my said grandchild John Tufton shall

attain to, and accomplish his full age of one and
twenty years, if the said Ann my wife shall so long

live, provided also, and my further will, mind and
meaning is, and do hereby devise and appoint that

my said grandchild John Tufton shall alter his sir-

name, and shall name himself Mason, before he shall

be capable to enjoy the said mannors, lands and
premises, or any part thereof, according to my
bequest.

[Captain Mason's will was dated ^STovember 26, 1635, and the copy, from which the

above extracts were made, contains the whole ot it, and a certificate that it was proved

by the oat'i of Ann Mason, on the 22d December, 1635, but I Lave transcribed only the

above, the iemaind3r not being to my purpose.]

[Hazard's State Papers.]
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No. XIII. Letter from Vaughafi to Gibhins, dated

London^ 10 April, 1636.

[1 Belknap's N. H. p. 299.]

No. XIV. Agreement of the settlers at Exeter, in

New-Hampshire.

Whereas it hath pleased the Lord to move the

heart of our dread sovereign Charles, by the grace

of God, king, &c. to grant licence and libertye to

sundry of his subjects to plant themselves in the

Avesterne parts of America. We his loyal subjects

brethren of the church in Exeter, situate and lying

upon the river Pascataqua, with other inhabitants

there, considering with ourselves the holy will of

God and our own necessity that we should not live

without wholsom lawes and civil government among
us, of which we are altogether destitute ; do in the

name of Christ and in the sight of God, combine
ourselves together to erect and set up among us

such government as shall be to our best discerning

agreeable to the will of God, professing ourselves

subjects to our sovereign lord king Charles accord-

ing to the libertyes of our English colony of Mas-
sachusetts, and binding of ourselves solemnly by
the grace and help of Christ, and in his name and
fear to submit ourselves to such godly and chris-

tian lawes as are established in the realm of Eng-
land to our best knowledge, and to all other such

lawes which shall upon good grounds be made and
enacted among us according to God, that we may
live quietly and peaceably together in all godliness

and honesty. Mo. 8. D. 4. 1639, as attests our
hands.

John Wbelewright, Darby Field, Richard Morris,

Augustine Starrj^*^ Robert Read, Nicholas Needham,
Thomas Wright, Edvv'd Rushworth, Thomas Wilson,
William Wentworth, Francis Matthews, George Rawbone.f

[* Perhaps Storr, or Story.] [t Perhaps Rathbone.]

21
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Henry Elkins, Godfrey Dearborne, William Cole,

George Walton, * William Wardhall, James Wall,
Samuel Walker, Robert Smith,t Thomas Leavitt,

Thomas Pettit, Ralph Hall, Edmund Littlefield,

Henry Roby, Robert Seward, John Gramme,
William Winborne,t Richard Biellyer, Philemon Purmot,
Thomas Crawley, Christopher Lawson, Thomas Wardhall.f
Christopher Kelme, George Barlow,

[Hazard's State Papers.]

No. XV. Agreement of the inhabitants upon Pascata-

qua river for government.

Whereas sundry mischiefs and inconveniences

have befallen us, and more and greater may in re-

gard of want of civil government, his gracious ma-
jesty having settled no order for us, to our knowl-

edge, we whose names are underwritten, being

inhabitants upon, the river of Pascataqua, have vol-

untarily agreed to combine ourselves into a body
politick, that we may more comfortably enjoy the

benefit of his majesty's laws, and do hereby engage
ourselves to submit to his royal majesty's laws, to-

gether with all such laws as shall be concluded by
a major part of the freemen of our society, in case

they be not repugnant to the laws of England, and
administered in behalf of his majesty. And this

we have mutually promised and engaged to do, and
so to continue, till his excellent majesty shall give

other orders concerning us. In witness whereof
we have hereunto set our hands, October 22, in

the 16 year of the reign of our sovereign lord,

Charles, by the grace of God, king of Great Britain,

France, and Ireland, defender of the faith, &c.

Subscribed by
Thomas Larltham^ William Waldrene,

Richard Waldrene, with 38 more.

[Hubbard's New-England.]

[t William Winborne, Thomas Wardhall, and Robert Smith were appointed the first

magistrates of Exeter, after that town was admitted under the jurisdiction of Massa-
chusetts, in 1642.—1 Belknap 51.]
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No. XVI. Vote of the British parliament—duties on

imports and exports to and from New-England.

Veneris Decimo Martii 1642.

Whereas the plantations in New-England have
by the blessing of almighty God had good and
prosperous success without any public charge to

this State, and are now likely to prove very hap-

py for the propagation of the gospel in those parts,

and very beneficial and commodious to this king-

dom and nation, the commons now assembled in

parliament, do for the better advancement of these

plantations, and the incouragement of the planters

to proceed in their undertaking, ordain that all

merchandizes, goods, that by any merchant or any
person or persons whatsoever, shall be exported

out of this kingdom of England into New-England
to be spent, used or employed there, or being of

the growth of that kingdom, shall be from thence

imported hither, or shall be laden or put on board
in any ship or vessel for necessarys in passing and
returning to and from, and all and every the owner
or owners thereof shall be freed and discharged of

and from paying and yieldinge any custom, subsidy,

taxation, imposition or other duty for the same
either inward or outward, either in this kingdom or

New-England, or in any port, haven, creek, or other

place whatsoever, untill the house of commons
shall take further order therein to the contrary.

And all and singular customers, farmers and col-

lectors of customs, subsidys and imposts and other

officers, ministers and subjects whatsoever are

hereby required and enjoined, that they and every
of them, upon the shewing forth unto them this or-

der, or a true copy thereof, under the hand of the

clerk of the house of commons without any other

writ or warrant whatsoever, do make full, whole
and entire and due allowance and clear discharge

unto the said owners of the said goods and mer-
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chandizes, their factors, servants and agents, according

to the tenor and true meaning of this order.

H. ELSING,
Cler. Pari. D. Com.

[Hazard's State Papers.]

No. XVIL An act of ^parliament for promoting the

gospel of Jesus Christ, in New-England.

July 19, 1649.

Enacted hy authority.

I. That there be a corporation in England, con-

sisting of 16 persons, viz. a president, treasurer,

and 14 assistants, and the 16 persons particularly

named in the act to be the first 16 persons where-

of the said corporation shall consist, out of which
they shall choose one of the 16 to be treasurer,

and another to be president, and so from time to

time as they shall die or be removed, which presi-

dent, treasurer and assistants shall forever here-

after in name and effect be a body politic and cor-

porate in law, and shall have perpetuall succession,

and be called by the name of the president and
society for the propagation of the gospell in New-
England, and by that name shall and may without

license in mortmain purchase any lands, tenements
or hereditaments in England or Wales, not exceeding

£2000 per ann. and any goods and sums of money
whatsoever.

II. That the said persons of the corporation, or

nine of them, have power to make and appoint a

common seal for the use of a corporation, choose

officers and make allowances unto them, make or-

ders and by-lawes, and make conclusive bargains

for lands and tenements to be purchased for valuable

consideration.

III. That the president and treasurer and foure

or more assistants may hold a meeting for conclud-

ing affaires concerning the collecting and bringing

in the profits and revenues into their treasury, in
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all which the conclusion shall be by the president or

treasurer, and the assistants or the major part of them.

lY. That the commissioners of the united colo-

nies of New-England in New-England, or such as

they shall appoint, have power to receive and dis-

pose of the monies brought in and paid to the

treasurers for the time being, or any other monies,

goods and commodities delivered by the care of

the said corporation at any time, in such manner as

shall best and principally conduce to the preaching

and propagating of the gospell amongst the na-

tives, and for maintenance of schooles and nurse-

ries of learning for the education of the children of

the natives.

Y. That a general collection be made in and
through all the counties, cities, townes and parishes

of England and Wales for a charitable contribu-

tion, to be as the foundation of so pious and great

an undertaking, and that the ministers within their

severall places do read this act in the presance of

their congregations upon the Lord's day after the

receipt thereof, and exhort the people to a liberall

contribution to so pious a work, and the ministers,

church-wardens or overseers of the poor to goe
from house to house, to every of the inhabitants to

take the subscription of every person in a schedule,

and to collect and gather the same, a duplicate of

which and of the monies collected shall be deliver-

ed to a person of quality residing in each county,

deputed by the corporation under their seal to be
treasurer for the receiving of the same, and the re-

ceipt under the hand of such treasurer, shall be a
discharge for the ministers, church-wardens, and
overseers of the collection by them paid. Provid-

ed the act extend not to the enabling or allowing
of transportation of any gold, silver, plate, bullion,

money, or other commodities, prohibited by the lawes
and statutes of this nation.

[Hazard's State Papers.]
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No. XYIII. Resolve of the Commissioners of the

United Colonies of New-England, concerning the

Quakers,

Whereas there is an accursed and pernissious

sect of heretiques lately risen vp in the world whoe
are comonly called Quakers, whoe take vpon them
to bee ymediately sent of God and infallably as-

sisted; whoe do speake and writt blasphemos
thinges, despising gouernment and the order of

God in church and comonwealth, speaking euill of

dignities, reproching and reviling majestrates and
the minnesters of the gospell, seeking to turne the

people from the faith, and to gain proselites to

theire pernisious wayes ; and whereas the seuerall

jurisdictions have made diuers lawes to prohibit

and restraine the aforsaid cursed heretiques from
coming amongst them, yett nothwithstanding they
are not detered therby; but arrogantly and pre-

sumptuously doe presse into seuerall of the juris-

dictions and there vent theire pernisious and diuel-

lish oppinions, which being permited tends mani-

festly to the desturbance of our peace ; the with-

drawing of the harts of the people from theire

subjection and gouernment and soe in issue to

cause devision and renin if not timely prevented, it

is therefore propounded and seriously comended
to the seuerall generall courts vpon the considera-

tions aforesaid to make a law that all such Quakers
formerly conuicted and punished as such shall (if

they returne againe) bee imprisoned and forthwith

banished or expelled out of the said jurisdiction

vnder paine of death and if afterwards they pre-

sume to com again into that jurisdiction, then to

be put to death as presumptuously incorragable,

vnless they shall plainly and publickly renounce

theire cursed oppinnions ; and for such Quakers as

shall come into any jurisdiction from any forraigne

partes or such as shall arise within the same after

deu conviction that either hee or shee is of that
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cursed sect of heretiques they bee banished vnder
paine of severe corporall punishment, and if they

returne againe then to be punished accordingly and
banished vnder paine of death, and if afterwards

they shall yett presume to come againe then to bee

put to death as aforesaid except they doe then and
theire plainly and publickly renounce theire said

cursed oppinnions and diuellish tenetts.

These foregoing conclusions were agreed and
subscribed by the comissioners the 23d of Septem-
ber, 1658. John Undicott, Presedent

John TolJcot Simon Bradstreet

Francis Newman Thomas Prence
William Leete Johi Winthrop—looking

at the last [the preceding article]

as a query and not an act, I

subscribe.

[Hazard's State Papers.]

No. XIX. Petition of Rohert Mason and others—
Lands in New-Hampshire and Maine.

To the King's most excellent majesty.

The humble petition of Robert Mason, of London,
merchant, Edward Godfrey, Henry Gardiner,

George Griffine, and sundry other pattentees of

the provinces of Hampshire and Mayn, and seuerall

other tracts of land in New-England.

Sheweth,

That your petitioners by pattents graunted, by
your majestie's most royall father of euer blessed

memory, were possessed of sundry tracts of land

in New-England, with the diverse priviledges

therevnto granted as by the said pattents may ap-

peare, the which at a great charge was populated,

to the expense of aboue £2000 sterling. They gov-

erneing the colonys quietly and peaceably many
years according to the laws of your majesty's king-

dome of England, but during the late sadd tymes
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of distraction here in England, those of the pattent

and coUoney of the Massachusetts intending to

make themselves a free state, and to bring all that

your majesty's vast territory vnder their power
and subjection, have by strong hand and menaces,
deprived your petitioners of their lands and privi-

ledges, seized on their cattte, and would have im-

posed upon your petitioners and their servants an
oath of fidelity to their government, without any
relation to your majesty's kingdome of England,
laying great fines upon those that should looke to

England for reliefe. to some of your petitioners mine
and their familys vtter vndoing.

Your petitioners most humbly pray, that in re-

gard it is of concernment to your majesty, and re-

dresse of your petitioners, that your majesty will

be gratiously pleased to referr the hearing of the

cases to the right honorable the lord Willoughby of

Parham, lord Baltimore, Bobert Mason, doctor of

laws, and one of the masters of request to your
majesty, Sir James Bunce, knight and baronet, Sir

John Jacob knight. Sir Nicho. Crip. kt. Sir Eichard
Foard, John Exton doctor of laws. Gyles Sweatt
doctor of laws, William Turner doctor of laws, and
John Mills doctor of laws, and Thomas Pevey, esq.

or to any three or more of them, to call before

them all partys interested, and to hear and examine
the whole matter complayned of, and accordingly to

report their opinions to your majesty what they con-

ceive fitt for your majesty to do in the petitioners

behalfe. And they shall ever pray, &c.
[Hazard's State Papers.]

No. XX. Report of Sir G. Palmery the attorney gen-

eral^ upon Mason's title to New-Hampshire.

May it please your most excellent majestie in

obedience to your royal commands, according to

your majestie's reference upon the petition of

Robert Mason hereunto annexed, dated at White-
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hall the 25th of October last, I have considered

thereof and examined the title and claime of the

petitioner to the province of New-Hampshire in

New-England, and do finde that your majesty's

royall grand-father, king James of ever blessed

memory, did by his highnesse letters pattents

under the great scale of England, bearing date at

Westminster the third day of November, 1620, in

the eighteenth year of his highnesse's reign, for

sundry reasons and considerations therein express-

ed, give, grant and confirm unto several persons

of honor by the name of the councell of New-
England, their successors and assigns forever, all

that part of the maine land in America, lying be-

tween the degrees of ' forty and forty eight north

latitude, to be held in fee as of the manor of East

Greenwich in the county of Kent, with many great

priveledges, royalties and immunities under cer-

taine conditions and limitations in the said letters

pattents expressed, and that John Mason, Esq.

grand-father to the petitioner, by virtue of severall

grants from the said councill of New-England, un-

der their common scale bearing date the 9th day
of March, 1621, the 7th day of November, 1629,

and the 22d of April, 1635, was instated in fee of

sundry great tracts of land in New-England, by
the name of New-Hampshire, to be enjoyed as fully

and freely to all intents and purposes whatsoever
as the said council of New-England by virtue of

his majestie's said letters pattents may, might or

ought to have, hold and enjoy the same by the said

severall grants it doth fully appear, upon w^hich

severall grants I am of opinion that the petitioner,

Robert Mason, who is grandson and heire to the

said John Mason, hath a good and legal right and
title to the lands above conveyed by the name of

New-Hampshire.
All which I doe most humbly certifie.

8th November, 1660. G. PALMER.
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The original was delivered unto Sir Wm. Morise,

principal secretary of State.

[Hazard's State Papers.]

No. XXI. Order of the King to refer Mason's claim.

At the Court at Whitehall, the 17th November, 1660.

His majesty having been moved in this petition^

is gratiously pleased to grant the petitioner's hum-
ble request, and to refer the consideration thereof

to the lords knights and others in the petition men-
tioned, or to any three or more of them, who are

heerby authorized to call all party's interested be-

fore them, and after due examination had of the

particulars their in, his majestyes pleasure is, that

the said refferees do report their proceedings and
opinions therin to his majesty what they shall con-

ceive fitt for his majesty to do in the petitioner's

behalfe as it is humbly desired, and then his majesty

will declare his further pleasure.

EGBERT MASON.
[Hazard's State Papers.]

No. XXII. Report of the referees upon Mason's title.

To the king's most excellent majesty.

According to your majesty's reference upon
the petition of Robert Mason, Edward Godfrey and
others hereunto annexed, bearing date at White-

hall^ the seaventeenth of November, 1660, we have

heard the claymes and complaynts of the petition-

ers, and alsoe summoned by process publiquely

executed at the exchange on the xxith day of Janu-

ary last, against all persons interested in that

business, but none appeared but capt. John
Leuerett, who acknowledged that formerly he was
commission at ed as an agent of the corporation of

Boston in New-England but that now hee had no
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authority to appeare or act on their behalfe, vpon
producing divers letters pattents, and examination

of witnesses, we find that capt. John Mason, grand-

father to Robert Mason, one of the petitioners, and
Edw. Godfrey, one of the petitioners, by virtue of

severall letters pattents under the great scale of

England, granted unto them and others by your
majesty's late royall father, by themselves and their

assignes, have been in actuall and quiett posses-

sion of severall tracts, parcells and divisions of

lands in New-England, as in and by the said letters

pattents is particularly expressed, and that the said

Capt. John Mason, and the said Edward Godfrey did

expend, and lay out considerable sums of money in

settling plantations and colonys there.

And the said Edward Godfrey hath lived there

for five and twenty years, having undergone and
discharged the office of governor of the province

of Mayn, with much reputation and integrity of

justice, and indeauoring the regulation and gov-

ernment of those parts where he lived, according to

the known and settled laws of this kingdom.
That notwithstanding the said Edward Godfrey

hath not onely been turned out of his said place of

government, but hath been utterly outed and dispos-

sessed of his lands and estate, in that county which
the inhabitants of Massachusetts have forcibly seized

and still do detayne from him.

That it appeareth as well by testimony of witnesses,

as by a coppy of the letters pattents, that they were
not to act any thing repugnant to the laws of England,

nor to extend their bounds and lymitts of the said cor-

poration further than three miles northward of Merri-

macke river; and as a memorial and evidence- thereof,

the gouernor of the Massachusetts did sett vp an house
about 30 years since, which was called the bound
house, and is known by that name to this day, and with

devision and assignment or lott of land the inhabit-

ants and patentees of the said corporation of the
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Massachusetts resied content for the space of six-

teen yeares togeather, vntill about the yeare 1652

;

they did inlarge and stretch their lyne aboue three-

scoore miles beyond their known and settled

bounds aforesaid, and have thereby not only in-

vaded and incroached upon plantations and inher-

itances of the petitioners and other your majesty's

subjects, but by menaces and armed forces com-
pelled them to submit to their vsurped and arbi-

trary gouernment, which they have declared inde-

pendent of your majestye's crowne of England, and
not subordinate therevnto. It appeareth further

by the witnesses, that the collony of the Massa-

chusetts for this many yeares past, have indeauor-

ed to moddle and continue themselves into a free

state, a commonwealth, without any relation to the

crowne of England, assuming on themselves the

name and style of a commonwealth, issuing out of

WTitts in their own names, imposeing of oaths to

bee true vnto themselves, contrary to that of alle-

giance, coyneing of money with theire own stampe
and signature, exercising an arbitrary power over

the estates and persons of all such as submitt not

to their gouernment, allowing them no appeals to

England, and some haue been soe bould as pub-

liquely to affirme, that if his majesty should send

them a gouernor, that the severall townes and
churtses throughout the whool countrey under

their gouernment did resolve to oppose him, and
others haue said that before they of New-England
would or should submitt to any appeale to Eng-

land, they would sell that countrey or plantation to

the king of Spaine.

That by reason of the premises, the said Eobert

Mason and Edw: Godfrey have been damnified in

their plantations and estates to the valew of fine

thousand pounds, according to the judgment and

estimation of severall witnesses, examined in that

behalfe.
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But by what pretence of right or authority, the

Massachusetts have taken vpon them to proceede and
act in such manner, doth not appeare to us.

All which wee most humbly represent to your
majesty, in duty and obedience to your commands,
not presumeing to offer any opinion in a business

of soe high importance wherein the publique in-

terest and gouernment of your majesty appeares

so much intermint and conserned with the private in-

terests of the petitioners.

Rohert Mason G. Sweit

Ja : Bunce Richard Ford
Joh : Eiiton John Myles
Tho : Povey

[Hazard's State Papers.]

No. XXIIT. Petition of Rohert Mason to the king

respecting New-Hampshire and Maine.

To the king's most excellent majesty.

The humble petition of Robert Mason of London,
merchant and pattentee of the province of New-Hamp-
shyre, and the heire of Edward Godfrey, inhabitant

of the province of Mayn, in New-England,
Shevjeth,

That your petitioners did in Anno 1660, in a

former petition presented to your majesty, sett

forth the vnjust and tirannicall proceedings of those

of the province of the Massachusetts against your
petitioners, wherevpon your majesty was most
gratiously pleased to refer the consideration of

your petitioners complaynts vnto the right honor-

able the lord Willoughby of Parham, lord Balti-

more, Robert Mason doctor of laws, and one of

the maisters of request to your majesty, James
Bunce kt. and baronett, John Jacob kt. Sir Nich

:

Crisp, Sir Richard Ford, John Euton doctor of

laws. Gyles Sweit doctor of laws, William Turner
doctor of laws, John Mylls doctor of laws, and
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Thomas Povey, psq. or to any three or more of

them who were authorized to call all partys inter-

ested before them, and after due examination had
of the particulars, to make report thereof to your
majesty, and then your majesty would declare

your further pleasure. The former petition and
reference with the referees report, being hereunto
annexed, is humbly presented to your majesty.

Your petitioners most humbly pray, That in

regard your majesty is pleased to send ouer com-
missioners to New-England for the settleing your
majesty's country, and seeing noe person appear-

ed here in defence of the Massachusetts of the

corporation of Boston in New-England, to the com-
playnt of your petitioners. That therefore your
majesty would be gratiously pleased to referr and
recommend the complaynts of your petitioners,

with the report of the referees, vnto the further

examination of those of your majesty's commis-
sioners for New-England, with power to determine

thereof as they shall see fitting. And your peti-

tioner shall ever pray.

[Hazard's State Papers.]

No. XXIY. Commission to Col. Nichols and others,

to settle boundaries, &c. of the colonies.

[Trumbuirs Connecticut, vol. 1, p. 522.]

No. XXY. Petition of Rohert Mason to the King.

[1 Belknap's New-Hampshire p. 301.]

No. XXYI. The declaration of Massachusetts respect-

ing the claim of Gorges and Mason.

[1 Belknap's N. H. p. 801.]

No. XXYII. Order of the King respecting Mason

and Gorges' claim to New-Hampshire & Maine.

[1 Belknap's N. H. p. 309.]
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No. XXYIII. Edward Randolph's letter to Governor

Josiah Winslow, relative to his proceedings at Pas-

cataqua.

[Massachusetts Historical Collections, vol. 6, p. 92.]

No. XXIX. The ojmiion of Mr. Jones upon Mason's

claim.

The whole matter in difference was referred to

the two lord chief justices, by his majesty and
council.

They, after a solemn hearing of council on both

sides, reported unto his majesty: That as to the

right of the soil of the province of New-Hampshire
and Maine, they could give no opinion, not having

proper parties before them, it appearing that not

the Massachusetts company, but the ter-tenants had
the right of soil and whole benefit thereof, and yet

were not summoned to defend their titles.

As to Mr. Mason's right of government within

the soil claimed, their Ipps. and indeed his own
councel agreed he had none, the great council of

Plymouth, under whom he claimed, having no power
to transfer government to any.

As to the bounds of Massachusetts coleny, their

Ipps. have, by their said report, excluded thereout

the four towns of Dover, Portsmouth, Exeter and
Hampton, parcel of Mr. Mason's claim, but deter-

mined the remainder of his claim to be within their

bounds; which report was confirmed by his majesty
in council.

1 Quer. Whether Mr. Mason's grant, being only
under the council of Plymouth's seal, unwitnessed,

and without any entry or record of them any where,
without seizen endorsed, and no possession hav-

ing ever gone along with them, be valid in law, to

out about fifty years possession, a title under the

government of Massachusetts, and a purchase from
the natives ?
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[Ans.] I think it is not good, according to the

law of England, and New-England having no par-

ticular law of their own, (to my knowledge,) which
differs from the law of England, as to the manner of

passing lands, I do not see how many of these grants

can be good.

Or admitting they be good in law :

2 Quer. Whether Mr. Mason be not estopt by the

law of the place as above, having not made his claim

thereto, within the time prescribed ?

[Ans.] If Mr. Mason's estate do lie within the

jurisdiction of the assembly who made this law, and
that this assembly were rightfully constituted, ac-

cording to the power given by the charter, I think

Mr. Mason w^as bound by this law, which I look upon
to be a reasonable law, and agreeing in reason with
the law of England.

And if Mr. Mason have right thereto

:

3 Quer. Whether ought not that right to be tried

on the place, ten of the towns claimed by him re-

maining within the Massachusetts jurisdiction, by the

chief justice's report ?

[Ans.] I think his right ought to be tried upon
the place, for so much thereof as lies within the

Massachusetts jurisdiction, liable to such appeal as the

charter allows, if it allows any.

4 Quer. Or if triable here, by what court can it

properly be so, whether in one of the four courts at

Westminster, or upon a special commission, and how,
in your judgment, whether by jury or otherwise ?

[Ans.] It cannot properly be tried here, by any of

the four courts, but according to the law of the place,

if it lie within any jurisdiction ; and if within none,

the king may erect courts to proceed according to the

law of England, unless altered by the legislative

power of the place.

W. JONES.
18 Sept. 1679.

[Hubbard's New-England.]
(to be continued.)






